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St Peter’s Eaton Square 
Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting, 26 April 2017 
 

Vicar’s Annual Report 
 

I am very pleased to have the 
chance to say a few words 
tonight at our St Peter’s 
APCM. It is now exactly two 
years since I was collated as 
Vicar. We have had a very 
good year, and I want to thank 
you for all that you have 
contributed to the life of our 

church and for the personal support you have given to Rachel 
and myself, which added so much to the pleasure of living and 
working here, and to the richness of my experience of ministry.  
 

There are lots of people I want to thank. I am very grateful to 
Rachel for her support for what I do - being married to a priest 
has its own peculiar challenges and I could not do this without 
her support and encouragement. I want to thank my outstanding 
and ever positive colleague Julie, who has contributed so much 
to our Church’s life over the last year - thank you Julie for your 
dedication, spirituality, kindness and humour. Julie has set up a 
lot of things since she came, but has also carried them through, 
stuck at them and has continually involved other people, which 
has been exactly what we have needed. We have all been moved 
by her preaching, stimulated by her teaching, and known 
ourselves cared for by her deep pastoral care. 
 

Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr 
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I would also like to thank Catherine Cowie, our first ever 
Pastoral Assistant, who has been with us now for two thirds of a 
year, and has become a really valued part of our community and 
our ministry team. At the school, Poppets, in our confirmation 
groups, the Pilgrim group, preaching, praying, outreach, visiting 
and so much more, we have appreciated your enthusiasm and 
gentle spirituality. Our prayers are with you as you go to your 
BAP selection conference for ministry, and we look forward to 
supporting with our prayers your valuable priestly ministry in the 
future. We still have a few more things for you to do here, but 
will all be very sorry when your year with us comes to a close.  
 

I would also like to express my gratitude to the other clergy who 
have supported us here, Ron Swan on Mondays, Tony 
Kyriakides, who has helped us on many Sundays, and Ros 
Trafford-Roberts who, though she stepped down from regular 
work here last year, still leads occasional services, which is very 
helpful indeed. Its lovely for all of us to have each of them 
around, bringing another dimension of insight, prayerfulness and 
care to our shared life.  
 

I would like to thank our dedicated staff for their work 
throughout the year, George, Olivia, Susan, Larry and Elsa, and 
our musicians, Andrew Smith, Andrew Sackett, Dan, Fiona 
Hymns who has been leading the family choir with such 
enthusiasm this year, as well as Amy Haworth and all our 
amazing singers.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all who have 
been our elected or unelected officers and volunteers this year, 
Jim and Phil for their tireless work as Churchwardens, for all 
their support and practical help throughout the year; Valerie our 
PCC Secretary and Electoral Roll Officer who does a great deal 
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behind the scenes to join up our administration; all our PCC 
members; our Treasurer Katherine who began the year bravely 
before being swamped by other responsibilities, and Jim for 
taking over from her. I am grateful to all those who arrange the 
rotas for things, and all who have played a part on them, as 
servers, readers, prayers, welcomers, LEMs. I would like to 
thank those who have been sidesmen and women this year, for 
your ministry of welcome and care during our worship - for your 
vigilance and for recognising if something is not right - helping, 
sorting out and guiding as appropriate. I thank Vivien for her 
work as Child Protection Officer, and Artemis as Children's 
Champion. I thank Laura Cook and all those of you who have 
helped with catering and social events this year - an activity 
which is at the heart of our ministry of welcome. 
 

In September the PCC went to the Cardinal Place conference 
suite, thanks to Land Securities, for an Away Day in the heart of 
our parish and its new development around Victoria, and we 
reflected on just how much has been done and achieved over the 
preceding year. Many of the targets we had selected in 2015, 
revised from the 2012 Mission Action Plan, are being achieved. 
Our groups and committees are functioning very well overall, 
and the life of the church is going forward: our worship is lively, 
with updated service books and some streamlining of liturgy, and 
with lots of new people involved and attending; the Family 
Eucharist is always a joyful and life affirming experience and an 
affirmation of God’s pledge to pour out abundant life upon us; 
the Sung Eucharist is as beautiful and deeply moving as ever. 
Our music is outstanding and numbers at both services are steady 
- I dare not say numbers are increasing at the Sung Eucharist but 
there are some new people coming along and last week there 
were 60 people present. The midweek masses are generally well 
attended. We have had lots of baptisms, some moving funerals, a 
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tremendous Confirmation service, a joyful Patronal Festival, 
wonderful Christmas services, and the most moving and 
beautiful worship during Holy Week and Easter. Over the last 
year we have, strangely, had no weddings at all, but that is about 
to change, and there are four between now and the end of the 
year, plus a service of blessing and celebration for Phil and Ever. 
We were delighted to hold a concert of sacred music for Holy 
Week, and the Eaton Square Concerts are a greatly enjoyed 
resource for the community and a contribution to its cultural life. 
The school used the church and its rooms very regularly and 
many charities do too, not least AA, whose Anonymous Carol 
Service at Christmas was one of the most joyful I have ever 
known.  
 

Particularly notable this year has been our work with children 
and young people. Poppets has continued to grow, and I hope 
that in the autumn we will have a Friday Poppets as well as a 
Monday meeting. Many of those who attend have started coming 
to church and asking for baptisms too, which has been wonderful 
- the Poppets is really a seed bed for the church, which is why 
the wish to start a Friday group needs to be an imperative for our 
mission in the year ahead. The Youth Group has been running 
very well, led by Julie and Catherine, with help now from Jake 
Goedhuis, Sammy Singlehurst and Marigold Freeland - it 
includes young people from several school years now and is 
great fun.  
 

Julie and I have continued to work closely with St Peter’s 
School. We were delighted to welcome Miles Ridley as the new 
Head Teacher in September and have really enjoyed working 
with him this year. We have both been into school to plan 
worship and prayers, to lead services on Fridays, and to take 
some whole year RE lessons too, and Catherine has also been 
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helping with services too. The whole school has continued to 
come to church for year assemblies, and for services at the start 
and end of each term. In September I took on the role of Chair of 
Governors, and am doing my best to fulfil that important 
responsibility, especially seeking to support Miles at the 
beginning of his Headship. Crossrail 2 still looms, and we are 
playing our part in the consultation process, so that the needs of 
the school are  provided for - it is not going to come soon, but 
may begin in my lifetime.  
 

In terms of stewardship, we have been pleased that regular 
giving has increased again this year after a low key campaign 
before Christmas. Financial giving should be an automatic part 
of our faith, as for most people it certainly is. Stewardship, I 
believe, is about us ensuring that all are encouraged to participate 
in the regular financial support of the church, inviting 
newcomers each year to set up standing orders, and encouraging 
those who do not give that way, or whose giving is not realistic, 
to also share the responsibility. My aim is that we expect to 
increase our regular giving income by 10% each year. Within a 
few years this will make a big and important difference to our 
finances, and will enable us to do more and give more. 
 

We have seen good income from our car park and crypts, and 
rental of the Parish Hall and other rooms has been steady too, 
with valuable regular users, many of them charities for whom the 
low cost and good facilities are a real blessing. We continue to 
welcome a fantastic range of community groups, charities, 
orchestras and choirs, embassies, national, cultural and business 
groups to our church. As ever, we thank George and Olivia for 
managing those bookings and our visitors.  
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Last year I reported on how we were working hard to promote 
our church - both to share Christian faith, to build our church 
community, to generate income and to serve our community. 
This has continued strongly, with an effective and up to date 
website, weekly email news reaching 325 addresses ever week 
(up nearly 20% on last year). Our noticeboards, banners, posters 
and fliers are clear and attractive and the Magazine, now free, is 
valued and widely read, both in print and downloaded from the 
website. The attractive new cards and welcome booklets we had 
printed last summer have been a great success and are a very 
valuable way of promoting St Peter’s and commending to people 
what we do.  
 

The Outreach Group has been very active in holding social 
events for our charities, including the wonderful Curry Night 
with quiz and dancing for the Saakshar slum education project in 
Delhi, the American Thanksgiving Supper which supported the 
Samaritans, and the lovely party at Christmas for Caxton Youth 
Club, to name just three. The Refugee Box scheme, which Julie 
will say more about I hope, has been a turning point in our social 
involvement, enabling many people here to really engage with 
the refugee issue and to get practically involved in caring. The 
welcome teas which Julie has hosted for this have been really 
inspiring. This year the May Fair now dominates our attention, 
and promises to be a wonderful day once again, for our 
community, and for the charities it will support, not least the 
Ramp Appeal, which is now really moving ahead - the ramp will 
certainly be built within the next year. And this year we also 
agreed at the PCC to give away 10% of the church’s income 
from planned and collection giving to the designated charities for 
the year - to reinforce our commitment to being a church which 
is serious about serving others. 
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Christian teaching here has been strong throughout the year, with 
good sermons, and recordings of these available online almost 
immediately each week, with the Faith Discussion Group, 
Pilgrim Course, Lent Groups and Confirmation preparation 
classes. Soon the PCC’s Formation Groups will be meeting again 
and we will be reviewing what more we can do to offer Christian 
teaching to our community. For me it is important to note that 
roles of Catherine as Pastoral Assistant and Judith in her training 
as a Licensed Lay Minister, and the support and opportunity 
which we have hopefully been giving them, have been an 
important part of our formation provision here too. Julie and I 
are also sought out sometimes by individuals wishing to talk 
about their lives and their faith - this is a very important part of 
ministry for both of us - please do make use of us for this. 
 

Yesterday someone asked me what my vision was for the future 
of St Peter’s. As you know, I believe in consensus, in 
consolidation, in valuing what is good, in building on what is 
right, in nurturing what is of God, and in carefully redirecting 
our energies in order to reach our goals. I want to help to bring 
people together to achieve the aims and objectives which we 
share. Overall my vision for the next few years is one of growth:  

 Building our congregations as we invite others to join us in a 
healthy Christian community where we worship God with 
joy, serve those around us, enjoy time together and offer a 
real welcome to all newcomers. 

 Weaving and knitting into our church community those who 
have been coming for a while but have not got involved in 
the running of the church before. 

 Helping each member of the church to grow in their spiritual 
lives and to find effective ways to make a difference with 
their faith.  
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The Book Club  (020 7259 0486) 
 

The next meeting of the Book Club is on 
Wednesday 17th May at the Bawtrees’ house, 

25 Hugh Street. 
 The book is  “Eleanor of Aquitaine: by the 

wrath of God Queen of England” 
by Alison Weir. 

 

All are welcome. 

 Consolidating and enlarging our outreach - with Friday 
Poppets and more people involved in local charity work. 

 Seeing through projects like the Access Ramp, and looking at 
the redevelopment of some of our spaces, the Meeting and 
Committee Rooms, Welcome Room, kitchens, toilets and 
storage spaces. 

 Using the church to host more events for the community, 
perhaps plays, concerts and talks which reach a different 
range of people and draw us together in new ways. 

 Looking towards a new Mission Action Plan next year. 
 

I look forward to working with you all, and to enjoying the life 
we share together at St Peter’s in the coming year. 
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Think of a time in your life where you remember having an 
experience of overwhelming beauty.  It may have been as you 
listened to a rendition of your favourite piece of music or were 
drawn into the beauty of a work of art.  For others, you may 
experience a sense of majestic beauty in a dramatic sunset or in 
the silence of a walk through a remote woodland.   Whatever 
your example, imagine you are describing this experience to a 
friend.  And, after a bit of stumbling, you soon realize you are 
unable to do so.   For there is a depth of beauty in these moments 
where any attempt to describe them with words falls short.  
Artists and musicians may experience this as they seek to capture 
an image or a sound of beauty.   And sometimes we may find 
that within these fleeting moments of beauty is an experience of 
the divine, of the presence of God breaking into our world.  And 
this, I believe, is something of what Mary of Bethany 
experiences in the story from John’s Gospel when she anoints 
Jesus with expensive and beautiful perfume. 
 

Jesus with his disciples is on his way to Jerusalem.  Along the 
way he stops at the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha for a 
dinner party.   We, of course, have met them before.  This is the 
same hard working Martha and her more contemplative sister 

from julie 
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Mary from Luke’s Gospel.   And their brother Lazarus is the one 
whom Jesus raised from the dead only days before.  Imagine 
what the atmosphere must have been like in the room. The men 
are lounging, enjoying a drink and discussing the events of the 
week.  And I’m sure resurrection from the dead is on the top of 
the list.    Martha, true to character, is serving the meal and Mary 
is on the other side of the room doing who knows what.  Lazarus 
is still a bit shaky on his feet.  The mood is joyful and lively yet 
there is also a heaviness of heart, something of which no one 
speaks. 
 

After the meal is underway, Mary, in full view of everyone, 
breaks out an expensive bottle of perfume.  And, as she removes 
the lid, the intense scent begins to permeate the room.  The 
conversation slows and finally subsides as one by one the men 
look toward Mary.  They have known her for years and are 
aware that, unlike her sister, she can sometimes be a bit 
emotional and impractical.  Even so, they would never have 
expected what happens next.   
 

Mary kneels before Jesus, takes her extravagant perfume and 
pours the entire bottle on his feet.  And, if this wasn’t enough, 
she then lets down her long beautiful hair using it to wash and 
wipe his feet.   This is a lavish action  that would have raised 
more than an eyebrow or two.   And, if reading it today makes us 
a bit uncomfortable – imagine what it was like for those in the 
room! Respectable Jewish women did not let their hair down in 
public.  Even those who were ‘not so respectable’ would never 
display such a public show of affection.   So when Mary does, it 
is shocking and everyone in the room knows what she means.  
She is expressing her deep love for Jesus, a love that is neither 
contained nor respectable. 
 

And what may be even more surprising is Jesus response to 
Mary.  Jesus not only lets her anoint his feet with lavish and 
expensive perfume… He clearly wants her to express her 
affection in this way.  For he knows that Mary is pointing to 
something beyond the useful and the practical.   And this I think 
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gets to the heart of the story.  In her lavish expression of love, 
Mary gives us a glimpse of the abundant love of God in Jesus for 
us.  And this is overwhelming and uncomfortable.   For it 
awakens those deep feelings of longing we learn to hide.   
Mary’s gesture stops us from reducing our faith in God to the 
practical and frees us to experience the beauty of God.   For we 
see and experience glimpses of the presence today in the beauty 
all around us…. in art, music, in relationships.  And, most of all, 
through signs of generosity and love, we seek to make the beauty 
of God’s kingdom known in our world.  Here we see the 
interplay of mystery, suffering and beauty.  And this interplay 
forms the heart of our worship as we come together each week.   
In the music, in the sacrament, in the sacredness of this space we 
encounter the mystery of the beauty of God among us. 
 

And so, call to mind again your personal experience of 
something beautiful.  Imagine you are there again, dwelling in 
the mystery and basking in the beauty of God.  So take the time 
this month to reflect on the beauty of God’s presence in our 
world.  It is the month of May and the beauty of spring can be 
seen all around us.  And, most significantly for St Peter’s, it is 
the month of May.  This will be my first May Fair and I greatly 
look forward to this special event when we gather together as a 
church for fun and fellowship, a day when we make the beauty 
of God known in our community. 
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picture for may 

Saint Matthias the Apostle 
was chosen to  take the place of Judas 

among the Apostles 

Feast Day - 14 May 
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parish neWs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Passiontide began at the start of April and the schools broke up 
at the same time, meaning that their holiday took place in the 
fortnight before Easter. Two excellent Easton Square Concerts 
took place before Holy Week, on the 30th of March and 6th of 
April, both using the new stage and lighting recently acquired, 
which greatly added to the visual impact of the performances. 
After Easter there were three more, on the 20th and 27th of April, 
and then the last of the season, a piano concert featuring our own 
Leslie Howard is scheduled for the 4th of May. 
 

Palm Sunday was marked by the Procession with donkey and 
palms around Eaton Square, featuring Bayleaf the donkey and 
crowds of very happy children. On Monday in Holy Week the 
evening Eucharist included a meditation on the life and work of 
Sebastiao Salgado, the Brazilian photographer and 
environmentalist. 
 

On Tuesday evening we welcomed a small but very appreciative 
audience for a ‘Concert of Sacred Music for Holy Week’, a 
beautiful performance of the ethereal Leçons de Ténèbres by 
François Couperin, for two female voices and organ. The 
outstanding singing of Amy Haworth and Charlotte Ashley, 
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accompanied by Andrew-John Smith, was a high point of a 
moving week. The musical setting of the Lamentations text, 
mourning the destruction of Jerusalem, was punctuated by two 
accounts from contemporary refugees fleeing war. We hope to 
have similar devotional concerts again. 
 

Wednesday’s evening Eucharist also included a meditation from 
Revd Julie, and the services over the following days for Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday were as moving as 
always at St Peter’s, leading us through the events of our Lord’s 
last supper, betrayal, trial and crucifixion to the joy of the  
resurrection on Holy Saturday night. The new Paschal Candle 
was lit from a bonfire outside the church, and carried into the 
darkness, filling the church with resurrection light. On Easter 
Sunday we celebrated with all our congregations and Catherine 
Cowie gave each of the children crosses made of multi coloured 
‘scraperboard’ on which to write their names as a sign of their 
sharing in the resurrection of Jesus. There were chocolate eggs as 
well, of course. Two special events during that week, both 
arranged by Revd Julie, were the shoe shining trip to Victoria 
Station on Maundy Thursday which generated lots of interest 
from travellers, and the children’s service telling ‘The Story of 
Good Friday’ at 10 am on that day, which was attended by many 
children and families.  
 

All the Holy Week services were beautifully sung and carefully 
led, thanks to our outstanding musicians and dedicated servers 
and staff. I would like to thank everyone for making it a deeply 
moving and appropriate remembrance and celebration. 
 

St Peter’s was closed for two days after Easter but St Peter’s 
Primary School returned on Tuesday the 18th, and then came to 
church for their Easter celebration service on Friday the 21st. On 
that day we also welcomed the family and friends of the late 
Michael Taylor, local resident and former racing driver, for his 
funeral in the church. 
 

The Youth Group met for a party hosted by parents on Sunday 
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the 23rd, and the Faith Discussion Group met to discuss and read 
about the resurrection of Christ on Monday the 24th. The church 
held its Annual Parochial Church Meeting on Wednesday the 
26th of April, and elected as Church Wardens Phil Clifton and 
Laura Cook. Jim Glen, who came to the end of his term as 
Warden, will become Church Treasurer. Those leaving the PCC 
were thanked, and others were elected and newly elected to 
serve. Once again the process was smoothly and carefully 
prepared by Valerie Smith our PCC Secretary. 
 

Before the end of April we welcomed for baptism  at the Family 
Eucharist Xinhao and Xintian Cui, along with Rosie Sophia Da 
Silva Davis on the 23rd of April, and Troy and Aurelia Preece 
Smith, adults Thomas Foster and Wen Shi, and Millie and Louis 
Amielle on the 30th of April. In May we have just two baptisms 
arranged at the time of going to press: Isaac Zhu at the Sung 
Eucharist on 7th May, and Liberty Young at the Family Eucharist 
on the 21st.  
 

May begins as usual with the May Day Bank holiday (on which 
the church is closed) and from then onwards our thoughts will 
turn to the May Fair, on Saturday the 20th, which we both pray 
and expect to be a great occasion for the parish and for St 
Peter’s. 
 
 



17 



18 

This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It 
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with 
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column is 
indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. 
You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even if you 
are unable to join us here. 

M   1 Philip and James, 
Apostles 

For the Eastern Orthodox 
churches 

Tu  2 Athanasius, Bishop of 
Alexandria, Teacher, 
373 

For refugees and all in exile from 
their homeland 

W   3  For our stewardship of the earth 

Th  4 English Saints and 
Martyrs of the 
Reformation Era 

For the healing of schism and 
division 

F    5  For our prayer board requests 

Sa   6  For the Mayor of London 

Su   7 4th Sunday of Easter 
and St Peter’s 
Dedication Festival 

For the Parish 

M    8 Julian of Norwich, 
Spiritual Writer, c. 1417 

For spiritual directors and guides 

Tu    9  For BAP selectors 

W   10  For Churchwardens in this 
Deanery 

Th  11  For peace 
F    12  For our prayer board requests 

Sa   13  For the Zacchaeus 2000 Trust 

Su  14 5th Sunday of Easter For the Parish 

M  15 Matthias the Apostle For our vocation as disciples of 
Jesus 

may calendar 
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calendar contd 
Tu  16 Caroline Chisholm, 

Social Reformer, 1877 
For the church’s commitment to the 
vulnerable 

W   17  For the work of Amnesty 
International 

Th  18  For the business community within 
the Parish 

F   19 Dunstan, archbishop, 
monastic reformer, 988 

For our Prayer Board requests 

Sa  20 Alcuin, deacon, abbot, 
804 

For all English religious 
communities 

Su   21 6th Sunday of Easter For the Parish 

M   22 Rogation Day For wise stewardship of the earth 

Tu  23 Rogation Day For good conditions of work 

W  24 Rogation 
John and Charles 
Wesley, 1791 and 1788 

For Methodist churches throughout 
the world 

Th  25 Ascension Day In thanksgiving for the glorious 
Ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

F  26 Augustine, first 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 605 

For our Prayer Board requests 

Sa  27  For St Peter’s Primary School 

Su  28  Sunday after 
Ascension Day 

For the Parish 

M  29  For theological educators 

Tu  30 Josephine Butler, 
Social Reformer, 1906 

For all working for social reform 

W  31 The Visit of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to 
Elizabeth 

For our readiness to proclaim the 
Gospel. 
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from the magazine - may 1917 

Girl Guides 
 

We have been asked to make it 
known that it is proposed to start a 
Girl Guides Officers’ Training 
Corps.  The instruction under a 
very competent officer will be given 
at 18, Cadogan Place.   Girls in 
considerable numbers are asking to 
join Patrols, but the scarcity of 
officers makes it impossible at 
present to accept their applications.  
It is hoped that there may be many 
girls of education from 17 years old 
upwards who will have time and  
the will to help in this very excellent 
work.  We all know what the Scout 
Movement has done for boys, and 
the Girl Guides is an  equally 

valuable and useful organisation for girls.  The need of  the 
country for discipline and fellowship and the capacity to work 
together is most real. We hope that this call to service will meet 
with the response it deserves.  All who are able to join the  
Instruction Class should apply at once to Mrs. Bingham, 20 
Carlyle Square, who is the Hon. Secretary for Girl Guides. 
 

Easter Vestry 
 
The Vestry was held on April 20th at 6.30p.m.  The Vicar re-
appointed Mr R L Hunter as Vicar’s Warden.  Mr A Brisco, who 
has served as People’s Warden for several years, had expressed 
to the Vicar at his coming his desire to retire from the office.  
This he kindly did at first, so that it might not be thought that he 
was resigning office through any personal difference with him.  
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Comment: 

The first of these extracts shows how St Peter’s recognised then, as 
people do now, the value of associations for young people. It is 
interesting that even in those times, when at least the richer people in the 
congregation generally had more leisure, there were problems with 
recruiting officers to run the groups – and that was without the additional 
hurdles of DBS checks and the pressure of other entertainments in the 
evenings. 
 
The second tells us of the Vestry Meeting in 1917 with very many 
parallels with our own Vestry meeting held on 26 April.  The Vestry 
Meeting now precedes the Annual Parochial Church meeting, and differs 
from it in that anyone resident in the parish and on the civil electoral 
register may attend, whereas attendance at the APCM is more restricted. 
The sole purpose of the Vestry Meeting now is to appoint the 
churchwardens for the year. The system now is rather different from the 
one in 1917.  In those days, one warden, the Vicar’s Warden, was 
appointed by the Vicar, and the second, the People’s Warden, was 
chosen by vote at the APCM.  Now, both wardens are elected at the 
APCM with the incumbent retaining a right to object to a candidate if he 
or she has concerns about whether they could work successfully together.  
We hope that this does not happen too often! 
 

The Vicar thanked both the Wardens for their help and 
assistance to him.  We feel sure that we are speaking for many in 
thank Mr. Brisco for his work in that  office.  He will act as one 
of the sidesmen, so we shall not lose him from a share in our 
work.  General Sir A E Codrington was unanimously elected 
Warden in his place.  Mr Hunter submitted the Statements of 
Accounts for which the Churchwardens are responsible, the 
Church Maintenance and the Clergy and Choir Funds.  There is 
a balance on all these accounts, except on the Choir Fund.  The 
accounts were accepted.  At the suggestion of the Vicar it was 
resolved to send a letter to Mr Lawley regretting that he had 
resigned the charge of the Parish through ill-health, and 
expressing a hope that he may soon be restored to health and 
work. 
 

        Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith 
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sT PETEr’s  WW1 MEMoriaL 

Lt. Col. John Stormonth-Darling 
DSO, 1878-1916  (spelt  
Stornmouth Darling on our 
memorial) was the son of Patrick 
Stormonth -Darling and Katherine 
Scott.  He was educated at 
Cordwalles and Loretto where he 
was a school prizeman and played 
in the XV.  Later he played  rugby 
for the Edinburgh Wanderers.     

On leaving school he studied law 
for a while, and records tell us that 
he hunted with the Duke of 
Buccleugh, rode in point-to-points 
and enjoyed shooting.  He was 'a 
big man physically and a powerful 
heavyweight horseman ... full of common sense and blunt and 
forthright in his speech'. 
 

He joined the army and fought in the Boer War when he was 
mentioned in Despatches.  In 1900 he was commissioned into the 
2nd Battalion Scottish Rifles.  He served with the Expeditionary 
force in France and Flanders and in 1914 took part in the retreat 
from Mons. He was involved in most of the heavy fighting 
during and after the retreat and was mentioned in Despatches.  
The following year he was given command of the 9th Battalion 
of the Highland Light Infantry.  Aged 38 he was killed by a 
sniper while doing the rounds of his positions. His body lies in 
the Guillemont Road Cemetery, Somme. 
 

Having been mentioned in despatches for the second time, John 
was awarded a posthumous DSO for 'gallant and distinguished 
service in the field'.  His two younger brothers also served in 
WW1. 
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 Second Lieutenant George Glyn 
Fowler  1896-1915 came from an 
Irish family, the younger son of 
Captain Robert Henry Fowler and 
Mabel nee Glyn. His grandmother 
was born a Coddington, a well 
known family who traced their 
ancestors back to the Domesday 
Book  (1086).  George's parents 
lived in Enfield, County Meath 
but his grandparents had a house 
in 51 South Street, Mayfair, 
which may explain his connection 

with St. Peter's. 
 

George and his brother went to Eton and followed their father to 
Sandhurst.  His brother, Robert St. Leger Fowler (named after 
his maternal grandfather) joined the 17th. Lancers and was 
awarded the Military Cross in 1916 in the defence of Amiens..  
He was a very fine cricketer and  captained the Eton College side 
against Harrow in 1910.  His performance became a cricket 
legend because of his all round batting and bowling which 
allowed Eton to win against all the odds. Wisden stated that 'In 
the whole history of cricket there has been nothing more 
sensational'. It has been nicknamed 'Fowler's match'. 
 

George joined the King's Rifle Corps in 1914 and in the 
following year he went to the front with his regiment.  He was 
wounded during the Battle of Loos and died in hospital in La 
Pugnoy, aged 19. 

 

     PHOEBE HILARY 
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Sunday, 7 May: 4th Sunday of 
Easter - Dedication Festival 
Kings 8: 22-30 
Hebrews 12: 18-24 
Matthew 21: 12-16 
 
Sunday, 14 May: 5th Sunday 
of Easter 
Acts 7: 55-60 
1 Peter 2: 2-10 
John 14: 1-14 

Sunday, 21 May: 6th Sunday 
of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31 
1 Peter 3: 13-22 
John 14: 15-21 
 
Sunday, 28 May: 7th Sunday 
of Easter 
Acts 1: 6-14 
1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11 
John 17: 1-11 

readings for may 

from the registers 

BAPTISM 
  23 April - Rosie da Silva  Davies
    - Xinhao Cui 
    - Xinyian Cui 
 
  30 April - Emily Isabella Howard 
     Louis Edgar Howard 
    - Troy Preece Smith 
    - Aurelia Preece Smith 
    - Wen Shi 
    - Thomas Foster 
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"For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was ill and you 
looked after me, I was in pris-
on and you came to visit 
me." (Matt 25:35-36)    

 A few years ago, after I'd made the decision to quit my job, 
move back home to live with my Mother and dedicate my time 
to volunteering with the Church - I found myself contemplating 
the verses above, and so resolved to become an official prison 
visitor. This was to become one of the most challenging, respon-
sibility-heavy, and treasured duties of my life. I learnt many 
things, about the world and also about myself.   

I remember one particularly transformative conversation. It still 
makes me angry, and will stay with me for the rest of my life.    

In her early twenties, Sharon (not her real name) was of a similar 
age to me, but our lives had been very different. We had an hour-
long meeting, during which she shared with me not only the trag-
edy of her life story, but also her innermost thoughts, hopes and 
fears.  
 

During our meeting, Sharon shared her tragic life story with me; 
an abusive childhood and subsequent mental illness, followed by 
drug addiction and with anxieties over worth and guilt, abandon-
ing her children, her partner, and her home. Now sleeping rough, 
Sharon tried numerous attempts at getting clean, but with no-one 
to turn to and nowhere to go, she continued to fall further into 
the trap of substance abuse.    

from catherine 
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On one of her attempts to get herself off the streets, she had 
turned to a church, a place and people, that offered shelter to the 
homeless at night.  
 

This church received her with open arms - until they found out 
that she was not a local to that sleepy seaside town.  
 

Sharon had run a long way, from her abusive parents, from her 
home, her children, her town and her life. Going through so 
much difficulty, she'd managed to build up the courage to reach 
out. Yet this church, a House of God on earth, threw St Mat-
thew's "stranger" back out into the darkness; back out to spend 
the night in the cold and wet; hopeless, friendless and feeling 
utterly alone.     

I know from my experience volunteering on behalf of St Peter’s 
with the Passage homeless shelter, that there are bureaucratic 
stipulations, especially when it comes to people management and 
geographical jurisdiction. However, the human element is sup-
posed to be the refinement to the blunt rules; through people, 
surely humanity must prevail - especially when those people are 
associated with the church.  
 

The Passage is a wonderful refuge for our homeless people here 
in London and if anyone would like to volunteer to help in any 
way at The Passage, I would strongly encourage you to do so.  
 

I believe it is our sacramental duty to respond to human need by 
loving service, to seek to transform unjust structures of society 
and to pursue peace and reconciliation; to invite people in from 
the cold, not turn them away because they don't fit within our 
"designated quota".   
 

 For me, that church by the sea abdicated its moral duty and 
shamed us all that day when they turned Sharon away. Obviously 
I only heard one side of the story, and the people at the church 
might have had another perspective, but Sharon’s experience of 
their response was very real. 
 

I listened to Sharon; I told her I believed she'd succeed in staying 
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off drugs, and that I would be praying for her. Yet this small 
thing gave her strength because no-one else had believed in her 
in her life. I thank God that Sharon's heart had the forgiveness 
for that church that gave her the willingness to try again, for her-
self and with God. 
 

"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat...I was a 
stranger and you invited me in...I was in prison and you came to 
visit me." (Matt 25:35-36)  
 

My vocation, simply put, is to bring all people back to God.    

I became an official prison visitor in reaction to that vocation, 
because I believe not only in the transformative power of the 
love that God has for us all but that it is my duty as a Christian, 
not just to preach the gospel, but to live it - and to lead others to 
do the same.  
 

We are God's ambassadors on Earth. I myself continue to strive 
harder, to hear God and choose the right path; my prayer is that I 
remain strong against soulless paperwork and fortified by my 
own abilities to respond to human need by loving service. Ongo-
ing, I see myself fighting to put the humanity into bureaucracy, 
be it that of the church, the state, or just the stubborn individual 
ignoring their own conscience.  
 

We are all capable of feeding the hungry, of inviting in the 
stranger, of choosing God's way over the easy way; it just re-
quires that we remind ourselves of that.  
 

My prayer for May is that we all trust that we have the power to 
change people’s lives for the better and that we have the courage 
to do so in any way we can. We are God’s ambassadors on Earth  
- it is US, so let’s do that role justice and be the change we want 
to see in our world.  
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hyde park - 21 april 2017 

King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery 
 

41 round gun salute to mark the 91st Birthday of 
 

Her Majesty The Queen 
 

at the Parade Ground - Hyde Park 
 

 
Picture taken by Samantha Singlehurst 
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recipe for may 

LEMON DRIZZLE CAKE 
 
Ingredients 
 

 175g (6oz) unsalted butter,  
       softened, plus extra to grease 
 175 g (6oz) caster sugar 
 4 medium eggs, lightly beaten 
 3 lemons 
 125 g (4oz) gluten-free  

       self-raising flour 
 50 g (2oz) ground almonds 
 75 g (3oz) sugar cubes 

 
Method 
 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C (160°C 
fan) Gas mark 4.  Grease and line a 900g (2lb) loaf tin with 
parchment paper.   

2. In a large bowl, beat together the butter and  sugar with an 
electric hand whisk until pale and fluffy, about 5 minutes.   

3. Gradually beat in the eggs, followed by the finely grated zest 
of 2 of the lemons and the  juice of ½ a lemon. 

4. Fold the flour and ground almonds into the butter mixture, 
then spoon into the  tin and bake for 40-50 minutes or until a 
skewer inserted in the centre comes ou clean.   

5. Leave to cool in the tin for 10 minutes, then invert on to a 
wire rack to cool. 

6. Meanwhile, put the sugar cubes into a small bowl with the 
juice of 1½ lemons and the pared zest of 1 lemon (you will 
have 1 zested but un-juiced lemon left over). 

7. Soak for 5 minutes, then use the back of a spoon to crush the 
cubes roughly. Spoon over the warm cake and leave to cool 
completely before serving in slices. 



31 

St Peter’s Church 
Eaton Square 

 

We are a distribution  
point for the  

WESTMINSTER FOODBANK 
Please donate tinned  
food and dry goods.  

The box is located next to  
   the outreach 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE  
IN THIS MAGAZINE? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FULL PAGE  £50.00 per issue 
HALF PAGE  £25.00 per issue  

 

Contact the Parish Administrator for more details on 
Tel:  020 7235 4482  
or email: admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 

  
 

 



32 



33 
natashalaurels@gmail.com 

TEL: 020 7384 5444 
 

MOB: 075 0586 2424 
 

Email: justask@ask-nik.com 

VIRUS/SPYWARE REMOVAL  
SLOW OR BOOT UP PROBLEMS 
UPGRADE/INSTALLATION 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
CABLE/BROADBAND 
BACKUP 
BUSINESS/HOME USERS 
HOME/OFFICE VISITS 
REMOTE SUPPORT 
FAST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 
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OUR COMMON LIFE 
Vicar  
The Revd Ralph Williamson 
020 7235 4242 
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

Assistant Priest  
The Revd Julie Khovacs 
07540 418 623 
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Catherine Cowie 
catherine@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

Honorary Assistant Priest 
The Revd Ros Trafford-Roberts 
020 7235 4482 
 

Churchwardens 
Phil Clifton 
07703 396 416 
Laura Cook 
07775 331 456 
 

Hon. Treasurer 
Jim Glen 
Jim.glen@yahoo.com 
 

P.C.C. Secretary 
Valerie Smith 
 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Valerie Smith 
020 7235 4482 
vasmith@btinternet.com 
 

Verger  
George Middleton 
07949 678570 
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

Parish Administrator 
Olivia Reed 
020 7235 4482 
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

Book-Keeper 
Susan Redwin 
020 7235 4482 
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

Director of Music 
Andrew-John Smith 
07545 009 607 
acjsmith45@hotmail.com 
 
Deputy Director of Music 
Andrew Sackett 
andrewjsackett@gmail.com 
 
 

Groundsman 
Laurence Aldridge 
 
 

P.C.C. Members 
Francesca Campagnoli 
Richard Carter 
Philip Clifton 
Laura Cook 
Elizabeth Da Silva 
Ann Fincher O’Brien 
Claire Glen 
Jim Glen 
Jake Goedhuis 
James Gourlay 
Ever Gutierrez 
John Hilary 
Sian Jarvis 
Artemis Kassi 
Raana Khatabakhsh 
Jacqueline Ladds 
Christopher Maguire 
Lynne Mark 
Susan Moore 
Vivien Reed 
Judith Richardson 
Valerie Smith 
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Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
Nickie Aiken 
020 7834 2893 
Sarah Byford 
077738 282453 
Ann Caro 
020 7834 9692 
Griselda Bourne 
07769 693 311 
Linda Childs 
020 7723 6080 
Philip Course 
07956 855 950 
Rosa da Silva 
020 7821 1809 
Judith Evans 
020 7976 6427 
Jim  and Claire Glen 
020 7821 8671 
Ever Gutierrez 
07709 543 391 
John Hilary 
020 7223 3860 
Phoebe Hilary 
020 7259 0486 
Peter and Elizabeth Ho 
07802 888 996 
Leslie Howard 
020 8764 8364 
Ted Jones 
020 7834 7692 
Lydia Marshall Bain 
020 7582 0922 

George Middleton 
07949 678 570 
Carl Muller 
020 7235 6857 
Jenny McHugh 
020 7233 1144 
David and Laura Propert 
07831 434 680 
Katherine Radcliffe 
020 7630 1580 
Vivien Reed 
07956 310 764 
Olivia Reed 
020 7235 4482 
Judith Richardson 
020 3268 0055 
Saskia Sissons 
020 7245 1159 
Andrew Scofield 
07801 730 087 
Valerie Smith 
020 7834 9251 
David Stanley 
020 7736 9800 
Nancy Wood 
020 7730 5877 
 
P.C.C. School Governors 
Jim Glen 
020 7821 8671 
Ted Gush 
020 7730 0497 
Judith Richardson 
020 3268 0055 
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Foundation Parent School   
Governors 
Tony Evans 
Frances Ramsey 
 

School Headteacher  
Miles Ridley 
020 7641 4230 
 

Deanery Synod 
Richard Carter 
020 7794 9195 
Jim Glen 
020 7821 1809 
John Hilary 
020 7223 3860 
Vivien Reed 
07956 310 764 
Judith Richardson* 
020 3268 0055 
Valerie Smith 
020 7834 9251 
* Also Diocesan Synod 
 

Standing Committee 
Chair: the Vicar  
 

Resources Committee 
Chair: Jim Glen 
 

Worship Committee 
Chair: the Vicar 
 

Parish Revenue Group 
Convenor:   Katherine Stephens 
 

Communications & Media Group 
Convenor: Sian Jarvis 
 

Young Formation Group 
Convenor:  
 

Adult Formation Group 
Convenor: the Assistant Priest 
 

The Outreach Group 
Convenor:  Revd Julie 
 

Hospitality Co-ordinator 
Laura Cook 
 

 
Safeguarding Officer 
Vivien Reed 
07956 310 764   
 
Children’s Advocate  
Artemis Kassi 
020 7932 0133 
 
Parish Magazine Editor 
Phoebe Hilary 
020 7259 0486 
 
Bible Reading Fellowship 
Please contact the Parish Office  
for  more information 
 
Rotas: 
 

Family Eucharist Servers  
Jim Glen 
020 7821 8671 
 

Family Eucharist Readers 
Laura Propert 
07831 434 680 
 
Family Eucharist Refreshments 
Raana Khatabakhsh 
07742 521 650 
 
Sung Eucharist Welcomers 
Graham Taylor 
07779 269 351 
 
Sung Eucharist Drinks 
Judith Richardson 
020 3268 0055 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                    





                         Sundays 
 

 Holy Communion   8.15 a.m.  
 Family Eucharist              9.45 a.m.  
 Sung Eucharist            11.15 a.m.                 

              Daily 
 Morning Prayer       7.30 a.m. 
 Evening Prayer    5.00 p.m. 
 Daily Eucharist                        12.30 p.m. 
 plus Wednesdays    8.00 a.m. 
 Fridays at St Peter’s School *  9.10 a.m. 
 *during term time only     

Worship at St Peter’s 

For other acts of worship please see inside this  
magazine or on the Church notice boards 

www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk 
 

020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk  

St Peter’s Church 
119 Eaton Square 

London SW1W 9AL 

Cover photo taken by David Propert 


