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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr
Websites and Midwives
‘Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall
be saved.’ But how are
they to call on one in
whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in one of whom
they have never heard?
And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? And how are
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is
written, ‘How beautiful
are the feet of those who
bring good news!’
We have just spent around a thousand pounds on a new church
website, which is very good value, and money well spent. It is as
essential today as the photocopier and the church boiler, neither
of which we would consider being without. To some extent,
email, websites and Facebook pages have become the messengers within our modern cultures, taking their place alongside the
older but still effective media of the printed word, posters and
magazines. But while all these things can invite others to consider the Christian message, and make it easier to learn about, nothing can actually replace personal communication - the sharing of
personal experience.
One of the Biblical texts which first motivated me to consider
ordination was the passage from Romans Chapter 10 above,
where Paul makes a very good case for vocations to ministry we have good news, a Gospel, but how do we expect it to change
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lives, and bring about God’s kingdom unless we share it with
others? We each need to be prepared to share our faith, and to
seek opportunities to do so, and more people should consider
part time or full time ministry too, to be the voice of the church
in the community, and to support the faith of Christians who are
daily living and sharing the gospel. In the broad or more catholic
parts of the church we are rightly wary of presenting Christian
faith in a glib or judgemental way. The opposite position, of not
proclaiming Christ at all, is equally offensive, as it denies people
the chance to know the immeasurable riches of God’s love and
the power of his forgiveness.
After Christmas I went for a long day’s walk, armed with a
35mm film camera, from Eaton Square to Abbott Road, Poplar,
the road where my father grew up and where, as a child, I used to
visit my grandmother. The walk was fascinating, across central
London, past the LSE where I once studied, past St Paul’s Cathedral where I was ordained, through the City, and along the Commercial Road, through Limehouse, past Canary Wharf, to Poplar.
The area north of the East India dock Road was redeveloped as
part of the 1951 Festival of Britain, and includes some pleasantly
low rise housing and the extraordinary brutalist Balfron Tower,
designed by Erno Goldfinger. It looks like little has changed
since 1951, apart
from the ebb and
flow of populations
- it feels like a neglected place surrounded by shiny
new development.
The high point of
the market where
my
grandmother
shopped is an outstanding Pie and
Mash shop. The church of All Hallows where my father sang in
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the choir (a fact he kept quiet for many years) is long gone, but I
found the graceful church of St Anne’s where my grandmother
attended as a young woman. Other churches in the area presented a mixed message about Christian faith - one looked like it had
closed down, there was nothing outside to suggest that a visit on
a Sunday would be rewarding. Another looked as though it was
doing a great job in the local community despite very limited
resources - it looked inviting, and friendly, as if there was something good and precious to be found inside. Needless to say it
was locked.
On my way back I had a surprise as I passed a building bearing
the crest of Cardinal Wolsey, the distinctive crest of my old employer Christ Church in Oxford. Nearby I found ‘St Frideswide’s
Mission House’, which I read about when I got home that evening. Despite all the years I worked at Christ Church I had never
known that in 1891 they established a mission in Poplar, just a
few streets from where my father lived. The mission was founded by Dean Liddell, the father of Alice in Wonderland, with the
aim of providing food for the needy and to enrich the minds of
local people. Funded by the generosity of a Miss Catherine
Phillimore they build a church, dedicated to Oxford’s St
Frideswide, and invited Anglican
nuns to come and work with local
women and girls. From 1893, the St
Frideswide’s Mission House was
devoted to a girls’ and mothers’
group, and seven years later it became the Hostel of the Poplar Association for Befriending Girls. This
was the real ‘Nonnatus house’ on
which the popular TV series ‘Call
the Midwife’ has been based. I was
quite amazed to learn that this was a
Christ Church mission, which I had
known nothing about until this
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chance visit, but it reminded me powerfully of the missionary
roots of the Anglo Catholic movement in its early years - they
built churches, travelled to distant lands, went to poor places
where others would not go, and shared the love of Christ in word
and actions, bringing with them education, health, beautiful worship and graceful buildings.
Isaiah wrote, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news”, and today the good news needs to be delivered in
person, just as it did it the past. Today the church needs more
ministers, and it needs each of us to learn about our faith so that
we can give a clear account of it to others. I hope that very many
of you will be able to come to our weekly Lent Groups. At the
same time, the church also needs beautiful websites and attractive publicity too, and we are delighted to be up to date again
with our online presence. And lastly, if you are ever near Chrisp
Street Market, I strongly recommend a visit to Maureen’s Pie
and Mash!
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from julie
‘If one member suffers, all suffer together and if one member
rejoices, we all rejoice” (1 Corinthians 12.26)
As I said at the January PCC
meeting, when asking myself
how I might characterize these
first four months of ministry at
St Peter’s, the answer in one
word is joy. Ministry at St Peter’s has been a joy for me in
many ways. For example, celebrating my first Christmas in St
Peter’s, both in the church and
the school was a delight. Particular highlights were Christingle,
the Nativity play and the Crib service. Rehearsing the Nativity
play with the children was fun, but also challenging. And telling
the story of the birth of Jesus at the Crib service as the children
came forward with the figures was a moving experience. Most
of all, it was a joy to see the sense of wonder awakened in the
children as they began to see and understand who Jesus is to
them. After working with Ralph and others in planning the services, it was lovely to see many people touched by God’s presence in the worship.
Another highlight for me has been seeing the ways we welcome
new people into the church. It seems almost every Sunday a visitor tells me how they have experienced a sense of hospitality as
they entered the church. This says something, I think, about the
way we welcome others in the name of Christ. For this is the
heart of what it means to be an inclusive church community.
Meeting visitors, sometimes tourists, and at other times people
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seeking a place of peace and prayer brings us back to the source
of our faith, our welcome into new life through Christ.
At the heart of welcoming church, is the nurturing of discipleship. And it has been a joy to be part of this aspect of ministry.
Fr Ralph and I have begun to prepare 16 young people for confirmation. Their thought provoking questions and depth of insight are a constant source for theological reflection. There are
also 3 adults preparing for confirmation this year. Their desire
for growth and understanding is encouraging and I think the Pilgrim Course offers a safe place to come with questions as we
seek the presence of God together. We plan to continue the Pilgrim course after the Confirmation in March. All are very welcome to attend.
This month we begin our season of Lent and journey towards
Holy Week and Easter. As part of our Lenten observances this
year a new Lent course by Paula Gooder, The Joy of the Gospel,
will be on offer. Together we will explore sharing our faith with
compassion, confidence and creativity in our contemporary
world. The course will run for 6 weeks with 2 groups, Monday
evening at 7.30 pm and Wednesday mornings at 9.15.
Another opportunity to reflect on Lent will be our Quiet Day on
Saturday the 27th of Feb from 10-3.30. This will be a day of
prayer and reflection, led and silent and will include lunch. It is
open to all, both for those who have been on quiet days in the
past and for those to whom this is something new. The aim of
the day will be to create a relaxed and open place for all to feel
comfortable. I encourage you to come along if you can.
And finally, we are taking part in the Diocesan Lent Appeal
which is in aid of families in the Middle East who are persecuted
for their faith, particularly those in Syria and Iraq. Funds raised
will go towards Open Doors and Aid to the Church in Need.
The impetus for this initiative comes from Paul’s first letter to
the Corinthians, ‘If one member suffers, all suffer together and if
one member rejoices, we all rejoice” (1 Corinthians 12.26)
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And so, to live in the full sense of joy, we must embrace all who
suffer. This is where our welcome in Christ and where the meaning of Lent comes to life.

from the registers
WEDDING
19 December 2015

-

Luke Ibbetson & Nicola Oxlade
BAPTISM

3 January 2016
17 January

-

Monty MacDonald

-

Isla Brookes
Ario Bozorgzadeh
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THEME - TO BE A WINDOW THROUGH
THY GRACE?

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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parish news
As this was my first Christmas at St
Peter’s I was really looking forward to
all our services and events, and it was
wonderful to be involved in such
moving celebrations of the birth of our
Saviour. Looking back at such a busy
period, it is hard to know where to
begin.
Before the really busy weeks started,
Rachel and I were delighted to welcome so many of you to the Vicarage
for a Christmas Party on December
the 12th, and to have the chance to talk
informally over a glass of mulled wine. After that, every week
was filled with events and rehearsals for special services and performances. Before Christmas we hosted a number of very well
attended carol services and concerts for charities and other organisations, including United Response, Kids for Kids and the
Friends of Columbia, Whitehall Choir (for the Samaritans),
Compassionate (Tata employees for Save the Children), Alcoholics Anonymous and the Chartered Institute of Taxation. In
addition there were school concerts and performances too, from
Eaton House School and Greycoat Hospital School, as well as
our own St Peter’s School. Our primary school children also
went to sing carols at Victoria Station to raise money for the Passage, and Revd Julie and I sang with them. While all this went
on, we were busy selling Christmas cards and distributing fliers
for our Christmas services. Overall, with contributions from
some of these events and our Christmas collections we raised
around £4,000 for our three Christmas charities, and a good deal
of money for other charities too.
One of the real highlights of the season was our own Nativity
play during the Family Eucharist, and then the Christingle Ser10

vice, lit up by children all around the church holding candles. We
also celebrated a wedding and Luke Ibbetson and Nicola Oxlade
were married on the 19th of December, at a service with Christmas music and beautiful flowers. The Parish Carol Service, on
December 20th, was a wonderfully moving and inspiring occasion. Almost three hundred people attended, many more than in
recent years, including many families and people from the local
area, for a feast of music and readings, with candles, followed by
mince pies and mulled wine on the portico, made all the more
enjoyable by the mild weather. The service lasted just over an
hour, and was very much enjoyed.
The few days before Christmas were relatively quiet. The Crib
Service on Christmas Eve and then the Midnight Mass were both
very well attended, and lovely occasions. Both the Midnight
Mass and the Parish Carol Service were at a slightly earlier time
than previously, at 11pm and 6pm respectively, which was felt to
be better, allowing us a little more sleep before Christmas Day
and making family attendance at the Carols a bit more realistic.
On Christmas day there were quite a lot of people in church, despite many being away or with family, and we joyfully celebrated the birth of Christ.
The church was closed for the week after Christmas, and then in
January we were very pleased to begin Confirmation courses for
children (Year 5 and above) at St Peter’s School, and at church,
and for adults too. We expect to have nineteen or twenty people
prepared for confirmation on March 6th.
January was also an exciting month for our communications and
media presence, with the launch of our new website, the fitting
of new aluminum notice boards outside the church, and a new
school noticeboard for the church too, thanks to Jim Glen. Then
on Homelessness Sunday we welcomed Andrew Hollingsworth
from The Passage to preach at the Family Eucharist for Homelessness Sunday, and blessed our Food Bank Box. That same
day, Judith Richardson, who is training to become a Licensed
Lay Minister, was our preacher at the Sung Eucharist, for the
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first time, and the following Sunday we are delighted to welcome
David Armstrong back to St Peter’s, to preach at 11.15am.
Looking Ahead
Easter is quite early this year - the discussion among church
leaders for a fixed date of Easter will not lead to a decision any
time soon! Ash Wednesday falls on February the 10th, and we
will offer Ashing at three services that day, at 8am, 12.30pm and
7pm, as well as holding a special school service too. After that
there will be a weekly Lent Course, with a daytime and an evening session offered. The month will end with a Quiet Day in
church on Saturday the 27th, when we hope that many will join
us for reflection and prayer. On March the 6th, also Mothering
Sunday, we will welcome the Bishop of London to our Confirmation service at 10.30am, along with our confirmation candidates and their families.
I wish you a very thoughtful and holy Lent,

UPDATING OF THE ELECTORAL ROLL
Over the next few weeks we need to update the parish Electoral Roll. If you
are not already on the roll and are either resident in the parish or have attended worship here for six months and are 16 or over you qualify for admittance to the Electoral Roll. Please fill in a form - available from the
back of the church - and return it to the church office, or give it to one of the
clergy or to the Electoral Roll Officer Valerie Smith. If you are not yet 16
but will be during the next year you may complete an application and you
will be added to the roll on the date of your birthday. If you are not certain
whether or not you are on the roll fill in a form which will be discarded if it
proves to be a duplicate.
Note that the parish electoral roll is not the same as the civic electoral
roll. Membership shows your commitment to the church, enables you to
take part in the Annual Parochial Church meeting and gives the diocese an
indication of our strength as a parish. It is important that everyone eligible
should apply.
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picture for february

The Temptation of Christ on the Mountain
Duccio de Buoninsegna
1308 - 1311
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readings for february
Sunday, 7 February: Sunday
next before Lent
Exodus 34: 29-end
2 Corinthians 3: 12- 4: 2
Luke 9: 28-36

Sunday, 21 February:
Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Luke 13: 31-end

Wednesday, 10 February:
Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 58: 1-12
Psalm 51: 1-18
Matthew 6: 1-6

Sunday, 28 February: Third
Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 55: 1-9
Psalm 63: 1-9
Luke 13: 1-9

Sunday, 14 February: First
Sunday of Lent
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Psalm 91: 1-2, 9
Luke 4: 1-13

BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the Book Club
will be on Monday, 8 February 2016
at 7.00 pm at 54 Chester Row,
and the book we will be discussing is
“The Guernsey Literary and Potato Pie Society”
by Mary Ann Shaffer
Please come and join us.
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revd julie interviews
phoebe hilary
In thinking about ways
to learn more about the
people of St Peter’s, I
had an idea that it
might be fun to interview someone each
month as a way to get
to know them and to
share their story with
the parish. And so, appropriately, I begin
with Phoebe.
When I met Phoebe four months ago, after my first service at St
Peter’s, she was introduced to me as ‘the longest serving member
of the congregation.’ Now this is quite an accomplishment and it
is why I am beginning my series of interviews with her.
Phoebe was born in London Chester Square and now lives at 54
Chester Row. She lived in Devonshire during the war, which
greatly influenced her outlook on life. Since this time Phoebe has
always had a love for the countryside. Her father was a banker in
central London. Phoebe’s mother was a Quaker but sent the children to St Michael’s Church of England in Chester Square so
that they would have a bit more structure in their faith development. St Michael’s is where Phoebe was confirmed at the age of
16 and where she married her husband David. Their first two
children, John and Miriam, were baptized at St Stephen’s Rochester Row when they were living in a flat in that parish.
In 1967 Phoebe and David decided to move from St Michael’s to
St Peter’s, Eaton Square to experience a bit of ‘independence
from the extended family.’ Phoebe, however, has kept up her
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connection with St Michael’s to this day through attending a bible study that began at a time when St Peter’s and St Michael’s
were closely linked. After a time, Henry and Rachel were born
and were both baptized here at St Peter’s. When I asked Phoebe
who her examples of faith were growing up, she said firstly, her
mother who was a ‘shining Christian’ and ‘manifestation of
love’. And when she remembers her mother today she thinks of
love. This foundation gave Phoebe a deep understanding of
God’s love for her and for other people. And I think she, like her
mother before her, is an example of someone who shines the
love of God to others.
Phoebe has experienced a diversity of Christian experience beginning in her university days at the University of St Andrews.
She was part of the Christian Union and the Student Christian
Movement where she met Christians from a diversity of churches. This gave Phoebe an ecumenical and missional outlook on
faith. Since this time Phoebe has had a keen interest in mission
and outreach and has led and served on the outreach committee
for many years.
Phoebe has always placed great importance on her relationships
as daughter, wife and mother. Her husband David was a great
influence on her. He served as Churchwarden at St Peter’s and
worked in the Home Office and was Receiver at Scotland Yard.
David was a classicist and read theology at Kings College, London after retirement.
I asked Phoebe, what are three things you appreciate most about
St Peter’s? To this she answered 1. The beauty of worship: As
Phoebe grew up in a ‘low church’ background she has learned to
appreciate the beauty of worship in the Eucharist service at St
Peter’s. 2. Fellowship: Phoebe enjoys spending time with people
in the church. This began through the joint bible study with St
Michaels and continues with the book club, social events and
faith group. Phoebe hopes to encourage more fellowship at St
Peter’s particularly with older people and those who might be
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alone in the parish. 3. Lastly, Phoebe enjoys contributing to the
life of the church. She has done this and continues to do this in
so many ways, including organizing the May Fair, serving, sharing the mission committee and hosting various groups.
Phoebe has a strong personal faith, which is based on her profound sense of being loved by God. One of her most favourite
passages from the bible is from the letter to the Ephesians, ‘we
are his workmanship created for good works which God has prepared for us to walk in.’ Phoebe knows that God is with her and
desires to ‘walk in his ways’.
In terms of interests and hobbies, Phoebe is a keen reader. Her
favourite books are Anna Karenina, Brothers Karamazov and
Wuthering Heights. She also loves biographies but does not like
Science fiction. Phoebe enjoys visiting art galleries, going to the
ballet, theatre and cinema, travelling and, above all, spending
time with her children and grandchildren who are always a
‘blessing and a miracle’ to her. She and David were told that it
was improbable they would have children but this changed when
Phoebe by chance met a Christian doctor who gave them hope
that children were possible. And it seems he was right! It should
also be mentioned that Phoebe loves animals and especially her
dog ‘Harry.’
I’d like to end with the following: When asked what she most
appreciates in life, Phoebe said, ‘she loves beauty in any form.’
And this I think is clearly evident in the person we all see and
know.
If you or someone you know might be interested in an interview
please speak with Revd. Julie
JULIE KHOVACS
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from the magazine february 1916

Armenian Refugees
The Archbishop’s Appeal
“The massacre of Armenian and Assyrian Christians in the
Turkish Empire is a crime which in scale and horror has probably no parallel in the history of the world, and the sufferings baffle description which are now being endured by the rapidly
dwindling number of hunted and persecuted survivors. To these
people in their dire distress Christian aid should flow out ungrudgingly. In many churches arrangements are already being
made for collections on their behalf on Sunday, February 6th,
and I venture to hope that on that or one of the succeeding Sundays there may be a wide-spread effort to alleviate distress
which is literally unspeakable. The money should be sent to the
Secretary of the Armenian Refugees (Lord Mayor’s Fund), 96
Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.”
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From the House of Lords debate
A vast number of refugees have arrived at Etchmiadzin and at
other points of the Government of Erivan. They came chiefly
from the mountain districts of Melazgerd and from Van. The
Consul states that about 160,000 of these have passed through
Igdir and Etchmiadzin. He gives a most horrible description of
their condition, ravaged by disease, many of them starving. They
have been dying at the rate of at least 100 a day. Nothing could
be said in too high praise of the efforts which have been made to
cope locally with this hideous condition of things, but very much
larger supplies of medical comforts and of foodstuffs are needed
if the condition of the refugees is to be materially relieved.
“These are appalling facts, and I heartily concur in what fell
from the noble earl opposite when he stated that dreadful excesses such as these are not less revolting to Moslem subjects of his
Majesty in India and to enlightened Mussulman opinion everywhere than they are to ourselves. They are, of course, in no way
authorised by the precepts of Islam, and they will not be condoned by the judgement of Islam.”

Comment:
Action against the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire had
begun in April 1915 and was to continue in some degree
until 1922. This cannot but call to mind the plight of
refugees in our own day, and the excuse of religious motives
often given.

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2016
Palm Sunday – March 20
8.15am - Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45am - Family Eucharist
Followed by the Palm Sunday Procession at 10.45am
11.15am - Sung Eucharist
Missa super Osculetur me ~ Lassus
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday – 21 , 22 & 23 March
8.00am - The Eucharist (Wednesday 1 April only)
12.30pm - The Eucharist
7.00pm - The Eucharist
Maundy Thursday - 24 March
7.00 pm - Sung Eucharist
with the washing of feet, the stripping of the Sanctuary
and the Watch until Midnight
Missa Pange lingua ~ Josquin
O Salutaris Hostia ~ De la Rue
Good Friday – 25 March
10.00am - The Good Friday Story
(worship for all ages)
12.00pm - The Liturgy of Good Friday
Lamentations 1 ~ Tallis
Hear my Prayer ~ Purcell
Crucifixus à8 ~ Lotti
Holy Saturday - 26 March
8.00pm The Easter Liturgy
with the Service of Light and the First Eucharist of Easter
Missa super Hor le tue forze adopra ~ Anerio
Easter Day - 27 March
8.15am - Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45am - Family Eucharist
11.15am - Sung Eucharist
Missa in D, Op. 91 ~ Rinck
Osterhymne, Op. 134
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LENT DISCUSSION GROUP 2016 We will be reading and discussing a short
and very interesting book
The Joy of the Gospel by Paula Gooder
Monday, 15 February: 7.30pm in the Committee
Room and Wednesday , 17 February: 9.15am in the
Committee Room;
Monday, 22 February 7.30pm in the Committee
Room and Wednesday, 24 February: 9.15am in the
Committee Room;
Monday, 29 February: 7.30pm in the Committee
Room and Wednesday, 2 March: 9.15am in the Committee Room;
Monday, 7 March: 7.00pm in the Church and
Wednesday, 9 March: 9.15am in the Church;
Monday, 14 March: 7.00pm in the Committee Room
and Wednesday, 16 March: 9.15am in the Committee
Room;
Monday, 21 March: 7.00pm in the Committee Room
and Wednesday, 23 March: 9.15am in the Committee
Room;
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february calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column is
indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s.
You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even if you
are unable to join us here.
M 1
Tu 2
W 3

The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple (Candlemas)
Anskar, archbishop, missionary
865

Th 4
F 5
Sa 6
Su 7

Sunday before Lent

For the Parish

M 8

For peace, justice and reconciliation
For the parish staff

Tu 9
W 10

Ash Wednesday

For the holy observation
of Lent
For the PCC

Th 11
F 12

For our prayer board
requests
For local charities

Sa 13
Su 14
M 15

First Sunday of Lent

For the Parish
For the church in Eastern
Europe
For all who mourn

Janani Luwum, archbishop,
martyr, 1977

For all persecuted
Christians

Tu 16
W 17

For all preparing for
Confirmation
For St Peter’s CE
Primary School
For the church in Germany
and Denmark
For the lonely
For our prayer board
requests
For the Queen
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calendar contd
Th 18

For our MP and City
Councillors

F 19

For our prayer board
requests

Sa 20

For vocations to ministry

Su 21

Second Sunday of Lent

M 22

For the Parish

W 24

For the local emergency
services
For our steadfastness in the
faith
For the unemployed

Th 25

For prisoners of conscience

F 26

For our prayer board
requests
For poets

Tu 23

Sa 27
Su 28

Polycarp, bishop, martyr,
c155

George Herbert, Priest, Poet,
1633
Third Sunday of Lent

M 29

For the Parish
For the homeless

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now
be prayed at the 12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
23

colin stuart cullimore cbe, o st j, dl
died 22nd december 2015, aged 84.
Colin was born into a firm of family butchers and spent his professional life working in
this field, where he eventually became the highly
successful Managing Director of Dewhurst’s and
Director of External Affairs for the Vestey Group,
subsequently Master of the
Worshipful Company of
Butchers, plus a myriad of
other business interests.
His army career in the
Royal Scottish Fusiliers
led him to be seconded to
the Parachute Regiment where he served with distinction. He
was a robust speaker and defender of the meat trade and of the
historic role of the Armed Forces of our country. He was also
prophetic of the decline of independent butchers as the super
markets began to increase their market share of meat sales.
Above all, through all his work and service to the retail trade
and the army ran his faith in Our Lord and his conviction to
serve him in his daily life.
When Colin and his wife Kathy started to come to St Peter’s in
the early 1980’s, he rapidly became a wise and generous supporter of the parish and was a regular member of the Sunday congregation. When the fire at St Peter’s happened on 20th October
1987, Colin became an active member of the fund raising appeal
for £1,000,000 to supplement the insurance money needed to rebuild. On one famous occasion, Colin telephoned me on a Saturday morning to ask if I were free that evening to dine with him
24

and Kathy at the annual London Scottish Dinner. The guest of
honour was the Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie accompanied by his wife Rosalind, whom everyone knew as Lindy.
Robert had called Colin that morning to say that pressure of
work prevented him from attending the dinner but Lindy still
wished to be there. Colin asked me if I would escort Lindy in
place of Robert and I was able to comply. It was fortunate that I
already knew her and looked forward to a most enjoyable evening. In the event, Lindy decided it was a good occasion to ask
Colin for a donation for her charity founded to restore the gardens of Lambeth Palace and asked him for one during the dinner.
Colin responded positively on the condition that Lindy, who was
a distinguished amateur pianist, would give a recital for St Peter’s Appeal at Lambeth Palace. This she duly agreed to do and
subsequently a delightful fund raising evening was spent at Lambeth Palace, with Lindy giving a recital followed by supper for
the audience in the state rooms.
When Colin and Kathy retired to Lincolnshire, I informed the
Bishop of Grantham that they were doing so and recommended
Colin to him as “a knight on a white charger who loves Our Lord
and his Church”, suggesting that he be approached to help in the
Diocese of Lincoln. This message was relayed to the Bishop of
Lincoln who asked to see Colin, explained that the diocese was
living beyond its means, being ten per cent per annum in the red
for some years, eating into assets, and asked Colin if he would
chair the diocesan finance committee. Colin replied that he
would be glad to do so provided he was given a free hand. The
bishop agreed and Colin set to work, reforming the financial
structures of the diocese and visiting all the deanery synods to
explain his plans, gaining their confidence, so that within a couple of years he had turned a ten per cent deficit into a ten per cent
surplus. He was given permission to preach and later became
Chairman of the Lincoln Cathedral Council where he also reformed the finances, turning a deficit into a surplus.
In the last few years, his health became frail with chronic heart
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problems and he died in hospital last December. His wife Kathy
survives him. Their happy marriage lasted 63 years. Their son,
Jeremy, after a distinguished career in the Army and in business
was ordained and is now a parish priest in Lincoln. Jeremy was
confirmed by the Bishop of Fulham on the Sunday after the fire
at the Sung Eucharist held in the school hall, a sign of newness
of life after the shock of the fire on the previous Tuesday.
Colin was a wonderful Christian, devoted to Christ and his
Church, willing to go beyond the call of duty to serve them both,
by working for Christian standards in business as well as supporting the life of the Church, applying his business acumen to
the service of the Gospel. He was plain speaking but kind and
generous. When he spoke he did so in such a way that I for one
found illuminating. His intention was to help others to grasp issues more clearly and to make practical decisions to deal with
them. He was always careful to be positive.
We pray for Kathy and Jeremy and the grandsons, James and
Charles, in their sorrow and loss, that they may be sustained in
their faith by the victory of Christ over sin and death and we pray
for Colin that his faith be turned into sight of the risen Christ, his
hope fulfilled in the vision of God our Father and that his great
love for others, for God and for the Church be perfected through
God’s love in the joy of the resurrection life.
DESMOND TILLYER.
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saint for february
alentine, officially known as Saint Valentine of
Rome, is a third-century Roman saint commonly associated with romantic love.

Although not much of St. Valentine's life is reliably
known, and whether or not the stories involve two different
saints by the same name is also not officially decided, it is generally agreed that St. Valentine was martyred and then buried on
the Via Flaminia to the north of Rome.
In 1969, the Roman Catholic Church removed St. Valentine from
the General Roman Calendar, because so little is known about
him. However, the church still recognizes him as a saint.
According to the popular hagiographical identity, and what is
believed to be the first representation of St. Valentine, the Nuremberg Chronicle, St. Valentine was a Roman priest martyred
during the reign of Claudius. The Chronicle tells that St. Valentine was imprisoned for marrying Christian couples and aiding
Christians being persecuted by Claudius in Rome. Both acts
were considered serious crimes. A relationship between the saint
and emperor began to grow, until Valentine attempted to convince Claudius of Christianity. Claudius became enraged and
sentenced Valentine to death, commanding him to renounce his
faith or be beaten with clubs and beheaded. St. Valentine refused to renounce his faith, and was executed outside the Flaminian Gate on February 14, 269. However, other tales of St. Valentine's life claim he was executed either in the year 269, 270, 273
or 280.
The legends attributed to the mysterious saint are as inconsistent
as the actual identification of the man or date of his martyrdom.
One common story about St. Valentine is that at one point in his
life, as the former Bishop of Terni, Narnia and Amelia, he was
under house arrest in the jurisdiction of a judge, Asterius. While
discussing religion and faith with the judge, Valentine pledged
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the validity of Jesus. The judge immediately put Valentine and
his faith to the test. Valentine
was presented with the judge's
blind daughter and told to restore her sight. The judge
vowed to do anything for Valentine if he succeeded. Placing
his hands onto her eyes, Valentine restored the child's vision.
Judge Asterius was humbled
and obeyed Valentine's requests. Asterius broke all the
idols around his house, fasted
for three days and was baptized, along with his family and
entire household. The now
faithful judge then freed all of
his Christian prisoners.
Pope Julius I is said to have
built a church near Ponte Mole
in Valentine’s memory, which for a long time gave its name to
the gate now called Porta del Popolo, but formerly, Porta Valentini.
The romantic nature of Valentine's Day may have been acquired
during the Middle Ages, when it was believed that birds paired
in mid-February. According to English 18th-century antiquarians
Alban Butler and Francis Douce however, Valentine's Day was
probably created to overpower a pagan holiday, the Lupercalia.
Although the exact origin of the holiday is not widely agreed upon, it is widely recognized as a day for love, devotion and romance.
Whoever he was, Valentine did really exist, because archaeologists have unearthed a Roman catacomb and an ancient church
dedicated to St. Valentine. In 496 AD Pope Gelasius marked
February 14th as a celebration in honour of his martyrdom.
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Relics of St. Valentine can be found all over the world. A flower
-crowned skull of St. Valentine can be found in the Basilica of
Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Rome. In 1836, other relics were exhumed from the catacombs of Saint Hippolytus on the Via Tiburtina and were identified as Valentine's.
Other alleged relics were found in Prague in the Church of St
Peter and Paul at Vysehrad; in the parish church of St. Mary's
Assumption in Chelmno Poland; at the reliquary of Roquemaure
in France; in the Stephansdom in Vienna; in Balzan in Malta and
also in Blessed John Duns Scotus' church in the Gorbals area of
Glasgow, Scotland.
St. Valentine is the Patron Saint of affianced couples, bee keepers, engaged couples, epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy marriages, love, lovers, plague, travellers, and young people. He is
represented in pictures with birds and roses and his feast day
falls – as if you didn’t know - on February 14.
Comment:
The medieval connection between St Valentine's day and the choosing of
mates by birds in the central feature of Chaucer's "Parliament of
Fowls"("fowl"at the time was the normal word for any bird, with "bird"itself
rarer and usually used only for nestlings). It is a delightful jeu d'esprit,
with a personified Nature presiding over a discussion among the four
chambers of the bird parliament - noble birds (eagles and hawks), seedeaters. worm-eaters and water birds) about which of three suitor-eagles
a young female eagle should accept. The wooing of the eagles is in the
best tradition of courtly love, with long flowery speeches, while in this
hierarchical society, other classes of bird are made to wait their turn,
some of them whose wooing is more straightforward becoming
increasingly impatient. There is evidently little connection with any real
St Valentine in what is a celebration of the hope of spring and a gentle
satire on courtly customs but it is loosely-related things like this that
have kept the feast alive.

Saint chosen by Richard Carter and commented by Valerie Smith
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‘pLum TrEE’

Revd Ros, Mary and Jane selling Plum jam,
chutney and pickle made with plums from our
tree in aid of the Ramp Appeal
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eaton square concerts
With beautiful music from last season’s concerts still echoing in
our memories, we at Friends of Music and Ikon Arts Management are intensely engaged in realizing plans for our spring 2016
season, which promises to be even more exciting than last season. The outstanding quality of the artists and their programmes
scheduled for our 19th season are simply remarkable.
Fitzroy String Quartet
The spring 2016 season opens on Thursday 3rd March with this
year’s winner of the St Peter’s Prize awarded to the most accomplished and promising young string quartet studying at the Royal
Academy of Music. Formed in 2014 by four award winning musicians from across Europe, the quartet was accepted onto the
Academy’s prestigious Poznanski Scheme. They recently won
the Wolfe Wolfinssohn Quartet Competition and the 2015 Sir
John Bararolli Memorial Prize. Their programme will include
works by Mendelssohn, Beethoven and the strikingly beautiful
Bartok String Quartet No. 3. Already busy performing around
the United Kingdom, we are pleased to present this exciting and
highly regarded young ensemble. Their performance is sponsored by the Victoria Business Improvement District, which is a
long term supporter of Eaton Square Concerts.
London Bridge Trio
Originally formed in 2002 as the London Bridge Ensemble, the
trio is one of Britain’s most exciting and brilliant chamber
groups. They are widely recognized for their creative programming and outstanding performances, both in concert and in recordings. A critic wrote of a performance: ‘The rapture caused
the heart to race, while the intensity of expression set the lip aquiver…’ The ensemble’s delightful programme on Thursday
10th March opens with Haydn’s hugely popular ‘Gypsy Rondo’
Trio, and includes well-loved works by Schumann, his Piano
Trio No. 3, and Mendelssohn, Piano Trio No. 2. Those of us
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who were fortunate to have heard Tamsin Waley-Cohen in her
impressive debut appearance in the autumn 2014 season of Eaton
Square Concerts will not want to miss hearing her in the trio she
formed with her musical colleagues, Kate Gould (cello) and
Daniel Tong (piano). Their concert is sponsored by Grosvenor, a
major supporter for Friends of Music.
Choir of Clare College, Cambridge
On Thursday 17th March the renowned Clare College Choir
returns to our concert series with a performance sponsored by the
Kennedy Memorial Trust in celebration the 50th anniversary of
the first scholars sent by the Trust from Britain to study in the
United States. Fittingly the choir’s programme will include
works by American composers, Barber, Howells, Lauridson (O
Magnum Mysterium), and feature Leonard Berstein’s justly famous Chichester Psalms. Considered one of the leading university choral groups in the world, their concert in our series will be
one of the season’s highlights.
Jemma Rosefiled
For several years we have wanted to have the brilliant cellist appear in our series, and on Thursday 31st March Jemma Rosefield will finally perform at St Peter’s. She has variously been
described as ‘a mesmerising musical treasure’ (The Strad) and ‘a
phenominal talent’ (London Evening Standard). She is the winner of numerous prestigious prizes, among them, the Wigmore
Hall’s Pierre Founier Prize, Premier Prix Maurice Ravel in
France, and the Vice-Principal’s Special Prize at the Royal
Academy of Music, where she studied with David Stange, a
longstanding member of our congregation and a Director of
Friends of Music. She is accompanied on piano by the highly
regarded Tim Horton, who also collaborates with her in the internationally respected Leonore Piano Trio. They will play compositions by Beethoven, Strauss, Martinu and Brahms (the beloved
Cello Sonata No. 1 in E Minor, Op. 38).
Peter Donohoe
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Considered one of the foremost pianists of our time, Pete
Donohoe been acclaimed for his musicianship, stylistic versatility and commanding technique. He has built an extraordinary 40
year career, during which he worked with many of the world’s
greatest conductors and appeared with many of the world’s
greatest orchestras. He is also renowned both as a soloist and as a
keen chamber musician. We are thrilled to welcome Peter
Donohoe back to Eaton Square Concerts on Thursday 7th April,
when he will perform works by Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert
and Scriabin, in the final concert of our spring 2016 series. The
concert is supported by American Express.
The spring 2016 season will be filled with great music and exceptional performances. We hope that as members of our parish
you will avail yourselves of the exceptional pricing of £5 per
ticket (with children accompanied by an adult able to attend
without charge). To purchase tickets at the special St Peter’s
price, please utilize the code ESC092PA, when ordering by telephone (7288-6511) or via our website (www.eatonsquare concerts.org.uk), which is linked to the St Peter’s Eaton Square website.
Friends Programme
The most important ways to support Eaton Square Concerts is to
attend the concerts and to encourage and/or invite your friends
and family to enjoy the great music with you in the exceptional
acoustic and visually attractive venue that St Peter’s affords.
The size of our audiences continues to increase, and growth of
attendance is important, not only because our mission is to make
great music and musicians available in our community, but also
because supporters and potential sponsors of Friends of Music
and of our concerts need to ‘see’ that we are, in fact, successfully
achieving our goals. Praise for our concert series, now entering
their 10th year, and appreciation for what they have achieved in
our community and for St Peter’s profile in the community is, of
course, welcome. Of far greater meaning to Friends of Music,
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however, is that you attend the concerts and that you enjoy them
with friends and family.
There is another way that you can support Friends of Music and
our exceptional Eaton Square Concerts, namely, by becoming a
Friend. Even at the standard ticket prices of £18 for adult/£12
for concessions, we do not cover our costs, unless we have a paid
audience of over 200. As a result, the Friends Programme was
created to provide a means of supplementing the ticket receipts
with donations, on which Giftaid can be claimed. Especially in
light of the £5 ticket price available to St Peter’s parishioners, I
urge you to consider making a further donation to Friends of Music at St Peter’s Eaton Square Limited, the producer of the Eaton
Square Concerts. Application forms to become a Friend can be
found at the back of the church. Our agents at 728-6511 are
available to provide assistance, as are our service personnel at
our concerts.
I look forward to enjoying great music with you in our spring
2016 season of Eaton Square Concerts.

CARL ANTON MULLER, HON ARAM
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nativity play 2015
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recipe for february
Vegetable Shepherd’s Pie
with Sweet Potato Mash
Ingredients
1tbsp olive oil
1 large onion, halved and sliced
2 large carrots (500g/1lb 2 oz in total), cut into sugar-cube
size pieces
150g/5½oz chestnut mushrooms, roughly chopped
2 tbsp thyme chopped
200ml red wine
400g can chopped tomato
2 vegetable stock cubes
410g can green lentils
950g sweet potato, peeled and cut into chunks
25g butter
85g vegetarian mature cheddar cheese grated.
Method
1. Heat the oil in a frying pan, then fry the onion until golden.
Add the carrots and mushrooms and all but a sprinkling of
thyme. Pour in the wine, 150ml water and the tomatoes, then
sprinkle in the stock cubes and simmer for 10 minutes. Tip
the can of lentils, including the juice, then cover and simmer
for another 10 minutes until the carrots still have a bit of bite
and the lentils are pulpy.
2. Meanwhile, boil the sweet potatoes for 15 minutes until tender, drain well, then mash with the butter and season to taste.
Pile the lentil mixture into a pie dish, spoon the mash on top,
then sprinkle over the cheese and remaining thyme. The pie
can now be covered and chilled for 2 days, or frozen for up
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to a month.
3. Heat oven to 190°C/170°C fan/ gas 5. Cook for 20 minutes
if cooking straight away, or for 40 minutes from chilled, until
golden and hot all the way through.
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ROOM HIRE AT ST.PETER’S
Have you thought of hiring one of St Peter's rooms for your
business or social events?

The Parish Hall is an
excellent venue for receptions
and larger formal business
meetings. It is a carpeted area,
with a view down over the
church. There is a kitchen
with cooking facilities, hot
cupboard, fridge/freezer and
dishwasher.
The Meeting Room is suitable
for lectures and formal
meetings of a medium size.
There is a small kitchen, with
tea
and
coffee
making
facilities.

The Committee Room is ideal
for small formal or informal
meetings. It has tea and coffee
making facilities.

For more information, phone the Parish Administrator
weekday mornings on 020 7235 4482,
or email admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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VIRUS/SPYWARE REMOVAL
SLOW OR BOOT UP PROBLEMS
UPGRADE/INSTALLATION
WIRELESS NETWORKS
CABLE/BROADBAND
BACKUP
BUSINESS/HOME USERS
HOME/OFFICE VISITS
REMOTE SUPPORT
FAST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE
TEL: 020 7384 5444
MOB: 075 0586 2424
Email: justask@ask-nik.com

natashalaurels@gmail.com
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Assistant Priest
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priest
The Revd Ros Trafford-Roberts
020 7235 4482
Churchwardens
Jim Glen
020 7821 8671
Phil Clifton
07703 396 416
Hon. Treasurer
Katherine Stephens
k.stephens@me.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Valerie Smith
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
020 7235 4482
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
George Middleton
07949 678570
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
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Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge
P.C.C. Members
Nickie Aiken
Griselda Bourne
Richard Carter
Philip Clifton
Laura Cook
Philip Course
Charlie Craven
Elizabeth Da Silva
Rosa Da Silva
Andrew Dowden
Jim Glen
Ever Gutierrez
Sian Jarvis
Artemis Kassi
Russell Layton
Lydia Marshall-Bain
Laura Propert
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Carla Ritchie
Valerie Smith
Katherine Stephens
Graham Taylor
Charles Yankey
Peter Wilde
Nancy Wood

George Middleton
07949 678 570
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe
020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Andrew Scofield
07801 730 087
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Nickie Aiken
020 7834 2893
Sarah Byford
077738 282453
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Leslie Howard
020 8764 8364
Ted Jones
020 7834 7692
Lydia Marshall Bain
020 7582 0922

P.C.C. School Governors
Louisa Elder
020 8741 9440
Ted Gush
020 7730 0497
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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Foundation Parent School
Governors
Tony Evans
Frances Ramsey

Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486

School Headteacher
Nicola Cottier
020 7641 4230 (Fax: 020 7641 4235)

Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information

Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Laura Propert
020 7233 5103
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
Katherine Stephens
020 7793 8320
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877
* Also Diocesan Synod

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Children’s Advocate
Artemis Kassi
020 7932 0133

Rotas:
Family Eucharist Servers
Jim Glen
020 7821 8671
Family Eucharist Readers
Laura Propert
07831 434 680

Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Jim Glen

Family Eucharist Refreshments
Raana Khatabakhsh

Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Sung Eucharist Servers
Graham Taylor
07779 269 351

Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Katherine Stephens
Communications & Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis

Sung Eucharist Drinks
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055

Young Formation Group
Convenor:
Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Assistant Priest
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook
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Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
plus Wednesdays
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

7.30 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

