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From the Priest Missioner

I am writing following St Peter’s Confirmation services where Bishop
Sarah came to Confirm 35 children and adults. It was a lovely moving
day and a sign of the life of Christ in and amongst us at St Peter’s. This
month has been filled with joyful events. A few weeks ago, we
celebrated the 30th anniversary of the re-dedication of St Peter’s
Church. And I’d like to share my sermon from that day with you.
Today we are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the re-dedication of
St Peter’s Church. And I think this celebration is well suited to where
we find ourselves as a church community. We have walked through the
joys and challenges of these past two years and are now looking with
hope and anticipation towards the future. The appointment of Fr
Jonathan as our next vicar encourages us to make a fresh start, to focus
on what lies ahead. And yet, all that lies ahead for St Peter’s is built
upon what has been.
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To give a brief run-through of the history of St Peters. The building was
originally completed in 1827 – There was a fire in the 30th of November
1836. The rebuilding was completed in 1850 and extended between
1870 and 1895. Fast forward nearly 100 years, on the 20th of October
1987 an arsonist set the church alight which destroyed much of the
building leaving only the walls and tower. The people of St Peters,
some of whom are here today, worked hard to raise enough money to
rebuild the church. After all their hard work the church was completed
in 1991 and re-dedicated in 1992. It is the anniversary of the 1992 rededication that we are celebrating today.
I may be slightly biased, but I think St Peters is a wonderful church and
I feel very privileged to have served here for nearly 7 years. Over the
past year in particular I have enjoyed the responsibility that comes with
an interregnum - most of the time…..What I like most about my job is
the time I spend with the people who make up our church community.
For the church is of course the people, the Body of Christ, a revelation
that I grow to appreciate each day. But for a moment I’d like to focus
our thoughts on the church building itself.
Why is our church building so important to us? Is it the beauty, the
worship, the shared history? Or is there something more? Many of you
will have heard the term sacred place. Its meaning is nuanced but
essentially a Christian sacred place is a defined place set aside for
worship. It is sometimes referred to as a "focusing lens" to God. As we
enter a sacred place our attention is drawn to the forms, objects, and
actions that reveal religious meaning and ultimately the presence of God.
It is evident in Scripture and throughout the history of the Church that
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Sacred places and what we do in them are important. And we see this
very clearly in John’s version of that wonderful and vivid account of
‘Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple. ‘We meet Jesus as he walks into outer
circle of the Temple. He sees that this sacred place is filled with
moneychangers and people buying and selling a variety of goods,
including sheep and cattle. And Jesus’ response is a bit surprising. He
is angry - very angry in fact. He makes a 'whip of cords’ and drives the
animals out of the Temple. He overturns tables, pours out the coins
and generally causes a big disruption. The priests and caretakers of the
Temple must have thought Jesus was mad. After all, what authority did
he have? It’s not difficult to understand why it would be only a matter
of time before he is arrested. For this event sets off the radical even
dangerous nature of Jesus’ ministry.
So what is it all about? Why is Jesus so angry? Is he against the
exchange of goods, taxes, gambling? What would Jesus say about our
church raffles and auctions? I’m not sure what he would say but I think
they have little relevance to this event. For I believe Jesus’ concern is not
with the exchange of money as such but with the misuse of money to
oppress the poor.
Jesus was angry at the unfair practices of his people; high interest,
overpriced taxes which essentially forced people into slavery. This
practice of blatant injustice in The Temple was in direct contrast to
God’s everlasting Covenant of grace with and through his people.
Throughout the OT we see how again and again God calls his wayward
people back into relationship. He reminds them what it means to be his
people: They are to be a blessing to the nations, to practice justice and
to show mercy to those most in need. In Cleansing the Temple Jesus
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shows us that to follow him involves more than a means for spiritual
salvation. A life lived in the faith of Christ is connected with the
reinstatement of justice. It involves the overturning of greed and the
embracing of generosity.
So what does this mean for us today?
God’s presence is always connected to the care of his people. And I
think we can draw a few parallels with our situation today. St Peter’s is
a beautiful place of worship and prayer. And yet, is there anything that
needs to be cleansed here? In what ways can we further our calling to
make God’s mercy and justice know to our neighbours.
It is lovely having Catherine Cowie with us today and her visit has
reminded me of an experience we shared. Prior to the pandemic I was a
volunteer chaplain with The Passage, a local centre working with
homeless people. I led a weekly chapel service and Catherine would
often join me.
I recall one particular service with Catherine. I don’t remember the
Bible reading that day, but I do remember we spoke about the radical
nature of God’s love and grace. Catherine led the service and there were
three men present who, in many ways, made up the heart of the
community. And, as we got to know them, I was struck by their
openness and generosity, despite their history of hardship and
brokenness.
We spoke together about the church and the presence of God in the world.
After a while Catherine asked, “Where do you see as signs of God today?
One of the men thought a moment and said simply, ‘I am alive…’ This
is a miracle. I am only alive because of God.’ This man, like the
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others, had undergone great struggles - unemployment. . .
homelessness… isolation… And yet, his life is a sign that the presence
of God is all around us, and that that God’s presence is most alive in
community where all are welcome and valued.
So where do we see signs of God today? The answer may be different
for each of us. The problems in our world are overwhelming. We
sometimes feel there is little we can do to make a difference. As
individuals this may be true but as a church, we can embrace our call to
be a sacred place of welcome for those who need it most. For faith is
truly a communal experience.
The other day I heard it said that our attempts to do for others often feel
insignificant, like small drops in a big ocean. And yet, the ocean is made
of many drops. And the church is part of the ocean. One thing I have
learned along my journey is that faith is a gift. God loves us beyond our
comprehension. And our call as a church is to share this love with
others.
And so, as we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the rededication of St
Peter’s, Eaton Square, let’s renew our calling to be a church that
welcomes and nurtures all in the inclusive love and grace of God.
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From Our Church Wardens

Since the publication of the last edition of the magazine, the public
announcement has been made of the appointment of Fr Jonathan
Kester, currently Vicar of Emanuel West Hampstead and Area
Dean of Camden, as next Vicar of St Peter’s Eaton Square. We are
now very close to the point at which Fr Jonathan will be arriving in
the parish. He will be moving into the Vicarage in early July, and
his ministry will begin formally when he is collated to the benefice
on Sunday 17 July. You will be able to find elsewhere in this
edition a helpful article by Valerie Smith on what the process of
collation is about. Arrangements for the service itself, which will be
in the context of an evening Eucharist, will be notified soon by way
of the weekly email.
As the Collation will have happened by the time the next edition of
the magazine is published, this will be the last of this series of
updates from the churchwardens. We would very much like to
express our gratitude for all of the prayers, help and support which
have been offered by so many members of our parish community
over the past fourteen months. In the same way, we would like to
thank the Ministry Team, the staff, and the many volunteers who
have worked so hard. It would not have been possible to survive
the interregnum in such good shape without all you have done, and
continue to do.
We very much look forward to welcoming Fr Jonathan into the
parish, and will be praying, as we know you will be, for his ministry
among us to be long, happy, and fruitful.
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Collation, Some Background
17 July is the date when our new Vicar will be collated and
inducted and installed. One feels that only in the Church of England
could something like this happen. What does it all mean?
The position of a Church of England incumbent is a complicated
mix of rights and duties, of “spiritualities” (the leading of worship,
teaching and pastoral care) and “temporalities” (legal issues
connected with the possession of the benefice as property). The
process of admission to the “spiritualties” is called a “collation”
where the sole patron of the benefice is the bishop. This makes the
process simpler than when a patron who is not the bishop is
involved, when it is referred to as the “institution”. At St Peter’s our
sole patron is the Bishop of London, and therefore the vicar is
admitted to the spiritualities through “collation.”
Because this is an important event for the area, representatives of
the local community, of other churches in the area, and the
incumbent designate’s contacts as well as the congregation attend.
The churchwardens have an important role to play throughout the
service.
After the service is introduced by the bishop, the incumbent
designate is presented to the bishop by the churchwardens and then
has to make a variety of undertakings, the Declaration of Assent to
the doctrine and liturgy of the Church of England, then the Oath of
Allegiance to the Queen (said facing the people) then (facing the
bishop) the Oath of Canonical obedience, “in all things lawful and
honest”. The incumbent designate then renews the vows he or she
took at ordination. After scripture readings, and usually a sermon,
the bishop reads out the Deed of Collation before handing it to the
incumbent designate. In doing this as the primary pastor of the
diocese, the bishop shares “the cure of souls which is both mine and
yours” with the incumbent designate.
After the spiritualities the service then moves to the temporalities
where the archdeacon, who is concerned with these issues, takes
over, for the induction and installation. Accompanied by
churchwardens as witnesses he or she leads the incumbent to the
west end of the church and lays the incumbent’s hand on the handle
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or bar of the door, and in some cases gives the church keys to him
or her. This is a sign of the transfer of property rights according to
the medieval tradition of the “livery of seisin” where the giving or
touching of an object symbolic of the building in the presence of
witnesses takes the place of more modern methods. Then it is
traditional for the incumbent to ring the church bell as a sign to the
whole parish that it now has a vicar or rector. The archdeacon and
churchwardens then come back to the east of the church where the
new incumbent is “installed “or set in the “stall”, normally his or
her seat for the daily offices of the church. It is then customary for
the new incumbent to lead the intercessions after which he or she is
presented by the bishop to the congregation as their new parish
priest to which the people assent, usually enthusiastically.
The rest of the service, if it is a Eucharist then proceeds as normal
or, in non-Eucharistic services, further prayers, and presentations to
the incumbent of symbols of his or her ministry follow on,
The occasion as a joyful one usually finishes with some social
celebration although in the recent pandemic this has had to be
curtailed; let us hope all continues well so that we can welcome
fully this new chapter in the parish’s life.
VALERIE SMITH
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From the Magazine for July 1942

I am writing this on the morning after the announcement of the
signing of the twenty-year pact between our Government and the
leaders of the Soviet Union and Russia is again much in my
thoughts. We all welcome with hearty good-will a treaty of alliance
which will make for co-operation in peace as in war and shall pray
that this foundation for right relationship may have built upon it a
structure of true brotherhood and mutual helpfulness. We have had
our political differences in the past and do not even now consent to
one another’s ideologies, but under the stress of war we have come
to an understanding which may well abide the strain of days of
reconstruction. While enemy propogandists taunt us with having
committed ourselves with the sovietisation of Great Britain, we
know that the facts are far removed from any such conclusion.
There is no more reason why a Communist land should not be good
neighbours with a monarchy than there is for the supposition that a
trades unionist and a member of the Carlton Club may not be firm
friends. There may be identity of views in respect to those practical
policies which must be forwarded for the freedom and economic
recovery of both states and of Europe as a whole without the need
for agreement on matters of political philosophy… One further item
form today’s Press links with this, with a word from the new
Archbishop of York’s address at his enthronement. He spoke of the
Church’s assumption that its work was in a Christian community
11

whereas many fellow-countrymen were ignorant of the fundamental
truths of the Christian faith. A very large proportion of the people
among whom we live and work, while they show the integrity and
kindness associated with Christian living, are almost altogether
apart from the support and spiritual help which comes from
fellowship and worship as we know these in the Church. We are
bound to wonder how long their natural grace and goodness will
stand the onset of temptations, as, for instance, to hatred and
revenge, for an engine cannot run for long on a once received
impetus – unless down-hill. All this relates to Russia too. We cannot
wipe out the memory of the Anti-God movement as though it had
not been, even if it has failed. We are thankful for signs of a new
religious tolerance…It would be a much greater encouragement if
we could know of a real religious revival in that land.

COMMENT
Alas the “close and friendly collaboration after re-establishment of
peace” envisaged in the Agreement was not to materialise. The
Truman Doctrine in 1947 reflected the slide into the Cold War
which was to continue until 1991. Tensions have now very clearly
returned and the religious revival envisaged by Archbishop Cyril
Garbutt has not consistently delivered positive effects. You can see
the publicity around the signing of the 1942 agreement on Pathé
news https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXIokR79uAk
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The Queens Platinum Jubilee

To celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee, there will be a Parish
Eucharist on Sunday 5 June at 10.30 followed by a bring and share
picnic in Eaton Square Gardens. All are welcome!
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Something Misunderstood
When I was young, we “did Scripture” at school and at Sunday
School too, but the beginning of my spiritual development was
based mainly on the hymns we sang, largely Ancient rather than
Modern. Although I loved singing them, they gave rise to few
misunderstandings on my part. Enquiring of friends, I find that I
was not alone.
Famously A&M 344 has the verse beginning “Can a woman’s
tender care cease toward the child she bare?”. Well, I adored my
teddy, telling everyone very firmly that he was a girl. He is with me
still, sitting on the landing in his gingham dress.
Then there is the marine mammal found at the garden tomb and
mentioned by Charles Wesley in verse three of number 141. “Vain
the stone, the watch, the seal!”
The troops of Midian prowl and prowling around in 91 were scary
and I was very glad in 128 when Judah’s Lion crushed the serpent’s
head. A good illustration of Christ’s victory over sin.
Our cats’ nicknames are Cherubim and Seraphim as they are always
“falling down before” us, wanting their tummies tickled.
A friend used to think that “We plough the fields and scatter…”
meant that when ploughing was complete, we must all run away in
different directions.
Another added that when “fancies flee away” small sponge cakes
covered in pink and white icing become airborne.
Surely readers of the Parish Magazine will have more
examples.
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June Calendar
W1

Justin, martyr, c 165

For ethicists

Th 2

For HM Queen Elizabeth
II

F3

The Martyrs of Uganda, 1885-7 and 1977 For the church in
Uganda today

Sa 4

Petroc, Abbot of Padstow, 6th century

For the rural church

Su 5

Pentecost

For the parish

M6

Ini Kopuria, founder of the Melanesiona
brotherhood 1945

For the church in
Melanesia

Tu 7

For our prayer board
requests

W8

Thomas Ken, bishop, nonjuror, hymn
writer, 1711

For spiritual growth

Th 9

Columba, Abbot of Iona, Missionary, 597

For the religious life

F 10

For our volunteers

Sa 11

St Barnabas the Apostle

For our churchwardens

Su 12

Trinity Sunday

For the parish

M 13

For our incumbent
designate

Tu 14

For commuters

W 15

Evelyn Underhill, Spiritual Writer, 1941

For Church Schools

Th 16

Day of Thanksgiving for Holy
Communion (Corpus Christi)

In thanks for this great
Sacrament

Fri 17

Samuel and Henrietta Barnett, Social
Reformers, 1913 and 1936

For our Social Services
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June Calendar (cont’d)
Sa 18
Su19

For office workers
First Sunday after Trinity

For the parish

M 20

For single people

Tu 21

For the PCC and its
officers

W 22

Alban, first Martyr of Britain, c.250

For the church in Britain

Th 23

Etheldreda, Abbess of Ely, c.678

For women in ministry

F 24

The Birth of John the Baptist

For London Diocesan
clergy

Sa 25

Ember Day

For those preparing for
ordination

Su 26

Second Sunday after Trinity

For the parish

M 27

Cyril of Alexandria, 444

For the church in North
Africa

Tu 28

Irenaeus, bishop, teacher of the Faith

For theologians

W 29

SS Peter and Paul

For vocations

Tu 30

For the departed in June
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July Calendar
F1

For those to be ordained
deacon and priest

Sa 2

For the Staff of St Peter’s
School

Su 3

The Feast of Peter the Apostle
(Patronal Festival)

For the parish

Mon 4 Thomas the Apostle (trans from Sun)

For faith

Tu 5

For our clergy

W6

Thomas More, scholar and John Fisher,
bishop, martyrs 1535

For the healing of church
divisions.

Th 7

For parish staff

F8

For our prayer board requests

Sa 9

For Alcoholics Anonymous

Su 10

The Fourth Sunday after Trinity

For the parish

M 11

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte
Cassino, Father of Western Monasticism,
c. 550

For the Benedictine Order

Tu 12

For the Passage

W 13

For care workers

Th 14

John Keble, Priest, Tractarian, Poet, 1866

For Affirming Catholicism and
Inclusive Church

F 15

Swithun, Bishop of Winchester, c.862

For our incumbent designate

Sa 16

Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury, 1099

For Sarah Bishop of London

Su17

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Collation of the Revd Jonathan Kester as
Vicar of St Peter’s Eaton Square

For the parish
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July Calendar (cont’d)
M 18 Elizabeth Ferard, first Deaconess of the
CofE, Founder of the Community of St
Andrew, 1883

For those being baptised this
year

Tu 19 Gregory, bishop, and Macrina, deaconess

For the Eastern churches

W 20 Margaret of Antioch, Martyr, 4th century

For the persecuted

Th 21

For all school leavers

F 22

Mary Magdalene

For the ministry of women in
the worldwide church

Sa 23 Bridget of Sweden, Abbess of Vadstena,
1373

For retreat houses and leaders

Su 24 The Sixth Sunday after Trinity

For the parish

M 25 James the Apostle

For pilgrims

Tu 26

For our prayer board requests

W 27 Brooke Foss Westcott, Bishop of Durham,
Teacher of the Faith, 1901

For those excluded from
society

Th 28

For the departed in July

F 29

Mary, Martha and Lazarus, Companions of
our Lord

For friendship

Sa 30 William Wilberforce, Social Reformer,
Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson,
Anti-Slavery Campaigners, 1833, 1797 and
1846

For freedom and justice

Su 31 The Seventh Sunday after Trinity

For the parish
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Readings for June and July
Ezekiel 3: 22-27
Acts 12: 1–11
Matthew 16: 13–19

Sunday 5 June Pentecost
(Queens Jubilee)
Proverbs 8: 1-16
Acts 2: 1-21
John 14: 8-17

Sunday 10 July
4th Sunday after Trinity
Deuteronomy 30: 9-14
Colossians 1: 1-14
Luke 10: 25-37

Sunday 12 June
Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31
Romans 5: 1-5
John 16: 12-15

Sunday 17 July, morning
5th Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18: 1-10a
Colossians 1: 15-28
Luke 10: 38-42

Thursday 16 June
Day of Thanksgiving for
the Institution of Holy
Communion (Corpus Christi)
Genesis 14: 18-20
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
John 6: 51-58

Sunday 17 July, evening
Collation of the Revd. Jonathan
Kester
as Vicar of St Peter’s Eaton
Square
Isaiah 43: 1-7
Colossians 1: 15-20
St Luke 24: 13-35

Sunday 19 June
1st Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 65: 1-9
Galatians 3: 23-29
Luke 8: 26-39

Sunday 24 July
6th Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18: 20-32
Colossians 2: 6-15
Luke 11: 1-13

Sunday 26 June
2nd Sunday after Trinity
1 Kings 19: 5-16, 19-21
Galatians 5: 1, 13-25
Luke 9: 51-62

Sunday 31 July
7th Sunday after Trinity
Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 12-14. Ch 2:1823
Colossians 3: 1-11
Luke 12: 13-21

Sunday 3 July
Peter the Apostle, Patronal
Festival
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Saint for June

Back to the beginning
The story of Alban is a remarkable one. It not only takes us back to
the beginning of the Christian faith in Britain and to a time when
religious freedom was forbidden, but it is also an astonishing
account of standing up for what you believe in.
Inspired
Alban lived in the early third century in the Roman city of
Verulamium, just down the hill from where the Cathedral stands
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today. One day he gave shelter to a stranger fleeing from
persecution. This stranger was a Christian priest, now known as
Amphibalus. While sheltering the priest, Alban was inspired by
how important faith was to the priest and asked to be taught more
about Christianity.
Captured
It was not long until the Roman authorities caught up with
Amphibalus. However, Alban’s new-found faith would not allow
him to let the authorities arrest the priest. Instead, Alban exchanged
clothes with Amphibalus and was arrested, allowing the priest to
escape.
I am called Alban and I worship and adore the true and living God
Alban refused to renounce his beliefs and the magistrate ordered
that he should receive the punishment intended for the escaped
priest. Upon this ruling, Alban was led out of Verulamium and up
the hillside where he was beheaded.
Continued
Alban is honoured as Britain’s first saint, and his grave on this
hillside quickly became a place of pilgrimage. This story of an
ordinary man, doing an extraordinary thing has endured and
continues to inspire to this day.
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John Keble 1792-1866

One of the leaders of the Oxford Movement which developed into
Anglo - Catholicism.

John Keble, was born April 25, 1792, in Fairford, Gloucestershire,
and died March 29, 1866 Bournemouth, Hampshire, he was an
Anglican priest, theologian, and poet who originated and helped
lead the Oxford Movement, which sought to revive in Anglicanism
the High Church ideals of the later 17th-century church.
Ordained in 1816, Keble was educated at the University of
Oxford and served as a tutor there from 1818 to 1823, when he left
to assist in his father’s parish. In 1827 he published The Christian
Year, a volume of poems for Sundays and festivals of the church
year. Widely circulated, the book did more than any other
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to promulgate the ideas of the High Church movement in
Anglicanism.
Keble was professor of poetry at Oxford from 1831 to 1841. By
1833, however, he had become known as a leader of the Oxford
Movement, which was generally considered to have been initiated
by his sermon “National Apostasy,” given that year on July 14 at
the university chapel. Centred at Oxford, the movement sought at
first to respond to government efforts to appropriate church funds
and property but gradually expanded its activities to a more general
theological and pastoral agenda. Keble wrote 9 of the Oxford
Movement’s 90 Tracts for the Times, which were intended to rouse
the Anglican clergy against the theory of a state-controlled church
and which caused the movement’s advocates to be known
as Tractarians. The Tractarians encouraged study of the early
Church Fathers, edited their works, and arranged for their
translation. When John Henry Newman’s conversion to Roman
Catholicism in 1845 threatened the continuation of the Oxford
Movement, Keble and E.B. Pusey managed by their persistence to
keep the movement alive.
Keble, who served as a country vicar at Hursley from 1836 until his
death, is remembered as much for his lyrics as for his Tractarian
role. Among his books of verse are included The Psalter or Psalms
of David (1839) and the poems for childhood, Lyra
Innocentium(1846); he also wrote numerous hymn lyrics, including
“O God of mercy, God of might.” In 1869 Keble College, Oxford,
was founded in his honour.
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Parish News June/July 2022
April was a busy and joyful month at St Peter’s. The month began
with a reflective and peaceful Lenten Quiet day with Fr Luke. We
then heard the exciting announcement that Fr Jonathan Kester will
be the new Incumbent of St Peters’. We look forward to
welcoming him for his Collation on Sunday 17th of July.
April saw the preparation for and celebration of Holy Week and
Easter. Each of the services was lovely and moving and it was
wonderful to fully participate this year. The school continued to
make regular visits to the church and the Children’s Choir met for
rehearsals each Friday. They also sang in church in early April and
again in May. Revd Julie met throughout April with the
Confirmation candidates from St Peter’s schools, other schools and
adults. And Judith was very helpful with the school confirmation
course.
The PCC and various committees met in April. The social
committee began to meet to plan social events including the
Confirmation, Jubilee picnic and Collation.
There were also several concerts and events in April and Callum
was very busy with maintaining the various groups and overseeing
the maintenance and care of the church building. We are also
thrilled to have Sheila Matthews as our very skilled, efficient, and
fun administrator. St Peter’s Poppets continues to flourish with
Sarah Armstrong as its enthusiastic and energetic Coordinator. We
have added a singing session every Monday morning led by Maria
which has been great fun. The Faith group and the book group
continue to meet and new members are always welcome.
After a post Easter break, events at St Peter’s continued to flourish
in May. We celebrated the 30th anniversary of the rededication of
St Peter’s, Deborah Chapmans birthday, welcomed Catherine
Cowie to preside at both services, began an English course for
Ukrainian refugees and held a fun welcome party for refugees.
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May culminated with our wonderful Confirmation services where
Bishop Sarah confirmed 35 candidates from St Peter’s. It was a
special day for them and their families. And St Peter’s will
continue to keep them all in prayer.

The Family Eucharist and Sung Eucharist have been lovely, and we
have particularly enjoyed the music. The Sung Eucharist choir is as
beautiful as always and the family choir has been growing in
numbers and enthusiasm. Thank you to the many who volunteer for
our services each week and we look forward to the months ahead.
In the months ahead we look forward to St Peter’s Parish Eucharist
and Jubilee picnic on Sunday the 5th of June. The service begins
at 10.30 followed by picnic in Eaton Square Gardens. All are very
welcome! St Peter’s School will be holding the year 6 end of year
performance and Leavers Service in July. The Collation of Fr
Jonathan Kester as the next Vicar of St Peter’s, Eaton Square will
be Sunday the 17th of July at 7 pm. It will be a ticketed event.
Please refer to the weekly email for information about attendance.
We continue to hold weekday Eucharist services Tuesday 12.30,
Wednesday 8 am and Thursday 12.30 and morning prayer Monday
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 8 am.
We look forward to
welcoming you during the week and on Sundays.
Revd Julie
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Shining a light through trauma care in
Nigeria

The following is from an article which appeared in “Open
Doors” and is in response to the World Watch List campaign
for Christians in the top ten countries on the World Watch List.
Yours prayers and support have been a light in the darkness to
believers like Charity from Nigeria (number seven on the World
Watch List). She was able to receive trauma healing after her
village, Guyaku in northern Nigeria, was attacked by Islamic
militants Boko Haram. And now, she herself is shining a light for
others who have suffered trauma by offering them counselling.
THE LIGHTS GO OUT
After Boko Haram attacked her village, the darkness used to trigger
fear in Charity and her children. Barking dogs and other loud noises
had the same effect. “We didn’t know we were traumatised.”
Charity shares, “We didn’t even know what trauma meant.”
The attack came suddenly one night while Charity and her three
children were getting ready for bed. Charity’s brother ran into the
home with an urgent warning: “Put out the light! Put out the light!”
Charity grabbed your youngest daughter, Patience, and quickly
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placed her on her back in a wrap. “We ran away towards the
mountains. “Charity says. In the scramble, Charity got separated
from two of her children. Theophilus and Elizabeth.
WAITING IN THE DARK
More Christians are killed for their faith in Nigeria than in any other
country in the world. Violent attacks by Boo Haram and other
Islamic extremist groups are common in the north of the country
and across the Middle Belt – and they are sadly becoming more
frequent further south. In these attacks, Christians are often
murdered or have their property and means of livelihood destroyed.
Nigeria has risen two places in this year’s World Watch List,
reflecting the rising levels of violence across the country.
The day after the attack, everyone cautiously headed back to the
village to survey the damage. They found their houses, church and
crops were destroyed. On her way back, Charity heard that Boko
Harem had killed some of her family members in the attack. She
was devastated: all she could think about was her missing children.
When I arrived home, I didn’t see my children,” Charity says. “I
couldn’t even eat food or drink water throughout the day because
there was no taste, and I was thinking, if I drink this water and eat
this food and my children are dead, of what use is the food to me?”
A NEW LIGHT DAWNS
A week went by with no news. One day, Charity was alone in her
mother’s house when she heard her son calling out her name. When
she looked out her front door, she saw Theophilus and Elizabeth
walking toward her. “I was so shocked and excited as I shouted
their names!” Charity recalls. “Seeing my children felt like a new
dawn – everything changed because my lost children were back.”
When Open Doors heard about the attack on Guyaku, local partners
in the field rushed into action to help provide emergency aid, food
relief and support to rebuild, thanks to your prayers and gifts.
“Your coming helped us a lot “Charity says. “At that time, we lost
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hope and had no place to stay – we were sleeping in the bush
behind the town after the incident occurred.”
They were also able to deliver vital trauma counselling to Charity
and her family. “You came just at the time we needed the teaching
on trauma” she says. “The teaching on trauma has helped us a lot.
The attack put a wound in our hearts that would not be healed. But
the teachings you gave us really helped us because it brought
unity.”
SHARING THE LIGHT
Later Charity received Open Doors training to help others wrestling
with trauma. Because you are standing with her, she is taking the
light she has received through healing and sharing it with others in
her community – thank you. “Your coming has brought us new
life.” she says. “The trauma healing has really helped us to learn
how to forgive and how to let go of anger. It has given us hope of a
life in the future.”
Please continue to pray with Charity, her family and for our
persecuted church family across Nigeria who have experienced
violence at the hands of militant groups.
PRAY
• That God will continue to heal Charity and her children and
that He will bless Charity’s ministry
• For Open Doors local partners in Nigeria, that God will
protect them as they deliver vital aid and support
• That the Lord will pour out his peace over Nigeria and bring
an end to the spread of violence
You can watch Charity tell her story in Prayer News – go to
opendoorsuk.org/resources
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Parish Confirmation in Pictures
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Parish Confirmation in Pictures
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Children’s Puzzle

32

Recipe!
St Peter’s Eaton Square Youth Group
Chocolate Chip Cookies

St Peter’s youth group has enjoyed making these wonderful
cookies on several occasions. The recipe is simple and delicious!
Ingredients
• 150g salted butter, softened
• 80g light brown sugar
• 80g granulated sugar
• 2 tsp vanilla extract
• 1 large egg
• 200g plain flour
• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
• ¼ tsp salt
• 150g plain chocolate chips or chunks
•
100g white chocolate chips
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The Westminster Food Bank needs
donations more than ever!
There are ways we can continue to help the most
vulnerable in our society... Please bring in your nonperishable food for the Foodbank. Contact Revd Julie
for information on where to leave donations. Our
volunteers will deliver them to the Food Bank promptly.
Financial support is also appreciated.
I was hungry, and you fed me...
(Matt 25.35)
The Westminster Foodbank
is based at Westminster Chapel and provides three
days’ - worth of nutritionally balanced (non-perishable)
food to residents in the Borough of Westminster
experiencing financial crisis,
through a voucher scheme.
It is part of a nationwide network of Foodbanks.
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Our Common Life
Parish Administrator
Sheila Matthews
02072354482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Vicar
The Rev’d Jonathon Kester
(wef 17 July 2022)

Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Priest Missioner
The Rev’d Julie Khovacs
07540418623
Licensed Lay Minister
Dr Judith Richardson

Director of Music
Andrew John Smith
07545009607
Acjsmith45@hotmail.co.uk

Honarary Assistant Priests
The Rev’d Jacqui Miller
The Rev’d Simon Walsh

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Churchwardens
Richard Carter
07973667252
Samantha Singlehurst
07930826475

Groundsman
Chris Reynolds
P.C.C. Members
Sarah Armstrong
Samantha Atkins
Richard Carter
Deborah Chapman
Annabel Clark
Mark Dowsett
Mary Drummond
Jane Franses
Jim Glen
John Hilary
Michael Johnson
Julia Jordon
Lee Marshall
David Payne
Ekenem Peers
Alex Porter
Judith Richardson
Kay Simon

Hon Treasurer
John Hilary
jhilary@gmail.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Valerie Smith
Vasmith440@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Sarah Armstrong
Sarahanne.hasker@gmail.com
Verger
Callum Shaw
07365002204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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Valerie Smith
Nancy Wood

Formation Group
Convenor: Revd. Julie Khovacs

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Note that all our LEM licenses
expired in February, New licenses
will be arranged in the summer; the
following license only has been
renewed to tide us over until then.
Callum Shaw
07365002204

Transformation Group
Convenor: Revd. Julie Khovacs

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Judith Richardson
Vacancy

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed

School Headteacher
Jan Carrington
020 7641 4230

Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary

Communications Group
Valerie Smith
Hospitality Co-Ordinator
TBA

Children’s Advocate
Sammie Singlehurst

Library
Sam Atkins
Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7641 4230
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
Judith Richardson*
0203268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
Nancy Wood
07900493491
*Also Diocesan Synod

Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact Parish Office for more
information

Standing Committee
Chair: Sammie Singleton
Resources Committee
Richard Carter
Worship Committee
Revd. Julie Khovacs
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Rotas:
Family Eucharist
Servers
Revd. Julie Khovacs
LEM Revd. Julie Khovacs
Sidesmen (Welcomers)
Revd. Julie Khovacs
Readers

Revd. Julie Khovacs

Intercessors Revd. Julie Khovacs
Refreshement Raana Khatabakhs
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Worship during the period of
COVID19

A degree of uncertainty continues. However, the present
timetable is:
Sundays:
Holy Communion (BCP) — 8.15am
Family Eucharist—9.45am
Sung Eucharist—11.15am
Weekdays
Morning Prayer: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday—
8am Eucharist: Tuesday, Thursday—12.30pm,
Wednesday—8am
With the scaffolding tunnel now in place on the portico we
are open Monday to Friday for private prayer, except for
Wednesday afternoons.
There is no longer a legal requirement to wear masks but we
encourage people to do so if they can. Communion may now
be received in both kinds, though communicants may continue
to receive in one kind only it they prefer. To keep up with
possible further changes, please consult our website or the
weekly emailed newsletter.

Contact us: Revd Julie Khovacs—revjuliekho@gmail.com
Parish Office—
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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