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FROM THE PRIEST MISSIONER

As I sit down to write this letter we are entering the last week of
the Church’s year. And, as we head towards Advent and into the
Christmas season it is a time to reflect upon and embrace the
promise of hope. For Advent is all about waiting in anticipation of
hope, the hope of new life and new birth.
We have learned much this year as a society and as a church about
waiting. We are waiting for change, for signs of new life in the
midst of continued uncertainty. Advent once again looks different
this year. And it could be that our experience of walking through
the reality of COVID together helps us capture its meaning, to gain
a fuller picture of the hope of the Incarnation. God, through the
messiness of birth and into the complexity of human life, has become one with us.
On Friday the 18th of November we held a service about Christ the
King in School. We sang hymns and said prayers, and we talked
about what it means that Jesus is a king. Two of the children were
dressed in costumes: one with a royal crown, and jewels and golden robes. The other child had a simple head scarf and a shepherd’s
crook. I asked the children to point out the difference between the
two. After a long pause a small girl at the back pointed to the king
in simple dress and said: ‘This king is a poor king.’ And, as often is
the case, this child had it right: if Jesus was a King in any sense, he
was a king who showed power in humility.
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We touched on this in a recent Faith Group study where we looked
at the genealogy of Jesus—his family tree—and what this says
about his who he is. The names we find on this list are in many
ways as we would expect: the great names of the Old Testament.
Jesus is firmly rooted in the history of Israel, the kingdoms of David and Solomon, the patriarchs and prophets. But, as is often the
case in family histories, there are some surprises that turn up in Jesus’ genealogy: Gentiles, women and people of less that reputable
backgrounds.
And yet, Jesus was not concerned with standing. And he wasn’t after political gain or economic status. He was, on the other hand,
out to challenge common misconceptions about God, and to overturn anyone’s idea that God’s kingdom is anything to do with earthly power. And this is where our Advent hope is firmly rooted.
When I learned that we have not yet appointed a new Incumbent,
my first thought was ‘Well, that means a longer interregnum and a
busier time for me and for others.’ And yet my second thought was
this was a wise decision, that waiting for the right person is a mature choice made by a team of people representing our church who
take their responsibility seriously and are carefully weighing God’s
calling for us, and eventually also for the person God is calling to
this church.
But in this vein, let’s also take a moment to recognise that this period of interregnum has been a time of growth for us as a church: we
have grown in faith, become stronger in purpose, and, I think, have
deepened in love, and in our appreciation of each person’s distinctive contribution to make the love of Christ known. And so I pray
that we will continue in growth, love and joy as we walk through
Advent, Christmas and into the hope of a new year.

REVD JULIE
3

FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS

We had hoped to be making an announcement in early December
of the appointment of a new Vicar. The vacancy was advertised in
the Church Times in late September, on the diocesan website, and
via St Peter’s social media channels.
Following the closing date in mid-October, the wardens and the
Archdeacon of Charing Cross drew up a shortlist of candidates to
be interviewed. Each candidate was asked to provide in advance a
video sermon on the lectionary readings for Christ the King, and
to open the interview with a presentation on how their ministry
would go about meeting the ambitions of growth and development
set out in the parish profile – the scriptural phrase engraved on the
church doors, ‘Speak unto the people of Israel, that they go forward’ was drawn to their attention in this context. Candidates
were also invited to visit the church, and given the opportunity to
speak to the head teacher of St Peter’s School.
The interviews were held on Monday 8 November. The panel
consisted of the Bishop of London, the Archdeacon of Charing
Cross, the Area Dean (Fr Philip Chester, Vicar of St Matthew’s
Westminster), and the wardens as parish representatives. Following inconclusive discussions among the panel, a subset of candi4

dates were then interviewed again over Zoom on Friday 12 November. An appointment was not made. There was consensus
among the panel that no candidate had demonstrated the full range
of qualities and experience which the parish needs at this point,
and that it was better to re-advertise rather than make what could
turn out to be the wrong appointment.
The PCC on 24 November considered the timetable for resumption
of the search, and agreed that there was little point in readvertising until the Advent and Christmas seasons were past, given that it would be unrealistic to expect clergy to notice vacancies,
still less to prepare an application, before January. Such a schedule
will give time for any presentational adjustments to the advertisement and anything else which might need modification; the PCC
will be looking at points at which the process might be improved.
We have also suggested to the diocese that there should be a longer
interval between advertisement and closing date.
On this timetable, interviews would be held at some point during
March, and therefore a new incumbent should be able to join us
before the summer holidays. In the meantime, the interregnum
will continue. The wardens would be grateful for your continued
prayers for the next stage of the process to discern who is the person called to be our next Vicar.
RICHARD CARTER

SAMANTHA SINGLEHURST
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DANTE: ‘BOUND IN ONE BOOK
BY LOVE’ (PART 2)
This is the concluding part of the article that appeared in the October/November magazine, and relates particularly to the Advent
season.
Writers, poets and playwrights who incorporate Dantean elements
into their work are one thing; translators are another. Appropriately, perhaps, the first poetic translation of Dante in English in toto
was the work of an Anglican clergyman, H.F. Cary, in 1814. It followed a more workaday translation by the Irishman Henry Boyd
in 1802. Because of its date and vitality, the Cary version had a
noticeable impact on Wordsworth, Keats, Coleridge, Byron, and
Shelley, in terms of both form and content. Until then only sections had been translated – usually from the Inferno, and invariably the passages concerning Ugolino or Paolo and Francesca.
I first came to Dante through the version by John D Sinclair which
was published during 1939-46, with handsome illustrations by
Gustave Doré and with a parallel translation. The crime writer and
Christian Dorothy L Sayers (1893-1957), a vicarage daughter, considered her translation of the Comedy to be her best work. She was
faithful to Dante’s terza rima and died before her version of the
Paradiso was completed; a former student finished the work.
These set a high standard to which must be added Robin Kirkpatrick’s version for Penguin (2006-12). One other should be singled
out for note: in 2013, the late Clive James rendered the whole
thing in iambic pentameter and without notes. On the whole, it
succeeds; partly because James was a polymath soaked in the poetic world, and partly because his wife was an academic and Dante
scholar. Each of these is commendable, and on the other side of
the pond there is also Charles S. Singleton’s project from the
1970s, and the Robert and Jean Hollander translation published in
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the US during 2000-07; both are worth a look.
The illustrations of the Comedy are
another avenue altogether and worthy of a monograph in their own
right. For here we find Botticelli,
Flaxman, Blake, Doré, Dali, and
many others in varying styles and
contexts. It is a work far easier to depict than translate (for the gifted artInferno illustration by William Blake
ist) and the Dantean imagination –
particularly concerning hell and the
living dead – has a grip on the modern understanding of horror as
a genre, with all its attendant fears and anxieties. In turn, this
scratches at an itch both spiritual and sensory. People have a
ghoulish delight in the Hallowe’en trope, but they also seek something sacred beyond the secular.
Because the Divine Comedy is set around Good Friday, it is easy
to see it as innate to Lent and Holy Week. It is true that the activity
of reading the Comedy could be penitential and that its consideration of sin
(along with our Lenten imperative to the
‘metanoia’ of turning
around and repentance) makes it wholThe Last Judgement by Fra Angelico - The Yorck Project (2002)
ly fitting, it is arguably as appropriate for Advent. Whilst this season is not so strongly
geared to study, we are entreated to consider the Four Last Things:
namely Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell. The Inferno neatly
deals with Hell, the Purgatorio considers Judgment, and Heaven is
the object and subject of Paradiso. Taken together, the whole of
the Comedy is a meditation on Death. It seeks to ask what and
who we are ‘now in the time of this mortal life’ – as the Collect
7

for Advent Sunday puts it. There is a sense in Advent of moving
from death to life, and an attempt to make sense of the in-between
times: this period since the resurrection and the Second Coming,
and from the death of every individual to the moment of rising
with Christ in glory. Advent is an anticipatory season, looking to
celebrate the first coming of Christ in the Incarnation, and the second at the end of time when he comes to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
The three parts of the Comedy – essentially from darkness to light
– take the reader on a journey with Dante from the depth of hell to
the heights of heaven. In hell, he sees and recognises numerous
leading figures and personalities of the day, along with types who
are serving a particular punishment for their sin on earth. His design of this place is ingenious, all concentric circles and diabolical
movement with the confines of the underworld from which none
may escape. It speaks lessons from beyond the grave and gives
new meaning to what we might understand of when Christ
‘descended into hell’. The Purgatorio is somewhat more amenable
to human integrity, for here there is hope that those so confined
may one day be liberated through having served their time and
penance, or by the power of prayer on earth for those so in need of
intercession. The Paradiso is considered by many to be the most
difficult of the trilogy.
The theology is distinctly Augustinian, focussing as it does on the
right ordering of human behaviour and emotion – particularly
when it comes to love. We are to love rightly and to love well, and
to love God above all else. Known as teleology (concerning itself
with the end, or telos), this goes right to the heart of Dante’s whole
ethos and intention in both the Comedy and his writing as a whole.
In Dante’s vision of hell, there is no hope. It is a deterrent as much
as an exploration of divine punishments, souls in the outer darkness which are cast out so far from God. They are beyond even the
prayers of the faithful. By contrast, the residents of purgatory are
suffering but saved. This makes those characters especially real
8

and engaging in their interactions with the poet, and in a very real
sense they are able to change their state through doing time before
being able to ascend to heaven –the point being it is entirely possible to bring that about; transformation can be effected. Heaven
therefore represents the absolute pinnacle: no longer the agonising
and risky choice between sinning and not sinning, but not being
able to sin at all. That is the purest, most beautiful freedom, and it
represents total communion with God. It is a state of both bliss and
grace, and throughout the Comedy Dante takes care to hold in tension the relationship between grace and free will. In Purgatorio 18,
he explores with Virgil how loving in itself is not enough – it must
be discerning, curbed where necessary and channelled positively.
Ultimately, Dante is a poet of love. The Blessed
Virgin Mary as our loving mother is the saint
closest to God in heaven. Beatrice intercedes for
him and guides from heaven because she cares
so much for his soul. And in this, her concern is
deeply Christian, reflecting God’s love for all.
Each of the Comedy’s three sections ends with a
line about the stars. This captures the medieval
mind’s fascination with astrology and the cosmos, but has Biblical precedents too (such as the conversation between the Lord and Abraham in Genesis 15). It is therefore divine
love which infuses and redeems the whole structure of the Comedy
along with all humanity and the whole world, and what the reader
finds with Dante on reaching the summit.
‘The love / That moves the sun and all the stars above.’
FR SIMON WALSH
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80 YEARS AGO: CHRIST CHURCH
WESTMINSTER, WHAT WAS IT LIKE?
This month rather than have an extract from the magazine I
thought I would share with you some preliminary research that I
have done on what Christ Church looked like when it was opened
in 1842 and as it presumably remained until it was ruined by
bombing in 1941and then finally demolished in 1947, with the site
used for the Post Office and a public garden. Regular readers of
our 100 (or currently 80) years ago section will be familiar with
Christ Church Westminster from the notes that appeared in the St
Peter’s magazine after the former Vicar of Christ Church Prebendary Kirk, had taken over St Peter’s following the death of Austin
Thompson.
But what did it look like? There are two
sketches regularly used, based on the architect Ambrose Poynter’s designs. This is one.
The steeple, which is a very striking part of
the edifice, is offset at the north-west corner
of the church which makes it clear how some
part of that area could remain relatively usable despite the destruction of the main part of Christ Church, courtesy of
Westminster Archive
the building. The other sketch show the
church from a different angle but is essentially the same. As well
as that there is a watercolour by H.G. Matthews of a section of the
ruins of the east end which appeared in an earlier magazine but in
the nature of things it does not give an overview.
I was therefore somewhat surprised when reading the 1941 magazines to seeing references to the tower, rather than the steeple, of
the building. However, I reflected that if you had been Vicar of
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the church you would probably have spoken of going into the tower, rather than the steeple. It did seem odd however that news reports referred to the tower rather than the steeple, when to an outsider it would be natural to refer to such a prominent feature as a
steeple or spire.
Then I discovered a report in the London Magazine of 1842,
where there is a reference to the opening of the new church in
Broadway, which says that although the main part of the church
was completed, the tower had hardly been begun. The tower and
spire together would have reached two hundred feet, with a sense
of disproportion between the church and steeple being avoided by
offsetting the tower from the west end. I have not so far found any
close up photographs of the church itself, though there is a tantalising one of the vicarage, behind which a bit of the east end can
be seen. There is
however an aerial
photo of 1929
which seems to
show a church with
a tower but no high
steeple near the
London Transport
Headquarters (the
church in the photo
is just below and to
Aerial photo 1929: Courtesy of Westminster Archive
the left of the Headquarters). When I have a bit more time, I will aim to explore the
documentation more thoroughly and produce a further article and
share my findings with you.
VALERIE SMITH
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DECEMBER CHILDREN’S PAGE

Can you answer the

*

questions on the left
about the birth of Jesus?
You can look up the
answers in the Bible.
e.g. *Matt 1: 18-23
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WIZARDRY IN WOOD
Wizardry in Wood is the name given to the wood turning competition run by the Worshipful Company of Wood Turners. It is not
held every year and this year’s event was delayed by Covid restrictions and so its appearance at Carpenters’ Hall in the City of
London was especially welcome.
Wood turning has become a popular and often therapeutic pastime
in recent years and the results grace many a modern home. While
we have become accustomed to seeing the lovely fruit bowls
which appear at every craft fair all over the country, this exhibition
raises the craft to its highest level and the exhibits are nothing
short of breath-taking.
Many are so elaborate and delicately formed it is difficult to believe that they are not made of the finest porcelain or even textiles.
It is disappointing not to be able to show what we saw of these
wonderful examples of craftmanship but there are points of copyright to be considered. However, a look at the web site of Wizardry in Wood will demonstrate why we were so impressed.
https://turnersco.com/turning/wiw/
We took the two pictures
here. The first is of a young
woman demonstrating a pole
lathe. Unlike the lathes
standing today on factory
benches and in domestic
workshops, it is worked from
a standing position by means
of a cord wrapped round the
piece of wood which is being
turned.
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One end of the cord is attached to the treadle which

pulls the cord down and so rotates the piece being turned and the
springy piece of wood returns the system to the starting position
again. It looks a rather exhausting exercise but could well have
been the kind found in a Nazarene carpenter’s workshop around
30BC
To quote my findings on Google,
“The pole lathe was developed in Europe possibly between the 1st
and 3rd centuries A.D. from the strap lathe which is likely to have
been developed in the near Far East and in use well before 400
B.C. The history is still not clear.”
So, if we are to take literally the line in the hymn Lord of all
Hopefulness “Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and
the lathe” this is probably the kind which would have been familiar to Jesus.
The second snap I took myself. When
visiting any such exhibition where there
is almost too much to admire and wonder at, I employ the rule “If you were
allowed to take one of these items
home, which would it be”.
It does focus the mind.
That evening it would have been this
wooden Baked Bean can, empty of its
beans and ready for the recycling bin, or
my handbag if no one was looking.
ANN BAWTREE
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DRAWING WITH LIGHT
An exhibition of work by the pupils of St Peter’s Eaton Square C of
E Primary School 17th - 30th November 2021, Saatchi Gallery,
Duke of York’s HQ, King’s Road, SW3 4RY.
Year Groups 1-6 from St
Peter’s Eaton Square C
of E Primary School
have spent the autumn
term learning to create
cyanotype prints in a series of workshops run by
artist-educator, Lorraine
McCourt, and Lala
Thorpe, Head of Learning at the Saatchi Gallery. The project began with pupils taking photos of their peers and
interviewing them about their lives and experiences. Themes of
friendship and well-being were discussed as well as broader issues
like globalisation and environmental degradation. The children
spent time researching the work of French artist JR and his Inside
Out Project, a celebration of London’s diverse communities. The
work of Anna Atkins, a pioneering practitioner of the Cyanotype
process was also be at the forefront of their studies. The cyanotype
process is quick, magical and fun. In year groups, large-scale fabric cyanotype murals were made by laying pre-treated fabric outside and “photographing” objects laid on top of it using the sun’s
light: toys, plants, leaves, stones, sand, string, lace, even their own
bodies! The artwork created by the children is being exhibited at
the Saatchi’s Education Gallery, between 17th and 30th November
2021, and has been made possible with the support of The Pimlico
St Peter’s Trust.
ROBIN DUTTSON
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PHIL COURSE
‘Big bus’ Phil first came to
a Sunday service many
years ago, in his uniform
before work, I spotted him
as a new face and welcomed him into our church
family. Regularly he attended in his uniform and
even when he retired from
the tourist industry he continued to join in with our
parish worship. I remember him proudly telling me
that he was named after
Prince Philip and Prince
Charles as he was born on
Coronation day. He joined
the PCC and was a very active member, even when his health deteriorated and Covid prevented his visits to church. Phil then enjoyed watching on line. He received home communion and we
kept in touch with regular updates.
His warmth, kindness and sense of humour were a credit to his
years of service both in the army and the corps of commissioners.
He will be deeply missed.
SAMMIE SINGLEHURST
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PICTURE FOR DECEMBER

St Francis Xavier, 1506-1552, feast day - 3 Dec.
Co-founder with St Ignatius Loyola of the Society of Jesus. First Christian missionary in Japan. (picture from Kobe City museum.)
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READINGS FOR DECEMBER
AND JANUARY
Sunday, 5 December:
Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5
Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Sunday 12 December:
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Sunday 19 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5: 2-5a
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-55
Friday 24 December
Christmas Eve, 11pm
Isaiah 9: 2-7
Titus 2: 11-14
Luke 2: 1-20
Saturday 25 December
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Hebrews 1: 1-4
John 1: 1-14
Sunday 26 December
St Stephen
2 Chronicles 24: 20-22
Acts 7: 51-60

Matthew 10: 17-22
Sunday 2 January,
Epiphany
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12
Sunday 9 January,
Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 43: 1-7
Acts 8: 14-17
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
Sunday 16 January
Epiphany 2
Isaiah 62: 1-5
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
John 2: 1-11
Sunday 23 January
Epiphany 3
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a
Luke 4: 14-21
Sunday 30 January
Presentation of Christ
(Candlemas)
Malachi 3: 1-5
Hebrews 2: 14-18
Luke 2: 22-40
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
W1

Charles de Foucauld, Hermit
in the Sahara, 1916

Th 2

For our prayer
For our staff

Fri 3

Francis Xavier, Missionary,
Apostle of the Indies, 1552

For the Churches of South and
North India

Sa 4

Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon,
Founder of the Little Gidding
Community, 1637

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Su 5

The Second Sunday of Advent

For the Parish

M6

Nicholas, bishop of Myra,
c326

For children

Tu 7

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
Teacher of the Faith, 397

For the freedom of the press

W8

Conception of B.V.Mary

In gratitude for Our Lady

Th 9

For the churchwardens

Fr 10

Ember Day

For our prayer

Sa 11

Ember Day

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Su 12

The Third Sunday of Advent For the Parish

M 13

Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304 For those persecuted

Tu 14

John of the Cross, Poet, Teach- For our growth in faith this Ader of the Faith, 1591
vent

W 15

For the lonely

Th 16

For the poor

F 17

For the Metropolitan Police

O Sapientia
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DEC. CALENDAR CONTD
Sa 18 O Adonai

For all who have asked for our prayers

Su 19 The Fourth Sunday of Ad- For the Parish
vent
M 20 O Clavis David

For prisoners

Tu 21 O Oriens

For all who are in darkness

W 22 O Rex Gentium

For the homeless

Th 23 O Emmanuel

For the Anonymous groups

F 24

Christmas Eve

In thanksgiving for the Incarnation of the Son of God

Sa 25 Christmas Day

In thanksgiving for the Incarnation of the Son of God

Su 26 Stephen, Deacon, First
Martyr

For the Parish

M 27 John, Apostle and Evange- For our continued formation by
list
the Gospel
Tu 28 The Holy Innocents
W 29

For children

Thomas Becket, Archbishop For the Archbishop of Canterbury

Th 30

For the departed in December

F 31

In thanksgiving for God’s grace in
2020

In the right hand column of this calendar is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s which you
may wish to incorporate in your own prayers.
21
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JANUARY CALENDAR
Sa 1

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus

For the mission of the Parish
in 2022

Su 2

The Epiphany

For the Parish

M3

For victims of economic hardship

Tu 4

For refugees

W5

For St Peter’s School

Th 6

For all who have been baptised
at St Peter’s

F7

For people living with depression

Sa 8

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Su 9

The Baptism of Christ

For the Parish

M 10

William Laud, Archbishop of
Canterbury

For the parish staff

Tu 11

Mary Slessor, Missionary in
West Africa, 1915

For all who serve others and the
gospel

W 12

Benedict Biscop, Abbot of
Wearmouth, Scholar, 689

For the Diocese of Durham

Th 13

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers,
Teacher of the Faith, 367

For the people and nations of
Europe

F 14

For our volunteers

Sa 15

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Su 16

The Second Sunday of
Epiphany
24

For the parish

JANUARY CALENDAR CONT’D
M 17

Antony of Egypt, hermit, 356

For The Passage charity

Tu 18 Beginning of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity

For the churches in Westminster

W 19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester,
1095

For the unity of Christians: the
Anglican Communion

Th 20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349

For the unity of Christians: the
Roman Catholic Church

F 21

For the unity of Christians: the
Orthodox Churches

Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome,
304

Sa 22

For the unity of Christians: the
Churches of the Reformation

Su 23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany For the Parish
Mon
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Francis de Sales, Bishop, Teacher For the Unity of Christians: the
of the Faith, 1622
new Churches

Tu 25 The Conversion of Paul

For the teaching of Christian
Faith

W 26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul

For leaders in the church

Th 27

For parents and grandparents,
and all who care for children

F 28

Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philoso- For theologians
pher, Teacher of the Faith, 1274

Sa 29

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Su 30 The Fourth Sunday of Epipha- For the Parish
ny
M 31

For parents
25

PARISH NEWS

October began with the Harvest Festival where we celebrated
God’s creation and collected a generous donation for The Passage. The youth group began to meet weekly with the new
youth group director Rosie Bonser. The school visited the
church several times throughout October for class assemblies,
prayers and RE lessons. St Peter’s Poppets continued to meet
through October and November and has enjoyed a rapid growth
of members in November. The children’s choir began in October and has 30 enthusiastic children taking part with Fiona
Hymns as the choir director. The family choir also restarted in
October which has been lovely. The Book Group, Faith group,
Transformation Group and Worship Committee also met in October.
October and November also saw Callum, Richard, Sammie,
John, Valerie and the Resources Committee planning for the various building projects ahead and working hard in maintaining
the fabric of our lovely church. The church is getting busier in
26

the week since the scaffolding was installed enabling us once again
to use the front entrance. The Whitehall Choir and other groups
regularly use the church. We also enjoyed occasional bookings
from the BBD and Channel 4. At the moment we continue to hold
weekday Eucharist services Tuesday 12.30, Wednesday 8 am and
Thursday 12.30.
November was filled with a number of special services including
All Souls, Stewardship Sunday and Remembrance Sunday. Revd
Jacqui and Callum also conducted an Act of Remembrance at Victoria station. We enjoyed a restful and spiritual enriching retreat at
the Kairos Centre in Richmond. The PCC met on the 25th of November to discuss issues pertinent to the church and parish.
November was also taken up with advertisement and interviews for
our next vicar. An appointment was not made at the time and the
post will be re-advertised in the new year. Our prayers are with
Richard and Sammie as they join the Bishop and others in this important process of discernment.
We sadly lost our brother and friend Phil Course on the 9th of November. Phil was a dedicated and loving member of our congregation and he will be missed. Phil’s funeral is the 30th of November
at the City of London Crematorium.
Looking ahead to December, we look forward to a number of Advent and Christmas services. In an effort to keep everyone safe and
healthy we are asking for all to book on Eventbrite for Christingle,
the Carol Service and Crib Service. Information for these and other
services can be found on the church website and in the weekly
newsletter. We hope to hold a Welcome Box Christmas party for
refugees the afternoon of Monday the 20th of December and we
will also enjoy Christmas carol singing with the school at Victoria
station Thursday the 16th of December 1-2.30.
We look forward to welcoming you to St Peter’s as we celebrate
Advent and Christmas together in a spirit of joy, hope and peace.
REVD JULIE
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SUMMER ON A TRAIN—WELL QUITE
A FEW ACTUALLY
One of the things it takes very little time to find out about Archdeacon Luke and me is that we enjoy travelling, but much prefer to do
so by train than plane. It is partly about the environment, but, to be
honest, it’s also the joy of the detail, of experiencing the journey,
not just the destination.
Last summer, we were to take our longest route yet, but, unsurprisingly, were prevented by the fear of further restrictions and lockdowns. Still, we have spent two of the last five summers exploring
Europe and a little bit beyond, and I thought you might be interested in sharing a few moments of those journeys with me.
We used Interail tickets to keep the cost down – yes, you can get
them for adults, not just gap year students – and it’s surprising
where these tickets can take you. I’m going to start in the summer
of 2017, but there are plenty more stories where these came from…
The first twenty-four hours of our holiday saw us eating breakfast
in London, lunch in Paris, supper in Munich and breakfast in Budapest – a city we both fell in love with. The Danube cuts the city in
half – Buda on one side and Pest on the other – flowing past markets, under bridges, alongside the parliament building and on towards the islands where city dwellers go for days out. A ferry takes
you all the way.
Buda is home to a vast palace complex, but also some amazing
churches, not least Matthias Church, richly patterned (you either
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love it or you hate it!) and home to four coronations, one of which
was the coronation in 1916 of the last Habsburg King, Charles IV.
Buda is also the place to go for marzipan iced cream, if you’re in
to that sort of thing.
On the other side of the river, Pest, is the parliament building, the
cathedral and the Jewish Quarter, where, on the north side of the
Great Central Synagogue, you can see the Holocaust Tree, also
known as the Tree of Life Memorial, a weeping willow memorial
designed in 1991 by Imre Varga and paid for, would you believe,
by the actor Tony Curtis, whose father was born in Hungary. It
stands over the mass graves of those murdered by the Nazis in
1944 and 1945, whose family names are engraved on the metal
leaves.

Leaving Hungary reluctantly behind, we boarded out fourth longdistance train in three days for the journey to Bucharest.
On the way, however, was our first adventure off the beaten track.
In a fit of I’m not sure what, we decided to pause in Brasov and
take the ordinary town bus out to the castle of Bran.
The castle – like most – has had a chequered history, fought over
by Saxons, Wallachians and Ottomons, to name but a few. Vlad
the Impaler paid a couple of unpleasantly memorable visits in the
fifteenth century, and it has since been home to foresters and royalty, been allowed to fall into partial ruin and been a hospital dealing with the casualties of World War II. None of this is, however,
the castle’s main claim to fame; on the borders of Transylvania,
set high on a rock, impenetrable and isolated, it was the setting for
Bram Stoker’s Dracula. Arriving at the castle does feel a bit like
arriving on a cheap Disney set, but once you get inside, the rich
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history and beautiful setting give you far more than Stoker’s horror
story ever could alone.
I’m glad we went, but I’m not sure it would be very far up my list
of places to revisit.

Bucharest similarly was not somewhere I had any great desire to
stay – it is unfortunately not, for the most part, a particularly picturesque city. Still suffering from the ravages of World War II, Communism and the frightening regime of Nicolae Ceausescu, the city
is worryingly run down and still carries the marks of the Communist, totalitarian state it was until not all that long ago.
To be fair, first impressions were probably not helped by the fact
that we’d managed to find an apartment that turned out to be in a
Red Light district. It’s usually Luke’s trick to book us into this sort
of area – ask me about him taking our three young boys to Pigalle,
in Paris and Omonia Square, in Athens! This time, it was all my
fault.
There were highlights in our brief sojourn in the Romanian capital,
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however – a meal in a street café and visits to beautiful Orthodox
churches – oases of calm gentleness, hidden between grubby
streets and half-collapsed buildings. The archdeacon in Luke did
look more than a little concerned, even here, though, at the rickety
wooden scaffolding holding up even some of the churches…
And so we travelled on, through the forests and fields of Romania,
passing oil fields that certainly didn’t look like they belonged in
twenty-first century Europe and then to the Bulgarian border –
across the Danube once more.
Except here the Danube is not a calmly flowing river, reflecting the
sparkling city lights of Budapest, carrying tourists in cruise ships
as far as their week afloat will take them. No, here the Danube is
industrial – barges and cranes and factories line the banks on the
Bulgarian side, all mud and machinery. It is good to see that there
is industry here, jobs and trade in one of the poorer countries of
Europe, but the river itself is scarred and desolate; if there was any
wildlife, it was certainly keeping itself well-hidden.
What a mixed life this vast river has had. In Istanbul, we would see
one final legacy of its journey – the Vikings used it as they travelled south east, and they were finally to reach the great city of
Constantinople, where they formed the Varangian Guard. They,
however, left their mark in a way we would certainly not – as runic
inscriptions (graffiti, in other words) scratched into the marble of
the great church of Hagia Sofia – the one place, more than any other, Luke had wanted to see on this voyage of discovery.
But our arrival in the Great City will have to wait for another day!

REVD JACQUI
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FROM THE MAGAZINE FOR
JANUARY 1941

The new magazine cover of
the combined parishes,
naming all of them, and respecting wartime austerity.

Editorial
Mr Kirk has asked me to take on the editorship of the Review, and I
am glad to do so. I have held for a long time that monthlies of this
kind can be a valuable help in the work of the Church and now that
I have the privilege of using the editorial “we” it is my responsibility to justify my case.
Two things will be our aim. The first is to continue its traditions as
a medium for local Church news. The second is to extend the
scope of the articles so that they form a useful commentary on the
current thought of the Church. If this is to be possible we must
greatly increase our circulation. A very encouraging increase has
been made during the last two months…In order that the Review
shall stand financially on its own feet and to make it worthwhile
putting our best efforts into it we need 200 more subscribers at
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once, increasing to 400 in the coming months. Those who wish for
the continued publication of the Review should use the order form
enclosed.
CHRIST CHURCH NOTES
The Chapel: The Vicar has had a porch erected outside the old
Choir Vestry, which our readers will remember was converted into
a small chapel after the church was destroyed by fire last April.
This will add warmth to the chapel and also enable the early celebrations to be carried on during the black-out without risk of light
showing through the door...The Vicar has had a tiny Vestry made
at the west end of the Church, in the north corner, in which the
clergy can robe as the room in the tower, above the Chapel is too
small for this and is being used for other purposes. The stairs
leading up to it are somewhat precipitous when a priest is carrying the Vessels for Holy Communion In view of the condition of
the church the little vestry has had to be strongly constructed and
roofed. The cost of the porch and vestry amounts to £143 and the
Vicar will be very glad to receive contributions towards it.. It is
hoped that those people who value, and use, the Chapel will do
their best to contribute liberally to what are really necessities.
COMMENT
The efforts by the Revd W.W. Meadows, the new Editor, who
lived at what was once St Peter’s Vicarage at 24 Chester Square,
seem to have saved the magazine. The affection of their congregations for their original churches is evident not only from the
care which was taken to make part of Christ Church usable but also by the retention of St Andrew’s Notes and service times in the
magazine; it is not until May 1946 the title adopted in this
month’s edition is changed to the simple “St Peter’s Review”.
VALERIE SMITH
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SAINT FOR THE SEASON, FRANCIS
(PART 2)
This is the concluding part of the article which began in the October/November magazine.
Probably no one in history has set out as seriously as did Francis to
imitate the life of Christ and to carry out so literally Christ’s work
in Christ’s own way. This is the key to the character and spirit of St.
Francis and helps explain his veneration for the Eucharist (the body
and blood of Christ) and respect for the priests who handled the elements of Holy Communion. To neglect this point is to present an
unbalanced portrait of the saint as a lover of nature, a social worker,
an itinerant preacher, and a celebrant of poverty.
Certainly the love of poverty is part of his spirit, and his contemporaries celebrated poverty either as his “lady,” in the allegorical Sacrum commercium (Eng. trans., Francis and His Lady Poverty,
1964), or as his “bride,” in the fresco by Giotto in the lower church
of San Francesco at Assisi. Indeed, poverty was so important to
Francis that in his last writing, the Testament, composed shortly before his death in 1226, he declared unambiguously that absolute
personal and corporate poverty was the essential lifestyle for the
members of his order. It was not, however, mere external poverty
he sought but the total denial of self (as in the Letter of Paul to the
Philippians 2:7).
Francis considered all nature as the mirror of God and as so many
steps to God. He called all creatures his “brothers” and “sisters,”
and, in the most endearing stories about him, preached to the birds
and persuaded a wolf to stop attacking the people of the town of
Gubbio and their livestock if the townspeople agreed to feed the
wolf. In his “Canticle of the Creatures” (less properly called by
such names as the “Praises of Creatures” or the “Canticle of the
Sun”), he referred to “Brother Sun” and “Sister Moon,” the wind
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and water, and even “Sister Death.” He nicknamed his long and
painful illnesses his “sisters,” and he begged pardon of “Brother
Ass the body” for having unduly burdened him with his penances.
Above all, his deep sense of brotherhood under God embraced his
fellow men, for “he considered himself no friend of Christ if he
did not cherish those for whom Christ died.”
Determined to bring the Gospel to all God’s creatures, Francis, on
several occasions, sought to take his message out of Italy. In the
late spring of 1212, he set out for the Holy Land to preach to the
Muslims but was shipwrecked on the east coast of the Adriatic
Sea and had to return. A year or two later, sickness forced him to
abandon a journey to the Muslims in Spain. In 1217 he proposed
to go to France, but the future Pope Gregory IX, Cardinal Ugolino
of Segni, an early and important supporter of the order, advised
Francis that he was needed more in Italy. In 1219 he did go to
Egypt, where the crusaders were besieging Damietta. He went into the Muslim camp and preached to the sultan al-Kāmil, who was
impressed by him and gave him permission (it is said) to visit the
sacred places in the Holy Land.
[News of disturbances among the friars in Italy forced Francis to
return. Although the Order of the Friars Minor had grown at a
faster rate than any previous religious order, it had not experienced similar organizational growth and had little more than Francis’s example and his brief rule of life to guide its increasing numbers. To correct this situation, Francis prepared a new and more
detailed rule (Regula prima, “First Rule,” or Regula non bullata,
“Rule Without a Bull”), which reasserted devotion to poverty and
the apostolic life and introduced greater institutional structure but
was never officially sanctioned by the pope. He also appointed
Peter Catanii as his vicar to handle the order’s practical affairs; after Peter’s early death in 1221, Francis replaced him with Brother
Elias of Cortona. Two years later, Francis submitted a further revision of the rule—known as the Regula secunda, or Regula bullata
— to Pope Honorius III, who approved it in the bull Solet annuere
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on November 29, 1223. As the official rule of the order, Regula
bullata enjoined the friars “to observe the holy gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ, living in obedience without anything of our own and
in chastity.” It also outlined regulations for discipline, preaching,
and entry into the order. After his rule received papal sanction,
Francis withdrew increasingly from external affairs.]
At Christmastime in
1223, Francis participated
in an important ceremony
when he celebrated the
birth of Jesus by recreating the manger of Bethlehem at a church in Greccio, Italy. This celebration
demonstrated his devotion
to the human Jesus, a deSt Peter’s crib—Peter Eugene Ball
votion that would be rewarded in most dramatic fashion in the following year. In the summer of 1224, Francis went to the mountain retreat of La Verna
(Alvernia), not far from Assisi, to celebrate the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15) and to prepare
for St. Michael’s Day (September 29) by fasting for 40 days. He
prayed that he might know how best to please God; opening the
Gospels for the answer, he came upon references to the Passion of
Christ three times. As he prayed during the morning of the feast of
the Exaltation of the Cross (September 14), he beheld a figure
coming toward him from the heavens. St. Bonaventure, ministergeneral of the Franciscans from 1257 to 1274 and a leading thinker
of the 13th century, wrote:‘As it stood above him, he saw that it
was a man and yet a Seraph with six wings; his arms were extended and his feet conjoined, and his body was fixed to a cross. Two
wings were raised above his head, two were extended as in flight,
and two covered the whole body. The face was beautiful beyond all
earthly beauty, and it smiled gently upon Francis. Conflicting emotions filled his heart, for though the vision brought great joy, the
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sight of the suffering and crucified figure stirred him to deepest
sorrow. Pondering what this vision might mean, he finally understood that by God’s providence he would be made like to
the crucified Christ not by a bodily martyrdom but by conformity
in mind and heart. Then as the vision disappeared, it left not only a
greater ardour of love in the inner
man but no less marvellously
marked him outwardly with the
stigmata of the Crucified.’

Giotto, Francis receives the stigmata

For the remainder of his life, Francis took the greatest care to hide
the stigmata (marks resembling the wounds on the crucified body
of Jesus Christ). After the death of Francis, Brother Elias announced the stigmata to the order by a circular letter. Later, Brother Leo, the confessor and intimate companion of the saint who also
left a written testimony of the event, said that in death Francis
seemed like one just taken down from the cross. Francis lived two
years longer, in constant pain and almost totally blind (he had contracted an eye disease while proselytizing in the East in 1219).
Medical treatment at Rieti was unsuccessful, and after a stay at Siena, he was brought back to Assisi, where he died at the Porziuncola. He was buried temporarily in the church of San Giorgio at
Assisi. On July 15, 1228, concluding a process of unprecedented
speed, Francis was canonized by his former protector, Pope Gregory IX. On the following day, the pope laid the foundation stone for
the basilica that Brother Elias would build in Francis’s memory,
and in 1230 the saint’s body was transferred to the lower church of
the basilica.
RICHARD CARTER
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PICTURE FOR JANUARY

Richard Rolle was a Yorkshire mystic, c1300-1349, of
somewhat eccentric character. The picture is from
the excellent collection of his writings in the series
“The classics of Western Sprituality”, SPCK. Feast
day, 20 January.
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JANUARY CHILDREN’S PAGE

JESUS IS
PRESENTED
IN THE
TEMPLE

February 2nd, forty days after Christmas, is the normal
date for celebrating the Presentation of Jesus but we celebrate it on Sunday 30th this year so that we can all join in
the celebration.
The Presentation is sometimes called Candlemas, as candles
were once blessed on this day to remind us that, as Simeon
says, Jesus is the light of the world.
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Transformation Group
Convenor: Revd Julie Khovacs
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Communications Group
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Servers
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The WESTMINSTER FOODBANK
needs DONATIONS more than ever!
There are ways we can continue to help the most vulnerable in our society... Please bring in your nonperishable food for the Foodbank. Contact Revd Julie
for information on where to leave donations. Our volunteers will deliver them to the Food Bank promptly. Financial support is also appreciated.
I was hungry,
and you fed me...
(Matt 25.35)
The Westminster Foodbank
is based at Westminster Chapel and provides three
days’ - worth of nutritionally balanced (non-perishable)
food to residents in the Borough of Westminster
experiencing financial crisis,
through a voucher scheme.
It is part of a nationwide network of Foodbanks.

Worship at St Peter’s
WORSHIP DURING THE PERIOD OF COVID19
We remain still in a period of some uncertainty. However, the
present timetable is:
Sundays: Holy Communion (BCP) — 8.15am
Family Eucharist—9.45am
Sung Eucharist—11.15am
Please continue to book via Eventbrite for the Family Eucharist
and via attendstpeter@gmail.com for the Sung Eucharist.
No booking is required for the 8.15 Holy Communion or for the
following weekday services:
Morning Prayer: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday—8am
Eucharist: Tuesday, Thursday—12.30pm
Wednesday—8am
For our Christmas Services, which also require booking, please
see pages 22 and 23 of the magazine.
With the scaffolding tunnel now in place on the portico we are
open Monday to Friday for private prayer, except Wednesday
afternoons. We hope to introduce more frequent daily Eucharist
services after Christmas. To keep up with possible changes, please
consult our website or the weekly emailed newsletter.

Contact us: Revd Julie Khovacs—revjuliekho@gmail.com
Parish Office—admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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