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FROM THE VICAR

A timeline in ministry
By the time you read this, I will be about to say goodbye to St Peter’s, or will have just done so, at the end of my six years of ministry here. In the next year the PCC will be looking for a new Vicar
for St Peter’s who will have their own experiences of priesthood on
which to draw, but as I prepare to move to take up a new challenge
as Rector to the parishes of Stonesfield and Combe I have been reflecting on the things which have shaped my ministry, and formed
me. Three decades have passed and I am rather bemused to realise
that I am entering the last ten years of my working life. We all have
to come to terms with increasing age, and with the changing opportunities this brings us. This is the timeline of my ministry.
As a young man in my early twenties, thirty-four years ago, I met
the Bishop of London after my selection conference (ACCM in
those days) and he agreed to train me for ordination. After three
years at Cuddesdon theological college and a lot of tweed jacketed
Anglicanism, intense study and getting engaged to Rachel, I was
ordained Deacon at St Paul’s Cathedral, at the age of 27, to serve at
St Andrew’s, Southgate (and priested in Gospel Oak a year later).
This was a large red brick church built around 1910, sandwiched
between an Asda and a roundabout. Rachel and I were married two
weeks later, and bought everything we needed for our new home
from Asda - lawnmower, hoover, pans, clothes and even food. I felt
very young, and a bit of a fraud in my new clerical shirts and vest2

ments. St Andrews was a ‘high’ church, and I was at once ‘Father
Ralph’ and thrown into the deep end of parish ministry - one or
two funerals every week for three years, complicated marriages,
weekly visits to our school to make papier-mâché models of the
mountain of transfiguration with Year 3, which never dried. I often
wonder where the children are whom I helped with their reading,
where the parents are who poured out their hearts to me about the
struggles of life on benefit, and where the funny teenagers from
the youth group are today. The liturgy was quite like ours at St Peter’s, but without such an amazing choir. Daily mass, incense and
proper Holy Week services. I learnt so much from my Vicar, Paul
Taylor, whose relaxed leadership and enthusiasm inspired me, as
he became increasingly inclusive, accepted women’s ministry and
was ejected from the coterie of north London’s misogynistic clergy. We struggled together with an early computer’s floppy discs,
Gestetner duplicators, and a printer which regularly left us covered
in ink on Friday night. Administration was minimal, but the pleasure of ministry was immense. We took the parish hiking in the
Lake District and celebrated Burns Night in kilts.
As a thirty-one year old I went to Herefordshire as Team Vicar to
three country parishes, and began to learn a new way of life. I
watched my church warden milking his dairy herd, and met bleary
eyed parishioners who had been up all night lambing. Harvest
lunches were awesome, and a powerful woman behind the serving
counter held up my plate and shouted “the Vicar wants stuffing” to
the amusement of everyone in the hall. Rachel was expecting our
first daughter when we arrived there, and I was overwhelmed by
the privilege of being a real ‘father’. I was soon sleep deprived and
driving like a maniac from one village church to another, around
the ring road and over the river, up the A49 to my next stop. One
day I remember pulling over in a layby before reaching one of the
two primary schools I supported - I was about to take the assembly, but could hardly keep my eyes open and had no idea what to
talk about. As my predecessor there had two churches and I had
three, plus some of the town ministry in Ross-on-Wye, I struggled
to offer the parishes the sort of care and leadership they were used
to. It was beautiful, magical, and a special time for us as a family,
but it was very hard to juggle three different parishes’ expectations, and my own desire to be heroic. It was a great privilege to be
3

part of people’s family history, for those who had been part of the
village for generations, and were laid to rest in the deep soil beside the church.
At thirty-five we moved to Oxford and I became a College Chaplain. My ministry there was intense during term time, supporting
unhappy students, ‘loitering with intent’ where I could get to
know college staff, and singing Evensong (with occasional failures) in the cathedral. Some students wanted to discuss belief or
even vocation, but most were on their way to a job in the city or in
advertising or the law. A few brave musicians after leaving tried to
make a living through their playing, and others ended up in government or the NHS. I was fascinated to hear each lunchtime from
my academic colleagues who were researching the obscure and
the sublime - early French poetry, Akkadian texts, the metallurgy
of turbine blades, using radio waves to determine the chemical
composition of distant planets, and ion transfers across the cell
wall. Oxford is a special place which the world needs, where vaccines are crated and much more, and I am heartened to know that
young people from St Peter’s School go on to study there too. As I
was there a long time I took a four year Masters degree in Applied
Theology, learnt how to manage a website, founded a charity to
work in India, and trained as a psychotherapist as I became more
drawn into the pastoral needs of those I supported. I played
squash until my neck told me I could no longer do so, I took lots
of beautiful weddings and some big funerals and memorial services, our daughters grew up and began the process of leaving
home, but I missed parish ministry and normal churchgoing.
Slightly de-churched and quite unused to parish ministry, I came
to St Peter’s at the age of 52.
This bit you know all about. Being Vicar of St Peter’s is a joy, and
a challenge. Living ‘on the job’ has benefits, and the Vicarage flat
on the roof has been wonderful, with its increasingly verdant
courtyard. But living and working in the same place makes it hard
to switch off, as we are always on duty (and this applies to all of
us who live here), receiving deliveries, letting people use the toilet
on a Saturday morning, explaining why the AA meeting is not
there, giving access to the car park… and so on. Rediscovering
the joy of motorcycling has been one way for me to make space
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outside of work, as well as to visit my father and friends more easily, through choking London traffic. Getting out is important, as on
many days I do not leave the building, and with the added responsibility of being Chair of the School Governors there is a lot of administration and inevitably a lot of my work has been about finance, staffing and practical issues relating to the building and the
many many wonderful activities which go on within it.
Being part of a team is deeply rewarding, and supportive, and I am
very grateful to Julie, Callum, Judith, Jacqui, Susan, Joe, Olivia,
Valerie, Davida, Richard and Sammie and many others who have
been and are a part of the day to day life, work and ministry of our
beautiful church. Hard work has been necessary to bring about
change, to manage the life and ministry of the parish, and this has
brought many rewards, and successes. But I sometimes wonder if it
might be better for the church to employ a manager (as well as a
fundraiser) to take care of much of this, more efficiently and professionally than I have been able to do! I have missed the opportunity to spend more time getting to know more of you better, and
especially so during this last year. The opportunities I have had to
visit and to meet people in their own homes have been precious, as
well as the chances to invite many of you here to the Vicarage, for
parties, dinners, and Faith Discussion Groups, and to meet with
others pastorally. This is the real joy of pastoral ministry, because
the teaching we give on Sundays or in online reflections makes no
sense outside the context of daily life, yours and mine, and having
the chance to see the kingdom of God growing in the lives of
God’s people is what makes ministry so fulfilling.
Please pray for Rachel and me as we get to know a new community, and as I work with a new team and discover new challenges and
pleasures in my ministry. I will be praying for you, and always
glad to hear your news, and I know that there is every reason for St
Peter’s to flourish and to grow in its service to God and to the community in the coming years.

Fr Ralph
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FROM JULIE

A thank you to Fr Ralph
April 2021 begins with Easter Sunday, the day of resurrection, the
day of celebration and new life. It is also the day we say goodbye
to Ralph and Rachel after six years of loving service to our
community. We will celebrate and give thanks for all they have
been to us and send them off to their new adventure ahead.
I first met Ralph nearly six years ago and I
remember it very well. I had come to visit
St Peter’s after seeing an advertisement for
the job of Assistant Priest. I walked into
the church a little overwhelmed by the
unexpected lightness and openness. I saw
two priests at the back and thought one of
them must be Fr Ralph so I went to
introduce myself. And I liked him
straightaway.
Ralph is not one to talk very much about
the wonderful things he does so I thought I
would take a moment to do this on his
behalf.
These past years under Ralph’s leadership
our church community has grown in
6

confidence, generosity and depth of faith. St Peter’s ministry with
children and the relationship with the school has been a joy. The
financial situation of the church has improved and stabilised.
And, although the last year has been a challenge, the church has
kept afloat. Congregational giving has grown and regular giving
to charities has been established.
Administration has been professionalised to a high standard under
Ralph’s guidance. And, particularly during this past year, the
churches online presentation and website has greatly been
enhanced.
The parish hall, meeting room and committee room were
refurbished to a high standard. Before the pandemic the building
was used creatively for a variety of groups and activities. And
much of this will soon begin again.
Ralph places a high value on
helping people discover their
own calling and vocation. He
has encouraged greater
involvement from across the
congregation in the PCC and
related committees. Quiet days
and retreats have been a source
of spiritual growth and
development.
Outreach has flourished and our
work with refugees has been
especially beneficial. Social
activities have been fun and
creative and there has been a
positive and joyful feeling
overall in the parish.
Ralph is especially gifted in pastoral care and many have been
encouraged and helped through his wise counsel. The Sunday
services have flourished and the music and choir have been a
source of beauty and joy for many. St Peter’s is a place where all
people are welcome and even during the pandemic, we sought
together to reach out in creative and meaningful ways.
7

I’d like to finish by thanking
Ralph for all he has been to me
personally. Thank you Ralph for
your kindness, your patience and
your wisdom. I have learned
from you much of what it means
to be a priest. From you I have
witnessed a gentle leadership
grounded in the love and
welcome of God.
Your strong conviction to justice
and tolerance has led you to
make decisions where your own
wants have been put on hold for
the sake of others. I have been
humbled by your ability to give
to so many without seeking personal recognition. You embody a
genuine humility that is rare.
I’ve told you in the past that I could not have had a better partner
in ministry. This is true and I will forever be grateful.
My God bless you and Rachel as you begin the next phase of
your life and ministry.

Revd Julie

8

FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS—
NEXT STEPS
This is the first of what we intend will be a series of regular updates from the churchwardens. We will hope to use these to keep
you informed about progress with the appointment of a new incumbent, as well as any current issues arising from the vacancy.
We will, alongside these updates, be happy to engage with anyone
who wants to raise any issues or questions with us individually.
The term usually used for the period between the departure of an
incumbent and the arrival of his or her successor is interregnum.
From the point of view of the parish, there are two parts to this: (i)
maintaining, as far as possible, the usual pattern of services, and as
much of the rest of the life and work of the parish, as can be managed in the absence of an incumbent; and (ii) appointing a new incumbent.
Part (i) begins immediately an incumbent leaves active ministry in
the parish, even though the vacancy, formally defined, actually begins when an incumbent leaves from the point of view of the diocese. In our case, we will be losing Ralph immediately after Easter
Sunday. We will be relying very heavily on Julie and Jacqui as
priests, and on Judith as Lay Minister, to maintain the current service pattern; and as the situation with the pandemic develops, we
will hope, gradually, to return to something like normality. It is intended that the day-to-day running of the interregnum will be conducted via a Vacancy Management Committee. This will involve
brief meetings of the churchwardens and the clergy every week,
joined where relevant by other church officers, ministry team
members, and others from the PCC. This group will not be dealing
with matters that would properly fall to the PCC or Standing Committee, and will not replace the current staff meeting; it will only
be discussing matters relating to the interregnum.
Part (ii), the process of appointing a new incumbent to a parish, is
organized by the diocese, with input from the parish. More detail
can be found in the relevant pages of the Diocese of London web9

site. The Archdeacon of Charing Cross, the Ven. Adam Atkinson,
will, along with the Area Dean, Fr Philip Chester, be supporting us
in the process; he will attend the April PCC to talk us through it.
The process will begin officially when the Bishop of London issues
a notice of vacancy, at the beginning of May, although we will be
hoping to undertake some preparatory work in advance of that
point. A simplified outline of the sequence is as follows:
1. The PCC meets to make a number of key decisions (including
the appointment of two parish representatives who then become
mor e closely involved in the selection process – usually, but not
necessarily, the churchwardens), and communicates these to the diocese.
2. The parish agrees a parish profile – this can involve as much or
as little work as seems right to the parish itself.
3. The diocese provides feedback to the parish, possibly in the form
of a meeting with the Bishop of London (who is area as well as diocesan bishop).
4. The diocese advertises the vacancy.
5. The diocese runs an appointment process whose timing is determined by the availability of the Bishop of London to interview.
6. The Bishop, taking into account the views of the parish
(theoretically, the parish can exercise a veto) makes an appointment.
7.The appointment is announced.
8.The new incumbent moves to the parish.
9. The new incumbent is inducted and collated.
The time taken in the case of each of the steps can be variable. We
have conveyed to the Archdeacon the keenness of the parish to
make progress as soon as possible. It is, however, unlikely that any
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new incumbent would be in a position to start much before the end
of the current year, or even some point in the first quarter of 2022.
We, and we hope all of you, will be praying for our ministry team,
and for all involved in the running of the church and the appointment of the new incumbent.
RICHARD CARTER
SAMMIE SINGLEHURST

Sammie Singlehurst has
been coming to St Peter’s
ever since she started at the
school in 1972. She attends
the Family Eucharist. She
works as a Repairs Surveyor
at the City of Westminster,
and lives close to the parish.

Richard Carter first visited
St Peter’s in the early
1980s, but has been a congregant at the Sung Eucharist since 2008. He is a retired civil servant, and lives
in Hampstead.
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The Resurrection
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FROM JOE
Whilst on my permitted daily walk I often let
my mind wander. On one such occasion a few
weeks ago I started to think of a poem by Sir
John Betjeman, that poem was ‘Blame the
Vicar’.* And almost without thinking I started
to think of a response, so after a little thought I
started to make some notes. So as Monty Python would say, now
for something completely different…
For those that are in the know,
The office sometimes treat me so,
If only then,
The rhyme from Betjeman’s pen
Reflects better the woe,
That pastoral assistants must go.
‘Blame the Vicar’,
No, no-to blame the pastoral assistant would be quicker.
And to follow on like Betjeman,
With saccharine then too I shall write, continue to read if you can.
Whist my time here shall fly by and by,
I have learnt a lot, oh all the things left to learn and try.
I must go at some day,
For I can not stay.
But once again, in rapture sweet,
We shall once again meet.
And once again great stories I hope we share,
With a meal and some wine to pair.
And till that day with joy comes,
When we celebrate as God’s daughters and sons.
Remember I will still pray for you,
So please pray for me.
* https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/blame-vicar [Ed]
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80 YEARS AGO
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE VICAR,EASTER DAY 1941
“Having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of
them openly, triumphing over them in it” – Colossians 11, 15
“All things” it has been said, “are possible for
those who have a passionate desire for righteousness, and who believe in the things that are
worthwhile”. That is assured to us on Easter
Day when our Lord, as the apostle says, made a
shew openly of the material forces, and triumphed over them in his Cross. That victory is
the assurance that all that is best and noblest in
life shall not only survive, but shall triumph. It
confirms what is in all our minds and inspires
our confident faith in the moral goodness of
life. Men are saying on all sides that it is not
The Revd Austin Thompson
conceivable that this so called New Order can
be fundamentally the order which God will allow us to triumph in
the long run. It is just that kind of feeling which men had about Jesus, and which St Peter said “God loosed the pains of death because it was not possible that he should be holden by them.”
So we feel about the present domination of force and oppression in
the world today. Yet we need to be careful that we do not look on
the victory of Christ as the assurance of victory by any automatic
or natural process. We have learned to discard the belief at one
time current and widely held, that life was sure to progress and
that the world would certainly get better as time went on. If we ever held that superficial faith it is surely shattered by the appalling
moral setback and rebound which is shocking us all today. So we
cannot look on Christ’s victory as assured and certain, as though it
were not possible to conceive of his failing. Remember that behind
the victory stands the Cross, and the Easter triumph are one and
not two separate acts; there was no natural and inevitable sequence which binds the one to the other. Easter is the manifestation of the victory which was wrung by Christ’s soul out of defeat;
14

It was not for nothing that he cried with an exceedingly bitter cry,
“My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?” or rather, “why
didst thou forsake me?” It was a cry of victory sorely and hardly
achieved, as if he had just escaped defeat where it is most fatal – in
his soul. Now on Easter Day he comes back with the assurance
which came from hard and stern experience.
In the light of that we do not lightly think and speak of
victory. It can only come along the lines of Christ’s triumph. Are we at all prepared to pay the price of victory?
In one sense we are. We think of the sacrifice and service
so generously given: of the money so liberally subscribed
and spent with the full and large consent of us all. All that
is true but deeper down in our souls the price has to be paid, our
sacrifice may have to be matched with Christ’s.
His victory was wrung out of dire risk – more than that, out of defeat; there is no escape from that. He had to submit to failure as we
count it : for remember that God does not think in terms of success
or failure in outward life. For him there was that noblest of failure,
as Frederick Robertson would say: “Heaven is for those who have
nobly – mark the word – failed, not necessarily does failure mean
failure – on earth”. Or as Robert Browning put it “What is failure
but the evidence of triumph in the fullness of the days?”
So it is with failure and success as it was with the principalities and
powers”: he made a show of them: he unmasked them: he unmasked them and openly demonstrated their hollowness: they were
discovered and found out on the futility of their appeal when the
deeper things of the soul were weighed against them.: just as we are
discovering now the comparative triviality of much which we valued, and perhaps, as we said lightly, “we would sell our soul to
have,” position, money, popularity, to be successful. It is the measure of eternity brought into time. That is all in the triumph of Easter
Day: all these worldly things are shown up. More than that, their
futility, their impotence is shown up for all the world to see.
Could anything be more complete than the triumph on Good Friday
of the power of the world? The Christ was dead and his body secured with the seal of the Roman Empire and the guard. So they
could all congratulate themselves on their triumph and that “that
deceiver” was well out of the way: he had been completely discred15

ited and now death had sealed his lips. But the world had really
defeated itself by its success: it had overplayed its part.
Now if, I say if, it should be that some great and tragic defeat
should be necessary as the defeat, outwardly, of Calvary was necessary? “It was expedient that Christ should die”: should we like
the disciples feel that all our faith in Christ was discredited and
disillusioned? Should we stand the shock and realise in the light
of Good Friday and Easter Day taken together we were sufficient
to withstand it? Should we be content, if the worst that could be in
our eyes should be necessary? Content as Christ was on Easter
Day with his triumph: and more than that be able to feel that, in
our striving, if our soul were still untouched and whole in our
faith in God and the fundamental, ultimate goodness of the world
we were triumphant?
For there was no decisive outward victory: such as we look for
and pray for, and rightly – if it is God’s will so. The enemies were
never routed nor put to shame, he never even did them the honour
to face them: he just passed them over, ignored them and set himself to establish his kingdom in the souls of the men who, because
of their faith in him were to be the future leaders of a new world.
Do we at all realise that the success of material force is not after
all the pattern of Christ’s triumph? If you look for it today you
will find it, as Christ found it, in the souls of men and women who
believe intensely and really in Christ and who never falter in their
belief in him and all that is true and noble and fine. They may be
in occupied lands, under the force majeure of the oppressor, but
they are conquerors, and triumphing as Christ did in and through
their bondage, as Christ did in and through the Cross.
COMMENT:17 April is the 80th anniversary of the death of Austin
Thompson, after 35 years as Vicar, in an air raid when he was fire
watching on the portico. That was four days after Easter Day, so the
last sermon he preached was his Easter Sunday sermon. The parish
magazine for May 1941 prints that sermon which is reproduced
above. There will be a small ceremony to commemorate him.
VALERIE SMITH
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POETRY PICTURE FOR APRIL

Christina Rossetti 1830-1894
Author of 'In the bleak mid-winter'
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READINGS FOR APRIL AND MAY
Thursday, 1 April:
Maundy Thursday.
Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
Friday 2 April
Good F riday
Isaiah 52: 13- 53: 12
Hebrews 10: 16-25
John 18: 1 - 19: 42
Saturday 3 April
Easter Eve
A number of Old Testament
Readings followed by
Romans 6: 3-11
Mark 16: 1-8
Sunday 4 April
Easter Day
Acts 10: 34-43
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
John 20: 1-18
Sunday 11 April
Second Sunday of Easter`
Acts 4: 32-35
1 John 1: 1- 2.2
John 20: 19-30
Sunday 18 April
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3: 12-19
1 John 3: 1-7
Luke 24: 36b-48
Sunday 25 April
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4: 5-12

1 John 3: 16-24
John 10: 11-18
Sunday 2 May:
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8: 26-40
1 John 4: 7-21
John 15: 1-8
Sunday 9 May
Feast of Dedication:
1 Kings 8: 22-30
Hebrews 12: 18-24
Matthew 21: 12-16
Thursday 13 May
Ascension Day
Acts 1: 1-11
Ephesians 1: 15-23
Luke 24: 44-53
Sunday 16 May
Seventh Sunday of Easter,
Sunday after Ascension
Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26
1 John 5: 9-13
John 17: 6-19
Sunday 23 May
Pentecost
Ezekiel 37: 1-14
Acts 2: 1-21
John 15: 26-27 & 16: 4b-15
Sunday 30 May
Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6: 1-8
Romans 8: 12-17
John 3: 1-17
18
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APRIL CALENDAR
Th 1
F2
Sa 3

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Eve

For bishops, priests and deacons
Of the day
Of the day

Su 4

Easter Day

M5

Monday

Tu 6

Tuesday

With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ

W7

Wednesday

Th 8

Thursday

F9

Friday

Sa 10

Saturday

Su 11
M 12

2nd Sunday of Easter

With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ
With thanksgiving for the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ
For the Parish
For the National Health Service

Tu 13

For the most vulnerable

W 14

For carers and healthcare staff

This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the current month. It shows
the holy days that we celebrate in common with other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column is indicated the particular focus
of our prayer each day at St Peter’s which you may wish to incorporate in
your own prayers.
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APRIL CALENDAR CONT’D
Th 15
F 16

For the Bishop of London
and her staff
Isabella Gilmore, Deaconess, 1923

For our prayerboard requests
For the ministry of women
in London Diocese

Su 18

3rd Sunday of Easter

For the Parish

M 19

Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Martyr, 1012

Sa 17

Tu 20
W 21

Th 22
F 23

For all who suffer for their
faith.
For businesses in the parish
Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, Archbish- For the Archbishop of Canop of Canterbury, Teacher of the
terbury
Faith, 1109

Su 25

For St Peter’s School
George, Martyr, Patron of England For our prayer board
c304
requests
Mellitus, Bishop of London, first
For the churches of London
Bishop at St Paul’s, 624
Diocese
4th Sunday of Easter
For the Parish

M 26

Mark the Evangelist

Sa 24

Tu 27
W 28

For our willingness to
proclaim the Gospel
afresh in our generation.
Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894
For the arts
Peter Chanel, Missionary in the South For emergency services
Pacific, Martyr, 1841

Th 29

Catherine of Siena, Teacher of the
Faith, 1380

F 30

Pandita Mary Ramabai, Translator of For our prayer board
requests
the Scriptures, 1922
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For the people of Italy

PARISH NEWS

.There is relatively little to report from the months of February and
March, as the increased level of Coronavirus infection meant that
the Church building was closed, and worship online. After the excitement of actual services at Christmas, we returned to our lockdown pattern and Revd Julie held a live service of Family Worship
with Agape, supported by Andrew Sackett and Fiona Hymns, and
Ralph recorded a Sung Eucharist with music from Andrew John
Smith and the choir. Ash Wednesday’s services were by Zoom and
online. Fr Ralph and Revd Julie have continued to provide recorded services for the school during these weeks too. Steady numbers
of people have been viewing our online services and its good to
know that people have still been able to access worship at St Peter’s, but we all feel ready to return to face to face worship. This
began to happen in March, first with the Tuesday lunchtime and
Wednesday morning Eucharists, then the Sung Eucharist resuming
(with one singer, and a recorded service with music also posted
online until Palm Sunday) on the 7th of March. The BCP 8.15am
22

Holy Communion service began again on 21st of March, and
Family Worship at 9.45am resumed in person on Palm Sunday,
28th of March. We look forward to normal but socially distanced
worship during Holy Week and Easter, with attendance at services
pre-booked. In March we were delighted to welcome Davida
Forbes as our new Parish Administrator, and were sorry to loose
our groundsman Larry Aldridge, whose role has been taken over
by Chris Reynolds.
The Knightsbridge Kindergarten remained open and so there was
the happy sound of children in the crypt, but the Body Doctor remained closed in accordance with government regulations. Some
AA meetings continued, but with greatly restricted numbers. Only
occasional building maintenance and pest control, organ practice
and socially distanced choir recording have taken place, but after
Easter normal life will begin to return as more activities are allowed. All our church meetings and committees have met online,
and this may continue for the next few months. Online activity has
included a weekly Evensong led by Judith Richardson, a Bible
Study group led by Joe Grogan, the Faith Discussion Group and
Book Group, all of which have been much appreciated.
The most significant event in the life of the church over this period, apart from the celebration of Easter, is Fr Ralph’s departure,
on Easter Sunday, 4th April, after six years as Vicar at St Peter’s.
He and Rachel move to Stonesfield in Oxfordshire in April and
Ralph will be licensed as Rector of St James, Stonesfield, and St
Laurence, Combe Longa, on Saturday the 1st of May. As there can
be no social gathering, goodbyes will be said at the services on
Easter Sunday, and at a Zoom get together that afternoon. The
Church Wardens and PCC will begin the process of appointing a
new Vicar, with support from the Diocese, in the months ahead,
and with their support and the help of the ministry team, Revd Julie will take the lead with the worship and the day to day life of
the Church during the interregnum.

..
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MAY CALENDAR
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MAY CALENDAR CONT’D
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ST PETER’S NAIL CROSSES
When St. Peter’s burned down in 1987 many of the Georgian nails
in the roof survived. These were made into crosses by a farrier
from The Royal Mews.
If you are unable to come to St
Peter’s as much as you would
like to during these still challenging times, but would like to
have physical connection to the
church we have quite a number
of these crosses.
A physical reminder of place
can help to focus your mind in
prayer or help you connect
whist watching an online worship.
If you would like one, we are
asking for a small donation,
please email
joe@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
and we can organise a delivery.
JOE GROGAN
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A FEW GRAMMATICAL POINTS
When anyone sets out to learn a language obviously the first words
to learn are nouns and verbs. Then come the adjectives and adverbs
until at last the subtleties of the modest preposition require attention. Most readers of this article will be native English speakers
like me and may have noticed that prepositions, though appearing
insignificant, have immense power. They even have considerable
influence over those bully boys of grammar, the verbs.
The power of these small words was brought home to me when I
read a lurid sentence pointing out that “It cut his head” paints a
quite different picture from “It cut his head open”. I fell to thinking
of a few other examples and I am sure there are many more. Besides cutting open, you can cut up onions, cut down a side street,
cut away a dead branch, cut in to a conversation and cut off an heir
who has offended you.
Talking to someone is fine, talking down to them isn’t.
To run with the money bag is one thing but to run off
with it is another. Is there a difference between calling
in and calling on? At one and the same time it is possible to move out, away and on towards a goal. Sometimes prepositions get above themselves and are superfluous.
When I went to big school, dear Miss Hartland tried hard to eradicate the last word from the very Plymouth expression “Where are
you going to?”
Possibly the longest succession of prepositions is the old story of a
child choosing a book for a parent to read to them and after several
minutes saying that they had never liked that story. To which the
parent replied “Then why did you choose this book to be read to
out of from for?”
ANN BAWTREE
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MAY CHILDREN’S PAGE

This month we celebrate the
Feast of Pentecost, when the
Holy Spirit first came down
on Jesus’s followers.
The pictures above show some
of the effects.
Now find the words in the
search box on the left that tell
us about the Spirit’s coming.
You can read all about it in
the book of Acts, Chapter 2,
verses 1-11.
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SAINT FOR SPRING
St Athanasius, also called St
Athanasius of Alexandria or
St Athanasius the Apostolic,
(born c. 293, Alexandria—
died May 2, 373, Alexandria;
feast day May 2), was a theologian and ecclesiastical
statesman. He was the chief
defender of Christian orthodoxy in the 4th-century battle
against Arianism, the heresy
that the Son of God was a
creature of like, but not of the
same, substance as God the
Father. His important works
include The Life of St Antony,
On the Incarnation, and Four
Orations Against the Arians.
Athanasius received his philosophical and theological training at
Alexandria. In 325 he attended the then bishop of Alexandria as
deacon at the Council of Nicaea. A recognized theologian and ascetic, Athanasius was the obvious candidate to succeed when the
bishop died in 328. The first years of his episcopate were devoted to visitation of his extensive patriarchate, which included all
of Egypt and Libya. During this time he established important
contacts with the Coptic monks of Upper Egypt and their leader
St Pachomius. The struggle with Arian churchmen that occupied
much of the remainder of his life began soon thereafter. Athanasius used political influence against the followers of the schismatic bishop Meletius of Lycopolis, who had gone back on the
plans made at Nicaea for their reunion with the church, but he refuted specific charges against him of mistreatment of Arians and
29

Meletians before a hostile gathering of bishops at Tyre (in modern
Lebanon) in 335, which he
refused to recognize as a
general council of the
church. When both parties
met the emperor Constantine at Constantinople in
336, Athanasius was accused of threatening to interfere with the grain supply from Egypt, and without any formal trial Constantine exiled
him to the Rhineland.
The emperor’s death in 337 allowed Athanasius to return to Alexandria, but Constantine’s son Constantius, emperor in the East, renewed the order of banishment in 338. Athanasius took refuge in
Rome under the protection of Constantius’s brother Constans, emperor in the West. An Arian bishop, Gregory, was installed at Alexandria. Athanasius, however, kept in touch with his flock through
annual Festal Letters announcing the date of Easter. Pope Julius I
wrote in vain on his behalf, and the general council called for 343
was no more successful—only Western and Egyptian bishops met
at Serdica (modern Sofia in Bulgaria), and their appeal for Athanasius was not accepted in the East. In 346, however, Constans’s influence secured his return to Egypt, where he was welcomed as a
popular hero.
Some years of peace and productive endeavour followed for Athanasius, during which he assembled documents relating to his exiles
and returns in the Apology Against the Arians. Nevertheless, after
the death of Constans in 350 and the subsequent civil war, Constantius, as sole emperor, resumed his pro-Arian policy. Again political charges were brought against Athanasius, his banishment
was repeated, and in 356 an attempt was made to arrest him during
a vigil service. This time he withdrew to Upper Egypt, where he
was protected in monasteries or friendly houses. In exile he completed his massive theological work Four Orations Against the Arians and defended his conduct in the Apology to Constantius and
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Apology for His Flight. The emperor’s persistence and reports of
persecution at Alexandria under the new Arian bishop George led
him, in the more violent History of the Arians, to treat Constantius
as a precursor of Antichrist.
The death of Constantius, followed by the murder of the unpopular
George in 361, allowed Athanasius to return triumphantly once
more to his see. In 362 he convened the Synod of Alexandria, during which he appealed for unity among those who held the same
faith but differed in terminology. The way was thus prepared for the
orthodox doctrine of the Trinity—“three Persons in one substance”—which stresses distinctions in the Godhead more than
Athanasius usually had done. The new emperor, Julian the Apostate
(who had renounced Christianity on his accession), ordered Athanasius to leave Alexandria, and he sailed up the Nile again, remaining in exile in Upper Egypt until Julian’s death in 363.
In 365 the emperor Valens, who favoured Arianism, ordered his exile once more, but this time, protected by his overwhelming popularity with the people of Egypt, he merely moved to the outskirts of
Alexandria for a few months until the local authorities persuaded
the emperor to reconsider. Athanasius was able to spend these final
few years in peace before his death in 373.
Athanasius’s two-part work of apologetics, Against the Heathen
and The Incarnation of the Word of God, completed about 335, was
the first great classic of developed Greek Orthodox theology.
Among his other important works are The Letters [to Sarapion] on
the divinity of the Holy Spirit and The Life of St Antony, which was
soon translated into Latin and did much to spread the ascetic ideal
in East and West. Only fragments remain of sermons and biblical
commentaries. Several briefer theological treatises are preserved,
however, and a number of letters, mainly administrative and pastoral. Of special interest are the letter to Epictetus (bishop of Corinth), which anticipates future controversies in defending the humanity of Christ, and the letter to Dracontius, which urges a monk
to leave the desert for the active labours of the episcopate.
Precision of thought, tireless energy in defence of his convictions
and the freedom of the church, and breadth of understanding, have
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given Athanasius an important place among the teachers and leaders of the church. Within a few years of his death, Gregory of Nazianzus called him the "Pillar of the Church". His writings were
well regarded by subsequent Church fathers in the West and the
East, who noted their devotion to the Word-become-man, their
pastoral concern and their interest in monasticism. Athanasius is
considered by the Catholic Church to be one of the four great
Eastern Doctors of the Church. He is venerated as a Christian
saint, whose feast day is 2 May in Western Christianity, 15 May in
the Coptic Orthodox Church, and 18 January in the other Eastern
Orthodox Churches. He is venerated by the Oriental and Eastern
Orthodox Churches, the Catholic Church, the Lutheran churches,
and the Anglican Communion.
RICHARD CARTER

COMMENT: Insofar as people are familiar with the name
“Athanasius” it is through the Athanasian Creed “Quicunque
Vult” called after its Latin opening words, which was long attributed to him although it is more accurately dated to a century
later. Nonetheless, it is required by the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer to be said in place of the Apostles’ Creed at Morning Prayer at Christmas, Epiphany, Easter Day, Ascension Day, Whit Sunday and on seven saints’ days. This custom in no longer much observed although the BCP assures us that if we fail to believe in it
we “shall perish everlastingly.” Its Trinitarian orthodoxy and
comprehensiveness cannot be doubted, but reading through it we
can sympathise with the view of Peter Abelard’s friends in Helen
Waddell’s fine novel that: “Every book that ever was written about
the Trinity is heretical, barring the Athanasian Creed. And even
that only saves itself by contradicting everything it says as fast as
it says it.”
VALERIE SMITH
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PICTURE FOR MAY

St. Augustine C6th: first archbishop of
Canterbury. Feast day May 27.
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MOTHER’S DAY/
MOTHERING SUNDAY
These two celebrations, the second of
which we observe at St Peter’s on the
fourth Sunday of Lent, are so frequently
confused that many people believe them to
be versions of the same thing which gives
rise to certain problems. It can be helpful
to know the history of the two.
Mothers’ Day, in the USA, was the result of an initiative by Anna
Jarvis, from West Virginia. When her mother died in 1905 Anna remembered how much she had longed for some recognition of the
mother’s role. In 1908, working with a Methodist church in her area, Anna organised the first Mothers’ Day celebration. The observance took off on a larger scale because of financial backing
from a department store owner, who held a similar event at one of
his stores in Philadelphia. Anna went on to campaign to make the
day a national holiday honouring the sacrifices of mothers. In 1914
she was successful in this, with the second Sunday in May being
chosen and it is in this form that it has spread to most other countries. However, she later turned against the holiday and tried to get
it abolished, because, whereas she had thought of it as a day for
personal celebration of mothers by their children with a remembrance in a church service, it rapidly became a huge commercial
opportunity for card sellers, flower sellers and other purveyors of
themed presents, something we see continuing on perhaps a larger
scale in our own time and now joined by Fathers’ Day, Grandparents’ Day and the rest.
There was an older tradition in France, dating from 1806, founded
by Napoleon to celebrate mothers of large families, in order to increase the French population in line with his grandiose schemes for
rule. This observance fell into disuse, but after the First World War
it began to be revived locally to honour those mothers who had
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been widowed in the fighting. At length in 1941 the Vichy Government nominated an official celebration of Mothers’ Day on the
last Sunday of May. This was clearly a simple celebration of human motherhood, as evidenced by the award of medals to mothers
depending on their performance – a bronze medal for those who
had four or five children, silver for those with six or seven and
gold for those with eight. This seems somewhat on the lines of
the Soviet award of “Mother Heroine”, though this required a
higher level of performance as bearing ten children or more was
specified.
Mothering Sunday in Britain had considerably different origins.
It falls on the fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday. The Latin
words come from the introit to the Mass. Its other name,
“Refreshment Sunday” reflects the fact that Lent 4 was seen as relaxation of the austerities of Lent, with rose coloured vestments
replacing the sombre Lenten ones and more luxurious food being
allowed. It was also a day from at least
the twelfth century for making processions
from parish churches to the “Mother
Church” of the area, usually the cathedral,
and Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, deplored the fights that sometimes
broke out as different churches disputed
whose banners should go first. So this celebration was primarily one of Mother
Church, rather than human mothers. As time went on, as far as we
can tell by the mid-sixteenth century, a custom had developed for
children working away from home and returning to their mother
church also to bring flowers and cakes to their own mothers. The
cakes were often simnel cakes whose relation to the church calendar came to be underlined by decoration with eleven balls of marzipan, representing the twelve apostles minus Judas.
The custom waned over the following centuries, but inspired by
the American example of Mothers’ Day, Constance Penswick
Smith, a good Anglican who was concerned that there was little
religious significance in the American celebration took the lead in
taking it back to its Christian roots in Mothering Sunday. In 1921
she wrote a book about the ancient customs of Mothering Sunday,
35

published articles and founded a society for the observance of
Mothering Sunday. And interest was revived and continues to grow
to this day.
Developments of Mothering Sunday: As in the USA commercial
interests soon started taking an interest in the day, but more slowly.
In the 1950s at least in my area, the normal gift was a nosegay of
violets or snowdrops prettily wrapped in a leaf . Simnel cake of
various kinds might be eaten and the wider significance of the day continued more to the fore.
Thirty years later, the first Mothering Sermon I
heard at St Peter’s, given by a delightful if eccentric assistant priest, reminded us that this was the
day we gave thanks for Mother Church, for Mary
the Mother of God and our own mothers. It is
very hard now, because of commercial and social
pressures to keep this perspective and people
would think it odd if human mothers were not the focus.
One of the results of this concentration on our own mothers is that
– as social media bear witness – those whose mothers have recently died, or who particularly miss them, or have never had children
themselves , feel excluded and saddened and there are campaigns
to protect them from being targeted by interests promoting the celebration. The wider focus of the original Mothering Sunday made
this much less painful.
So where do we go from here? Mothers’ Day, as it is now almost
universally known is a different sort of festival from the old one.
Should we try to hold onto its celebration on the fourth Sunday of
Lent or should we take the approach that Mothers’ Day should be
moved to a day in May as is in other countries and follow the readings and prayers for Lent 4? There would seem to be a justification for this, but the force of habit is strong and it would probably
be difficult to explain a change of practice. What do you think?
VALERIE SMITH
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THE BOOK GROUP

Do you enjoy discovering and discussing books?

St Peter’s has a book group which meets roughly monthly to discuss the book chosen for that session. Our range is wide, covering
fiction and non-fiction, classics and fairly recent books. It is not
aimed at studying theological books (although some of the books
may from time to time shed light on issues of faith). Recent books
have included “A month in Siena” by Hisham Matar, “Sisters of Sinai” by Janet Soskice, “The Betrothed”, by Alessandro Manzoni,
“War Doctor” by David Nott and “A Glass of Blessings” by Barbara Pym. Books and dates are chosen by the group and discussion is
informal. There is usually quite a lot of general discussion after we
have talked about the book and in days when we can meet in peoples houses, wine and nibbles are usually provided. For some time
we have been on Zoom and our next meeting on 14 April at
6.30pm will also need to be. The book we are reading is George
Eliot’s “Scenes of Clerical Life”. We welcome new members. If
you would like to join us please contact Phoebe Hilary
(phoebe.hilary@gmail.com) for more information.
The link to the meeting is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86344744635?
pwd=cS8zNVZUckxmeWh4K0t0UmRXZUJrQT09
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The WESTMINSTER FOODBANK
needs DONATIONS more than ever!
There are ways we can continue to help the most vulnerable in our society... Please bring in your nonperishable food for the Foodbank. Contact Revd Julie
for information on where to leave donations. Our volunteers will deliver them to the Food Bank promptly. Financial support is also appreciated.
I was hungry,
and you fed me...
(Matt 25.35)
The Westminster Foodbank
is based at Westminster Chapel and provides three
days’ - worth of nutritionally balanced (nonperishable) food to residents in the Borough of
Westminster experiencing financial crisis, through a
voucher scheme. It is part of a nationwide network of
Foodbanks.
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RECIPE FOR PENTECOST
Yorkshire Curd Tart*
Whitsuntide, or Pentecost, has a long traditional association with
dairy products as Easter has with eggs. In England cheese rolling
competitions were associated with this festival, until it transferred
to the Spring Bank Holiday weekend which does not always coincide with Pentecost. But there are other traditions, including the
Jewish, which associate Pentecost with dairy products. Dishes
made these nowadays for the Feast of Weeks or Shevnoth include
cheese knishes and blintzes. There are various explanations of the
link ranging from the plausible to the fanciful, but amusing.
One of the more fanciful ones is that feast commemorates the giving of the Law to Moses on Mt Sinai. We know that Moses was
on the mountain for a long time (see Exodus 24:18 and 32:2) so
that the people became impatient for his returrn. The result of his
absence, according to the Bible, was the making of the golden
calf, but a further speculative consequence is that during this period the milk the people had drawn down from their flocks curdled
and had to be made into cheese dishes; it is also said to commemorate the Israelites’ arrival in a land flowing with milk and honey.
In Christian tradition white is the colour of Eastertide and one
suggestion is that the white of milk recalled this and the making
of products using fresh cheese marked the close of this season. It
seems more likely that the use of dairy products was simply the
response to the late spring flush of milk from the new grass.
However it was, we have our own curd cheese recipes, including
this one, attributed to Yorkshire* and apparently dating from the
eighteenth century.
To make the tart use an eight inch tart tin, ideally one with a removable base, grease it well and line it with pastry made with 4oz
(125g) of plain flour, a pinch of salt, 2oz (60g) of butter, or mixed
* Also made in Lancashire-Ed
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butter and lard) and bound with water. Heat the oven to 220°C
(gas mark 7).
For the filling you will need 4oz (125g) of softened butter, 20z
(60g) of sugar, 6oz (175g) of curd cheese, 3oz (85g) of raisins or
plump currants, a rounded tablespoon of breadcrumbs, 2 beaten
eggs, a pinch of salt and a pinch each of nutmeg and allspice (or
more correctly, two pinches of allspice).
Cream the butter and
sugar together, mix in
the curd cheese along
with the raisins or currants and breadcrumbs
and add the spice to
taste, then stir in the
beaten eggs. Transfer
the mixture to the pastry case and bake for
about half an hour till
Picture from BBC Food
the pastry is a nice
brown. It is best eaten
when still just warm as a rich and filling dessert.
Please note that the cheese to be used must be curd cheese, not either cottage cheese or cream cheese which do not have the right
texture. This used to be quite hard to find but in my experience it
is now more readily available.
A YORKSHIREMAN
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OUR COMMON LIFE
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020 7235 4242
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Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith pro tem
vasmith440@gmail.com

Verger
Callum Shaw
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Susan Redwin
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Andrew-John Smith
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Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com
Groundsman
Chris Reynolds
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David Payne
Ekanem Peers
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
Richard Wildash
Nancy Wood

Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
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Callum Shaw
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020 7821 1809
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Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
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07742 521 650
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Judith Richardson
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Richard Carter
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020 7821 1809
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Valerie Smith
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Standing Committee
Chair: Sammie Singlehurst
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Readers Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Worship Committee
Chair: Revd Julie Khovacs

Intercessors

Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen

Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh
(07742 521 650)

Formation Group
Convenor: Revd Julie Khovacs

Sung Eucharist
Servers
Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
LEM
Valerie Smith
(020 7834 9251)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter
(07973 667 252)

The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie Khovacs
Hospitality Co-ordinator
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Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764

Readers
David Brown
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Sam Atkins
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Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
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Revd Julie Khovacs
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LEM

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Sidesmen (Welcomers)
Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
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Worship at St Peter’s
WORSHIP DURING THE PERIOD OF COVID19
We are now able at least for the time being to worship in person.
The situation is likely to keep changing for better or worse
during April and May. At the beginning of April all Sunday
services, at 8.15am, 9.45am and 11.15am can be attended in
person but the 9.45am and 11.15am will continue to be available
on our YouTube channel. There are weekday celebrations of the
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesdays and 8am on Wednesdays. The
latter will continue to be available via Zoom as well as face to
face. Depending on developments we will try increase the
number of weekday celebrations and also to have the church
open for private prayer for longer periods. Hygiene and social
distancing rules will continue to apply till further notices and
you will need to book for the two larger Sunday services as
before. For the 9.45am this is via Eventbrite and for the
11.15am through emailing: attendstpeter@gmail.com
You do not need to book for other services but social distancing
and hygiene rules stillapply.
To keep up with possible changes, please consult our website or
the weekly emailed newsletter (to which you can subscribe via
the website.) .
St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Cover photograph by the Vicar

