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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr
Just Rewards
Matthew 20:1-16 New
Revised Standard Version
The Labourers
Vineyard

in

the

For the kingdom of heaven is
like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to
hire labourers for his
vineyard. After agreeing with
the labourers for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into
his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
“Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him,
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go
into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.”
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one
of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are
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you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first,
and the first will be last.
One of the most provocative and thought provoking passages in
the gospels is the parable told by Jesus in Matthew Chapter 20,
about the workers in the vineyard. All of us are aware of the
importance of justice in the world of work. We read news
articles about underpaid workers in far-eastern clothing factories
and in online retail warehouses here. Living in the middle of a
capital city we are very conscious of the difference between the
lives of the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’. We realise that the hard
work of those who have made a lot of money is not deserving of
more reward than the hard work of others. And what of those
who would have worked if there had been work, or would have
studied if they had been enabled to do so, or those who could
have been great entrepreneurs or leaders in business, but chose to
work in an altogether more altruistic field? The rewards for
‘work’ in our society are quite out of order, and the differential
between those who earn most and least is widening. Over the last
30 years the top 1% of earners in the USA went from receiving
10% of the earning cake, to 20%. Similar patterns apply in the
UK - the top 1% of earners increased their share of the cake from
10% to 15% between 1980 and 2009.[1] It’s not fair. But is this
what the parable is about?
Whenever I read this parable, two scenes come to mind from my
own experience. The first is of a sun drenched vineyard in the
South of France, at St Honorat, the monastery where I go on
retreat each year. There, the smell of pine and lavender adds to
the idyllic picture of monks in blue overalls lifting baskets of
sticky grapes onto the
back of a tractor trailer, in
a scene which could have
been filmed in the 1920’s
as easily as today. My
second image is rather
different - my experience
of men from the Nasirpur
slum where Saakshar
works in Delhi, who go
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out to the street corner early every morning and wait for
someone to hire them, to work in construction as day labourers.
Most are still standing there later in the morning, before
eventually giving up hope of work that day, and returning home
to play cards, and often to drink, back in the slum. They may get
a couple of days work a week, paid at around £2 a day. What is
worse, is that if they are taken on, and climb up onto the back of
a truck for the drive
to the construction
site they are to work
on, they will be at a
high risk of accident
or even of death,
and there is no
insurance and no
help for those who
lose fingers, hands
or eyes, or their life,
while working on
dangerous
sites
without proper equipment, any protective clothing or training.
There are children in our slum who have lost fathers, or whose
fathers can no longer work because of accidents at work - work
which is dangerous and underpaid. The reality of day labouring
now, as in the time of Jesus, is that life is precarious and fragile
for the poor, who can only live one day at a time. So the parable
may be reminding us that everyone needs the equivalent of a
daily wage to survive, and even if someone came late, or is too
weak to work, they need to be supported too, not with a half
wage, or a loan, but with the same amount as any worker needs.
This is how we would like to be treated if it were us who needed
to feed our families, or pay the rent, and this is the moral and
spiritual thinking behind our concepts of welfare and social
justice, which grew out of the writing of people like John Ruskin
and F.D. Maurice over a century ago.
For the writer, the meaning of the parable might have been
different still. The early church was engaged in a conflict with
Judaism over its claim that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah. It
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was also fighting an internal battle over whether the good news
of the Kingdom could be shared with non-Jews, and whether
Gentile converts might also have a place in among God’s chosen
people. We know from the Acts of the Apostles and the writings
of St Paul that this was a topic of profound importance for the
first Christians, and that it was difficult for many Jewish
followers of Jesus to accept that the newcomers might also be
able to receive the full blessing of God - an equal reward. The
agreement of the apostles in Jerusalem meant that the gospel was
then taken to the Gentiles, and to us, but it was a hard-won
victory. The gospels show evidence of this conflict, and like the
visit of the wise men - showing that the good news was not only
for Jews but for the world, this parable is Jesus’ (and the
writers’) way of saying that both Jewish and non-Jewish
Christians would inherit God’s blessing equally.
On a personal level, the parable challenges our conception of
fairness in the Kingdom of God. Have we ‘earned’ God’s favour
by our hard work, or our particular place in the church or
society? The gospel again and again sides with those who have
not earned God’s blessing - with the sinners and tax collectors,
the latecomers and the undeserving, the have-nots. God is able to
invite to his Kingdom anyone he likes - including us, and it is not
our hard work or faithfulness which wins us a place. So we see
the thief on the cross, who had no life of good works to show to
God, being waved through by Jesus who tells him, ‘today you
will be with me in paradise’. We must take care that our way of
judging ourselves and others is not contaminated by the worldly
idea of earning or deserving salvation. God wishes to bless all
people equally, and has made us all worthy in Christ, the
undeserving as well as the deserving, just as he invited the last
(the gentile converts, the latecomers at the marketplace) to be
first. God’s immense grace is for all who will come to the feast,
to the vineyard, and to the cross.
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Ref: [1] IZA DP No. 10829 - Top Earnings Inequality and the
Gender Pay Gap:
Canada, Sweden and the United Kingdom
Nicole M. Fortin Brian Bell Michael Böhm
June 2017

Faith Discussion Group - Dates for 2019
The Faith Discussion Group is a relaxed opportunity to read the
Bible readings together and discuss their meanings for us and
how they relate to our own experience. The meetings are all at
7.30pm at the Vicarage and are open to everyone.
Dates for the year are:
Monday 21 January
Monday 18 February
Monday 20 May
Monday 17 June
Monday 22 July
Monday 16 September
Monday 21 October
Monday 18 November
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from julie

As I said in a recent sermon, I think everyone has one or two
messages they would like to convey if given the opportunity.
And one nice thing about being a priest is that we regularly have
the opportunity so speak what is on our mind with people eager
and ready to listen.
In my case there two overarching themes in the majority of the
sermons I preach. And the first is simple. God often works in
surprising ways, at least surprising to us. For God seems to
choose the unexpected even the unimportant people to carry out
his purposes in the world.
Throughout the bible we see again and again examples of God
highlighting the lives of people overlooked by those in power.
God sees something in people viewed by others as unimportant
and insignificant, people of little use in a progressive society:
people with disabilities, the homeless, the elderly, refugees, the
sick, the many people trapped in the injustice of poverty and
oppression.
The point is that God not only surprises us by choosing the
unexpected people… He seems to enjoy it. But why are we
surprised? Maybe God sees something we don’t? I definitely
believe God sees much that we don’t, much that I don’t. For I
believe God is waiting to surprise us, to reveal his presence in
our lives. And I have certainly witnessed the surprising nature of
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God in my ministry here at St Peter’s.
Most recently I have seen this in the diversity of people that
make up our community, the children who have joined our new
children’s choir, the regulars who come each Sunday and the
many visitors who come into our church each day. I have also
been blessed by the people I minster and work with each day.
And I would like to especially highlight Callum with whom it
has been a pleasure to work these past two months. And in these
weeks of Epiphany as we approach Lent it is a good time to
reflect on God and his surprising revelation of light. Please do
consider coming to our Lent quiet day and/or joining a Lent
course this year. For participating can go a long way in helping
us grow and deepen in our faith, to recognise the ways that the
light of Christ is shining in the darkness.
If I were to choose one passage of Scripture in which to focus
my faith this would be it. The image of light shining in the midst
of the darkness points to our hope that when we see the light of
Christ our lives are changed. For even the smallest amount of
light will immediately brighten a dark room, dispelling the fear.
God is with us today not as a distant deity but as an intimate
friend. And because he is this changes how we see ourselves and
impacts the way we respond to the world around us.
Life with God is not a flight from suffering or pain but it is a call
into the very heart of it. In a world engulfed in darkness, the
God of light is showing us the way to live. And there are signs
of his light are all around us. At St Peter’s we have a ministry
where we visit and make friends with asylum seekers and
refugees. These people each have their story to tell. Many have
experienced great upheaval and trauma. They’ve all experienced
more than I, with my life of privilege and peace, can begin to
imagine.
Over the past few months we’ve been invited into the lives of
two young mothers and their newborn babies.
The church
community has gathered around these families in a lovely way,
donating new clothes, toys, prams, and anything else a new baby
might need.
A couple of weeks ago Amanda, one of our visitors, and I went
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to visit one of the new mothers and her baby whom we will call
Maryam and Isaac. They had just moved into a room in a small
block of flats. It was small but well maintained and adequate for
their needs. And we had a lovely visit. The baby was beautiful
and full of new life. Maryam was happy and clearly proud of her
son. And yet, even in the midst of the joy of newborn life, I was
struck by the very tangible feeling of fear and uncertainty in the
room.
Life for Maryam has been hard and the two of them will not have
an easy journey ahead. Maryam is grateful for the life she has
here in England but is frightened that her baby and everything
she knows might all be taken away at any moment.
As we spent time with Maryam that day in her little room I
couldn’t help but think about the life of Jesus who, like many
modern day refugees, was on the run from danger. The life of
Jesus embodies the hope of new life in the midst of the everpresent reality of darkness. For this is the heart of Incarnation:
that the God of mercy has come to dwell among us, in the
darkness. And so as we walk our way through winter looking
towards the hope of spring, let us remember the light of Christ is
always with us and sometimes he meets us in the most surprising
of ways.
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from mattheW

A Battle Between Good and Evil
For Christmas I received J.R.R.Tolkien’s The Fall of Gondolin,
edited by his son Christopher Tolkien. Usually people think of
The Lord of the Rings or The Hobbit when they think of this
author, who died in 1973 at the age of 81. This short work,
though published posthumously, helped in the crafting of his
elaborate fantasy world, and is set in the first age of Middle
Earth – a long time before the events of the two more famous
stories. To be reading a Tolkien novel at Christmas really
brought me back to my childhood, when I found it easier to sit
for long periods of time immersed in a world of dragons, evil
forces and the heroes that rise to meet them.
The Fall of Gondolin feels more like a fantasy tale for adults, one
that does not end with the forces of good triumphing but rather
with evil overwhelming a glorious city of the elves. Gondolin is
(or was) a city surrounded by mountains and hidden from the
Lucifer of Middle Earth, Melko, who was once one of the Valar,
the gods that created the world. The city, we are told, is protected
by spells and beautiful to behold: “Tuor […] looked upon the
walls of stone, and the uplifted towers, upon the glistering
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pinnacles of the town […] and he fared as one in some dream of
the Gods” (52). Fate is set against it, and Tuor, the hero of this
fictional legend, is given a message by one of the gods to deliver
to King Turgon: that if he does not rise up and defeat Melko evil
will soon be too widespread to be overcome.
This reminds me of God’s calling of Jonah, who tells him to go
to Nineveh and warn it against destruction. I am pretty sure
Tolkein had this book of the Bible in mind when he tells his
protagonist: “but fare now on thy destined journey and tarry
not”, you must then go to the city of Gondolin where “words I
will set in your mouth there” (46). Similarly, God says to Jonah
(after he has ‘tarried’, fleeing from his mission): “Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell
you” (Jonah 3: 2). The difference, however, is that when Jonah
tells the city’s inhabitants that Nineveh will be “overthrown”, we
are told “and the people of Nineveh believed God; they
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth” (Jonah 3: 5). In contrast, sadly Tolkien’s King Turgon
remains stubborn, does not believe the god Ulmo, and is
convinced that his beautiful hidden city is untouchable.
What we then get in The Fall of Gondolin is an alternative series
of events, a Nineveh that is destroyed because it does not turn
away from its selfishness. Whether inspired by the Book of
Jonah or not, I took a message away from Tolkien’s story: that
we must try and restore God’s order, goodness and truth to the
world rather than protect our small piece of it. In the end nothing
material lasts, not even “that great city” Gondolin/Nineveh. This
realisation is not meant to cause despair but rather action.
Usually a defensive stance is taken out of fear, as in the case of
king Turgon: “Nay, enough of my people have for years untold
gone out to the wide waters never to return, but have perished in
the deep places or wander now lost in the shadows that have no
paths” (57). This may sound to us to be a legitimate fear, and
indeed the god Ulmo does not chastise the king for his decision
but rather is sad for the city, knowing that it will be destroyed if
the Evil One is not challenged quickly. This dreadful fate comes
to pass and only a few escape the devastation wrought on the city
by fiery demons and all the minions of Melko. Perhaps, though,
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this is enough, enough for hope to continue; in all stories of
worth, whether scriptural or from literary fiction, there is always
a new beginning. Tolkien’s tale would not have held the same
wonder for me over the Christmas period if the city he imagined
had been destroyed and no-one had survived. The story ends
“alas for Gondolin”, a sad tale but also one of the best I have
read concerning the battle between good and evil. A fictional
Nineveh that is destroyed for its inaction, it reminds us that we
have to face up to evil, both that in society and within ourselves.

Tolkien, J.R.R., The Fall of
Gondolin,
ed.
Christopher Tolkien, London: HarperCollinsPublishers, 2018.
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readings for february
& march
Sunday, 3 February:
Presentation of Christ in the
Temple (Candlemas)
Malachi 3: 1-5
Hebrews 2: 14-18
Luke 1: 22-40
Sunday, 10 February: Fourth
Sunday before Lent
Isaiah 6: 1-8
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Luke 5: 1-11
Sunday, 17 February: Third
Sunday before Lent
Jeremiah 17: 5-10
1 Corinthians 15: 12-20
Luke 6: 17-26
Sunday, 24 February: Second
Sunday before Lent
Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25
Revelation 4
Luke 8: 22-25
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Sunday, 3 March: Sunday
next before Lent
Exodus 34: 29-35
2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:2
Luke 9: 28-36
Wednesday, 6 March: Ash
Wednesday
Isaiah 58: 1-12
2 Corinthians 5: 20b-6: 10
Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21
Sunday, 10 March: First
Sunday of Lent
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Romans 10: 8b-13
Luke 4: 1-13
Sunday, 17 March: Second
Sunday of Lent
Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18
Philippians 3: 17-4: 1
Luke 13: 31-35
Sunday, 24 March: Third
Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 55: 1-9
1 Corinthians 10: 1-13
Luke 13: 1-9
Sunday, 31 March:
Mothering Sunday
Exodus 1: 1-10
2 Corinthians 1: 3-7
John 19: 25b-27

memories of recently departed
former members and friends
OF sT PETEr’s
We were sad last year to learn of the deaths of Elsie Oates and
Marshall Graham. Both were very faithful, long-standing members
of St. Peter's although both had not been able to come for a number
of years, for different reasons.
Elsie lived and worked in the Royal Mews, within our parish. She
was married to David, who also worked in the Royal Mews, he had
been churchwarden for many years and died shortly after the fire.
With David she regularly hosted study groups in her flat in the
Mews and gave a warm welcome, with tea and cakes to friends and
friends of friends who wanted to tour the mews stables and see the
coaches. I remember that two or three times she hosted a dozen old
people for an organisation with whom I used to volunteer. She also
did much seldom seen but vital work for St Peter’s. She was a very
committed member of the church and it would be a rare Sunday
when she and David were not there in their places at the Eucharist.
She was sensible and practical and easy to talk to and a great
support to David in his responsibilities as churchwarden. On
retirement she moved from the Royal Mews to Windsor so was not
able to come regularly any more. There is still a connection with
the family as their son, David and his wife Vivienne are also in the
Royal Mews and are known to many of us for all they contribute,
especially nowadays at the May Fair.
Marshall Graham was not a parishioner but lived in Anerley with
his wife Ann. He did, however, work in Westminster, at the
Horseferry Rd Magistrates Court. Ann also worked, even more
locally, first with the National Coal Board in Grosvenor Gardens
and then with the Met. So for them a workday church became
also a Sunday church and they were always present at the Sung
Eucharist. They were long-standing members of the Cell of Our
Lady of Walsingham and went regularly with the church group on
weekend pilgrimages and I remember long walks with them
(sometimes spent picking blackberries) in the countryside round
Walsingham. They continued to visit Walsingham (without sharing
some of the more extreme views expressed in the 90s). Their
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relationship with St Peter's expanded when after the fire Ann
became Parish Administrator through the hard years following the
fire. Marshall was noted for his gentle, ironic humour and wit and
for his quiet friendliness to other members of the church. He
suffered intermittently from ill health for many years and in recent
years his problems became worse, making their journey up from
Anerley more difficult. They found a welcoming church nearer
home which Ann continues to attend.
Some of you will also remember the Australian Bishop Ken Mason
who died on 20 December. Fr Tillyer met him in Australia in 1982
and he subsequently helped out at St Peter's when he was in
London, on one occasion confirming our candidates when Bishop
Richard was not available. After working as a priest in the outback
he became in 1968 Bishop of the newly formed diocese of the
Northern Territory. His first cathedral in Darwin was destroyed by a
hurricane in 1974 and he arranged its rebuilding. In 1983 he moved
to Sydney to become Chairman of the Australian Board for
Mission, encouraging outreach beyond the country. He attended
three Lambeth conferences. He was also a member of the Oratory
of the Good Shepherd, an international Anglican religious
community for single priests, especially valuable for priests in
isolated places and he became its Superior responsible for
reforming and updating it. He had had poor health in recent years
particularly after a stroke in 2015. Fr Tillyer comments “He was
both a wise and very down-to-earth person whose company was
enjoyable and whose learning was deep but lightly borne.” To the
congregation at St Peter's he proved a most approachable and
delightful person whose visits were always welcome.
We give thanks to God for Elsie and Marshall and Bishop Ken and
pray God's comfort for their loved ones.
Valerie Smith
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picture for february

Saints Cyril and Methodius
Missionaries

Feast Day 14 February
19

20

21

february calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
F

1

Brigid. Abbess of Kildare,
c.525

Sa 2
Su 3

The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple (Candlemas)

For our Prayer Board
Requests
For the local emergency
services
For the Parish

M 4

For the Worship Committee

Tu 5

For the Eaton Square Concerts

W 6

The Martyrs of Japan, 1597

Th 7
F

For our care of St Peter’s
Church
For Prayer Board Requests
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Sa 9
Su 10

For interfaith dialogue

For our MP and City
Councillors
The Fourth Sunday before
Lent

For the Parish

M 11

For the PCC

Tu 12

For the parish staff

W 13

For our Church Wardens

Th 14

Cyril and Methodius,
Missionaries to the Slavs, 869
and 885,
Valentine, Martyr at Rome, c.
269

For the church in Eastern
Europe

F 15

Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder
of the SPCK and the SPG,
1730

For our Prayer Board
Requests

22

calendar contd
Sa 16
Su 17

For our Youth Group
The Third Sunday before
Lent

M 18

For the Parish
For the Faith Discussion
Group
For the churches of the
Deanery

Tu 19
W 20

For Saakshar in Delhi

Th 21

For all the users of our
building
For our Prayer Board Requests

F 22
Sa 23
Su 24

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna,
Martyr, c.155
The Second Sunday before
Lent

For the martyrs of today’s
Church
For the Parish

M 25

For prisoners of conscience

Tu 26

For the businesses of the
Parish
For poets

W 27

George Herbert, Priest, Poet,
1633

Th 28

For peace, justice, and
reconciliation

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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parish neWs
The Month of December is always
something of a blur for the staff and
clergy at St Peter’s. Callum Shaw
began his work with us as Verger and
Premises Manager at the busiest time
of the year and learnt quickly what
was involved in hosting concerts and
services in the run up to Christmas.
December 1st began the month with
our Primary School’s Christmas Fair
(at the School) - always a delightful
occasion and a great chance to meet
up with members of the church and
school community. The same day we hosted a Christmas Concert
for the Friends of Columbia in the Church, with a Columbian
Market on the portico, and the following day, Advent Sunday,
our children went to the Hall during the Family Eucharist to
make Christmas Decorations, and then in the evening the Youth
Group went ice skating. On Monday the 3rd, our series of Silent
Prayer Hours began, and a small group gathered to pray in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel at 6pm on the following Mondays in
Advent too. On Tuesday the 4th we hosted old and current
members of Benenden School and our church warden Laura
Cook read at the service. The Eaton House School Nativity Play
took place in Church the
following morning, and the
Wine Tasters met in the Hall
that night. On Thursday the 6th
our Christmas trees arrived. On
Sunday the 9th Jack Haines was
baptised in the morning, and
then
we
celebrated
our
Christingle Service in the
afternoon, with many children
and beautiful candlelit carols.
On Monday the 10th our
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Knightsbridge Kindergarten performed their Nativity Play, the
Eaton House School Carol Service was held on Wednesday the
12th, and the same day Revd Julie hosted a Welcome Party for
refugees and Welcome Box visitors in her flat. The wonderfully
moving Nativity Play performed by St Peter’s School KS1
children for parents took place on Thursday the 13th, and the
Chartered Institute of Tax Accountants Carol Service was held
the same evening. On Saturday 15th December Ralph and
Rachel welcomed members of the parish and congregation to a
Christmas Party at the Vicarage. The following morning our
church Nativity Play was staged during the Family Eucharist,
and then our Carol Service for the parish took place in the
evening, with exquisite music from our wonderful Choir.
Members of the Youth
Group
gathered
afterwards for a party.
The Whitehall Choir
held their Christmas
Concert in Church on
Tuesday the 18th, and
two
days
later
members of the church
joined the school choir
at Victoria Station to sing Christmas carols and give away mince
pies while wishing those travelling through our parish a very
Happy Christmas. The Anonymous Christmas Carol Service
took place on Sunday the 23rd of December, and the Church was
packed - about 340 people were there for the candlelit
celebration, with our Choir once again excelling - earning a
standing ovation as they processed out! The AA Carols, CIOT
and Eaton Square School carols all contribute to our fundraising
for our Christmas Charities, which raised a wonderful total of
£3,6620.80 for the charities Vincent de Paul, Amos Trust and
Kidscape.
On Christmas Eve we held our customary services, the Crib
Service at 4pm for families and children, and the beautiful
Midnight Mass at 11pm. It was well attended this year, and
deeply moving. The joy of Christmas filled the Church for our
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regular Christmas Day services the following morning. St Peter’s
has a little time off after Christmas, but Judith Richardson our
LLM preached at a Parish Eucharist on December the 30th and
then the church reopened for normal services on Wednesday the
2nd of January.
The church staff lunch for Christmas and New Year, a
recognition of the enormous amount done by our staff
throughout the year, took place on Thursday the 10th of January,
this year for the first time at the Duke of Wellington pub, run by
Church member Mike Johnson, where we were very well fed
indeed. The new Children’s Choir began to meet on Friday the
11th of January - a really exciting development - and almost 20
children have signed up.
The most notable activity in the church during January will be
the refurbishment of the Meeting room and Committee Room,
and the corridor which joins them. This began on January the
14th and will take until the end of February. It is being paid for
in full with a very generous grant from the Pimlico St Peter’s
Trust, and the rooms will be much more attractive to let and to
use as a result of the work being done, which we hope will
contribute to our income in coming years. The work will require
the cancellation of a number of AA meetings from the Meeting
Room in January and February, but as many bookings as
possible will be moved to the Parish hall during this period. We
will all be grateful for the understanding of all our members and
building users during this period.
At the end of January, the Faith Discussion Group met on
Monday the 21st (and then again in February on the 18th) and
we welcomed friends and family to a Memorial Service for
Nicholas Grant on January 25th. On Thursday 31st of January
Westminster City Boys School will be holding a major concert in
support of their music development, to which all are welcome,
and on Friday the 1st of February the BBC will be recording a
concert of choral music at the Church. On Sunday the 3rd of
February we will celebrate the Feast of Candlemas, and at both
main Eucharists that day our Licensed Eucharistic Ministers will
be relicensed. That night the Youth Group will be on an outing!
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Another BBC concert will be held on March the 12th, this time
of organ music, and a concert will be held in Church on Saturday
the 16th for the Choir of the 21 Century.
Fr Ralph will be visiting Saakshar in Delhi (www.saaksharschool
appeal.co.uk) for ten days from the 22nd of February, and the
Eaton Square Concert series begins on Thursday the 28th.
Another Concert, for the Slovenian Embassy, is being held on
Saturday 2nd of March.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Wednesday the 6th of March,
and we warmly invite everyone to our Eucharists with ashing at
8am, 12.30 and 7pm, but the day before, on Shrove Tuesday,
Revd Julie is kindly hosting a Pancake Party at her flat from
4pm. A Memorial Service, for David Leake will be held in the
church on March 12th and we host the Cardinal Vaughan
Memorial School for a concert on Tuesday the 19th of March.
A very big thank you to all for the hard work which has gone
into the wonderful and moving events at St Peter’s in the
Christmas and New Year period.
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march calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
F

1

Sa 2
Su 3
M

David, Bishop of Menevia,
Patron of Wales, c. 601
Chad, Bishop of Lichfield,
Missionary, 672

For our Prayer Board
Requests
For The Passage

Sunday before Lent

For the Parish

4

For our Children’s Choir

Tu 5

Shrove Tuesday

W 6

Ash Wednesday

Th 7

Perpetua, Felicity and their
Companions Martyrs at Carthage,
203
Edward King, Bishop of Lincoln,
1910

F

8

For a holy observation of
Lent
In penitence

Sa 9
Su 10

First Sunday of Lent

M 11

For our Prayer Board
Requests
For the Bishops of the
Church of England
For the Parish
For the Church of
England
For our Lent Study Group

Tu 12
W 13

For persecuted Christians

Ember Day

For vocations to the
priesthood
For the Governors of St
Peter’s CE Primary
School
For our Prayer Board
Requests
For God’s mission in our
land

Th 14
F 15

Ember Day

Sa 16

Ember Day
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calendar contd
Su 17

Second Sunday of Lent

For the Parish

M

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem,
Teacher of the Faith, 386

For peace and justice in
Jerusalem

Tu 19

Joseph of Nazareth

For fathers

W

Cuthbert, Bishop of
Lindisfarne, Missionary,687

For the L’Arche Communities

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop
of Canterbury, Reformation
Martyr, 1556

For the Archbishop of
Canterbury

18

20

Th 21
F

22

Sa 23
Su 24
M

25

Tu

26

W

27

For our Prayer Board Requests
For ecumenical relations
For the Parish

Third Sunday of Lent
The Annunciation of Our
Lord to the Blessed Virgin
Mary

For women
For our Parochial Church
Council
For all who work at or travel
through Victoria Rail and
Coach Stations
For those who maintain our
gardens and parks

Th 28
F

29

For our Prayer Board Requests

Sa

30

For spiritual growth

Su 31

Fourth Sunday of Lent Mothering Sunday

For the Parish

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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from the magazine february 1929
st john the evangelist
“Many a Mickle makes a Muckle”
I am afraid I must plead complete
ignorance of the meaning of the
words, “Mickle” or “Muckle”; but
I hope they will serve my purpose
in drawing serious attention to the
need of MORE SUBSCRIBERS to
the Free-Will Offering Funds. A
year ago, in my first magazine I
was compelled to plead for £100
to replace the deficit on our
Church Expenses. The money
came in wonderfully, and I never
expected to have to plead again,
but alas! Again this year we have
received £139 3s. 11d. less than we
have spent, and we must once more appeal to our generous
friends to make good this over-draft. Why has it occurred? A
glance at any Magazine will show you; December Magazine, for
example, acknowledges 37 people’s Free-will Offerings, only 37
from St John’s! Another 50 subscribers of five shillings a month
would put this matter right, and we ought to have them. Besides
this there should be a fair number at 6d. Per month and a few at
£1 per month. Then our disgraceful financial troubles would
end. Further, there are quite a number of people who have
received increased income, and have quite forgotten that their
offerings should have received a proportionate increase;
sixpenny bits in collection should have become shillings,
shillings should have become half-crowns, and the humble
penny in many cases should have proudly given way to the
sixpenny bit. It has been a great joy to hear of subscribers who
have increased their Free-will Offering, or who have sent along
Thankofferings; but it is the many a Mickle which is wanted to
make the “Muckle.” The generous have for so long set us their
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splendid example; now the great body of worshippers are called
upon to do their share. We are in debt to the extent of £
139.3s.11d., and beyond that we need at least the same amount
of extra income to see us through 1929. Beyond that again, we
have got to clean our church this year, and that will cost another
£50. It will be easy if we all take a share in it, and what a joy it
will be to know that our church is our own, paid for with our
own money, and out of debt!
Join the Free-will Offering Scheme; the [papers about it are in
the Magazine stand, by the north door, and, when you can afford
it, slip a little extra in. Fill that big wooden chest; that is what it
Comment:
The problem of covering the regular costs of and routine repairs to
the church which we face at the moment is not a new one. The
contributions requested in 1929 were for a thorough cleaning of
the church and the setting up of a St George’s chapel within St
John’s. Of course the value of money has changed since those
days, with five shillings being worth about £15 today. Although as
a monthly offering this does not seem extortionate, this was a
period of financial hardship for many, with Britain still dealing
with the costs of the war, and of course the 1929 stock market
crash exacerbated this later in the year. By March, seventeen new
promises had been secured, some of which were from people who
could afford to give only a little. But the Vicar welcomed these
warmly as it indicated the commitment of a wide range of people
to their church. However, there still remained a need for those
who could afford to give more to do so. What was was important
then as now was for to make a realistic assessment of ability.
We have gone to the magazine of 90 years ago simply because our
copies of both St John’s and St Peter’s 1919 magazines have
disappeared – back to normal next year!

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
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picture for march

Thomas Cranmer
Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr

Responsible both for the first Book of Common
Prayer of 1549 and for its first revision in 1552
July 1489 - March 1556
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LENT COURSE
The Mystery of God
The Course in is March and April
meeting during Lent in the Vicar’s Study
Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm on 12th, 19th and
26th March and 2nd and 9th April
Wednesday mornings at 9.00am on13th, 20th
and 27th March and 3rd and 10th April
We will explore the themes of Lent
in the context of our faith lived out
in the world today.
The course is for everyone and we warmly
welcome new people.
All are welcome
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Monday, 29 April 2019
7.00pm Eucharist in Church
7.45pm A.P.C.M. Church
If you are on the Electoral Roll,
please ensure that you attend.
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eaton square concerts
The Spring 2019 season of our highly regarded Eaton Square
Concerts has just been announced. As we begin the 25th season,
we are looking forward to a schedule of programmes continuing
our tradition of presenting outstanding artists performing works
of great beauty and interest.
March 21
Following their remarkable concert last year, the Holst Singers,
directed by the celebrated Stephen Layton, will again grace our
series with a programme entitled ‘Reformation and Revolution’.
Framed by the intense Missa Rigensis by Ugis Paulins, the onehour programme without interval combines English music of the
16th century, i.e., Byrd and Tallis, juxtaposed with a composition
from the Baltic states written during turbulent years at the end of
the 20th Century. The uniquely stimulating conflation of two distinctly different traditions from challenging times presents moments of drama and reflection. The concert offers a special perspective, which should be especially interesting and memorable
for our audience.
April 4
Londinium, directed by highly praised Andrew Griffiths, is
one of London’s most versatile chamber choirs, known particularly for its vibrant performances of a cappella repertoire. The
concert, entitled ‘Masses of Masses’, will present: Vaughan
Williams revival of English Polyphony, Mass in G minor(Mass
for Double Choir); William Albright’s composition based on the
Anglican text was written for the 900th anniversary of Chichester
Cathedral; Richard Rodney Bennett’s only piece of liturgical
music, Miss Brevis; and, Rheinberger’s Mass in E flat for Double
Choir, for which the composer was awarded a medal by Pope
Leo XIII. The juxtaposition of these mass settings promises to
be a revelation and a delight.
April 11
The Kirkman Quartet, Winner of the 2019 St Peter’s Prize,
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was formed in 2016. The ensemble has quickly become established as a mature and engaging group. Upon first hearing the
quartet, David Strange, our Director and Professor Emeritus at
the Royal Academy of Music, found the performance “very
good”. He wrote: “The Kirkman Quartet is a young group of
final year undergraduates studying at the RAM. They already
have achieved a fine reputation as an ensemble of great maturity
and musical integrity, and their collective sound is well integrated and full of colour. The quartet has been awarded many prizes
and scholarships, and has given acclaimed recitals throughout
the United Kingdom. The ensemble will be a great addition to
our tradition of distinguished St Peter’s Prize quartets.” The
concert programme will feature: Mozart’s Quartet No. 21 in D
major, K. 575; Bridge’s Three Idylls; Stravinsky’s three pieces
for String Quartet; and, culminate in Mendelssohn’s String
Quartet No. 6 in F minor, Op. 80, the last major piece that Mendelssohn completed before he died. We look forward with considerable anticipation to the quartet’s first performance at St Peter’s.
April 25
Fenella Humphreys, virtuoso violinist and winner of the BBC
Music Magazine’s Instrumental Award 2018, is described as
‘alluring’, ‘unforgettable’ and ‘a wonder’. She is accompanied
by acclaimed pianist Nicola Eimer in a programme featuring
works from her recently released CD, Sonatinas, a selection of
bravura violin pieces. The performances will include: Francaix’s Sonatina; Schubert’s Sonatina in G minor, D. 408; Five
Pieces Op. 81 by Sibelius; Three Preludes by Gershwin arr. by
Heifetz; Sonatina by Francis-Hoad; and, the dazzlingly dramatic
Violin Sonata by Ravel. For devotees of the virtuoso violin this
concert is not to be missed!
May 2
Michael Collins, the distinguished clarinet virtuoso makes a
welcome return to our series in the season’s final concert. He
will perform with the London Mozart Players, which has an
outstanding worldwide reputation. They will perform a special
programme of works by Mozart and Weber: Mozart’s Violin Sonata for clarinet and string trio, K. 378; Weber’s Clarinet Quin36

tet; and, Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet in A, K. 581. These are some
of the loveliest compositions for clarinet and strings in the repertoire. The performances by these accomplished artists should be
a joyous occasion and a fitting finale to the Spring 2019 season.
Parishioners St Peter’s Welcome
Members of St Peter’s pay only £5 per concert ticket with no
charge for children. The price is a steep reduction from what
the public pays (£18 for standard and £12 for concessions). The
purchase of a ticket also includes a glass of fine wine offered by
Jeroboams or other refreshment. The ‘price/value proposition’
of Eaton Square Concerts has to be one of the outstanding bargains in all of London.
We do not want to raise the price for members of the St Peter’s
congregation, nor do we want to limit the number of tickets we
make available to individuals who are not able to afford the
standard ticket price. Therefore, we ask that you become a
Member of the Friends Programme. There are application
forms on the table at the rear of our church next to the Visitors’
Register. You may also download an application form from our
website
(www.eatonsquareconcerts.org.uk). Please join us. We need
your help to continue to build upon our success as the premier
cultural institution in Belgravia offering great music and outstanding performances for all.
All of us at Friends of Music are extremely grateful for the support that the members of St Peter’s have given Eaton Square
Concerts. We could not continue with our wonderful concerts
without your attendance and donations. Thank you.
Carl Anton Muller Hon. ARAM
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Bible Quiz
1.

What was the boat Noah built called?

2.

What was the name of Moses’ brother?

3.

What food do we ask God to give us in the
Lord’s prayer?

4.

His father gave him a coat of many colours.

5.

This young boy defeated a giant.

6.

Who was thrown into a lion’s den by King
Darius? This person prayed to God three times
a day.

7.

What was the name of Jesus’ mother?

8.

What did Jesus’ step father do for a job?

9.

What did Jesus feed to 5,000 people.

10.

Jesus told a parable about a prodigal -------.

Answers: 1. An ark 2. Aaron, 3. Bread, 4. Joseph, 5. David, 6. Daniel, 7. Mary, 8. Carpenter, 9. 5 loaves
and 2 fishes, 10. Son
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recipes
Chicken and Leek Pies
Ingredients
1 large sweet potato,
cut into chunky chips
4 tsp olive oil
2 chicken breasts,
chopped into bite-size chunks
1 leek, finely sliced
1 carrot, chopped
225ml chicken stock
2 tsp wholegrain mustard
85g light soft cheese
2 tbsp chopped tarragon
leaves
2 sheets filo pastry
Method
1. Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. In a roasting tray toss the
sweet potatoes with 2 teaspoon of oil and some seasoning.
Cook for 30-40 minutes, until golden and crisp. Heat 1
teaspoon oil in a medium frying pan. Fry chicken until
browned, remove from the pan and set aside. Add the leek
and a splash of water, and gently fry until soft, about 7
minutes. Add the carrot and cook for 3 minutes more. Pour
in the stock and boil until reduced by half, then add the
mustard and soft cheese, stirring well to combine. Return the
chicken to the pan, add the tarragon and some seasoning.
2. Divide the mixture between 2 small ovenproof dishes. Take
the filo sheets and scrunch them up. Top each pie with a
sheet and brush with the remaining 1 teaspoon oil. Cook the
pies in the oven with the chips for 15 minutes, until the
pastry is golden.
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Plum Batter Pudding
Ingredients
1tbsp vegetable oil
350g plums, halved and pitted
For the batter
80g plain flour
20g icing sugar
Pinch of salt
1 large egg
200ml semi-skimmed milk
100g low fat plain Greek-style
yoghurt
1 tsp vanilla extract
To serve
Icing sugar, for sprinkling
Single cream or crème fraȋche
Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 210°C/Gas7
2. Put the oil into a 10”x8” Brownie Tin and add the plums.
Transfer to the oven and bake for 5 minutes while making the
batter.
3. Put the flour into a mixing bowl and add the icing sugar, salt,
egg, milk, yoghurt and vanilla extract. Beat with a whisk to
make a smooth batter (this will only take a few moments).
Transfer to a jug to make pouring easier.
4. When the plums have been cooking for 5 minutes, quickly
pour the batter around them and close the oven door. Bake
for another 22-25 minutes, or until puffed up and golden
brown - although this batter will not rise as much as a
Yorkshire pudding.
5. Remove from the oven, allow to settle for a couple of
minutes, then sprinkle with icing sugar and serve with single
cream or crème fraȋche.
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Assistant Priest
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Pastoral Assistant
Matthew Butler
matthew@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb.Ron Swan
The Revd Preb. Tony Kyriakides
The Revd Simon Walsh
Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob2@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
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Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge
P.C.C. Members
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Mary Drummond
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Claire Glen
Jim Glen
Jake Goedhuis
James Gourlay
John Hilary
Raana Khatabakhsh
Jacqueline Ladds
Christopher Maguire
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Matthew Butler
07496 022 336
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
Evelyn Olugboja
07794 409 313
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe

020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Miles Ridley
020 7504 0537
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Samantha Sharples-Owen
020 7504 0537
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
Sarah Shayler
020 75040537
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson

Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230
Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod
Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen
Communications & Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis
Young Formation Group
Convenor: the Assistant Priest
Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
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Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist Servers
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Family Eucharist Welcomers,
Readers and Intercessors
Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Family Eucharist Refreshments
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Sung Eucharist Welcomers
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Sung Eucharist Servers and
Intercessors
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055

£ 20
PER
DAY

Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Cover - ‘Hungry birds in St James’ Park’ taken by Sam Singlehurst

