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FROM THE PRIEST MISSIONER

As I write this letter we are mid-way through the season of Lent.
And, as we look forward to very soon celebrating Holy Week and
Easter together, I thought I would share my reflection on this
week’s readings, in particular Isaiah 55.1-9.
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that
you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my
steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall
call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know
you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One
of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be
found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their
way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the
Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor
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are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.
I recall studying Isaiah in theological college. I loved it then and I
love it now. It has much to say about God’s everlasting and unconditional love for each of us. And yet, before we delve too deeply into the passage, let’s imagine for a moment that, rather than sitting
in church listening to me preach, we are in a far off county. This
country is unknown to us. Its customs our unfamiliar possibly dangerous. We don’t really like it here. The people are not very friendly. There never seems to be enough food – at least not the food we
like. We are even having trouble getting along with one another. We
feel lonely and long to be home. Where is God we wonder. Why
has he abandoned us is this strange land?
This was the experience of the people of Israel in exile and we
know all too well this is the experience of many people today… as
the consequences of war force people to flee their homes, their
family and all that is familiar. And yet, if we take the prophet Isaiah
to heart we see there is hope, hope in the form of an invitation from
God. 'Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; And you that have
no money come, buy and eat!’ In the words of a middle eastern water seller, God is advertising his invitation like a merchant in the
market. The abundance of God’s banquet is not something that can
be bought. It is a gift, open and free. The people of Israel had experienced a long silence from God in exile. They believed that God
had abandoned them. Isaiah, speaking on behalf of God, assures Israel that God has been with them in the silence. And now, after
many long years, God’s silence is broken through an invitation to a
banquet. As Israel delights itself with rich food, God reminds them
of his covenant, his promise of an everlasting relationship with his
people. And, although the people might have abandoned God, God
has not and will not abandon them. ‘Seek the Lord while he may be
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found, call upon him while he is near.’ This is not a general invitation to seek good things from God but an exhortation to seek God
himself. And, by implication, Isaiah is claiming that God is here to
be found.
In some ways, we are like a people in exile. At times we feel abandoned by God. Isaiah then, in this passage, is speaking to us. For
those of us burdened by life’s worries, God says ‘Come and eat.
Seek me while I am here to be found.’ And yet, this is not so easy.
We are anxious about our future, our family, the state of the world.
We know we shouldn't worry but we do. We are fearful and concerned about the reality of war and what it will mean to us and to
those we care about. And we wonder at the justice of believing in a
God of abundance when so many suffer. In the midst of all this we
try to seek God, but we can’t seem to find him.
So what then can we do? The apostle Paul experienced similar
frustrations and, in his letter to the Corinthian church, he points towards a resolution. ‘God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but he will provide the way out so that
you may be able to endure it.’ The truth is that we can’t overcome
our fears, our anxieties on our own. We need the care and the guidance of God. ‘Seek the Lord while he may be found’ Let’s be careful not to misunderstand Isaiah here. He is not telling us to seek
God so that we will find him as if God is playing a cosmic game of
hide and seek. The truth is that we cannot find God on our own.
Isaiah is saying that we may seek God because God is already
here. He has already found us. If this tells us anything, it tells us
that God’s ways are different from ours. His ways are higher than
our ways. And, although it may not sound like it, this is very good
news. We may not always understand God’s ways. But we can
have faith that in our confusion, our anxiety and our doubt God
will never abandon us. For God’s way is the way of forgiveness
and salvation. His way is an invitation to new life.
4

Sometimes God’s invitation is obvious – more often it is quiet, a
bit hidden, waiting for our recognition. We may wish God’s voice
in our life was clear and loud but most often God speaks to us in
the quiet. He, as Judith once said, ‘whispers in our ear.’ I love this
image of God whispering in our ear. For when one whispers in our
ear we must make an effort to hear. We can easily hear a shout but
a whisper takes our full attention. And so, to recognise God’s presence we may need to slow down, even stop to listen carefully. And
from here we can perceive that God is here. The presence of God
among us marks his sharing in our common life, in the life of joy
and of difficulty as it is lived by people then and now. This is the
hope our faith offers. God is present in and among us here today.
God will be with us as we go out from this place into the world, into the ordinary beauty of our lives. And this is why we return again
and again to the Eucharist; to hear God’s Word and to partake of
Holy Communion, God’s feast of outrageous abundance.
As we are invited to partake in the Eucharist each week, as we are
met by the presence of Christ, we may
want want to ponder the words of invitation. For in the midst of the trials of life,
we have been invited to drink deeply of
the waters of grace and feed on the bread
of life. And so, as we walk together these
next months, through Lent, Holy Week and into the season of Easter let’s remember the hope we have and share in Christ. And, as we
prepare to welcome our next Incumbent, let’s recall and celebrate
that in the midst of the darkness and light, God is near to us.

REVD JULIE
5

FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS

UPDATE ON THE APPOINTMENT
OF A NEW INCUMBENT
The closing date for the vacancy was 20 February, and shortlisting,
by a panel chaired by the Bishop of London and also including the
PCC representatives, the Archdeacon of Charing Cross, and the
Area Dean, took place on 28 February via Zoom.
A shortlist of four emerged from that process, and interviews were
held as planned on 18 March. The panel was in unanimous agreement about the appointment which has been made.
The usual checks are being carried out, following which there will
be an announcement simultaneously in the parish of origin and at
St Peter’s.
Meanwhile discussions of possible dates for the collation are under
way with the Bishop’s office.
RICHARD CARTER
SAMMIE SINGLEHURST
6

HELLO FROM THE NEW
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
Many of you will remember Davida Forbes who joined us as Parish Adminstrator, last March after many years of service by Olivia
Reed. For family reasons Davida had to leave us at Christmas. We
are grateful for all the work she did in getting the office used to
Church Desk, an office management tool, and in taking over some
of the work on the website as well as the day to day jobs.
The role is a vital one for the church so we lost no time in seeking a
suitable replacement for her. We were pleased to be able to appoint
Sheila Matthews, who came to us on 7 March and is working 25
hours a week.
She writes: “Hello, my
name is Sheila Matthews
and I am delighted to have
recently taken up the post
of Parish Administrator at
St Peter’s. Having spent the
last 13 years living in Bristol, we moved back to London last year and it has
been a great pleasure to reconnect with old friends. As a former St Peter’s parent and member
of the family service choir, its wonderful to see some familiar faces. “
We welcome her and hope she has a happy and fulfilling time here.
VALERIE SMITH
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PICTURE FOR APRIL

St George with the dragon, painted by Hans von
Kulmbach, in theWallraf–Richartz Museum. St
George was adopted as patron saint of England in
1350.. His feast day is 23 April
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FROM THE MAGAZINE
FOR APRIL 1942
GOOD FRIDAY.
A united service of Church of England and
Free Church people will be held at St Martin
-in-the-Fields at 6.15pm on Good Friday
April 3rd. The service has the full approval of
the Bishop of London, who, at a recent large
meeting in Westminster, spoke of the need for
co-operation between Christian bodies.
Members of all the Churches in the Westminster Deanery have been invited and the Rural Dean hopes that they will come even if it
entails some inconvenience.
FLOWERS FOR EASTER.
Owing to flowers being so scarce and so dear this year we shall be
unable to have our usual Easter decorations, but it has been suggested that there might be members of the congregation who would
like to give one arum lily for the Altar on Easter Day in remembrance of a relation or friend. One lily would cost about 3/-. If
there are any who would care to do this, they should communicate
with Miss Egerton-Warburton, St Peter’s Vestry, or with one of the
clergy for flowers for St Andrew’s and Christ Church.
We call special attendance to the Choral Evensong at St Peter’s on
Easter Eve, Saturday April 4th at 6pm. This service of confident expectancy can play a very helpful part in our preparation for Communion on the great festival of the Resurrection.
The Churchwardens wish it to be known that at Mr Kirk’s special
request the Easter offering will go towards defraying certain parochial expenses that have been incurred during the past year. To
have these debts cleared would, Mr Kirk assures us, bring him
great happiness, and we can best show our appreciation of his gen9

erous thought by giving liberally to the collections on Easter Day.
Any who are prevented from coming to the Church then can send
their contribution to the Parish Secretary at St Peter’s Vestry.
IN MEMORIAM. AUSTIN THOMPSON, PRIEST.
Friday, April 17th, will be the first anniversary of the death of the
late Vicar. We are sure that many will desire to remember him at
the Altar on that morning when the Holy Communion will be celebrated at 7.45 and also at 11.15am to give as many as possible the
opportunity of being present at Requiem.
HOLY WEEK SERVICES Mon-Thur, 8.30 HC Intercessions and a
short address”Steps to the Cross” by the Vicar. Fri, Litany and
ante-communion, Matins and Sermon, 3 hours from 12-3 conducted by the Bishop of Bristol; Easter Even, Matins and antecommunion, Choral Evensong 6pm.

COMMENT
For many years in the Church of England there was a custom of
making an Easter Offering on Easter Sunday from the congregation, to show their appreciation of the work done by the Vicar or
Rector. In some places there was a tradition of doing something
similar on Low Sunday for the Curate or Assistant Priest. There
were legal and thus inevitably Parliamentary disputes starting early in the 20th century, about whether these payments were a nontaxable gift, or formed part of a recognition for the performance of
duties, and therefore should be counted a taxable part of the stipend. There was a move in 1943 for at least a minimum amount to
be treated as a gift. In Prebendary Kirk’s time it would have been
considered normal for the money to go to him, so his making it
available for the general purposes of the church was a demonstration of generosity.
VALERIE SMITH
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?
PALMS ON PALM SUNDAY
Q. Why we have palm crosses distributed on Palm Sunday and carry them in procession?
The answer may seem obvious – we are re-enacting the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, when the people strewed palms in front of his
donkey. In fact, only John’s gospel mentions that palms were used.
Luke’s refers only to garments being strewn, and Matthew and
Mark refer to “leafy branches”. The ceremonies now associated
with Holy Week date from different periods, but the carrying of
branches to celebrate the Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem
goes back a very long way.
We have a first-hand account of the Holy Week ceremonies in Jerusalem in about the year 390 from a pilgrim named Egeria. She
mentions the Palm Sunday procession in these terms: “And when
the eleventh hour begins, there is read that passage from the Gospel
where children with branches and palms meet the Lord saying,
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord’. And immediately the bishop rises and all the people go forward from there
entirely on foot from the summit of the Mount of Olives. For all the
people go before him with hymns and antiphons… And there are
very many children in these places – including those who cannot
walk on foot; because they are to be carried, their parents carry
them on their shoulders – all carrying branches, some of palm, others of olive; and so the bishop is led in the same way as the Lord
was led then”.
So even at this time palms were not the only branches used even in
the Holy Land. Those who could not manage a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land increasingly looked for ways to live Holy Week in their
own context and in their different climatic conditions. Eamon
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Duffy, in his book “The Stripping
of the Altars” records the late medieval usage according to the Sarum rite. At the beginning of Mass,
St John’s account of the triumphal
entry was read “The priest then
blessed the green branches, which
were called palms but were usually box, yew or willow. The palms
were distributed and clergy and people processed out of the church
led by a painted wooden cross without a figure”. These usages
were abolished at the Reformation, turning the observance of the
day into a words-only event.
I was interested to find willow referred to among the branches used
in place of palms. I remember that, when I was a very small child
out on a short walk with my great-grandmother, I asked the name
of a tree I saw, which I found out later was a pussy willow. She
said it was “palm”. I made no connection at the time, but it seems
likely that from long use of pussy willow on Palm Sunday the term
had crept into the local idiom having lost any necessary connection
with Holy Week.
We now use palms again, in the form of dried
fronds made into crosses. When other plants were
used some of the symbolism of the palm was inevitably lost – its association with martyrdom, with
peaceful victory and with eternal life but an element of spontaneous action as on that first Palm
Sunday was preserved.
VALERIE SMITH
This is intended as part of an occasional series on why we do
things in the liturgy and in the church more generally.
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LENT QUIET DAY. SATURDAY 2 APRIL

To be held at The Old Deanery, Dean’s Court, EC4 5AA,
(opposite St Paul’s) from 10am to 4pm.
All are welcome. The day will be led by Archdeacon Luke
Miller and will be a time for quiet, reflection and fellowship.
The cost is only £5 and we are asking everyone to bring their
own lunch. Contact Revd Julie if you are interested.
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SAINT FOR SPRING
Ælfheah (c. 953 – 19 April 1012), more commonly known today as Alphege, was an Anglo-Saxon Bishop of Winchester, later
Archbishop of Canterbury. He became an anchorite before being
elected abbot of Bath Abbey. His reputation for piety and sanctity
led to his promotion to the episcopate and, eventually, to his becoming archbishop. Ælfheah furthered the cult of Dunstan and also
encouraged learning. He was captured by Viking raiders in 1011
during the siege of Canterbury and killed by them the following
year after refusing to allow himself to be ransomed. Ælfheah was
canonised in 1078. Thomas Becket, a later Archbishop of Canterbury, invoked his protection just before his own murder in Canterbury Cathedral in 1170.
Ælfheah was born around 953, supposedly in Weston on the outskirts of Bath, and became a monk early in life. He first entered the
monastery of Deerhurst, but then moved to Bath, where he became
an anchorite. He was noted for his piety and austerity and rose to
become abbot of Bath Abbey. Indications are that Ælfheah became
abbot at Bath by 982, perhaps as early as 977. He may have shared
authority with his predecessor Æscwig after 968.
Probably owing to the influence of Dunstan, the Archbishop of
Canterbury between 959 and 988, Ælfheah was elected Bishop of
Winchester in 984, and was consecrated on 19 October that year.
While bishop he was largely responsible for the construction of a
large organ in the cathedral, audible from over a mile away and
said to require more than 24 men to operate. He also built and enlarged the city's churches, and promoted the cult of Swithun and
his own predecessor, Æthelwold of Winchester. One act promoting
Æthelwold's cult was the translation of Æthelwold's body to a new
tomb in the cathedral at Winchester, which Ælfheah presided over
on 10 September 996.
15

Following a Viking raid in 994, a
peace treaty was agreed with one of
the raiders, Olaf Tryggvason. Besides receiving danegeld (a kind of
Anglo-Saxon protection money paid
to ensure that Danish raiders left the
payers unmolested in future), Olaf
converted to Christianity and undertook never to raid or fight the English again. Ælfheah may have
Image from Catholic Online.
played a part in the treaty negotiations, and it is certain that he confirmed Olaf in his new faith.
In 1006, Ælfheah succeeded Ælfric as Archbishop of Canterbury,
taking Swithun's head with him as a relic for the new location. He
went to Rome in 1007 to receive his pallium—symbol of his status
as an archbishop—from Pope John XVIII. While at Canterbury, he
promoted the cult of Dunstan, ordering the writing of the second
Life of Dunstan, which Adelard of Ghent composed between 1006
and 1011. He also introduced new practices into the liturgy, and
was instrumental in the Witenagemot's recognition of Wulfsige of
Sherborne as a saint in about 1012. Ælfheah sent Ælfric of
Eynsham to Cerne Abbey to take charge of its monastic school. He
was present at the council of May 1008 at which Wulfstan II,
Archbishop of York, preached his Sermo Lupi ad Anglos (The Sermon of the Wolf to the English), castigating the English for their
moral failings and blaming the latter for the tribulations afflicting
the country.
In 1011, the Danes again raided England, and from 8–29 September they laid siege to Canterbury. Aided by the treachery of Ælfmaer, whose life Ælfheah had once saved, the raiders succeeded in
sacking the city. Ælfheah was taken prisoner and held captive for
seven months. Godwine (Bishop of Rochester), Leofrun (abbess of
St Mildrith's), and the king's reeve, Ælfweard were also captured,
but the abbot of St Augustine's Abbey, Ælfmær, managed to escape. Canterbury Cathedral was plundered and burned by the
16

Danes following Ælfheah's capture. Ælfheah refused to allow a
ransom to be paid for his freedom, and as a result was killed on 19
April 1012 at Greenwich, reputedly on the site of what is now St
Alfege's Church (the parish church of Greenwich). The account of
Ælfheah's death appears in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: ‘... the
raiding-army became much stirred up against the bishop, because
he did not want to offer them any money, and forbade that anything
might be granted in return for him. Also they were very drunk, because there was wine brought from the south. Then they seized the
bishop, led him to their "hustings" on the Saturday in the octave of
Easter, and then pelted him there with bones and the heads of cattle; and one of them struck him on the head with the butt of an axe,
so that with the blow he sank down and his holy blood fell on the
earth, and sent forth his holy soul to God's kingdom.’
Ælfheah was the first Archbishop of Canterbury to
die a violent death. A contemporary report tells
that Thorkell the Tall attempted to save Ælfheah
from the mob about to kill him by offering everything he owned except for his ship, in exchange
for Ælfheah's life; this is not mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, and may have reflected a
subsequent need to exonerate at least some Danes
following the accession of a Dane to the English
throne in 1016 (Cnut, popularly known to history
as Canute). Some sources record that the final
blow, with the back of an axe, was delivered as an
act of kindness by a Christian convert known as
"Thrum." Ælfheah was buried in St Paul's Cathedral. In 1023, his body was moved by King Cnut
to Canterbury, with great ceremony. Lanfranc, the
Figure from
first post-Conquest archbishop, was dubious about Canterbury Cathedral
some of the saints venerated at Canterbury. He
was persuaded of Ælfheah's sanctity, but Ælfheah and Augustine of
Canterbury were the only pre-conquest Anglo-Saxon archbishops
kept on Canterbury's calendar of saints. Ælfheah's shrine, which
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had become neglected, was rebuilt and expanded in the early 12th
century under Anselm of Canterbury, who was instrumental in retaining Ælfheah's name in the church calendar. After the 1174 fire
in Canterbury Cathedral, Ælfheah's remains together with those of
Dunstan were placed around the high altar, at which Thomas
Becket is said to have commended his life into Ælfheah's care
shortly before his martyrdom during the Becket controversy. The
new shrine was sealed in lead, and was north of the high altar,
sharing the honour with Dunstan's shrine, which was located south
of the high altar.
A Life of Saint Ælfheah in prose and verse was written by a Canterbury monk named Osbern, at Lanfranc's request. The prose version has survived, but the Life is very much a hagiography; many
of the stories it contains have obvious Biblical parallels, making
them suspect as a historical record.
RICHARD CARTER

COMMENT
It is sometimes easy to forget how much we owe to biographers,
even to those who, like Osbern, were somewhat uncritical in dealing with the evidence. They do however often preserve not only
facts about a person, but show also how his contemporaries viewed
him. Osbern, or Osberanus, was a Benedictine who lived from
about 1050 to 1098. He became Precentor of Christ Church Canterbury. As well as writing in what was considered to be a clear
and elegant fashion, he was renowned as a musician and wrote two
treatises on musical subjects. He is best known for his biography
of St Dunstan. He spent some time at Bec, with St Anselm, who
appears to have been impressed by him.
VALERIE SMITH
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READINGS FOR APRIL AND MAY
Sun. 3 April: 5th Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43: 16-21
Philippians 3: 4b-14
John 12: 1-8
Sun.10 April: Palm Sunday.
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Philippians 2: 5-11
Luke 23: 1-49
Thur.14 April Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
Friday 15 April: Good Friday
Isaiah 52: 13 to end of chap.53
Hebrews 10: 16-25
John 18: 1-end chap.19
Saturday 16 April: Easter Eve
A number of Old Testament
readings, followed by:
Romans 6: 3-11
Luke 24: 1-12
Sun. 17 April: EASTER DAY
Acts 10: 34-43
1 Corinthians 15: 19-26
John 20: 1-18
Sun. 24 April: 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 5: 27-32

Revelation 1: 4-8
John 20: 19-31
Sun. 1 May: 3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 9: 1-6
Revelation 5: 11-14
John 21: 1-19
Sun. 8 May, Feast of Dedication
1 Chronicles: 29: 6-19
Ephesians 2: 19-22
John 2: 13-22
Sun. 15 May, 5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 11: 1-18
Revelation 21: 1-6
John 13: 31-35
Sun. 22 May, 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16; 9-15
Revelation 21: 10, 22-chap 22:.5
John 14 23-29
Thurs. 26 May: Ascension Day
Acts 1: 1-11
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24: 44-53
Sun,29 May: 7th Sunday of Easter,
Sunday. after Ascension Day
Acts 16: 16-34
Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26
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APRIL CALENDAR
Fr 1

For Eastern Europe

Sa 2
Sun 3

For our staff and volunteers
For the Parish

5th Sunday in Lent
Passiontide begins

Mon 4

For the depressed and lonely

Tu 5
W6

For those preparing for Baptism
and Confirmation
In penitence for our sins

Th 7

For our parish charities

Fr 8

For our Prayer Board requests

Sa 9

For our observance of Holy

Su 10

Palm Sunday

Week
For the Parish

M 11

Monday of Holy Week

Tu 12

Tuesday of Holy Week

We 13

Wednesday of Holy Week

Thur 14 Maundy Thursday

For the Church and the
World in Holy Week
For the Church and the
World in Holy Week
For the Church and the
World in Holy Week
For all Bishops, Priests and

Fr 15

Good Friday

Deacons
Of the Day

Sa 16

Easter Eve

Of the day

Su 17

EASTER DAY

With thanksgiving for the
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
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APRIL CALENDAR CONT’D
Mon18 Monday of Easter
Week
Tu 19 Tuesday of Easter
Week
We 20 Wednesday of Easter
Week
W 21 Anselm, Abbot of Bec.

With thanksgiving for the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
For the Archbishop of Canterbury

Archbishop of Canterbury, 1109
Th 22
F 23
Sa 24

George, Martyr, Patron of England c304

For St Peter’s School
For England and all its people

For the churches of London Diocese
Mellitus, Bishop of
London, first Bishop at
St Paul’s, 624

Su 25

4th Sunday of Easter

For the Parish

M 26

Mark the Evangelist

Tu 27

For our willingness to proclaim the
Gospel afresh in our generation.
For the arts

Christina Rossetti,
Poet, 1894
Peter Chanel, Mission- For emergency services
ary in the South Pacific, Martyr, 1841
Catherine of Siena,
For the people of Italy
Teacher of the Faith,
1380
Pandita Mary Ramabai, For the departed in April
Translator of the Scriptures, 1922

W 28

Th 29

F 30

21

22
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MAY CALENDAR
S1

3rd Sunday of Easter

For the Parish

M2

Philip and James, Apostles

For our future incumbent

Tu 3
W4

For tourism and hospitality in the
parish.
English Saints and Martyrs of
the Reformation Era

For ecumenical relations

Th 5

For local government

F6

For our prayer board intentions

Sa 7
Su 8

For the sick
For the Parish

Anniversary of the Dedication of St Peter’s Eaton
Square

M9

For church musicians

Tu 10

For lay ministry

W 11

For our clergy

Th 12

Gregory Dix, priest, monk,
scholar 1952

For liturgical studies

F 13

For refugees

Sa 14

Matthias the Apostle

Su 15

5th Sunday of Easter

For our vocation as disciples of
Christ.
For the Parish

This is the Church’s calendar for this month.In the right hand
column of this calendar is indicated the particular focus of
our prayer each day at St Peter’s which you may wish to incorporate in your own prayers.
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MAY CALENDAR CONT’D
M 16
Tu 17

For the elderly
For our church staff

W 18

For our prayer board requests

Th 19

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life,
988

For the Province of Canterbury

F 20

Alcuin, deacon, abbot 804

For monastic orders

Sa 21

Helena, Protector of the Holy Plac- For pilgrims
es, 330
6th Sunday of Easter
For the Parish and for all confirmed today

Su 22
M 23

Rogation Day

For all living and working in
the area

Tu 24

John & Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791/1788

For Methodist Churches

W 25

The Venerable Bede, Monk at

For the Church of England

Jarrow, 735
Th 26

Ascension Day

In thanksgiving for the glorious Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ

F 27
Sa 28
Su 29
M 30
M 31

For the departed in May
Lanfranc, monk, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Scholar, 1089
7th Sunday of Easter

For scholarship, teaching and
learning
For the Parish

Josephine Butler Social Reformer, For those who are trafficked,
1933
The Visit of the Blessed Virgin
For mothers
Mary to Elizabeth
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PARISH NEWS
February was an active month at St Peter’s. The school made regular visits to
the church and the Children’s Choir
met for rehearsals each Friday. Evelyn
Olugboja celebrated her birthday with a
lovely service followed by a party in
the parish hall.
We held a moving memorial service for
Fiona Kushvid along with a 1 year memorial service for Lorenc Xhaxo. The
PCC and various committees met in
February and from these meetings it is
clear that people long to gather together
again more regularly for both worship
and social events in church.
There were also several concerts in February and interviews were
held for the appointment of our administrator Sheila Matthews.
We are very happy to have Sheila as part of our team. St Peter’s
Poppets continues to flourish and Sarah Armstrong is now the
Poppets Coordinator. We have added a singing session every Monday which has been great fun. The Faith group and the book group
continue to meet and new members are always welcome.
The church became visibly busier in March with various meetings
and building works. The streaming equipment was installed and
works beautifully. Confirmation courses for children and adults
began early March and we look forward to Bishop Sarah confirming 36 candidates on Sunday the 22nd of May. March also saw the
beginning of Lent. We held four Ash Wednesday services and reintroduced the chalice into the Eucharist service. As part of our Lenten observances we are holding a Lent course each Wednesday
morning in Lent along with an evening Eucharist each Monday.
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We look forward to our Lenten Quiet Day the 2nd of April at the
Old Deanery with Fr Luke. The Children’s Choir sang on the 2nd
Sunday of Lent and we look forward to future performances. The
Family Eucharist and Sung Eucharist have been lovely and we
have particularly enjoyed the music. The Sung Eucharist choir is as
beautiful as always and the family choir has been growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
The interviews for St Peter’s next Incumbent took place in March
and we all look forward to welcoming him or her in the coming
months. We are very grateful to both Richard and Sammie, along
with the PCC, for all the work they have done this past year. I’d also like to add a personal thank you to Jacqui, Callum, Judith, Valerie and others for making this year of interregnum run smoothly
.In April we look forward to the school Holy Week service on the
1st of April. We look forward to Passion Sunday on the 3rd of
April when we will distribute leaflets for our Holy Week and Easter services. The following Sunday, the 10th. is Palm Sunday.
Please join us at 10.45 for our palm procession around Eaton
Square Gardens. During Holy Week we offer a Eucharist with reflection on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 pm. The Maundy Thursday service is 7 pm on the 14th of April. On Good Friday
the 15th of April we will hold our Good Friday family service at 10
am and the Good Friday liturgy at 12 noon. The Easter Vigil is at
8.30 pm on Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday will be as normal.
Everyone is encouraged to join us for Holy Week and Easter.
In May we plan to hold one or possibly two social events. Please
check the weekly email for information. Confirmation is on the
22nd of May and we look forward with joy to welcoming the newly confirmed into the life of our church community. We continue to
hold weekday Eucharist services on Tuesday 12.30, Wednesday 8
am and Thursday 12.30 and morning prayer M,T, Th and Friday at
8 am. We look forward to welcoming you during the week and on
Sundays through Lent, Holy Week and into the Easter season.
REVD JULIE
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OUR NEW STREAMING SYSTEM
How it started
Recording, still less streaming, our services was not something we
routinely did. Some major
events were recorded but
even for these we normally
contented ourselves with
still photographs. When
we went into the first very
severe lockdown, back in
March 2020, we decided
that, to include people who
were no longer permitted to
attend, we should post a
video of the services on a
YouTube channel. To begin
with, even the clergy were
not allowed into the church
and streaming was from the
Fr Ralph’s and Revd Julie’s
study.
How it developed
When eventually clergy were allowed back alone into the church it
felt wonderful to see the building again. Even when there were
not lockdowns, numbers in church were restricted so we continued
to stream the services on You Tube and got a significant audience.
However, transmission was still via a laptop, and our existing
sound system was designed for use only within the church. Music
was distorted by the system and even voice recordings could be
unreliable. So the PCC agreed that we should go for a permanent,
more professional streaming system; this would also be capable of
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being used by those renting the church who wished to allow virtual
attendance at their concerts and services. Funding was raised and
we researched a suitable system. Control of changes to churches is
not through normal secular routes but through the Diocese’s Faculty Jurisdiction. We submitted to the diocese the details of what we
planned and the justification for the changes and were granted a
faculty to carry out the work in March. Crystal Audio, with whom
we were working, ordered the equipment – cameras, microphones,
sound desk and associated equipment - but alas the cameras, from
post Brexit complications, became stuck in mainland Europe. Fitting started in September.
The practicalities
During this time it had become clear that it would be
possible for the cameras to be
positioned in an even more
unobtrusive way by the organ
loft supports and for the wiring to be reduced and largely
concealed. We applied to the
Diocese for an amendment to
our existing Faculty to permit these modifications and the amendment was granted at the beginning of December. By this time,
however, we were well into the period of Advent and Christmas
services, special events and nativity plays so it was impossible to
find a long enough period when the church was free for the fitting.
Finally in February the main work was completed, and we started
recording the two main Sunday services on 6th March. We want to
be able to live stream events as well as just record them; however,
we need to get a better internet connection for the church before
we can do that; this should be in place in the week beginning 28
March.
How it’s going
Reaction to the new system has been positive, with a much higher
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quality of picture and sound in the recordings, and far less clutter
in the sanctuary now that the laptop and its associated wires no
longer need to be there. People hardly notice the microphones and
the cameras; regular members of the congregation have mentioned
that they have only just seen fittings that have been in place for
months. In general we have significantly improved our facilities
while detracting in no way from the beauty of the building.
We thank those involved
with carrying out the project, especially Nick Fatkin of Crystal Audio who
has worked with me
through the period,
James Armstrong who
worked on the positioning of equipment and
produced the convincing
mock-up pictures necessary to support our Faculty application and Valerie Smith, who
worked on the text of the Faculty application. Thanks too to those
young people who help with operating the system.
How we afforded it
And thanks above all to those who generously donated money to
pay for the new system. Without these contributions the project
would not have got off the ground in the first place.
CALLUM SHAW
A NOTE ON THE CHURCH BELL
You will doubtless have noticed that the bell which rings for services as well as marking the hours and half hours of the day has
been silent. This is because the hammer that strikes it was damaged and is now being replaced. It may take a few weeks.
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MAY CHILDREN’S PAGE

NOTHING
CAN
SEPARATE
US FROM
GOD ‘S
LOVE
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EARLIEST THOUGHTS
The word “memory” has more than one meaning. It can mean the
mechanism by which we record what has happened to us over time
and it can also refer to individual events. Even though precious, either can be lost.
Long held happy memories are the best and one of the most significant can be our first memorialised event. The collecting of memories can start when we are very young indeed.
Our daughter can clearly remember being in a place which, from
her very accurate description, could only be the porch of a house
we left before she was a year old. She can remember sitting in her
pram and howling because she was “Too hot!”
She did a lot of howling in those days but of
everything which might have caused her distress it never crossed my mind that overwarmth could be a cause. I probably thought
she was chilly and piled on another blanket.
So much for the mothercraft books which
maintain that a mother always understands her
baby’s cries.
Recent research has suggested that the infant mind is more impressed by pattern than by pretty pictures. So out have gone the
designs of chicks and bunny rabbits to be replaced in the modern
nursery with geometric patterns in bold colours. This theory can
be borne out by the experience of one of my younger relatives. Her
first home was a large, old, draughty farmhouse with no heating
other than in the kitchen living room. During one particularly cold
spell her mother moved her crib into the linen room and put it next
to the airing cupboard, the door of which was painted black and
white, like Ann Hathaway’s cottage. A decade later, helping to put
away the laundry, she told her mother that she remembered sleep32

ing there and looking up at the pattern. It was worked out that she
could not have been more than six months old.
One of my earliest memories did involve chickens, my grandmother’s hens. As a toddler I used to feed them choice dandelion
leaves, poking these one by one through the wire netting of the
pen. They were very keen to accept my offerings, so keen that
the skill was in holding the leaf steady enough for a short-sighted
bird to take aim but letting go in the nick of time to avoid being
accidentally pecked. The fowls seemed the size of emus and the
chicken-wire fence stretched up into the sky like the net surrounding a suburban tennis court.
Oddly my mother’s earliest recollection involved chickens, well,
Easter eggs to be
exact. Aged
three she took
her beautifully
self-decorated
hardboiled egg to
the local park to
take part in the
annual egg rolling ceremony.
Mother’s egg
was well ahead
of all the others
but disaster befell it as an inattentive man walking by “and in a
top hat!” trod on it. Not all reminiscence is a source of joy.
ANN BAWTREE
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OUR OUTREACH—AMNESTY
The Westminster and Bayswater group of Amnesty International meets every third Tuesday of
the month at St. Peter’s. As you may know, the
role of Amnesty, which was founded in 1961, is
to protect human rights around the world. The
focus on prisoners of conscience is central to its work.
. We have adopted Ahmed Mansoor from the United Arab Emirates as a prisoner of conscience. He is an engineer, a poet and a
highly regarded human rights activist. Because of his campaign
against injustice and, in particular, the use of his Twitter account to
speak out against human rights violations, he was unfairly convicted on spurious charges in May 2018 and sentenced to 10 years in
prison. He is being held in solitary confinement in horrible conditions in a tiny cell. We write to the authorities urging his release,
raise awareness of his case on social media and hold demonstrations outside the UAE embassy.
We also campaign on a wider front. Different members of our
group are responsible for receiving Urgent Action requests and other news from Amnesty co-ordinators. Our main focus is on the
countries of the Middle East but we also take action in Latin America and Ethiopia and other countries which may be brought to our
attention. We invite guest speakers who provide valuable insights
into what is happening in different countries.
At Christmas time Amnesty runs a ‘Write for Rights’ campaign.
Worldwide members are asked to send cards (religious or not) to
selected people at risk. To quote one: ‘From the bottom of my heart
this campaign has kept me alive. It’s what has stopped them from
killing me because they know that you are there.’ Jani Silva.
Our group is very grateful to St. Peter’s for the free use of the
Committee room. We would welcome new members. Please contact me if you are interested.
PHOEBE HILARY
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OUTREACH-

THE PASSAGE

I got involved with The Passage about ten years ago. Having
grown up in Victoria, homeless people had always been visible on
the streets as I went about my every day life. The Passage do not
only, feed and clothe the people that seek their help, their services
go far greater than that. The aim is that everyone can go on to have
a happy and fulfilling life. Initial assessments work out a long term
plan for every individual. This can range from debt advice, training, assistance with CV and interview skills or in applying for benefits. There is a healthcare service to help with substance misuse,
mental health, homeopathy, acupuncture and a podiatrist offering
traditional and complimentary therapies. They help with housing
advice and support training in a local hotel.
I have volunteered in numerous way since I was first introduced to
The Passage. I have prepared lunch, served breakfast, collected in
Victoria train station, ushered at many of their fundraising concerts, leafleted, sold raffle tickets, promoted the auction, served
drinks and canapes and taken part in the Good Friday, Walk of
Witness.
I have met many interesting people, the warmth
of the other volunteers makes the time spent
even more rewarding. Each year The Passage
throws a Christmas party where volunteers from
all sectors meet and share a fantastic meal
cooked by the chefs from the St Vincent Centre,
music and a generous raffle is enoyed by all.
Matthew's Gospel says ' Truly I tell you, what
ever you did for one of the least of my brothers
or sisters, you did for me.'
If anyone is interested in joining the team, please speak to Rev Julie or myself for more information.
WWW.PASSAGE.ORG.UK
SAMMIE SINGLEHURST
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FROM THE MAGAZINE
FOR MAY 1942

The Study Group held on Tuesdays at 6.15pm in the Clergy Vestry
at St Peter’s has now been meeting for some weeks. On most evenings about sixteen people have attended. The meetings are under
the leadership of the Rev.J.M. Wilmot Brooke.
The Group decided to take as its basis for study the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Penguin, “Christianity and the Social Order”. This
covers so many aspects of Church life that it was felt most topics
of interest to Church people would arise from it and could be discussed.
At a recent session, discussion turned to “Church Work”. The
Group felt it should be made known that for a Church member to
serve on a committee or local council and there to uphold the
Christian principles and to aim at bringing about local conditions
in accordance with these principles, was a very important form of
Church work. Such a Church member would be putting into effect
the allegiance he had pledged to God in Church on Sundays. This
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is sometimes lost sight of. At another meeting the Group was thinking of ways in which the Church, i.e. Church people, could bring
the Christian ideas to the attention of the great mass of nominal
Christians who attend no Church.
As they will not go into a Church, then the Church must use some
other method – some other building – in which to put across its
message. Many who will not go to a service will attend a meeting.
There was then a spontaneous demand for the opening of “a second front in Westminster”. Ambitious suggestions were made.
It is a good sign that the demand for action has come so early in
the Group’s life.
Why are you not a member of the Group?

COMMENT
This was a very forward looking study group. “Christianity and the
Social Order” had only just been published and looked at the controversial role of religion in politics. Archbishop Temple’s approach was that the Church should lay down the principles on
which the moral foundations of society should rest but that it was
for people of goodwill to say in detail how these should be embodied in particular policies affecting all parts of society. So there
would indeed be much to discuss.
The “second front” was at the time much under discussion in wartime strategy. A major front of fighting was in the east of Europe;
Stalin wanted the pressure taken off this area by opening hostilities
further west. The idea of the study group seems to have been that
insofar as physical presence in churches could no longer be relied
on, some other way in which the Christian message could be put
over locally should be investigated. Ambitious indeed!
VALERIE SMITH
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PICTURE FOR MAY

John Wesley preaching in Moorfields in 1738,
from a stained glass window in St Botolph
without Aldersgate. He is commemorated
along with his brother Charles on 24 May.
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THE BIBLE: GETTING TO GRIPS
“Do you understand what you are reading”.
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” Acts 8:30-31
The exchange above takes place when the apostle Philip comes
across a man reading the book of Isaiah and mystified by a passage about an unprotesting lamb. Confronted with many passages
of the Bible we may feel like this. Among our readers there is a
whole range of people, from those who have made a scholarly
study of the Bible, to those who have heard about it but don’t
know where to begin, or even why to begin. Just wading in is not
the best way. The books of the Bible are far from uniform – some
purport to be history, some prophecy, some rules, some poetry,
some letters etc. And they are not arranged in chronological order.
Some are far from uplifting, or frankly off-putting, and unfortunate consequences can arise by applying random texts literally.
Of course we pick up a good deal through attendance at the Eucharist or other services and through sermons and, at St Peter’s,
through our online reflections on them. But it seems to me that our
experience can be much richer with a bit more study.
There are various ways to begin. One can choose one of the Bible
books and get a detailed commentary, but which book, and what
sort of commentary? Where to begin? This is where a booklet of
daily Bible readings with short commentaries can help. Daily use
also helps one to get into the habit of reading the Bible, as part of
one’s prayer life.
There are a number of series of such commented readings, but
those I am suggesting are those produced by the Bible Reading
Fellowship, a well-established series soundly based and avoiding
extreme views. There are two main sets of booklets available as
paper copies or via an app. The first, called “New Daylight” is
perhaps the more useful to those completely unfamiliar with the
Bible, or those who have very limited time. It prints a short reading for the day, followed by comments putting it in context, elucidating its meaning where necessary, and suggesting at the end a
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reflection or action. This booklet (if you go for
the paper copy) slips easily into a pocket, requires you to carry no other material, and can
be read anywhere. Each copy covers four
months and links up with current issues and the
liturgical year. Each booklet has contributions
from nine or ten commentators, lay and ordained, largely Anglican, but not solely. Readings cover particularly themes, or books or
parts of books of the Bible.
The second series, called “Guidelines”
is similar in structure. However, the
Bible passages are not printed out and
are generally longer than those in “New
Daylight”. This also means that there is
room for a fuller commentary. This series will tend to require a greater input
of time than “New Daylight” and you
do need to have a Bible handy, whether
in book form or online. Its advantage
is that you become more familiar with
the layout of the Bible, and it is likely
to make you more comfortable with
traditional methods of group study and
with the Bible as read in church.
I do recommend one of these series if you are looking to make the
Bible a regular part of your life. You can see copies of the current
editions on the bookstall and we can arrange for you to have a single paper copy for £4.85. If several people are interested we can
perhaps arrange a periodic Zoom or face to face discussion of particular subjects covered by the series. Please contact me
vasmith440@gmail.com if you want to know more.
VALERIE SMITH

40

The WESTMINSTER FOODBANK
needs DONATIONS more than ever!
There are ways we can continue to help the most vulnerable in our society... Please bring in your nonperishable food for the Foodbank. Contact Revd Julie
for information on where to leave donations. Our volunteers will deliver them to the Food Bank promptly. Financial support is also appreciated.
I was hungry,
and you fed me...
(Matt 25.35)
The Westminster Foodbank
is based at Westminster Chapel and provides three
days’ - worth of nutritionally balanced (non-perishable)
food to residents in the Borough of Westminster
experiencing financial crisis,
through a voucher scheme.
It is part of a nationwide network of Foodbanks.
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar

Vacancy
Priest Missioner
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs
@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Licensed Lay Minister
Dr Judith Richardson
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Jacqui Miller
The Revd Preb. Ron Swan
The Revd Simon Walsh
Churchwardens
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Hon. Treasurer
John Hilary
jhilary@gmail.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Valerie Smith
vasmith440@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Sarah Armstrong
sarahanne.hasker@gmail.com

Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Sheila Matthews
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com
Groundsman
Chris Reynolds
P.C.C. Members
Sarah Armstrong
Samantha Atkins
David Brown
Richard Carter
Deborah Chapman
Annabel Clark
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Mark Dowsett
Robin Duttson
Jane Franses
Jim Glen
John Hilary
Michael Johnson
Alex Mannion-Thomas
David Payne
Ekanem Peers
Judith Richardson
Kay Simon

Nancy Wood
07900 493 491
* Also Diocesan Synod
Standing Committee
Chair: Sammie Singlehurst
Resources Committee
Chair: Richard Carter
Worship Committee
Chair: Revd Julie Khovacs

Valerie Smith
Richard Wildash
Nancy Wood

Formation Group
Convenor: Revd Julie Khovacs
Transformation Group
Convenor: Revd Julie Khovacs

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Note that all our LEM licences expired in February. New licences will
be arranged in the summer; the following licence only has been renewed to tide us over until then.
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204

Communications Group
Valerie Smith
Hospitality Co-ordinator
To be determined
Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Judith Richardson
Vacancy

Children’s Advocate
Sammie Singlehurst
07930 826475

School Headteacher
Jane Carrington
020 7641 4230

Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486

Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
Judith Richardson*
0203268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251

Library
Sam Atkins
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
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Rotas:

Sung Eucharist
Servers
Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
LEM
Valerie Smith
(020 7834 9251)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter
(07973 667 252)

Family Eucharist
Servers
Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
LEM

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Sidesmen (Welcomers)
Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Readers
David Brown
stpetersreadings@gmail.com

Readers Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
Intercessors

Intercessors John Hilary
(020 72333860)

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Refreshments Rosa da Silva
(020 7821 1809)

Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh

FROM THE REGISTERS: BAPTISM
20 February

Hikari Furukawa

20 February

Junko Furukawa

27 February

Harris Douglas Turley

The Parish magazine is edited
by Phoebe Hilary and put together by Valerie Smith. For the
next magazine, Sheila Matthews
will be taking Valerie’s place.
44

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH
MEETING, THURSDAY 24 MAY 2022,.
EUCHARIST AT 7PM (Ascension Day)
VESTRY MEETING AT 7.45 PM
FOLLOWED BY APCM

The Vestry Meeting is a very short meeting whose purpose is to
elect the Churchwardens, Anyone living in the parish, as well as
those on the church Electoral Roll can attend.
The APCM, which is open to those on the church Electoral Roll is
the church’s Annual General Meeting, at which you can hear and
ask questions about issues dealt with over the year by the Parochial
Church Council and Deanery Synod, about the church’s finances
and fabric and its membership and you can also participate in
electing new members of the Parochial Church Council, This is
your chance to find out all about St Peter’s after this very different
year, and to help it look to the future. Please make an effort to be
there to show your support.

Worship at St Peter’s
WORSHIP DURING THE PERIOD OF COVID19
A degree of uncertainty continues. However, the present timetable
is:
Sundays:
Holy Communion (BCP) — 8.15am
Family Eucharist—9.45am
Sung Eucharist—11.15am
Weekdays
Morning Prayer: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday—8am
Eucharist: Tuesday, Thursday—12.30pm, Wednesday—8am
With the scaffolding tunnel now in place on the portico we are
open Monday to Friday for private prayer, except for Wednesday
afternoons.
There is no longer a legal requirement to wear masks but we
encourage people to do so if they can. Communion may now be
received in both kinds, though communicants may continue to
receive in one kind only it they prefer. To keep up with possible
further changes, please consult our website or the weekly emailed
newsletter.

Contact us: Revd Julie Khovacs—revjuliekho@gmail.com
Parish Office—admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Cover picture: Easter view of he church from the
font. Photo by Revd Ralph Williamson

