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VICAR’S NEWSLETTER

Holy Week and Easter 2020
Writing this at the end of March, I am aware that by the time this
edition of the Magazine is replaced by the next, the world will be
a different place. Our hope and prayer is that the peak of the
virus will be reached soon, and that coming weeks will see it
decline, but we cannot know how effective the measures now
being taken will be, or how well the NHS will be able to manage
the growing crisis. The suspension of public worship and the
closing of churches, which seemed horrifying when they were
announced, within a few days seemed obvious and essential
actions to protect the vulnerable. We are bracing ourselves not
only for a long period of isolation and uncertainty, but also for
the loss of many people, beloved friends and relatives, including
some we may never get to see again. As a priest I recognise both
the inevitability of death at some point for all of us, and the
anguish of loss. What is certain is that society and the world will
never be the same again. Communities, the world of work, the
strength of government, the conduct of worship and the financial
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activity of the nations will be profoundly altered. As we get used
to working from home or not working, holding meetings by
Skype and distancing ourselves from others, we will develop
practices which deeply change the way we relate to one another.
Some of these lasting changes may be good for us and for our
environment, and others may not.
Christians and other people of faith, who value community and
the relationships to which faith calls us, will have an important
part to play in understanding and shaping these changes. The
love we have come to know and recognise will be very deeply
needed. We will need to learn with humility as well as speak
with prophetic clarity about new manifestations of love and selfsacrifice, relationships, togetherness and changing interactions
with one another, and we will need to respond to the agony of so
many kinds of loss.
Where is God in all this? Where is the God of Easter? Where is
the life of the resurrection? As our world changes, we must
expect to find God, as ever, in the world he came to save, in the
heroic and the self-giving, in lonely prayers of abandonment and
hope, and in the resilience of others. We will find God in those
around us, both those who can act and those who are breaking,
and must also hope to be channels of the love of God ourselves,
wherever there is need of his oceanic compassion. May we all
come to share the joy of resurrection - not a selfish resurrection
for our eager souls, but a resurrection of hope and life for the
planet which may lead to better life for its needy and its stricken
people. Although now distanced from one another, in a strange
way I feel closer now to all of you at St Peter’s than ever. May
the Lord bless and keep you all this Easter.

FR RALPH
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FR RALPH VISITS SAAKSHAR

At the end of February I was just about able to make my annual
ten day visit to our four Saakshar schoolrooms, before Delhi shut
down.
The week before I arrived the city was suffering a wave of
communal riots and violence which left 53 people dead - mostly
Muslims killed by thugs acting out the anti-muslim rhetoric of
the government. Our communities were not affected but they
were fearful, and we moved with caution for a few days.
Despite this, and the coronavirus which shut all India’s schools
the week I left, our dedicated little charity is in great form. In
each of the rented schoolrooms our teachers are bringing the joy
of learning to little children, preparing them for proper school, as
well as teaching and supporting the learning of older girls and
boys each afternoon. There are also some adult literacy classes,
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tailoring, computing, accountancy and English classes going on
in the rented rooms and at the main office. I met parents from
Nasirpur slum where Saakshar 1 works who spoke passionately
about the difference Saakshar is making for their children, and
their newfound willingness to let their daughters stay in
education until 18.

Thank you for all your support.
As soon as we can open again the children and families will be
back for life changing education at Saakshar.
www.saaksharschoolappeal.uk
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FROM JULIE

I have heard it said many times in the last few days, ‘we are
living in unprecedented times.’ And I believe we would all
agree this is true.
Life is unstable at the moment and everything seems far beyond
our control. As coronavirus spreads, our world leaders struggle
with difficult decisions. And we too are struggling to make
sense about what that means for us, for our families and for our
community. We may feel afraid and wonder if life will ever be
the same again. I personally am worried for my parents in
California and I am a bit worried that I will never again enjoy the
freedom I once had. And yet, in the midst of these fears, in the
midst of the uncertainty that lies ahead, I believe that God is
here. God is with each of us as we fear the unknown. God is
with us as we struggle to entertain our children. God is with us
as we gradually lose our freedom. God is with us when we feel
alone and isolated. And God is with us in illness.
These last few days have been unprecedented in their confusion
and uncertainty. They have also been unprecedented in
generosity and welcome. Since yesterday I have had dozens of
offers from people in our church community asking how they
might help. This has been lovely and there are ways we can
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help. Firstly, we must isolate as needed to help others stay safe
and well. Secondly, we can stay connected by phone, email or
online. And thirdly, we can pray for one another in the hope and
love of God.
A few days ago the Archbishop wrote a letter to the clergy where
he described how the church might look in the coming days.
He wrote, ‘as the challenge of the coronavirus grips the world,
and as the Government asks every individual and every
organisation to rethink its life, we are now asking the Church of
England in all its parishes, chaplaincies and ministries to serve
all people in a new way. Public worship will have to stop for a
season. Our usual pattern of Sunday services and other mid-week
gatherings must be put on hold. But this does not mean that the
Church of England has shut. Far from it.”
We are still the church even if we are meeting across the city in
front of a computer or on the phone. We are still the church as
we pray for one another and as we seek new ways to make the
love of God known.
The familiar Psalm 23 may bring us some comfort.
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures: he leads me beside
the still waters.
He restores my soul: he leads me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil:
For thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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As we read the psalm, we too may feel that we are now walking
through the valley of darkness with little sign of light. But
knowing that God is with us even in the darkness draws us into
the hope and peace of His abiding presence.
Below is an extract from the Archbishop of Canterbury’s latest
letter about the decision not only to suspend public worship but
to close the churches.:
“Our most profound desire is to come together with our
neighbours. Christ taught us to come together as His Body to
celebrate the sacraments. In all the history of Christendom in
these islands, we have not before taken such a step. Partly, this is
our modern understanding of how disease is communicated,
which in the times of former plagues had not developed. But it is
also born of the teaching of Our Lord that the two great
commandments are love of God and love of neighbour. The very
love of neighbour that leads us to want to come together requires
us to sacrifice congregating for a season. Even though our
buildings will be closed, the Church continues to be alive and
active. Please continue to commend tools for worship, bible
study and devotion at home which have been put online,
continue to live stream the worship as you are able to within the
guidance, enable people with biblical reflection, spiritual
communion, and personal devotion. Where you can meet
virtually for prayer and Bible study, do so. Finally, pray for us,
as we do for you, in these difficult days.”
Please know that Fr Ralph and I are praying for you daily and we
can be contacted by phone or email.
With every blessing,

Revd Julie
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CHILDREN’S PAGE - HOLY WEEK

On the Thursday before Easter, which we call
Maundy Thursday, Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples and shared a Passover meal with them.
When churches are open we come together to
celebrate them. This year we have to watch them
being streamed from churches or on television. But
we can still share in prayer.
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SAINT FOR SPRING - ALPHEGE
St Alphege (sometimes Alfege), whose Anglo-Saxon name was
Ælfheah (c. 953 – 19 April 1012), was an Anglo-Saxon Bishop
of Winchester, and later Archbishop of Canterbury. Born in
Weston on the outskirts of Bath around 953, Ælfheah became a
monk early in life. He first entered the monastery of Deerhurst,
but then moved to Bath, where he became an anchorite. He was
noted for his piety and austerity and rose to become abbot of
Bath Abbey. The 12th century chronicler William of
Malmesbury recorded that Ælfheah was a monk and prior at
Glastonbury Abbey, but this is not accepted by all historians.
Indications are that Ælfheah became abbot at Bath by 982, or
possibly as early as 977.
Probably due to the influence of Dunstan, the Archbishop of
Canterbury (959–988), Ælfheah was elected Bishop of
Winchester in 984, and was consecrated on 19 October that year.
While bishop he was largely responsible for the construction of a
large organ in the cathedral, audible from over a mile away and
said to require more than 24 men to operate. He also built and
enlarged the city's churches, and promoted the cults of St
Swithun and of his own predecessor, Æthelwold of Winchester.
One act promoting Æthelwold's cult was the translation of
Æthelwold's body to a new tomb in the cathedral at Winchester,
which Ælfheah presided over on 10 September 996.
Following a Viking raid in 994, a peace treaty was agreed with
one of the raiders, Olaf Tryggvason. Besides receiving danegeld,
Olaf converted to Christianity and undertook never to raid or
fight the English again. Ælfheah may have played a part in the
treaty negotiations, and it is certain that he confirmed Olaf in his
new faith.
In 1006 Ælfheah succeeded Ælfric as Archbishop of Canterbury,
taking Swithun's head with him as a relic for the new location.
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He went to Rome in 1007 to receive his pallium—symbol of his
status as an archbishop—from Pope John XVIII. While at
Canterbury he promoted the cult of St Dunstan, ordering the
writing of the second Life of Dunstan, which Adelard of Ghent
composed between 1006 and 1011. He also introduced new
practices into the liturgy, and was instrumental in the
Witenagemot's recognition of Wulfsige of Sherborne as a saint in
about 1012.
Ælfheah sent Ælfric of Eynsham to Cerne Abbey to take charge
of its monastic school. He was present at the council of May
1008 at which Wulfstan II, Archbishop of York, preached his
Sermo Lupi ad Anglos (The Sermon of the Wolf to the English),
castigating the English for their moral failings and blaming the
latter for the tribulations afflicting the country.
In 1011 the Danes again raided England, and from 8–29
September they laid siege to Canterbury. Aided by the treachery
of Ælfmaer, whose life Ælfheah had once saved, the raiders
succeeded in taking and sacking the city. Ælfheah was taken
prisoner and held captive for seven months. Godwine (Bishop of
Rochester), Leofrun (abbess of St Mildrith's), and the king's
reeve, Ælfweard were captured also, but the abbot of St
Augustine's Abbey, Ælfmær, managed to escape. Canterbury
Cathedral was plundered and burned by the Danes following
Ælfheah's capture. Ælfheah refused to allow a ransom to be paid
for his freedom, and as a result was killed on 19 April 1012 at
Greenwich, reputedly on the site of St Alfege's Church. This
account of Ælfheah's death appears in the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle:
‘... the raiding-army became much stirred up against the bishop,
because he did not want to offer them any money, and forbade
that anything might be granted in return for him. Also they were
very drunk, because there was wine brought from the south.
Then they seized the bishop, led him to their "hustings" on the
Saturday in the octave of Easter, and then pelted him there with
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bones and the heads of cattle; and one of them struck him on the
head with the butt of an axe, so that with the blow he sank down
and his holy blood fell on the earth, and sent forth his holy soul
to God's kingdom.’
Ælfheah was the first Archbishop of Canterbury to
die a violent death. A contemporary report
recounts that Thorkell the Tall attempted to save
Ælfheah from the mob about to kill him by
offering everything he owned except for his ship,
in exchange for Ælfheah's life. Some sources
record that the final blow, with the back of an axe,
was delivered as an act of kindness by a Christian convert known
as "Thrum." Thorkell the Tall was appalled at the brutality of his
fellow raiders, and switched sides to the English king Æthelred
the Unready following Ælfheah's death.
Ælfheah was buried in St Paul's Cathedral. In 1023 his body was
moved by King Cnut (more commonly remembered in this
country as Canute) to Canterbury, with great ceremony. Pope
Gregory VII canonised Ælfheah in 1078, with a feast day of 19
April. His shrine, which had become neglected, was rebuilt and
expanded in the early 12th century under Anselm of Canterbury,
who was instrumental in retaining Ælfheah's name in the church
calendar. After the fire of 1174 in Canterbury Cathedral,
Ælfheah's remains, together with those of Dunstan, were placed
around the high altar, at which Thomas Becket is said to have
commended his life into Ælfheah's care shortly before his
martyrdom at the hands of Henry II’s agents. The new shrine
was sealed in lead, and was north of the high altar, sharing the
honour with Dunstan's shrine, which was located south of the
high altar. A Life of Saint Ælfheah in prose and verse was
written by a Canterbury monk named Osbern. The prose version
has survived, but the Life is very much a hagiography: many of
the stories it contains have obvious Biblical parallels, making
them suspect as a historical record.
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In the late medieval period, Ælfheah's feast day was celebrated in
Scandinavia, perhaps because of the saint's connection with
Cnut. Few church dedications to him are known, with most of
them occurring in Kent and one each in London and Winchester;
as well as St Alfege's Church in Greenwich, a nearby hospital
(1931–1968)
was named
after him. In
Kent there are
two 12th
century parish
churches
dedicated to St
Alphege at
Seasalter and
Canterbury.
St Alphege Greenwich
Reputedly his
body lay in these churches overnight on his way back to
Canterbury Cathedral for burial. In the town of Solihull in the
West Midlands St Alphege Church is dedicated to Ælfheah
dating back to approximately 1277. In 1929 a new church in
Bath was dedicated to Ælfheah, under the name Alphege,
designed by Giles Gilbert Scott in homage to the ancient Roman
church of Santa Maria in Cosmedin.
COMMENT
To celebrate the thousandth anniversary of the martyrdom of St
Alphege, Southwark diocese arranged a day of pilgrimage and
celebration on which, naturally, it rained copiously. A group of
pilgrims walked from the Cathedral to the church in Greenwich,
lavishly entertained at the various calling points en route. At St
Alphege’s the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Bergen,
the Bishop and Dean of Southwark, RC representatives and civic
dignitaries came together with the pilgrims and others for an
afternoon of games and presentations and a sung Evensong.
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THE ROYAL MAUNDY
I enjoy reading the magazine and found it very helpful when I
was applying for my job as Senior Verger and Premises Manager
at St Peter’s.. Valerie asked me to write an article, but what to
write about?? ? As its Easter I thought I would share some
thoughts about the biggest event I have ever been involved in,
The Royal Maundy.
As you all know I come from Blackburn Cathedral in Lancashire
and the Royal Maundy visit was the highlight of the 2014
working year. It was the first time that Queen had come to
Blackburn Cathedral and its first ever Maundy Service
In the ceremony the Queen, who holds the title Duke of
Lancaster, presented coins to 88 men and 88 women as symbolic
recognition of their service to the local community and the
church. The sovereign handed to each recipient two small leather

Picture: Lancashire Life: The Queen's visit to Blackburn Cathedral for Maundy Thursday :
https://www.lancashirelife.co.uk/people/the-queen-s-visit-to-blackburn-cathedral-formaundy-thursday-1-3602775
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string purses, a red purse containing money in lieu of food and
clothing; the other, a white purse, containing Maundy coins.
It felt a great honour to be involved as the Vergers’ link betweem
the Cathedral and the visitors: the Queen’s Verger, the Royal
Almonry party, the Yeoman of the Guard and the secretary to the
Royal Maundy. This entailed a number of different
responsibilities, the largest of which was helping the Leader of
the Yeoman of the Guard, the Queen’s Verger and the Royal
Maundy secretary.
A feature of the traditional pageant is that most royal persons
hold posies. I really remember them as they were full of herbs
and very pungent. They are made by the same group of people
three days before with the same selection of flowers traditionally
arranged. They are about 9-12 inches across and quite heavy and
cumbersome. They were traditionally used to mask the smells of
the masses.
Another vivid memory was when the Plates used in the
ceremony (part of the Crown jewels) for the purses, were
brought in handcuffed to two short Scottish gentlemen. They
swiftly entered the cathedral from a black van straight to the
service lift and down into the crypt as I hightailed it down the
stairs into the crypt to meet them to lead them into the vestry and
unlock the vault.
On the day I couldn’t believe how friendly the Yeoman of the
Guard were. One very tall Yorkshire Yeoman with a splendid
handlebar moustache sheepishly approached me to ask whether I
had a box of plasters as their ceremonial shoes are apparently
uncomfortable and gave them all blisters. He was very grateful,
and this led to all the Yeoman of the guard thanking me for the
plasters as they left, which was slightly surreal. They made lots
of jokes before, during and after the ceremony. They were
positioned at 6 foot intervals around the cathedral aisle between
the congregation and the monarch. In their bright regalia with
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large medieval weapons, they flanked the Queen, and more than
lived up to their title as the Queen’s Bodyguards. Their presence
made the Cathedral feel very secure.
There were four processions in the service. The Cathedral
Procession; the Ecumenical Procession; the Queen’s Procession;
and, finally The Royal Almonry Procession. The processions
were very long and originated in four different locations in the
Cathedral. The Cathedral procession was led by my sister Bethan
carrying the cross with two women acolytes.
The Queen also appeared very concerned about the men and
women she gave Maundy monies to and made time for each one.
There were quite a few people in wheelchairs, and with each one
the Queen suggested that they should remain seated. One
particular lady stands out in my memory; the Queen put a hand
on the lady’s shoulder and told her to sit back down. The lady
remained steadfastly standing. It really struck me how
personable and down to earth the Queen is.
As the service was in Lancashire the Queen was principally there
as the Duke of Lancaster. The National Anthem was amended
accordingly. The second line ‘Long live our noble Queen was
changed to Duke’, to recognise the Queen’s status. This made
me really proud to be a Lancastrian.
The entire service and day when very quickly. As the great and
good of the Cathedral left the town went on to the rest of the
civic engagements of the day. I was left with the Lancashire
Chief Constable of Lancashire Constabulary to manage the tidy
up and to reflect on events of the day.
The entire event was a real learning experience for me. All the
Queen’s staff were meticulous in carrying out their duties. They
all had a similar working style, very polite, very calm but most
importantly they had complete confidence in what they were
doing and how they wanted it done. It had to be done their way
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and they always explained everything to
me in very clear terms as I was involved
in undertaking duties with them. This
style resonated with me, as it was low key
considered and quietly confident, and in
essence a humble approach.
The meticulous efficiency of the whole
external team who undertook the Royal
Maundy services was wonderful and their
coherent working style still resonates with
me years later. They were so polite and
open to questions when dealing with great
pressure. It really demonstrated to me
how to approach such special occasions. I
try to emulate this in my work as Senior
Verger at St Peters.
I wish you all a joyous Easter!
After the Service

CALLUM SHAW

FROM THE REGISTERS
Marriage
1 February 2020: James Gummer and Marigold Freeland.
I March 2020:

Baptism
Juliet Emilia Haviland Challoner
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APRIL PICTURE - ST GEORGE

Feast Day April 23.
The famous legend of St George and the dragon: painting by
Gustave Moreau 1826-1898.
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READINGS FOR
APRIL AND MAY
Sunday, 5 April:
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Philippians 2: 5-11
Matthew 27: 11-54

Sunday 26 April
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
1 Peter 1: 17-23
Luke 24: 13-35

Thursday, 9 April:
Maundy Thursday.
Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
John 13: 1-17, 31b-35

Sunday 3 May:
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 42-47
1 Peter 2: 19-25
John 10: 1-10

Friday, 10 April:
Good Friday
Isaiah 52: 13-53: 12
Hebrews 10: 16-25
John 18: 1 - 19: 42

Sunday 10 May:
Feast of Dedication of St
Peter’s
1 Kings 8: 22-30
Hebrews 12: 18-24
Matthew 21: 12-16

Saturday 11 April:
Easter Eve
A number of Old Testament
readings followed by
Romans 6: 3-11
Matthew 28: 1-10

Sunday 17 May:
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17: 22-31
1 Peter 3: 13-22
John 14: 15-21

Sunday 12 April:
Easter Day
Jeremiah 31: 1-6
Acts 10: 34-43
John 20: 1-18

Sunday 24 May:
Seventh Sunday of Easter,
Sunday after Ascension
Acts 1: 6-14
1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11
John 17: 1-11

Sunday 19 April:
Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32
1 Peter 1: 3-9
John 20: 19-30

Sunday 31 May: Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21
1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13
John 20: 19-23
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APRIL CALENDAR
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St
Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers
now that attendance at services is temporarily suspended.
Wed 1

Frederick Denison Maurice,
1872

For all the people of the world

Thur 2

For the most vulnerable

Fri 3

For healthcare staff

Sat 4

For the Bishop of London and
her staff

Sun 5

Palm Sunday

For the Parish

Mon 6

Monday of Holy Week

For the Church and the
World in Holy Week.

Tues 7

Tuesday of Holy Week

For the Church and the
World in Holy Week.

Wed 8

Wednesday of Holy Week

For the Church and the
World in Holy Week.

Thur 9

Maundy Thursday

For bishops, priests and
deacons

Fri 10

Good Friday

Of the day

Sat 11

Easter Eve

Of the day

Sun 12

Easter Day

With thanksgiving for the
resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Mon 13

Monday of Easter Week

Tues 14

Tuesday of Easter Week

With thanksgiving for the
resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
With thanksgiving for the
resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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APRIL CALENDAR CONTD
Wed 15

Wednesday of Easter Week

Thur 16

Thursday of Easter Week

Fri 17

Friday of Easter Week

Sat 18

Saturday of Easter Week

Sun 19
Mon 20

Second Sunday of Easter

Tues 21

Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec,
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Teacher of the Faith, 1109

Wed 22
Thur 23

With thanksgiving for
the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
With thanksgiving for
the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
With thanksgiving for
the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
With thanksgiving for
the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
For the Parish
For the National Health
Service
For the Archbishop of
Canterbury
For St Peter’s School
For our Government

Sat 25

George, martyr, patron of
England, c.304
The Sever Martyrs of the
Melanesion Brotherhood,
Solomon Islands, 2003
Mark the Evangelist

Sun 26

Third Sunday of Easter

For our willingness to
proclaim the Gospel
afresh in our
generation.
For the Parish

Mon 27

Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894

For the arts

Fri 24

Tues 28

For Christian Witness

For emergency services

Wed 29

Catherine of Siena, Teacher of
the Faith, 1380

For the people of Italy

Thurs 30

Pandita Mary Ramabai,
Translator of the Scriptures
1922

For our reading of the
Bible.
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Our planned celebrations, sadly disrupted by the effects of
the Coronavirus, are inserted here as a record of this
important period of the year and to give a taste of what we
hope will happen again in 2021. This year simpler versions
of the services will be online.
24
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MAY CALENDAR
Fri 1

Philip and James,
Apostles

For our readiness to
proclaim the Gospel

Sat 2

Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, Teacher, 373

For all in exile from their
homeland or separated from
family

Sun 3

Fourth Sunday of Easter

For the parish

Mon 4

English Saints and Martyrs
of the Reformation era

For local government

Tues 5

For those who suffer from
mental illness
For farmers and farm workers
For good stewardship

Wed 6
Thur 7
Fri 8

Julian of Norwich,
Spiritual Writer, c. 1417

Sat 9
Sun 10

Mon 11
Tues 12

For the elderly
Fifth Sunday of Easter
and The Dedication of St
Peter’s Eaton Square
Gregory Dix, Priest,
Monk, Scholar, 1952

Wed 13
Thur 14

For devotion

For St Peter’s Church and
all those we serve
For the self-employed
For the worship we offer
For the bereaved

Matthias the Apostle

For our vocation as disciples
of Jesus
For the Diocese of London

Sat 16

Caroline Chisholm, Social
Reformer, 1877

For the church’s commitment
to the vulnerable

Sun 17

Sixth Sunday of Easter

For the Parish

Fri 15

Mon 18

For the business community
within the parish
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MAY CALENDAR CONTD
Tues 19
Wed 20
Thur
21

Dunstan, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Restorer of
Monastic Life, 988
Alcuin, deacon, abbot

For our prayer

Ascension Day

In thanksgiving for
the glorious
Ascension of our
Lord Jesus Christ
For our church staff

Fri 22
Sat 23
Sun 24
Mon 25
Tues 26

For all working in
healthcare
Seventh Sunday of Easter.
Sunday after Ascension
The Venerable Bede, Monk at
Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735

For the Parish

Augustine, first Archbishop of
Canterbury, 605

For the unemployed

Wed 27
Thur 28

Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec,
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Scholar, 1089

Fri 29

For the Church of
England

For relationships and
families
For scholarship,
teaching and learning
For our stewardship of
the earth
For social services

Sat 30
Sun 31

For our worship

Pentecost

For the Parish
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PARISH NEWS

February at St Peter’s began with a wonderful celebration of the
marriage of Marigold Freeland and James Gummer on Saturday
the 1st. The following Saturday the church was open for our
parish Quiet Day, which was much appreciated by all who came.
Revd Julie held a Welcome Box Welcome Party on Wednesday
the 13th, while Fr Ralph went to Christ Church, Oxford to preach
on ‘Love’ at the College’s House Communion service. The BBC
were broadcasting from the Church on Friday the 14th of
February, and on Saturday the 15th the Choir of the 21st Century
held a concert here.
The Faith Discussion Group met on Monday the 17th - to discuss
and read about the Bible’s thoughts on ‘Love’.
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On Shrove Tuesday, 25th February, Revd Julie held an
extraordinary Pancake Party - which attracted many dozens of
people of all ages, who were fed with hundreds of pancakes. The
following day, Ash Wednesday, there were services with ashing
at 8am and 12.30pm, a School Mass at 9.30am when the entire
school received the sign of the cross, and a beautiful Sung
Eucharist with ashing at 7pm. Fr Ralph flew to Delhi on
Thursday 27th February to visit Saakshar for ten days. Juliet
Chaloner was baptised on Sunday 1st of March, and the Youth
Group met that evening. Our Welcomers and Sidesmen had a
much appreciated evening of training on Monday the 2nd of
March, and the Lent Prayer Course began to meet on Tuesday
and Wednesday that week, and also met the following week.
Revd Julie kindly hosted a St Peter’s ministry team lunch on
Sunday the 8th, and a Housing Justice Party on Wednesday 11th.
The Youth Group went bowling the following Sunday, March
the 15th.
From that point onwards things began to close. Meetings and
events were cancelled one by one, services were suspended and
we shared a simple Eucharist on our Facebook page on
Mothering Sunday, 22nd March. The building closed to the
public that day, and Fr Ralph and Revd Julie began holding
meetings online and seeking ways to put content on the internet
for people to access if they wished. At the time of writing these
have included regular parish emails, updates to the website, livestreamed Sunday services and daily podcasts of Evening Prayer.
Further activities for families are in the pipeline.
Fr Ralph and Revd Julie continue to meet for Morning Prayer
and to keep in touch our congregation and community.
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OUR LADY OF CANTERBURY

I recently visited the Abbey of Minster-in-Thanet, an Anglican
Benedictine community living near the site of the original eighth
century monastery of which St Mildred was the abbess. The
building incorporates some of the Saxon and Norman remains of
the second site of the Abbey. The site of the original Abbey was
where the parish church of St Mary the Virgin (itself worth a
visit) now stands and the move took place because the original
foundation became too small for the community.
I went there to pick up a small bronze statue of Our Lady of Canterbury, sculpted by the late Sister Concordia, a member of the
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community. I had bought a statue designed by Sister Concordia
some years ago in the Cathedral Shop at Canterbury but, having
given it to a friend who admired it greatly, I found the shop no
longer had any of the small statues which were cast in limited
numbers. By chance I found that the Abbey still had one or two
and took the opportunity to go and collect one.
The original of Our Lady of Canterbury can be seen, in a larger,
but still modest size, in the Undercroft of Canterbury Cathedral
where, in that place of gracious silence, it struck me immediately. There are statues also made for Coventry, and one for a
church in New York,
What is striking about this statue is its very Englishness (though
Sister Concordia was a Scot). Many of the medieval statues of
Our Lady were destroyed in the Reformation. However, the
statue of Our Lady of Westminster, in Westminster Cathedral,
and some reproductions of Our Lady of Willesden, and our own
carved statue of Our Lady of Walsingham (based on one of the
pilgrim medals of the period) have a very distinctive appearance.
Our Lady, looking in her clothes and mien like a medieval Lady
of the Manor, typically sits solidly on a simple throne, wearing a
draped robe, a sort of wimple and a plain crown. She holds out
the child, who either stands facing us on her lap, or on one of her
knees, half turned towards her. Her expression is calm and dignified and reverent; she gives an impression of stillness, rather
than fear or triumph.
In some ways she reminds me of the icons of Our Lady of the
Seal, who stands with her arms extended and wearing on her
breast a large circular medal showing Christ as a child; she is
pre-eminently the God-bearer carrying Christ into the world.
Of course, Our Lady was not a medieval Lady of the Manor. It
would have been more true to historical realism to portray someone in manner and clothing like a first century Jewish woman.
However, to her contemporaries that would have made her a
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rather exotic character. By being portrayed in a form familiar to
the people of her time she embodied a truth greater than the simply historical, she showed herself as a person who, though held
in honour was still one of us, our sister. G.K. Chesterton expresses the same idea when commenting on medieval and renaissance pictures which show the contemporary donors alongside
the Virgin and Child.
It is always important in bringing
our faith to life to show that it is
not merely historical but contemporary and some artists have been
able to capture this double sense.
I think in particular of Elizabeth
Frink’s statue of Mary in the
grounds of Salisbury Cathedral,
where she is rather the Virgin of
the Magnificat than the Virgin of
the Incarnation, striding determinedly out into the world beyond the precincts.

Brian Robert Marshall / Walking
Madonna, Salisbury Cathedral / CC
BY-SA 2.0

Do you have a favourite picture or
statue of Our Lady or another
saint or Bible character? If you
do, send a picture to the office
and explain what there is about it
that appeals to you.
VALERIE SMITH
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KEEPING IN TOUCH
Over Lent and Holy Week and Eastertide you can keep in touch
with us visually on the St Peter’s Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/stpetereatonsq/

We also now send messages, to which you can reply, on
Twitter
St Peter's, Eaton Square - @StPetersEatonS1

Our website is www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
It will be updated as necessary.
We continue with the regular emails, usually sent out at the
end of the week. If you do not receive them, sign up through
the website. This will also ensure that you get any special
reflections that may be produced.
And we have a new experimental (for St Peter’s) way
of meeting, using Zoom which can readily be
downloaded onto your computer and enables groups to
have virtual meetings. https://zoom.us/
Revd Julie is working on setting up Zoom meetings for Bible
study, for the Book Group and others. If you are interested or
want to know more, phone or email her.
Our next St Peter’s Magazine
We are hoping to be able to produce the June-July magazine in
due course. If you want to write about your experiences in the
time of the lockdown, please send them to the acting
administrator vasmith@btinternet.com
We will seek to include them in the magazine.
You are also of course welcome to send in articles on other
subjects that appeal to you.
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MAY PICTURE

Venerable Bede
Feast Day May 25 'The Father of English History'. .
His book: “The Ecclesiastical History of the English
Nation” is the source of many lively stories as well as
of historical events.
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EASTERTIDE CHILDREN’S PAGE

35

FROM THE MAGAZINE - APRIL 1920

I want to tell you now about a plan which I have in mind and
which I hope will mature. I have formed a Recreation
Committee, representing the Clubs and other Associations in the
Parish. The purpose of the Committee is to arrange the
engagements of these different Associations so that other people
may know the social arrangements for the next three months or
so. What we need in Church and State is that groups of peoples
should exist, not only for themselves, but for others. The Bishop
of Peterborough, in a letter to the “Times” a week ago pointed
out that the danger in the industrial life of the country was that
group-consciousness should pit itself against nationalconsciousness. This applies to all other associations. What we
need more than anything else in the Church is fellowship; let us
try to put it into practice here. What is purposed is that a
programme of the engagement of the different associations
should be published should from time to entertain one another.
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In London there are a great many people who are very lonely or
who, being strangers, never meet their fellow-worshippers
though they my sit next to them in the Church or kneel side by
side at the Altar for many years. This is not what our Lord
intended and I appeal to you all to break up this aloofness which
is not really intentional but has quite natural reasons behind it.
We need a Fellowship for the Parish just because of the three
Churches, in order that we may have opportunities of meeting
together and coming to know each other. At our last meeting of
the Committee we had a very interesting account of a Fellowship
which has been growing surprisingly at St Martin’s-in-the-Fields
and which is being adopted and adapted elsewhere… I hope that
gradually there will grow up a real spiritual fellowship including
all classes and conditions in the Parish which shall associate us
all with one another…It should arrange lectures and meeting for
instruction and discussion in the subjects and questions of the
day and if only the members threw themselves heartily into it
they would bring others into the Fellowship and help many a
young man or woman over their difficult years of early life and
redeem many older people from the hell of loneliness.
COMMENT:
Theodore Woods was Bishop of Peterborough at this time and
later became Bishop of Winchester. He belonged to a new
generation of liberal evangelicals committed to ecumenism and
the social gospel. In setting up the Recreation Committee, the
then Vicar, Austin Thomson, was concerned both to co-ordinate
the disparate activities of St Peter’s, St John the Evangelist and
St Peter’s Chapel and to address the issue of loneliness and
isolation of those living in the area or attending services. Coordination and addressing loneliness remain important issues in
the centre of a large city. In recent weeks with the increased
isolation imposed by the health crisis, we have been working to
find new ways of communication to deal with a new level of
loneliness.
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BOOKS FOR ISOLATION
In happier times this review would have been headed, “Books for
Eastertide” but this is an abnormal year, so I am looking at a
book written by an anchoress, Julian of Norwich, called
“Revelations of Divine Love”.
Who was Julian?
Julian (we do not know her name; she is called Julian because
she was attached to St Julian’s church in Norwich) was born in
1343; we know this because her book says she was thirty years
old at the time of her revelations in May 1373. She lived quite a
long time; we know that she was still alive in 1413, as a younger
contemporary Margery Kempe records in her autobiography that
she went to visit her then and received much spiritual counsel
from her. Some people speculate that Julian had been a nun at
the monastery in Carrow; however, at the time of the Revelations
she was living with her mother, and was attended in her sickness
by her parish priest, so it is equally likely that she had been a
laywoman, possibly widowed in the Black Death. What we do
know is that after her near-death visions she was committed to
the solitary life and was enclosed as an anchoress.
The life of an anchoress.
An anchoress lived in a cell attached to a church; one window of
her cell would look out onto the altar in the church so that she
could see the celebration of Mass, another looked out onto the
world, where people could come and seek counsel of her.
Sometimes there was a third window, looking out onto another
cell where a maid who brought her food and attended to her
physical wants was able to stay. In other cases the maid and she
would simply hand things through the window to each other.
The anchoress’s life was one of prayer, both of a form of the
office and of private prayer. As a vocation it was not uncommon
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in the thirteenth to the fifteenth
centuries. You can see the
remains of anchorholds in a
number of places. In Norwich
Julian’s residence has been
reconstructed as far as possible.
At the church in Iffley you can
see the place where the
St Julian’s church, Norwich
anchorhold was, as you can also
in Staplehurst in Kent. I think you can also see the remains of a
larger anchorhold with a small private garden at Little St Mary’s
in Cambridge, but I don’t quite remember and I can hardly go
over to check it at the moment.
The origin of the Revelations
One can imagine that without a specific vocation that life must
have been oppressive in the extreme. I remember seeing a play a
few years ago in which the anchoress went progressively insane.
For Julian, it provided the perfect setting for reflection and
devotion. Before her enclosure she had suffered a serious illness
during which her parish priest came to administer the last rites
and held a crucifix up before her eyes. That crucifix sparked off
a series of sixteen visions or “showings” as she called them,
starting off with a vivid impression of Christ’s physical
sufferings, but going much beyond them looking at sin and
suffering and compassion, the Trinity, the Atonement, the role of
Our Lady, the beauty of creation and the delight of Christ in
seeing us come to him. What is achieved after years of
contemplation is a faith of incredible gentleness, generosity and
joy. Julian is quick to set aside any notion that the reader may
have that she was a specially holy or privileged person. She says:
“I am not good because of the showing unless I love God better;
and if you love God better, it is meant more for you than for
me... Indeed I was not shown that God loved me better than the
lowest soul that is in a state of grace for I am sure that there are
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many who have never had a showing or vision, but only the
normal teaching of Holy Church, and who love God better than I
do”.
Our courteous Lord
Some of her ideas are familiar from quotation even to those who
have not read the Revelations in their entirety: the vision for
instance of all creation as no bigger than a hazelnut in the palm
of the hand, which exists for all its fragility because God made it
and loves it and sustains it; the picture of Christ as our mother;
the assurance that all shall be well and all manner of things shall
be well; the dutiful servant whose fall in his over-eagerness to do
his master’s will receives nothing but compassion from the Lord.
But I think what strikes me the most is her insistence that God
delights in us and longs for us to return his love: “Our courteous
Lord wants us to feel as at home with him as the heart can
conceive or the soul desire... When we have fallen through frailty
or blindness, then our courteous Lord raises us up with his gentle
touch and protects us...He wants us to see how wretched we are
but he does not want us to be preoccupied with self-accusation.
He wants us quickly to attend to him, for he stands all alone and
he is always waiting for us, sorrowing and grieving until we
come. He hurries to bring us back to him, for we are his joy and
his delight, and he is our salvation and our life.” This is truly a
woman whose love and devotion speaks across the centuries.
Getting hold of the texts
Normally I would say that the books I recommend are available
from the parish library, but as you can’t get at this of the moment
here is some information about suppliers. Julian of Norwich’s
“Revelations of Divine Love” is readily available even on
Kindle. There is a longer and a shorter version. Some editions
incorporate both, and that is good since they offer an interesting
comparison between a record made near the time the visions
occurred, and a revision based on years of thoughtful reflection.
But if you have to choose go for the longer version. Online
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sellers also offer hard copies again at a reasonable price. An easy
starting point is a selection from the “Revelations” with an
intelligent introduction, called “Introducing Julian, Woman of
Norwich”, by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard, an English Carmelite
hermit, and simply illustrated by her. Hard copies are available
from Amazon and others for about three pounds, and it is one of
my favourite selections.
Related books
There is an interesting thirteenth century book called the
“Ancrene Wisse”, which means “guidance for anchoresses”,
setting out much about the practical arrangements of life for an
anchoress, as well as spiritual guidance. Unlikely though it may
seem, it is also available at a modest price from Abe Books.
However, it is possible that the language may be too unfamiliar
to make easy reading but they also offer a 1963 paperback called
the “Ancrene Riwle” which is a modern version again at a
reasonable price.
Other reading
Although this review is headed “Books” it is evidently mainly
about one book. And that is because I suggest that at this time
you should just read whatever books sacred or secular appeal to
you personally so that you keep as confident and relaxed as
possible. Myself I am going to embark on an Edmund Campion
indulgence.
VALERIE SMITH

41

RECIPE
Little Courgette Soufflés
By the time you read this, it is possible that the simple
ingredients used will sound as luxurious and decadent as larks’
tongues. But in the hope that we shall see brighter days, and as a
foretaste of the projected St Peter’s recipe book for which I
originally wrote it down, I include it here. And, as Revd Julie
requested, I give the story attached to it.
Returning in the early evening one beautiful summer’s day after
a long walk (on the Isle of Thanet) I wanted to make something
for dinner without doing any further shopping, but a bit more
special than plain eggs and vegetables (which seemed to be what
I had). I made it first for one person (hard with a soufflé) and
thought it rather nice, so I then multiplied it up for six. Once I
made it as a first course when the daughter of my American
friends was visiting me and I had invited some people over to
meet her. Unhappily the door of my very old oven which I was
on the point of replacing came off just at that point and poor
Mollie remembers it well as the evening
when she had to stand for half an hour
with her knee against the hot oven door
to retain the oven temperature. We have
form on this sort of thing, as I had had
to do the same in similar circumstances
in a rented cottage in Michigan, while making Yorkshire
Pudding for the benefit of my friends’ visitors.
You need:
6 little soufflé dishes
12 oz of courgettes
2 oz butter + extra for buttering soufflé dishes
1 oz plain flour
10 fl oz (generous half pint) of whole milk, heated
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4 eggs + 1 egg white
Nutmeg, salt, pepper
I dessertspoon chopped fresh tarragon (or ½ teaspoon dried)
1½ oz Parmesan cheese, grated
optional - dry breadcrumbs.
Heat the oven to gas mark 6 or 200°C
Begin by buttering the soufflé dishes to prevent the soufflé
sticking. If you wish, spread a thin layer of dry breadcrumbs over
the bottom and sides of each dish.
Then slice the courgettes finely and, in about a third of the
butter, sweat them (with a lid on the pan) until they are soft.
They should not be browed; if there is excess juice when they are
done, cook them with the lid off for a little till they are dry. Then
crush them with a fork into a coarse purée.
Melt the rest of the butter in a saucepan, and stir in the flour. Let
it cook a little, stirring all the time - a minute or so should be
enough and the mixture should not take colour. Then, a little at a
time, add the hot milk stirring to avoid lumps forming. Stir the
sauce until you see it thickening, then add salt, pepper, nutmeg,
the grated cheese and the chopped tarragon. Remove from the
heat and let it cool a little. While it is cooling, separate the egg
whites and yolks. I always break one egg at a time, letting the
white fall into one cup and the yolk into another; once you are
confident there isn’t a scrap of yolk in the white you can pour it
into the bowl in which you intend to whisk it. This stops a
problem with the last egg spoiling the whole thing. Then
gradually stir the egg yolks into the sauce, and then the courgette
purée. Finally whisk the egg whites until they are stiff, and fold
them (do not beat) with a metal spoon into the sauce. It doesn’t
matter if there are a few lumps of white. Spoon it into the little
dishes and cook in the pre-heated oven for 20-25 minutes, until
they are well risen. It is important to keep the oven closed until
towards the end.
The guests need to be ready at the table.
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