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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr

One of the high points of the summer months at St Peter’s for me
is the annual multifaith service we hold for the Royal College of
Defence Studies, which brings together a hundred or so officers
from the armed forces of many nations at the end of their course.
They gather with those who have taught them from the college
and from Kings College London, and with their families, to
celebrate all they have learned and to recognise both the
responsibility we carry for the lives of others, and the duty we
owe above all to God.
The prayers end with these words:
O God of all nations, look in mercy, we beseech Thee, on the
people of the world and especially upon those nations here
represented. Give humility, wisdom, and understanding to its
rulers, concord and unity to its races, and mutual trust and
goodwill to all who live within its bounds, so that love and
justice prevailing within their hearts may ever lead them to strive
for lasting peace in all the world.
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I have always had an interest in other faiths and the relationships
between them, and multifaith worship like this is a very positive
experience for me. This service is a sharing of readings from the
Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, the Koran, the Bhagwat Gita,
Confucius, and the Guru Granth Sahib, reflecting the widely
varying religious backgrounds of the men and women on the
course. It contains Christian hymns and a blessing too, but shows
respect toward the differences between faiths, while celebrating
the understanding we share.
This year I was asked to say a few words about the state of the
world at the start of that service. In some ways I am the least
qualified to do so, surrounded by people who have studied
international relations, diplomacy and peace studies. Yet on the
other hand a priest may be an appropriate person to call upon in a
time of great change. International relationships are always in
flux, and the Bible bears witness to the rise and fall of many
great empires. Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians,
Romans - all these came and went while the people of Israel
struggled to find their way with God. In our day the alliances and
powers are shifting too, and may change again dramatically in
our lifetime. What we as Christians bring to the table, along with
those who worship God in other traditions, languages and words,
is a sense of the eternal changelessness of God. Belief in God as
the origin and source of life, and the source of all goodness and
justice, can reset our vision of the world, and recall us to the
ancient wisdom which teaches that we should love God with all
our being, and our neighbours as ourselves. With this intention
and practice, we may find peace to accept the things we cannot
change, while working with all our might to change for good the
things which we can.
I wish you all a very peaceful summer.
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readings for august
& september
Sunday, 5 August:
10th Sunday after Trinity
Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15
Ephesians 4: 1-16
John 6: 24-35

Sunday, 2 September:
14th Sunday after Trinity
Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-9
James 1: 17-27
Mark 7: 1-8, 14,15, 21-23

Sunday, 12 August:
11th Sunday after Trinity
1 Kings 19: 4-8
Ephesians 4: 25 -5:2
John 6: 35, 41-51

Sunday, 9 September:
15th Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 35: 4-7a
James 2: 1-10, 14-17
Mark 7: 24-28

Sunday, 19 August:
12th Sunday after Trinity
Proverbs 9: 1-6
Ephesians 5: 15-20
John 6: 51-58

Sunday, 16 September:
16th Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
James 3: 1-12
Mark 8: 27-38

Sunday, 26 August:
13th Sunday after Trinity
Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18
Ephesians 6: 10-20
John 6: 56-69

Sunday, 23 September:
17th Sunday after Trinity
Wisdom 1: 16-2:1, 12-22
James 3: 13-4:4, 7-8a
Mark 9: 30-37
Sunday, 30 September:
Michael and All Angles
Genesis 28: 10-17
Revelation 12: 7-12
John 1: 47-51
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from julie
I write this as I am preparing
to travel to Ireland for a family
wedding and looking forward
to the first of our family visits
ahead. Today year 6 will have
the first of their school
performances as they prepare
to say good-bye to St Peter’s
school. I have enjoyed getting
to know them and seeing them
grow in their faith over these
past few years. We do hope that many will join St Peter’s youth
group in the autumn so they can keep up with their friends and
stay connected with our church community.
One of the highlights from this month was our Patronal Festival
where we gathered together to give thanks for our church, to
remember the life of St Peter and to share a wonderful lunch
together on the portico.
I have been asked to share the sermon from Patronal Sunday to
help us reflect about St Peter and about our life together as St
Peter’s, Eaton Square. I hope you enjoy it.
This morning we celebrate the life of St Peter and think about
what his life and witness mean for us today. I don’t normally do
this but I have given today’s sermon a title. St Peter: Fisherman
to the rock, a man of contrasts. We first meet Peter in the
Gospels as Simon the fisherman and today we encounter him as
the rock, the holder of the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Peter
is a man of contrasts, a person of both great faith and transparent
weakness. And this is why we like him.
There is story after story of Peter’s leaps and dips of faith. He
makes great mistakes yet he wants more than anything to get it
right, to understand the one he is following. And Peter’s entire
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journey is important. For I doubt he would have become the
great leader he was if he had not first faced his own need of
God’s forgiveness.
Peter’s journey takes a turn when Jesus asks the question that has
become central to the Christian faith. ‘Who do you say that I
am?’ And the way Peter answers this question will dictate the
rest of his life. His revelation of Jesus as the Son of the living
God permeates his calling as a disciple and his vocation as leader
of the early church. The key to knowing Peter is to understand
that he saw his life as an outworking of the grace of God. His
weakness, even his denial, did not stop God from calling him.
Who do you say that I am? The children from St Peter’s school
thought about this question during Friday’s school Patronal
service. To help them explore the question, I asked the children,
‘who do you say that I am?’ A few said Revd Julie, a woman –
a vicar… One young girl said, ‘you are the person sent to teach
us about the identity of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.’ I
felt a little bit of the weight of my calling with that response. I
then asked the children to look to the person next to them and
ask – who do you say that I am? You might like to do this now.
Look to the person sitting next to you and imagine what they
might say when asked, ‘who do you say that I am?’
What did Jesus mean? Was he referring to his identity as a 1st
century Jewish man, a carpenter, a teacher, a healer? Yes but
Jesus was also speaking of something beyond these mere
descriptions. And Peter’s answer sets us in the right direction
towards an understanding.
Refer for a moment to our reading from the Acts of the Apostles
(Acts 12 v 1-11) where Peter has been captured and imprisoned
for proclaiming the new Christian faith. And he has what seems
like a dream or a vision involving an angelic figure. This
mysterious angel frees him from his chains and releases the gates
of his prison. And suddenly Peter finds himself awake outside
the gate. He realizes he has not been dreaming. God has set him
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free. And God has done this for a very particular purpose.
I wonder what it was like for Peter in those early years leading
the fledgling church. They were a mixed bunch of people, some
Jewish, some Gentile – some wealthy and powerful – most poor
and slaves….
It couldn’t have been easy. And we might
imagine that during his years of ministry Peter looked back to
this event. For God was with him in an extraordinary way that
day, and he continued to be with him throughout his life… And
the same is true for us. We may not need release from prison.
We may not be leaders of a new movement. But God walks with
each of us through the particular journey of our lives.
Life with God, however, is not always easy. For, like Peter, we
are people of contrasts. Sometimes we feel like walking on the
water with Jesus. Other times we would rather run away in fear.
I think we would all agree that we are living in difficult and
divisive times. And yet, as Christians we believe God is present
in the midst of it.
The other day during our outreach group meeting we discussed
the possibility of holding a welcome party for refugees on the
day of Donald Trump’s visit to London. The idea is to do this
quite intentionally as a sign of our belief that all people are
welcomed and loved by God… As we made plans, Matthew
asked, ‘Is it okay for the church to be political?” This is a good
question. For the church is not a political organization. We of
course welcome people of every political persuasion. At the
same time, as representatives of Christ in our world, we have a
calling, a responsibility to be a prophetic sign of God’s love for
all people….
And we do this in many ways: through our relationships, in our
work life through our engagement with the community.
As Peter did in his day, it is important for us to think clearly
about how we might speak into the public arena… to speak
peace into a world sorely in need of peace…. So what might this
look like? It will entail looking to the needs of the vulnerable,
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to those who suffer most from political and economic instability.
It will involve caring for those who are ill, those in need of a
friend. It will mean valuing and listening to people on the edges
of our community, to those who may not always have a voice.
For when we do this we are drawn into the heart of our faith.
When Peter proclaims Jesus as the Messiah, the son of the living
God Jesus responds by giving him the keys to the kingdom of
heaven. Theological traditions differ on what this means and
you will be happy to know I will not attempt a detailed
explanation this morning. I would like us, however, to think a
bit about what Jesus means by the kingdom of heaven. What and
where is this kingdom? Does it really exist?
If so, how might we know when we find it?
The simple answer is this: I believe we see and experience the
kingdom of heaven when we give and receive the love of God.
The kingdom of heaven is a place where the peace and mercy of
God is realised. It is a place of true freedom. For that is where
the prophets were pointing: freedom to believe, freedom to hope
and freedom to love.
When Jesus asked the disciples ‘who do you say that I am?’ I
don’t think he was too concerned about hearing the correct
answer. I think Jesus was looking beyond his question and into
the hearts of those listening.
And Jesus is doing the same with each of us. If we, like Peter,
meet the Son of the living God, this changes the way we see the
world. Saying yes to Jesus means saying yes to freedom. It
means saying yes to hope. And it means saying yes to a new
way of life.
I wish you all a joyful and safe summer holiday.
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from mattheW

Please note this article discusses Lincoln in the Bardo by George
Sanders, and you may prefer to read the book first.
Psalm 42
As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and behold the face of God?
My tears have been my food, day and night,
While people say to me continually,
‘Where is your God?’
These things I remember,
as I pour out my soul:
How I went with the throng,
And led them in procession to the house of God,
With glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,
A multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
And why are you so disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him
My help and my God.
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King David, the second King of Israel and probably the most
well known to us, is believed to have composed this psalm. It
may have been written in reaction to a story where things were
going quite badly for the king in the Second Book of Samuel (2
Samuel, 12:13-23). David’s son Absalom rebels against him and
then dies, leaving David heart-broken and grief-stricken (2
Samuel, 15: 1-18, 18:33). David loses three sons (an un-named
son, Amnon his firstborn and then Absalom) over a series of
terrible events. This psalm is the cry of someone who loves God
but cannot make sense of such tragic experiences. C.S. Lewis
sums up the whole psalm for us in a single sentence: “the soul
that has once been waked, or strung, or uplifted by the desire of
God, will inevitably (I think) awake to the fear of losing him”.
King David’s loss of his sons perhaps points to fearing the
biggest loss of all: the God that offered him love, guidance and
protection.
I have just finished reading the Man Booker Prize winner
Lincoln in the Bardo by George
Saunders. Deliberately a little weird, the
story is told through the accounts of
several ghosts who have “lingered on”,
as well as through newspaper extracts
and other texts, woven together into a
tapestry. This tapestry is about Abraham
Lincoln and the loss of his son, Willie.
Beginning at a party being hosted at the
White House, Willie is left terminally ill
upstairs. A celebration of life is taking
place, with the threat of a young death
overshadowing the revelry. When their
son does die soon after the party,
President Lincoln and the first lady are of course inconsolable.
Willie, in the meantime, does not know what is going on. He
cannot understand why his father can no longer see him, and
why he is suddenly living in another “white stone home”; not the
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White House, but a family vault in Oak Ridge Cemetery. Willie
and Lincoln, we are told, had a strong relationship, and when he
passes away the president is incapable of letting his little boy go.
Leader of the United States by day, by night and into the early
morning he visits the vault at Oak Ridge where his son has been
laid to rest. Part of him senses his son’s presence still, and each
night he is pulled back to the cemetery. As C.S. Lewis says in A
Grief Observed, concerning the death of his wife: “You can’t see
anything properly while your eyes are blurred with tears”. This
book is all about what the characters refuse and fail to see. Like
King David, they ask, “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and
why are you so disquieted within me?”
The stories that unfold are waiting for God to give them peace,
while the characters struggle against their stories in some way. I
like to think that in our grief, God is looking to give us rest and
guide our stories. The pursuit of that rest offered by God is the
over-arching message of Psalm 42: “As a deer longs for flowing
streams, so my soul longs for you, O God”.
Lincoln in the Bardo is a sorrowful tale told humorously through
the narrations of its deceased characters, who care deeply for the
spirit of the young boy in their midst. Left unspoken in Psalm 42
are the deaths of David’s sons; instead, we see the wounds they
have inflicted on the king laid bare. The last line, however, is one
of hope: “Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and
my God”. A command told to his soul, it is not yet believed.
President Abraham Lincoln also has to pick himself up. These
are both kingly figures, with the hopes of their nations on their
shoulders. David has to hope in God because many depend upon
him, and Lincoln cannot wallow in grief either during a
tumultuous civil war period. Lincoln concludes his mourning
much like David does, and brings out of his sorrow a universal
message:
“His current state of sorrow was not uniquely his, not at all, but,
rather its like had been felt, would yet be felt, by scores of
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others, in all times, in every time, and must not be prolonged or
exaggerated, because, in this state, he could be of no help to
anyone and, given that his position in the world situated him to
be either of great help or great harm, it would not do to stay low,
if he could help it.” Lincoln in the Bardo, George Sanders.
I have not experienced grief anywhere near that of these two
men. But the universal sorrow they put forward and deal with is
something we have all experienced. Those attending Morning
Prayer at St. Peter’s often say the words of Psalm 42, and I enjoy
these opportunities to say it out loud, especially: “Why are you
cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?”
The question is not addressed to God (“where are you, God?”)
but rather towards myself: “why are you so worried?” The idea
of a day ahead, filled with things to do, can be daunting for all of
us. The verse is followed with encouragement, a reminder that
God is with us despite what others say and what we say to
ourselves. It is a song that speaks through any absence, or loss,
we might have experienced: “Hope in God; for I shall again
praise him, my help and my God”.
Amen.

HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT THE MAGAZINE

We have produced a short questionnaire
to find out what people like and dislike
about the magazine.
See the online Parish News for your
link to the survey.
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The Bible
...beyond the basics
(a pilot course)
From Creation to Christ: the Bible as salvation
history. How does God interact with humanity?
Come and read the whole story in four sessions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Bible – an overview
The Bible – writing and redaction
Covenants conditional and unconditional
Christ: paradigms and themes from the
Hebrew Scriptures.
Thursdays in August (2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd)
at 6.00 pm in the Vicar's Study.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need more volunteers to lead the
Intercession at the Sung Eucharist.
If you are interested please
contact Judith Richardson or one of the clergy.
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Faith Discussion Group - Dates for 2018
The Faith Discussion Group is a relaxed opportunity to
read the Bible together and discuss what it might mean
to us and for our lives. The meetings are all at 7.30pm
at the Vicarage and are open to everyone.
Dates for the year are:
August - no meeting
September 17th - Bread - John Chapter 6
October 15th - John Chapters 14 and 15
November 19th - Matthew Chapter 24
December - no meeting.

Learning about Christian Faith
In the autumn we hope to trial an online series of
reflections based on the Sunday readings. It will
feature the Old Testament reading, Epistle and the
Gospel, with some background and prayers, so would
be of especial interest to the Family Eucharist
congregation.
Please contact Judith Richardson
richardson_judith@hotmail.com
15

from the magazine august &
september 1918
st john the evangelist

Letter from the Priest-in-Charge - August
My Dear Friends
Our list of Services is now perforce so brief and simple that the
usual calendar on the first page of the Magazine is no longer
needed. I am very sorry to see it disappear, but I do not think
any of you would dispute the wisdom of the Bishop’s ruling,
which necessitates the temporary suspension of many privileges
enjoyed in the past by Church people all over London. We must
regard it as a small part of the sacrifice we owe at a time like
this, and as such accept it willingly.
The fact that only three priests remain, including the Vicar, to
serve the three Churches in the parish, explains the reduction of
the services. After the first Sunday in August, the Vicar wishes
that the usual 10.30 Matins shall no longer be said, and for the
16

present, week-day Evensong will only be said at the Parish
Church at 5.30, with the exception of Saturdays, when Evensong
will continue at St John’s at 8 o’clock, followed by a short
preparation of Holy Communion. This will not be possible when
I am away, i.e., for the last two Saturdays in August, and first
two in September.
After the Choir holiday, we shall hope to resume Festal
Evensongs on the Eves of Holy Days.
The 6.30 Eucharist on the last Sunday in the month has
necessarily been abandoned. I can only hope that for the
present you will see that as far as possible nothing shall prevent
yourself, or others dependent upon you, from coming to St
John’s at 8 o’clock.
Make the best use you can of the services we have found it
possible to continue; and be thankful that we can still meet on
Sundays for our central act of worship at the 11 o’clock Sung
Eucharist, and for Evensong at 7.
Notes - September
For the present, it is only possible to keep St John’s Church open
from 7 a.m. till 7 p.m., but during those hours it should be of
great use to many who are passing through the neighbourhood
of Victoria Station. The South Eastern Railway authorities have
very kindly presented us with two large advertisement spaces on
the station premises, and it is largely with the intention of
offering a welcome to men of H.M. Forces and their friends, who
may wish for a few minutes of peace and quiet, that our bill has
been posted.
This means that another urgent appeal must be made for Church
Watchers. Please realise the importance of this need, and if you
have an hour per week to spare, send your name to the Hon.
Sec., Miss L Stopford, 19 Belgrave Road, S.W. 1
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It may be a long time before we can relight our sanctuary
lamps, owing to the shortage of oil. A member of the
congregation has made it possible to keep the lamp burning over
the War Shrine, for which we are grateful.

Comment:
August
In August 1918 the offensive that would end the First World War
had already started, but conditions at home were still getting
worse. There was a shortage of clergy and St John’s had been
particularly affected by the return to Oxford of the priest-in-charge
A.E. J. Rawlinson at Easter. Although a former curate, Eric
Hamiliton, returned to be Priest-in-Charge of St John’s the parish
of St Peter’s as whole was under-resourced compared with the pre
-war period so, as the first extract indicates, the number and range
of services at St John’s had to be reduced. The need for the
serving clergy to take some holidays further increased the
pressure. They did however manage to retain a daily Eucharist
and two celebrations on Sunday, plus Evensong.
September
As the second extract shows, they were still intent on keeping the
church open every day so that those who were passing through the
area, particularly servicemen, would have a place where they
could rest and pray. Without any caretaker or Verger they relied
on volunteers to keep an eye on the church. The concern for the
welfare of servicemen was part of a general initiative by St Peter’s
to assist soldiers and sailors in transit through London who would
otherwise have been on the streets. For all the parish difficulties
the church did not become purely inward-looking.

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
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picture for august

Florence Nightingale
1820-1910

She is famous for her nursing work during the
Crimean War (1854-56). She changed the face
of nursing from a mostly untrained profession
to a highly skilled and well-respected medical
profession with very important responsibilities.
19

BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the
Book Club is on 22 August
at 7.00pm at
25 Hugh Street
The book we will be reading is
‘King Solomon’s ring’
by Konrad Lorenz
All are welcome.

from the registers
MARRIAGE
30 June

-

Edward Bromet
& Eloise Corbett
BAPTISM

10 June

-

Jenson Joseph Beautyman`

8 July

-

Lucille Rosie Williams
Paolo Cali Gravier

22 July

-

Leila Jane Nazil
20
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august calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
W

1

For all refugees. For tourists
who visit the parish

Th

2

For St Peter’s staff

F

3

For our Prayer Board requests

Sa

4

Jean-Baptiste Vianney. Curé
d’ Ars, Spiritual Guide, 1859

For spiritual directors and
guides

Su

5

The Tenth Sunday after
Trinity

For the Parish

M

6

The Transfiguration of
Our Lord

Tu

7

For our discernment of
God’s glory in our midst
For all who experience
depression

W

8

Dominic, Priest, Founder of
the Order of Preachers, 1221
Mary Sumner, Founder of
the Mothers’ Union, 1921

For the ministry of preachers

Laurence, Deacon, Martyr at
Rome, 258
Clare of Assisi, Founder of
the Minoresses (Poor
Clares), 1253
The Eleventh Sunday after
Trinity
Octavia Hill, Social
Reformer, 1912
Maximilian Kolbe, Friar,
Martyr, 1941

For our Prayer Board requests

Th
F

9
10

Sa 11
Su 12
M 13
Tu 14
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For the MU worldwide

For simplicity of life
For the Parish
For social justice
For our pursuit of truth

calendar contd
W 15

The Blessed Virgin Mary

Th 16
F

17

Sa 18
Su 19
M 20

The Twelfth Sunday after
Trinity
Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux,
Teacher of the Faith, 1153

Tu 21

In thanksgiving for Mary
the God-bearer
For the businesses of the
parish
For our Prayer Board requests
For those who hire our parish
halls
For the Parish
For Cistercian communitities

W 22

For our armed forces serving
overseas
For good inter-faith relations

Th 23

For Z2K

F 24

Bartholomew the Apostle

For our Prayer Board
requests
For our discipleship

The Thirteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Monica, mother of Augustine of
Hippo, 387
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo,
Teacher of the Faith, 430
The Beheading of John the
Baptist
John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer,
1688
Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne,
Missionary, 651

For the Parish

Sa 25
Su 26
M

27

Tu 28
W 29
Th 30
F

31

For those on pilgrimage
For a deeper knowledge of
God
For prisoners of conscience
For writers
For our Prayer Board requests

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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parish neWs
The month of June began as storms
and heavy rain subsided across Britain
and Europe. The PCC met on June the
4th, and the same week the year 6
children from St Peter’s School began
rehearsals for their end of year play.
On the 5th Revd Julie hosted a
welcome party for refugees and our
Welcome
Box
volunteers.
On
Thursday the 7th and then Monday the
11th there were training evenings for
our Sidesmen and welcomers,
covering the new security arrangements and support and
guidance for children and families too. Following this, there was
a full fire and emergency practice during the 9.45am Family
Eucharist with the church being evacuated smoothly and quickly.
On Saturday the 9th we enjoyed a lovely Barn Dance and Parish
Supper in the Parish Hall, raising funds for Westminster
Befriend a Family. On Sunday the 10th little Jensen Beautyman
was baptised at the family Eucharist and Italian monk and Abbot
Fr Luigi Gioia was our guest preacher at the Sung Eucharist.
The Licensing of Judith Richardson as a Licensed Lay Minister,
along with five others from the Diocese, took place at St Peter’s
on Wednesday June the 13th. The service of Choral Evensong
was led by the Bishop of London, Bishop Sarah Mullally, who
spoke movingly of the work of Lay Ministers, and also of her joy
at returning to St Peter’s, as her children had attended St Peter’s
Primary School. Our choir sang beautiful early English music,
and our catering team provided delicious food and drink for the
hundreds who attended. The service was a joyful milestone for
our church, but above all, we congratulate Judith on her licensing
and on the official validation of her ministry among us.
24

The Resources Committee met on Thursday the 14th, the Faith
Discussion Group met on Monday the 18th, and representatives
of the Parish attended the Deanery Garden Party at The Temple
Church on Wednesday the 20th. The classical guitarist Kazu
Suwa played at a concert on Thursday the 21st and on Saturday
the 21st the PCC held its annual Away Day, this year at the
WCC offices on the Strand, which Westminster Council very
kindly allowed us to use, without charge.
The youngest children at our school (EYFS) led a school
assembly in the church on the 27th, delighting their parents and
showcasing all they have been learning, and on Thursday the
28th our year 6 children along with the clergy and parents went
to St Margaret’s Church at Westminster for the annual Deanery
Year 6 Leavers’ Service. On Friday the 29th the whole school
came to church for a Petertide Eucharist led by Revd Julie.
St Peter’s was decked in beautiful flowers on Saturday the 30th
for the wedding of Edward Bromet and parishioner Eloise
Corbett - the joyful and beautiful celebration was followed by a
reception at the Caledonian Club.
25

On Sunday the 1st of July the parish came together at a Parish
Eucharist to celebrate the feast of St Peter, enjoying a delicious
bring and share lunch on the Portico too. Thank you to all who
took part and helped with serving food.
The Elysian Singers held a concert in the Church on Wednesday
the 4th of July, and the Ionian Singers did the same on Saturday
the 7th. On Sunday 8th we celebrated the baptism of Lucille
Williams and Paolo Cali Gravier at the Family Eucharist, and
then the Youth Group enjoyed an end of year barbecue on the
Portico that evening. The Worship and Formation committees
both met on Thursday the 12th, and on Friday the 13th Revd
Julie hosted a Welcome Party for refugees and those who
support them. The Faith Discussion Group met again on Monday
the 16th of July, discussing the parables of Jesus in Luke Chapter
13.
The Year 6 end of year production (a comic variation on the
theme of Robin Hood) was performed in church for the whole
school on Monday the 16th, and for parents on Tuesday the 17th.
The Royal College of Defence Studies Multi-faith Service took
place on Tuesday 17th too. On Thursday the 19th, the Leavers’
Presentation event took place, celebrating the time each child
spent in the school, and the final school service for the year was
held at St Peter’s on Friday the 20th, led by the Vicar. On
Sunday the 22nd of July, baby Leila Wildash was baptised at the
Sung Eucharist on the feast of Mary Magdalene.
August promises to be a quiet month at St Peter’s, although our
Poppets groups will continue to meet on Mondays and Fridays.
In September the schools will resume and on Sunday the 9th
some of us will go to Salisbury Cathedral in the afternoon to
celebrate with Fr Nick Papadopoulos as he is installed as Dean of
Salisbury. We look forward to the wedding of Sean Hartley and
Luisa Liebenberg on September the 22nd, and on Thursday the
27th the Eaton Square Concerts will begin their autumn season.
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The following day some members of the parish will go to visit
Phil and Ever on retreat in Switzerland.

Some of the flowers
from the wedding on
30th June.
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september calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Sa

1

Giles of Provence, Hermit, c.710

For life of prayer

Su

2

For the Parish

M

3

Tu

4

The Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Gregory the Great, Bishop of
Rome, Teacher of the Faith, 604
Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester
(Oxon), Apostle of Wessex, 650

W
Th

5
6

F

7

Sa

8

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Su

9

The Fifteenth Sunday after
Trinity

M

10

For Europe
For rural chuches
For teachers
For children beginning
new school years
For our Prayer Board
requests
For those working with
children
For the Parish
For all our volunteers

Tu 11

For our environment

W 12

For young people leaving
home
For the Ecumenical
Patriarch and the
Churches in communion
with him
For our Prayer Board
requests
For all who are
persecuted
For the Parish

Th 13

John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople, Teacher, 407

F

Holy Cross Day

14

Sa 15
Su 16

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage,
Martyr, 258
The Sixteenth Sunday after
Trinity
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calendar contd
M 17

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen,
Visionary, 1179

Tu 18

For song-writers and
musicians
For the Governors of St Peter’s
CR Primary School

W 19

Theodore of Tarsus,
Archbishop of Canterbury, 690

For the Archbishop of
Canterbury

Th 20

John Coleridge Patterson, first
Bishop of Melanesia, and his
companions, Martyrs, 1871
Matthew, Apostle and
Evangelist

For the Melanesian
Brotherhood

F

21

Sa 22
Su 23

The Seventeenth Sunday after
Trinity

M 24
Tu 25
W 26
Th 27

For our Prayer Board
requests
For marriage
For the Parish
For Westminster Street Pastors

Lancelot Andrews, Bishop of
Winchester, Spiritual Writer,
1626
Ember Day

For our growth in faith
For the Archbishop &
Province of York
For all who work with the poor

F 28

Vincent de Paul, Founder of the
Congregation of the Mission
(Lazarists), 1660
Ember Day

Sa 29

Ember Day

Su 30

St Michael and All Angels

For our MP and Westminster
City Councillors
For the Parish

For our Prayer Board requests

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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picture for september
St Michael destroying the fallen angels by
Luca Giordano - 1660
Feast day September 29
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HARVEST
THANKSGIVING
SUNDAY 7- OCTOBER
Parish Eucharist 10.30am
Please bring harvest
offerings of
non-perishable foodstuffs and toiletries
etc., which will be
donated to

The Passage
a homelessness charity
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outreach and charity update
Welcome Boxes, St Peter’s befriending ministry with Asylum
seekers and refugees, has been going now for over two years. It
has been a joy meeting people from around the world and
helping them to feel welcome in their new home, offer friendship
and help people connect with local services and activities.
For those who are unsure of what we do, the way it works is
simple. After securing referrals with Asylum Seekers through
the local housing association, trained volunteers make contact by
phone with an individual or family to arrange a visit.
On the initial visit two volunteers deliver a welcome box filled
with small gifts and practical information. The goal is to
welcome, offer friendship and help people connect with local
services and activities. Visitors are offered training on topics
such as building a welcoming community, working crossculturally, safeguarding as well as how to develop the
partnerships needed to access referrals. When possible we assist
people with the cost of transport and courses to help with issues
of isolation and socialisation.
The majority of people we visit are hosted through Housing
Justice, a wonderful organisation which finds families to host
people seeking asylum as their cases are processed. Many of
the people we have visited have waited years for a decision often
undergoing 2 or 3 appeals. This is a very difficult and lonely
time.
We have 13 visitors from St Peter’s and have visited over 25
people from a multitude of countries. We have hosted numerous
welcome teas and plan to do a variety of outings in the future.
The greatest aspect of Welcome Boxes, in my opinion, is our
focus on building friendships.
We’ve formed ongoing
friendships with a number of people which has been a privilege
for all of us. It is our hope that Welcome Boxes will continue to
grow as it seeks to respond to the ever-increasing need to
welcome refugees as Christ has welcomed us.
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Please see below photos Ralph took of 3 of the people we
regularly visit and support.
Jonathan, a young man
from The Congo, has
become a regular part
of our community.
Jonathan is full of life,
fun and is a very gifted
artist. We are looking
forward
to
an
exhibition at St Peter’s
this Autumn to show
his and other’s work.
Sylvia is a joy to know. She is
a caring person with a deep
faith in God. She is generous
with her time and has shared
lovely food from her home
country of Kenya on several
occasions. Sylvia has joined
us for two of St Peter’s
retreats and she is a wonderful
part of our community.
Angel, a young Congolese woman, is a person of whom I have
great personal respect. She
has
undergone
great
difficulties in life and faces
them
with
both
determination and the joy of
faith. Angel is a gifted artist
with a beautiful voice. Her
presence always adds grace
and
beauty
to
our
gatherings.
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As I mentioned, we have many dedicated volunteers and Richard
Carter has been integral to the vision and implementation of
Welcome boxes. Please see what he has to say about what
‘Welcome Boxes’ has meant to him.
‘Our lives here in London are fairly sheltered and comfortable,
for the most part, and it can be difficult to gain a sense of the
conditions that prevail in less stable and prosperous parts of the
world. Meeting some of the people we have helped through the
Welcome Box programme has brought home to me how big a
gap that is. It has also confronted me with some of the wrongs
that are being done within our own country by our own system
of immigration administration. These are both important learning
points in themselves, but most of all what I have gained from
meeting our Welcome Box people has been the sense of God’s
faithfulness, his presence to those in need, and a clearer
understanding of the part we can play as his instruments,
however insignificant, in this world.’ Richard Carter
Matthew also encloses some words from his experience of
‘Welcome Boxes’:
‘The Welcome Boxes outreach ministry at St. Peter’s assists
asylum seekers and refugees by offering a listening ear, a
friendly face and through the heartfelt giving of a few practical
gifts. It has been a privilege to get to know those I have met
through this outreach ministry, to hear their stories and view
some of their artwork, which as Julie mentions we hope to
display in an exhibition at St. Peter’s soon. I have sought to
become better acquainted with those whom “Welcome Boxes”
seeks to help, to better understand their needs and to tailor our
outreach to them. This is why I have enjoyed the befriending
parties Reverend Julie has hosted at the church. These continue
to be occasions where our guests can share experiences with one
another, which have even resulted in singing and music. I look
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forward to meeting more people through the Welcome Boxes
outreach, and seeing how else we can get to know and help those
we meet.’

Pastoral Assistant.

Support an Asylum Seeker
As part of our befriending ministry with refugees and
asylum seekers we offer support by helping people
assimilate into life in London through encouraging
participation in various courses, exercise and social
activity. We also help to assist with transport cost when
possible. People seeking Asylum are given very little
funding and no assistance with transport cost. Having
the freedom to travel helps overcome isolation and
depression and adds to one's overall wellbeing.
We are asking for 3 or 4 people to offer financial
support for our work with refugees through 'sponsoring'
an asylum seeker by supplementing the cost of
transport and/or social activities such as gym
membership, educational opportunities, swimming
etc...). This can be done by giving a small monthly
donation or one time gift. Even the smallest donation
can go a long way. Please contact Revd Julie if you are
interested:
juliekhovacs@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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bible quiz
1.

What is the first book in the bible?

2.

What is the longest book in the Bible?

3.

How many tribes did ancient Israel have?

4.

Which New Testament book has Jesus’ Sermon
on the Mount?

5.

How many disciples did Jesus choose?

6.

Who was Jesus’ most famous cousin?

7.

What was another name for the Apostle Paul?

Answers; 1.Genesis 2. Psalms 3. 12 4. Matthew 5. 12 6. John the Baptist
7. Saul of Tarsus
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recipes for summer
Pineapple & Pork Skewers
Ingredients
400g pork fillet
4 tbsp light muscovado sugar
60 ml cider vinegar
1 tsp fish sauce
½ small pineapple, peeled, cored and cut into chunks
(or use ready prepared fresh pineapple, drained well)
1 green pepper, deseeded and cut into squares (optional)
4 spring onions, trimmed and cut into 4 equal lengths
Small bunch coriander, chopped (optional)
Cooked rice or pitta, to serve
Method
1. Cut the pork into cubes. Heat the sugar and vinegar in a pan
over a low heat until the sugar melts. Add the fish sauce and
cool. Tip in the pork and mix well so that all the cubes are
covered in sauce.
2. Heat the barbeque. If you are using coals, wait until they
turn white. If you are indoors, heat a griddle pan. Thread the
pork and pineabble onto skewers, alternating pieces with the
pepper and spring onion.
3. Barbeque or griddle the skewers for 3-4 minutes each side
(you may need to cook them for longer if griddling).
Sprinkle with coriander, if you like, then serve with rice or
slide into pitta breads.
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Peach Melba Sundae
Ingredients
150 ml double cream
½ tsp vanilla extract
40g icing sugar
3 scoops vanilla ice cream (the best quality you can afford)
2 peaches, cut into wedges
75g raspberries
1 tbsp almond flakes, toasted, to serve
For the sauce
75g raspberries
1 tbsp caster sugar
1 lime, juiced
Method
1. Put a sundae glass or bowl in the freezer to chill. To make
the sauce, put the raspberries, sugar and lime juice in a
blender, and blitz to a purée, loosening with a splash of water
if necessary. Set aside. Meanwhile, whip the cream with the
vanilla and icing sugar until it holds its shape, then transfer to
a piping bag fitted with a star-shaped nozzle, if you like.
2. Neatly layer balls of ice cream, peach wedges, raspberries,
raspberry sauce and cream, finishing with a big swirl of
cream on the top. Scatter with the toasted almonds and serve
straight away.
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com

Assistant Priest
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Pastoral Assistant
Matthew Butler
matthew@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge

Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb.Ron Swan
The Revd Preb. Tony Kyriakides
The Revd Simon Walsh

P.C.C. Members
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Mary Drummond
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Claire Glen
Jim Glen
Jake Goedhuis
James Gourlay
John Hilary
Raana Khatabakhsh
Jacqueline Ladds
Christopher Maguire
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson

Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob@yahoo.co.uk
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
George Middleton
07949 678570
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Nickie Aiken
020 7834 2893
Sarah Byford
077738 282453
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Leslie Howard
020 8764 8364
Ted Jones
020 7834 7692
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650

Lydia Marshall Bain
020 7582 0922
George Middleton
07949 678 570
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe
020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Andrew Scofield
07801 730 087
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877
School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson
Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764

Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod

Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist Servers
Laura Cook
07775 331 456

Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Family Eucharist Welcomers,
Readers and Intercessors
Laura Propert
07831 434 680

Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Family Eucharist Refreshments
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650

Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen
Communications & Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis
Young Formation Group
Convenor: the Assistant Priest

Sung Eucharist Welcomers
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Sung Eucharist Servers and
Intercessors
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055

Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook
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Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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