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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr

Bhoomi Puja
In the middle of October, Rachel and I will be going back to
India. We took a few days off in the Summer but saved most of
our holiday until now, as an opportunity to see another part of
India at another beautiful time of year. We will mostly be in
Gujarat, visiting the Rann of Kutch, and weaving and craft
projects in the villages beyond it. Geographically, this is on the
west coast, north of Mumbai and south of Rajasthan. Before we
go there, however, we will be visiting Saakshar in Delhi, to catch
up with our much loved families and children, but also to
celebrate a huge milestone in the life of our project: the purchase
of some land, on which we will build our own schoolrooms and
office on the corner of Nasirpur slum.
On Sunday the 14th of October we will be standing on the little
plot, 100 square yards of brown mud surrounded by a bumpy
street and slum lanes. We will be there to take part in the Bhumi
Puja. I have only just learnt what this means. Whenever a piece
of land is bought and a new building begun, Hindus perform a
ceremony with this name. Puja means offering, and Bhumi is a
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name given to the goddess in Hinduism, associated with the
earth. Bhumi is Mother Earth, but Mother Earth is also the
Goddess known by other names, or for those who see things that
way, simply a way of speaking about ‘God’. The ceremony seeks
the permission and blessing of God for the new structure and in
so doing, through the use of holy texts and symbolic action,
helps to conciliate the different energies surrounding us. Sort of
‘Bless this house’ and Feng Shui rolled into one, with Indian
snacks.
The purchase of this land is the culmination of a long and
frustrating experience of displacement and homelessness for the
first little school which Saakshar founded. Nasirpur slum is the
original place of our work, and the community in which the
greatest needs are concentrated. It still welcomes people in
moving from the countryside with no literacy and with
unschooled children, or people who are down on their luck after
accident or death has brought them to seek a cheap place to stay
in a tolerant community. Nasirpur slum is a marvel, but there is
no space within the slum itself which we could use, and so we
have rented rooms from more middle class people in surrounding
streets. A family may allow us (for rent) to use their two
downstairs rooms in the daytime, and then sleep there
themselves at night, but people with such houses to rent would
rather not fill them with slum kids. They also refuse to move
large and obstructive furniture and have found reasons to
increase the rent or ask us to leave. The school has had to
relocate about ten times in as many years. This is very disruptive
for everyone, and rents are rising steadily. So we decided to try
to find a good piece of land and I enthusiastically promised to
raise the money to buy it, so that we could build our own
schoolroom, and upstairs add a computer room, offices and
caretaker accommodation, so that we would no longer need to
rent office space either. Suddenly this year the perfect piece of
land became available, Saakshar in Delhi spent all its reserves on
putting down a deposit, and then through the generosity of one
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American supporter and his wife, who gave us £60,000 for the
project, the land was purchased. After our Bhumi Puja, the
ceremony of blessing, the design and building process will begin,
which I expect to take less than a year. The new Saakshar 1 on
the corner of the Nasirpur community will be a declaration of
commitment to these struggling people, and a constant reminder
as they enter and leave their homes of the need for education,
and the power it has to change the whole community as well as
the lives of the children growing up there. I hope we will have
more news of the building in the coming months, and if you
would like to make a contribution, small or large, to the cost of
it, please get in touch.
The generosity I have seen relating to this project has made me
think about our own needs here at St Peter’s. This year we will
be running a deficit, which has focussed my mind ahead of the
forthcoming Stewardship Sunday on 18th November. We have
several projects which are on hold as we wait for funding - the
much needed ramp, the redevelopment of our Meeting Room,
Committee Room and Welcome Room, and the recarpeting and
kitchen renewal for the Parish Hall, as well as other essential
repair work. All of this is currently without funding.
It costs over a thousand pounds a day to run St Peter’s, and a
large proportion of this has to come from each of us, the
members of the church. On Stewardship Sunday we will be
appealing for new members of the parish and church to join our
regular giving scheme, and asking everyone else to review their
own financial commitment to the life of St Peter’s. I hope that
everyone will respond enthusiastically as many have done in
recent years, but I would also like to ask if there may be some
among you who might be in a position to make bigger gifts, to
complete our own building projects here. If you could help,
please get in touch - we may not then hold a Bhumi Puja, but we
would certainly celebrate any act of generosity as a blessing
from God.
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The piece of land where we will build our own Saakshar
school and office, on the corner of Nasirpur slum. The brick
building shown will be demolished, and replaced with a three
or four floor construction. The slum begins just along the
lane on the right of the picture.
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from julie
Autumn is well underway and
it’s a good time to reflect on
what has been and what lies
ahead. And there are many
fun events in the coming
months at St Peter’s. Please
join us the morning of
Saturday the 27th of October
for our Hyde Halloween walk
when we will walk through
the park in costume to raise
funds for the Reeve’s Foundation. Saturday the 3rd of November
we will hold a quiz with wine and cheese tasting from 6-9 pm in
the parish hall. This will be a wonderful event to sample some
fine wine whilst enjoying a stimulating quiz. Children are also
invited and appropriate drinks and snacks will be available for
them. Our annual 24 hour retreat is the 9th and 10th of November
in Aylesford Priory. We will enjoy time of reflection, prayer,
quiet and fellowship. Everyone is encouraged to attend and for
more information please speak with Julie or Ralph.
A few weeks ago I prepared a sermon that reflects on what has
been whilst living in the hope of our future life in Christ. I
would like to now share this with you.
‘It has been three years since I first came to St Peters. Thinking
back on these three years made me a bit emotional. For, as I
have told many of you before, my job as Assistant Priest is the
best job I have ever had. And I think this is largely due to St
Peter’s vision to be a welcoming and inclusive church.
We seek to welcome others as Christ has welcomed us. It’s a
simple vision but not always an easy one. And yet, if we are
attentive to this vision we will see glimpses of hope all around
us. Allthough it may not seem like it on the surface, I think hope
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founded in the inclusive welcome of God is what today’s story of
Jesus and the Syrophoenician woman is all about.
A Gentile woman, an outsider in Jewish society, pleads with
Jesus to heal her daughter. But instead of healing the girl as we
might expect, Jesus says no, that healing a Gentile woman would
be like taking food from his children, the Jewish people, and
throwing it to the dogs. And the woman, not missing a beat says,
“even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Jesus,
impressed by the woman’s faith, seems to change his mind and
heals the girl.
I must admit this is not the easiest reading for a sermon;
For Jesus appears to be anything but welcoming.
And yet appearances can be deceiving.
So what does Jesus mean? How do we reconcile these harsh
words from Jesus with his Gospel of grace?
Some biblical scholars prefer to play down what Jesus says, to
soften his words. They think that this will somehow save his
reputation as the loving Son of God. Others believe that Jesus is
confronted with his own prejudice by the Syrophoenician
woman, that the woman’s faith changes his views and his mind
about outsiders. These interpretations have their good points,
but I think they both fall short of an explanation that takes
seriously both the identity of Jesus and his interaction with the
woman.
What strikes me about this story is that the woman is an outsider.
She knows it - Jesus knows it – everyone else knows it.
But that doesn’t stop her from speaking to Jesus…
And it doesn’t stop Jesus from taking her seriously. For he
knows she is revealing something very important about what it
means to belong.
Belonging is central to what it means to be human. We all need
to belong to experience a sense of wholeness in our lives.
Sometimes we find our sense of belonging in the most unlikely
of places and with the most unlikely people. And I think this is
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where James in his epistle is pointing us today.
If I had to choose a favourite Epistle it would be James. On the
surface it is practical and simple. And yet, as we dig deeper, his
letter is revealed as anything but straightforward. At certain
times throughout the history of the church the validity, even the
canonicity of James’ Epistle was questioned. And part of the
reason was because of its focus on justice and compassion. For
James’s words haven’t always fitted easily with the religious and
political motivation of the established church.
I think people were and are simply afraid of the implications of
what James is saying. I know I am. For a vision towards justice
and compassion calls us away from a life lived solely for our
own benefit to a life that is lived for the benefit of others. Living
compassionately with people affected by the complexities of
injustice is challenging. And yet the call to justice is central to
our faith. We cannot read much of the Bible without running
into it.
Look at today’s passage from Isaiah…
“God will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He
will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; The lame shall leap
like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy
To some ears these words sound harsh – but for others they are
words of salvation and healing. For James God’s justice is
intrinsic to what it means to have faith. And faith is what comes
alive in a person's life, when we awaken to the very reality of
God.
James does his best to rattle the assumption that wealth brings
value while poverty brings disdain.
He challenges the
favouritism embedded within society, then and now. And he
does this by calling his readers back to a central teaching of the
faith: "Love your neighbour as yourself" (2:8).
Last week my husband and I went on a short visit to St Andrews,
our first home in the UK. While we were there we met up with a
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friend who showed us much of what it means to love one’s
neighbour. Ivan and I met Alex selling the Big Issue outside the
local Tesco’s. Alex had many things stacked against him in life.
He grew up in difficult circumstances. Raised by his sisters, he
had little involvement from his parents in his growing-up years.
His education was minimal and his trusting nature caused him to
be taken advantage of by many.
All these factors contributed to Alex one day finding himself
homeless and alone. And yet he refused to let this stop him. He
made friends and, through these friends, discovered the Big
Issue. He applied and soon began selling the magazine on the
streets of St Andrews. These were difficult times for Alex. The
work was tiring and paid very little. And yet, through his good
nature and engaging personality, he soon became the talk of the
town.
From time to time my husband and I would buy a Big Issue. And
it didn’t take long before Alex became our friend. Looking back,
I don’t think we befriended him as much as he did us. His
friendly and open manner was contagious.
Alex liked to talk about God. He told of his personal experience
of faith, how God had saved him from the streets and was
guiding him towards a new life. Faith was real to Alex and his
confidence and love for God was an example to many. After
some time he was given a flat and found work with the Council
cleaning the public toilets, a job he is still doing today. Alex is
immensely proud of his job, proud of his journey from
homelessness to belonging. And, like the Syrophoenician
woman, I can imagine him saying to Jesus, ‘even those who
clean the toilets have a place at the table of God.’
The Syrophoenician woman spoke up to Jesus at a time when
women simply did not speak up. They were outsiders. And yet
she didn’t act like an outsider before Jesus. I think I know why:
The woman knew with whom she was speaking. And Jesus’
initial response is not what it seems on the surface. In meeting
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the woman in the reality of who she is before others, he throws
off the cultural prejudice and gives her the power to ask and the
freedom to receive.
The Syrophoenician woman, the poor in James’s community and
my friend Alex all have something in common. They are the
people through whom we encounter Jesus. For they are the very
tangible presence of God. Amen
I wish you all a blessed October and November.

HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT THE MAGAZINE
We have produced a short questionnaire
to find out what people like and dislike
about the magazine.
See the online Parish News for your
link to the survey.
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from matthew

The Virgin Mary and the Healing Power of Art
My favourite artwork I explored in my dissertation thesis was
Hugo van der Goes’ Adoration of the Shepherds, commissioned
for the hospital of S. Maria Nuova, Florence, in the fifteenth
century. With the painting positioned in the church attached to
the hospital, it offered consolation and healing to patients. The
Virgin Mary is clearly the central figure, a protector for the
infant Jesus who looks so vulnerable on the floor of the stable.
This particular hospital was an important centre for artistic
patronage in the city of Florence, and the depiction of a
vulnerable, though miraculously born, child in Hugo’s painting
fits perfectly with this medical environment. Mary represented
for pregnant women childbirth free from pain, a holy figure to
appeal to in their distress.
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Hugo van der Goes. (1476-79). The Adoration of the Shepherds.
[Oil on wood]. Galleria degli Uffizi, Florence. Image from:
https://www.wga.hu/support/viewer/z.html, accessed
01/10/2018

This painting has healing as its subject in every brushstroke. It
was not just meant for the patients of S. Maria Nuova, but for the
artist himself. Hugo suffered from depression, or “melancholy”,
and the traditional place to seek emotional healing was in a
monastery. Hugo was a monk for a time at the house of the Red
Cloister, in the forest of Soignes near Brussels. When the artist
suffered a “mental disturbance” in 1477, as a conversas
(speaking) brother of the monastery, the treatment was based on
the healing of King Saul. In 1 Samuel, an evil spirit disturbs the
wellbeing of the king and David, a skilled musician, is ordered to
soothe him with music from his harp (also called a lyre or
cithara). Perhaps the house of the Red Cloister lacked a good
harp player, because the same treatment did not work for the
poor artist. Instead, he turns to his own art, and this changes the
message of this painting dramatically.
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The Adoration of the Shepherds is the central panel of an
altarpiece, and the priest would have used it to conclude the mass
at the hospital’s church, with its depiction of the successful
incarnation. The strange thing is, this does not seem like an
occasion of joy for Mary in the painting. She looks at her newborn child with downcast eyes, and if there is a line from
scripture that is echoed here it is Luke 2:19: “But Mary kept all
these things, and pondered them in her heart” (KJV). In Luke,
Mary is pondering the good news told to the shepherds by an
angel, but in Hugo’s painting it is as if she is pondering his
future death. The mother’s dark blue dress falls across her body:
she is consumed by it, and it pools on the floor like spent tears.
The artist, then, accentuates the sorrow of Mary, rather than her
joy, something a critic of the painting also notices: “Mary was
burdened with foreknowledge of the reason for the appearance
and destiny of her son”. She is the “Mater Dolorosa”, the Virgin
of Sorrows, a famous image-type for Mary in Renaissance art.
Hugo van der Goes’ own emotional suffering is reflected in the
sorrowful gaze and dark blue dress of the Virgin Mary. The
weight of Jesus’ mission on Earth bears down upon the scene of
mother and child through the celebration of shepherds and angels
at the good news: “and the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it
was told unto them” (Luke 2:20, KJV). But is sadness so
discordant with joy and celebration? I do not think the artist
painted Mary in this way so as to undermine the glory of the
incarnation. He manages to paint a commission for a hospital
through his emotional pain, with notes of heavenly joy present in
the gold and red hues scattered throughout.
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The painting is a cathartic work for the artist, something we
might call “art therapy” today; its internal message, one of
healing, must have soothed souls in the hospital of S. Maria
Nuova in the fifteenth century. I like to think that the patients,
like the artist, drew strength from this sorrowful image of Mary,
surrounded by a legion of angels:
“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:12-14, KJV).

Faith Discussion Group - Dates for 2018
The Faith Discussion Group is a relaxed opportunity to
read the Bible together and discuss what it might mean
to us and for our lives. The meetings are all at 7.30pm
at the Vicarage and are open to everyone.
Dates for the year are:
October 15th - John Chapters 14 and 15
November 19th - Matthew Chapter 24
December - no meeting.
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readings for october
& november
Friday, 2 November:
All Souls’ Day
Lamentations 3: 17-26, 31-33
Romans 5: 5-11
John 5: 19-25

Sunday, 7 October:
Nineteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Harvest Festival
Genesis 8: 20-9.3
Matthew 6: 25-end
Mark 6: 25-33

Sunday, 4 November:
All Saints’ Sunday
Isaiah 25: 6-9
Revelation 21: 1-6a
John 11: 32-44

Sunday, 14 October:
Twentieth Sunday after
Trinity
Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15
Hebrews 4: 12-16
Mark 10: 17-31

Sunday, 11 November:
Remembrance Sunday
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10
Hebrews 9: 24-28
Mark 1: 14-20

Sunday, 21 October:
Twenty first Sunday after
Trinity
Isaiah 53: 4-12
Hebrews 5: 1-10
Mark 10: 35-45

Sunday, 18 November:
Stewardship Sunday
Genesis 36: 1-7
1 Timothy 6: 11-19
Luke 12: 13-21

Sunday, 28 October
Simon & Jude. Apostles
Isaiah 28: 14-16
Ephesians 2: 19-end
John 15: 17-end

Sunday, 25 November:
Christ the King
Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14
Revelation 1: 4b-8
John 18: 33-37
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from the magazine november 1918
st john the evangelist
The Reformation in England was not a
‘settlement’, but an ‘unsettlement’, of
religion. It was carried through in an
age of despotic government by violent,
unscrupulous, opinion and sometimes in
defiance of the popular will. Its course
was marked by wholesale destruction
and spoliation, by bloodshed and
torture,
by
burnings,
hangings,
beheadings, and disembowellings. Its
effect was to divide England into
warring and mutually hostile religious
camps, and the echoes of its
controversies have persisted even down
to the present time.
Yet the Reformation was, humanly speaking, inevitable, and it is
a shallow judgement which, identifying the occasion with the
cause, would regard the whole process of religious change as
having resulted, by a chapter of accidents, from the desire of a
childless King for an heir male of his body lawfully begotten.
It is not possible here to trace in detail the successive phases of
religious change through which the Church of England passed.
Speaking broadly it may be said the eventual outcome was that
while she retained in essentials the frame-work of Catholic
order, sacraments, and worship, she nevertheless tolerated, and
at times encouraged, a Protestant interpretation of her
formularies (which in certain particulars were deliberately so
worded as to be ambiguous), with the object of retaining within
her borders as large a proportion as possible of the English
people. Our concern in there articles is less with the religious
than with the politico-ecclesiastical aspects of the Reformation;
that is to say, with the effect of the various changes which were
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made upon the mutual relations of Church and State. It must be
remembered that the age was not an age of freedom but of
despotic government. The doctrine of authority held in men’s
minds an almost unchallenged sway. Just as, in the sphere of
religious thought, the idea of an infallible Church was discarded
by Protestants only to be replaced by the doctrine of an infallible
Book, so in the sphere of ecclesiastical government and
jurisdiction the tendency was to allow the authority of the
Sovereign Pontiff to be replaced by that of the Sovereign Prince.

Comment:

The First World War led to increased questioning in the
Church of England about the relations of Church and State
and this was the theme of a series of articles, from one of
which the above extract is taken, by the Revd A.EJ.
Rawlinson who was with St John’s earlier in 1918. This
article, on the Reformation, is clearly from a High Anglican
perspective and reflects a move from the ordinary
assumption that the Reformation was indisputably “a good
thing”. Recent books by Eamon Duffy, like “The Stripping
of the Altars” and the more focused “Voices of Morebath”,
do bear out the contention that the changes brought about in
the Reformation were indeed frequently “in advance of
public opinion and sometimes in defiance of popular will”.
The conclusion of the article draws attention to the effect
both on worship and organisation of the spirit of the age in
the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
17

picture for october

Edward the Confessor
King of England
1042-1066

A scene from the Bayeux Tapestry
The Bayeux Tapestry tells the story, in pictures ,of the events
leading up to and including the Battle of Hastings on October
14, 1066. The story is told from the Norman point of view. ... It
is called the Bayeux Tapestry because it has been kept at
Bayeux in France probably ever since it was made.
18
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BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the
Book Club is on Monday
29 October at 7.00pm at the
Bawtree’s house, 25 Hugh Street.
The book is
‘According to Mark’
by Penelope Lively
All are welcome.

BOOK CLUB
A further meeting of the
Book Club has been arranged for
Friday, 7 December at 7.00pm
at 54 Chester Row.
The book is
‘Gentleman in Moscow’
by Amor Towles
All are welcome.
20
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october calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
M

1

For the Eaton Square Concerts

Tu 2

For the work of The Passage

W

3

Th

4

For our local police and fire
service
For the ministry of Franciscan
brothers and sisters

F

5

S

6

Su 7
M

Francis of Assisi, Friar,
Founder of the Friars Minor,
12 26

William Tyndale, translator,
martyr, 1536
Harvest Festival

8

For our Prayer Board
Requests
For Biblical scholarship
For the Parish
For St Peter’s School
Governors
For St Peter’s Poppets

Tu 9

Denys, Bishop of Paris, and
his Companions, Martyrs

W 10

Paulinus, bishop, missionary,
644

For the bishops of the church

Th 11

Ethelburga, Abbess of
Barking, 675
Wilfred of Ripon, Bishop,
Missionary, 709
Edward the Confessor, King,
1066
Twentieth Sunday after
Trinity
Teresa of Avila, Teacher of
the Faith, 1582

For spiritual directors

F

12

Sa 13
Su 14
M

15
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For our Prayer Board
Requests
For the PCC’s subcommittees & working parties
For the Parish
For our Churchwardens

calendar contd
Tu 16

For all engaged in medical
research

W 17

Ignatius, Bishop, Martyr c 107

For Amnesty International

Th 18

Luke the Evangelist

For the Church’s ministry of
healing

F

Henry Martyn, Translator of the
Scriptures, Missionary in India
and Persia, 1812

For our Prayer Board Requests

19

Sa 20
Su 21
M

For the Christians of India,
Pakistan, Iran and Iraq
SS Simon and Jude

For the Parish

22

For all who have married at St
Peter’s

Tu 23

For the parishes in the Deanery

W 24

For good inter-faith relations

Th 25

For refugees

F

26

Alfred the Great, King of the
West Saxons, Scholar, 899

Sa 27

For our Prayer Board Requests
For all in authority

Su 28

Simon and Jude, Apostles

For the Parish

M 29

James Hannington, Bishop of
Eastern Equatorial Africa,
Martyr in Uganda, 1885

For the Church in Uganda

Tu 30
W 31

St Peter’s Primary School
Martin Luther, 1546

For Westminster City School

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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saint for the autumn

L

uke the Evangelist (Latin: Lūcās, Greek: Λουκᾶς,
Loukãs, Hebrew: ,לוקאסLūqās, Aramaic: ,לוקאLūqā')
is one of the Four Evangelists—the four traditionally
ascribed authors of the canonical Gospels. The early
church fathers ascribed to him authorship of both the Gospel of
Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, which would mean Luke
contributed over a quarter of the text of the New Testament,
more than any other author.
He has been identified with St. Paul's ‘Luke, the beloved
physician’ (Colossians
4:14). As well as St
Paul, Eusebius, St
Jerome, St Irenaeus
and Caius, a secondcentury writer, all refer
to Luke as a physician.
We know few other
facts about Luke's life.
It is believed that he
was born a Greek and
a Gentile. St Paul in
Colossians
10-14
speaks of those friends who are with him. He first mentions all
those ‘of the circumcision’ - in other words, Jews - and he does
not include Luke in this group. Luke's gospel shows special
sensitivity to evangelizing Gentiles. It is only in his gospel that
we hear the parable of the Good Samaritan, that we hear Jesus
praising the faith of Gentiles such as the widow of Zarephath and
Naaman the Syrian (Lk.4:25-27), and that we hear the story of
the one grateful leper who is a Samaritan (Lk.17:11-19).
According to Eusebius Luke was born at Antioch in Syria.
We have to go to Acts to follow the trail of Luke's Christian
ministry. We know nothing about his conversion, but looking at
24

the language of Acts we can see where he joined St Paul. The
story of the Acts is written in the third person, as an historian
recording facts, up until the sixteenth chapter. In Acts 16:8-9 we
hear of Paul's company: ‘So, passing by Mysia, they went down
to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man
of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 'Come over to
Macedonia and help us.'‘ Then suddenly in 16:10 ‘they’ becomes
‘we’: ‘When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to
cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us
to proclaim the good news to them.’
So Luke first joined Paul's company at Troas at about the year 51
and accompanied him into Macedonia where they travelled first
to Samothrace, Neapolis, and finally Philippi. Luke then
switches back to the third person which seems to indicate he was
not thrown into prison with Paul and that when Paul left Philippi
Luke stayed behind to encourage the Church there. Seven years
passed before Paul returned to the area on his third missionary
journey. In Acts 20:5, the switch to ‘we’ tells us that Luke has
left Philippi to rejoin Paul in Troas in 58 where they first met.
They travelled together through Miletus, Tyre, Caesarea, to
Jerusalem.
Luke is the loyal comrade who stays with Paul when he is
imprisoned in Rome about the year 61: ‘Epaphras, my fellow
prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, and so do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers’ (Philemon
24). And after everyone else deserts Paul in his final
imprisonment and sufferings, it is Luke who remains with Paul
to the end: ‘Only Luke is with me’ (2 Timothy 4:11).
Luke's inspiration and information for his Gospel and Acts came
from his close association with Paul and his companions as he
explains in his introduction to the Gospel: ‘Since many have
undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that
have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us
by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word, I too decided, after investigating everything
25

carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you,
most excellent Theophilus’ (Luke 1:1-3).
Luke's unique perspective on Jesus can be seen in the six
miracles and eighteen parables not found in the other Gospels.
Luke's is the Gospel of the poor and of social justice. He is the
one who tells the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man who
ignored him. Luke is the one who uses ‘Blessed are the poor’
instead of ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’ in the beatitudes. Only
in Luke's gospel do we hear Mary 's Magnificat, where she
proclaims that God ‘has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with
good things, and sent the rich away empty’ (Luke 1:52-53).
Luke also seems to have a special connection with the women in
Jesus' life, especially Mary. It is only in Luke's gospel that we
hear the story of the Annunciation, Mary's visit to Elizabeth
including the Magnificat, the Presentation, and the story of Jesus'
disappearance in Jerusalem. It is Luke whom we have to thank
for the Scriptural parts of the Hail Mary: ‘Hail Mary full of
grace’ spoken at the Annunciation and ‘Blessed are you and
blessed is the fruit of your womb Jesus’ spoken by her cousin
Elizabeth.
Forgiveness and God's mercy to sinners is also of first
importance to Luke. Only in Luke do we hear the story of the
Prodigal Son welcomed back by the overjoyed father. Only in
Luke do we hear the story of the forgiven woman disrupting the
feast by washing Jesus's feet with her tears. Throughout Luke's
gospel, Jesus takes the side of the sinner who wants to return to
God's mercy.
Reading Luke's gospel gives us a sense of the author as one who
loved the poor, who wanted the door to God's kingdom opened
to all, who respected women, and who saw hope in God's mercy
for everyone.
Christian tradition, starting from the 8th century, has it that he
was the first icon painter. He is said to have painted pictures of
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the Virgin Mary and Child, in particular the Hodegetria image in
Constantinople (now lost). Starting from the 11th century a
number of painted images were venerated as his autograph
works, including for example, the Black Madonna of
Częstochowa and Our Lady of Vladimir. He was also said to
have painted SS Peter and Paul, and to have illustrated a gospel
book with a full cycle of miniatures.
Late mediaeval Guilds of St Luke in the cities of late mediaeval
Europe, especially Flanders, or the ‘Accademia di San
Luca’ (Academy of Saint Luke) in Rome—imitated in many
other European cities during the 16th century—gathered together
and protected painters. The tradition of St Luke as an icon
painter also has support from the St Thomas Christians of India
who claim to still have one of the Theotokos icons that St Luke
painted and which St Thomas brought to India.
In traditional depictions such as paintings, evangelist portraits
and church mosaics, St Luke is often accompanied by an ox or
bull, usually having wings. Sometimes only the symbol is
shown, especially when in a combination of those of all Four
Evangelists.
The reports of Luke's life after Paul's death are conflicting. Some
early writers claim he was martyred, others say he lived a long
life. Some say he preached in Greece, others in Gaul. The
earliest tradition we have says that he died in Boeotia at the age
of 84 after settling in Greece to write his Gospel.
In 1992, the then Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Ieronymos of
Thebes and Levathia (the current Archbishop of Athens and All
Greece) requested from Bishop Antonio Mattiazzo of Padua the
return of ‘a significant fragment of the relics of St. Luke to be
placed on the site where the holy tomb of the Evangelist is
located and venerated today’. This prompted a scientific
investigation of the relics in Padua, and by numerous lines of
empirical evidence (archeological analyses of the Tomb in
Thebes and the Reliquary of Padua, anatomical analyses of the
remains, Carbon-14 dating, comparison with the purported skull
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of the Evangelist located in Prague) it was confirmed that these
were the remains of an individual of Syrian descent who died
between 416 BC and AD 72. The Bishop of Padua then delivered
to Metropolitan Ieronymos the rib of St Luke that would have
been closest to his heart, to be kept at his tomb in Thebes.
Thus, the relics of Saint Luke are divided as follows:
The body, in the Abbey of Santa Giustina in Padua;
The head, in the St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague;
A rib, at his tomb in Thebes.
The major Christian denominations venerate him as St Luke the
Evangelist and as a patron saint of artists, physicians, bachelors,
surgeons, students and butchers; his feast day is on 18 October.
Comment:
“St Luke’s little summer”, traditionally a period of calm and
pleasant weather falling between 18 and 28 October marks
Luke out as a saint for autumn. His reputation as a physician
has resulted in his being the patron of hospitals and health
centres, including St Luke’s Hospital (now Healthcare) for the
Clergy in London, which long predated the NHS and which for
a time received a small donation from our Christmas Charity
collections. St Luke’s more general popularity is shown in the
numerous dedications of parish churches to him; there are over
240 Church of England churches so dedicated. His calling as a
physician is reflected in the tenderness in his gospel for the
weak and it is easy to see how the vivid sketches of people and
places in both his gospel and in the Acts of the Apostles have
contributed to his reputation as a painter, or rather as a writer
of icons.

Saint chosen by Richard Carter and commented by Valerie Smith
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parish news

August began with the delivery of a new photocopier, which
looks and functions exactly the same as the last one, with a very
modest speed increase, and a small reduction in cost. The
kingdom of God is built (in part) upon efficient organisation!
The carpet in the Parish Hall was cleaned, much to the
appreciation of our Poppets parents and carers, and we
celebrated two baptisms during our Sunday services. September
saw the church return to normal activity, as the children went
back to school in their new classes or moved on to new schools
entirely. We held a Barbecue for new members of the Youth
Group and welcomed there many who left St Peter’s School in
the summer at the end of year 6 and were keen to meet up with
old friends and swap stories of the start of secondary education.
On Sunday the 2nd of September the Trinidad and Tobago
community came to St Peter’s for their annual Independence Day
celebration, and filled the building with wonderful music and
praise, as they brought together different religious traditions
from the island for a truly interfaith celebration. The steel band
which plays at this event is always the highlight for me.
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Then as the school term began at St Peter’s we welcomed new
members of the school staff, and Fr Ralph led them all in prayer
for the new school year. Our school continues to thrive, and this
year has completed the programme of expansion which began
five or six years ago, with the opening of a second year 6 class,
so that the school now has two forms in every year group, and
pupil numbers are now consistently over 300. Both Revd Julie
and Fr Ralph accompanied Headteacher Miles Ridley on a visit
to Sayer’s Croft activity centre early in September, to join our
year 6 pupils on part of their activity week away.
On September 9th about 30 people from St Peter’s travelled to
Salisbury to celebrate with Fr Nicholas Papadopoulos, as he was
licensed as Dean of Salisbury. It was a moving occasion, and we
pray for him in his new ministry, and pray for his family too.
Canon Jim Walters, the Chaplain of the LSE, was our guest
preacher at the Sung Eucharist on Sunday the 16th September.
He spoke of the church’s mission and outreach in times of
change, and we were delighted that he was able to contribute to
the variety and depth of preaching at that service.
Revd Julie led a small group of parishioners on a weekend retreat
in Nyon, Switzerland, joining Phil and a Ever and some of their
local church for prayer and recreation, which was enjoyed by
all. The Faith Group also met in September and will be meeting
again in the next two months.
The Eaton Square concerts then began at the start of October,
and offer a sparkling variety and quality of performances in the
coming weeks. On a different note, roof repairs took place at the
start of October too, with slates and flashing being renewed
across the rear sections of the building in readiness for the winter
weather.
Our Harvest Festival celebration took place on the 7th of
October (two days after the whole of St Peter’s School were here
for their celebration), and in glorious sunshine we enjoyed an
excellent parish lunch on the portico, which brought together
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people who attend our different Sunday services. We were
grateful to all who made it such a success. The enormous
quantity of food and toiletries donated were collected by the
Passage to support their work with the homeless. Fr Ralph also
led the celebration of Harvest Festival for Eaton House School
on the 10th of October.
Fr Ralph and Rachel will be away for the last two weeks of
October, on holiday in Gujarat, and visiting the Saakshar project
in Delhi. Meanwhile, on the 27th of October the parish “Hyde
Halloween” walk will take place to raise money for the Reeve
Foundation.
November promises to be a busy month for church activities. On
Friday 2nd of November there will a mass for All Souls Day, on
Saturday the 3rd we will welcome members of the church and
their friends to a social event Cheese and Wine tasting and Quiz
in the Parish Hall, and a day later on All Saints Sunday we will
host an exhibition of artwork on behalf of our refugee contacts
and Housing Justice. On Tuesday the 6th of November many of
us will celebrate with David Armstrong as he becomes Vicar of
St Botolph’s without Bishopsgate, and on Friday the 9th and
10th the Parish retreat will take place at Aylesford Priory. On
Remembrance Sunday, 11th November, we will mark the day in
the customary way, and the following Sunday, November the
18th, will be our Stewardship Sunday.
The other major news this month is that we said a sad goodbye to
George Middleton our Verger, after six years of service at St
Peter’s. We thanked George for his dedication and efficiency as
he moves to a part-time role at St Cyprian’s, Clarence Gate. We
will be seeking to appoint his successor in the coming days.
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spiritual reflections
Welcome to our series of accessible spiritual reflections, based
on the weekly passages set by the Church of England Lectionary.
We will be starting with the Bible readings for four festival
Sundays: 4th November, All Saints; 11th November,
Remembrance; 18th November, Stewardship; 25th November,
Christ the King.
What are they?
They are meant to be accessible, which means easy to follow
and understand while still being thought provoking. Our
spiritual reflections will give a brief description of the festival,
followed by a sonnet and a few thoughts on the readings chosen
by the Church for that day. They will close with a painting or
photo that we think reveals something about the written passages
we are exploring.
How can I access the Church of England lectionary?
To see weekly readings, please follow this link: http://
almanac.oremus.org/lectionary/2018.html
You can download the readings to align with your electronic
diary by selecting which ones you are interested in and then
clicking “outlook ical file” or “Apple calendar/Google calendar”.
Or you can download the CofE Lectionary app on your device
(link also provides information on printed books if you prefer a
paper copy): https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/features/lectionary
Which version of the Bible does St. Peter’s Church use?
At St Peter’s we use a version of the Bible called the New
Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha. You can access bible
passages with this translation online at: http://bible.oremus.org/
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How do we write the reflections?
We use commentaries, which are written to help us explain,
explore and understand Scripture. Commentaries are available
from the Parish Library, bookshops or online via several
websites including Bible Gateway. Two commentaries that cover
the whole of Scripture are: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible
edited by James Dunn and John Rogerson and The Oxford Bible
Commentary edited by John Barton and John Muddiman. Both
are easily available second hand.
We hope this is useful information and that you will enjoy the
reflections on the Sunday readings.
JUDITH RICHARDSON

from the registers
BAPTISM
12 August

-

Johanna Lourdes Taylor Burge

19 August

-

Alexander Andriamihaja

9 September -

Imogen Newman
Zachary Newman
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november calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Th 1

All Saints’ Day

For holiness of life

F

All Souls’ Day

Of Requiem

Sa 3

Richard Hooker (1600)

Su 4

All Saints’ Sunday

For the Church of
England
For the Parish

2

M 5
Tu 6
W

7

Th 8
F

9

Sa 10
Su 11

William Temple, Archbishop of
Canterbury, Teacher of the Faith,
1944
Willibrord of York, Bishop,
Apostle of Frisia, 739
The Saints and Martyrs of
England
Margery Kempe, Mystic, c.1440
Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome,
Teacher of the Faith, 461
Remembrance Sunday

For all who work in
Parliament
For communities shaped
by the gospel
For retreat houses and
leaders
For courageous witness to
the faith
For our Prayer Board
Requests
For prayerfulness
For the Parish

M 12

For all victims of war

Tu 13

For Christian leaders

W 14

Samuel Seabury, first Anglican
Bishop in North America, 1796

For the Clergy of the Two
Cities
For the Middle East

Margaret, Queen of Scotland,
Philanthropist, Reformer of the
Church, 1093

For our Prayer Board
Requests

Th 15
F

16
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calendar contd
Sa 17

Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln

For USPG

Su 18

The Second Sunday before
Advent Stewardship Sunday

For the Parish and its
financial wellbeing

M 19

Mechtild, Béguine of
Madgeburg, Mystic, 1280

For spiritual joy

Tu 20

Edmund, King of the East
Angles, Martyr, 870

For the Zacchaeus 2000 Trust
(Z2K)

Th 22

Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, c. 230

For LDBS and church schools
in London
For our choirs and musicians

F

Clement, Bishop of Rome,
Martyr, c. 100

W 21

23

Sa 24
Su 25

For our Prayer Board requests
For persecuted Christians

Christ the King

For the Parish

M 26

For the homeless

Tu 27

For the parish staff

W 28

For all who work or live in the
Parish
For mission

Th 29
F 30

Day of Intercession and
Thanksgiving for the
Missionary Work of the Church
Andrew the Apostle

For the Mission to Seamen

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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picture for november

Malcolm III greeting Margaret at
her arrival in Scotland - detail of a mural
by Victorian artist William Hole

St Margaret of Scotland 1045-November 1093 also known as
Margaret of Wessex was an English princess, she married
King Malcolm III of Scotland, becoming Queen of Scots.
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welcome parties our ministries with refugees
By mid 2016, the delivering of Welcome Boxes to refugees newly
arrived in London had got well underway. However, the visitors
were finding that a brief visit, sometimes only ten minutes on a
doorstep, was a less than satisfactory way of offering friendship
together with support if required. Richard then had the very good
idea that we should invite the people we had visited to some sort of
social event on our “home ground” and so a pre-Christmas party
was held in Reverend Julie’s flat in December 2016.
It proved so successful that others have followed and in 2017 there
were three, at Easter time and again at Christmas with a picnic in
July. This was held in Eaton Square Gardens on a lovely Sunday
afternoon with the usual proviso “if wet, in the hall”! We have
already held three parties this year with a barbecue planned for the
end of August.
A difficulty has been to find out how many guests were to be
expected as it does not seem to be a universal custom to reply to
invitations however formal. Happily, such a large amount of lovely
food has always been provided by the home team that our guests
often go home with “party bags” of the fragments that remain.
At one party Ever gave a demonstration of how to make guacamole
and once we had a singer. Tommie from Housing Justice has
attended too.
We have always invited the host families as well but so far no one
has come. It is a good opportunity to ask how much progress has
been made in the obtaining of papers but the answers are usually
depressing. However, the guests seem to enjoy meeting one another
as well as us and hopefully new friendships have been formed. The
parties have given a more family feel to the visiting scheme, with
some newcomers attending the May Fair and the Barn Dance as
well.
ANN BAWTREE
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may fair 2019
Every two years the whole congregation comes together for the
May Fair. Many of the you will have helped before, but we still
need as many as possible to get involved to make it a tremendous
success.
As I expect you all know by now, the next May Fair is on
Saturday 11th May 2019, from 12 - 4pm.
This fair is held every 2 years and is our major fundraiser,
usually taking in the region of £12,000 to 15,000. Seeing we
collect most of that money in the 4 hours that the fair is open,
gives a fair idea of how large and well attended it is.
For those of you that have not been involved before, you may not
know what it’s all about.
The church is cleared of pews and is filled with stalls, the
grounds take on a very different appearance with a fire engine,
police horses, cafe, and the obligatory bouncy castle. We also
hope to have the Vauxhall City Farm complete with 2 alpacas as
well as other animals to pet.
it’s a great way of getting involved in the community and
meeting other parishioners. To make the fair work we need 150
volunteers- at least - to assist in a variety of ways, in advance, on
the day, baking cakes, and masses of help in the general
organisation.
It would be a great help if you could let us know what you would
like to do
I can help in planning and organising
I am willing to run a stall
I am willing to assist on a stall
I can donate a prize for the raffle
I can help set up and sort donations before the day
I can help with the set up and clear away
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But most important of all - please come to our first meeting on
Thursday 29th November in the Parish Hall at 7pm. This
applies to all the old hands as well, so we can encourage the new
ones on board.
Please contact me on:
may-fair@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
I look forward to seeing you all then.
MARY DRUMMOND
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recipes for autumn
Squash, Ricotta & Sage Pasta Bake
Ingredients
1 butternut squash, weighing about
1 kg, chopped into chunks
2 tbsp olive oil
200ml tub crème fraȋche
50g parmesan, finely grated
250g tub ricotta
Small bunch of sage leaves,
half chopped, half left whole
12 sheets fresh lasagne
Method
1. Heat the oven to 220C/fan 220C/gas 7. Toss the squash
together with the olive oil in a roasting tin. Roast the squash
for 30 minutes until soft and golden. While the squash is
roasting, mix the crème fraȋche with half the Parmesan, then
set aside.
2. When squash is ready, leave to cool slightly, then peel the
skin away from the flesh. In a separate bowl, beat the ricotta
with the chopped sage and remaining Parmesan and fold
through the squash with some seasoning, trying not to break
it up too much.
3. Assemble the bake by spreading a little of the crème fraȋche
over a gratin dish. Then lay some of the lasagne sheets over
and splodge some of the ricotta and squash mix over the
pasta with some more crème fraȋche. Use all the ricotta mix
to fill the bake, but make sure you keep some crème fraȋche
for the top. Finally, spread the crème fraȋche over the top
layer of lasagne, then scatter with the whole sage leaves.
Bake for 25 minutes until bubbling and golden, then serve
cut into squares.
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Pear & Blackberry Crumbles
Ingredients
700g (or 4 large) ripe English pears, peeled and cubed
100g golden granulated sugar
250g black berries
200g plain flour
100g unsalted butter, cold, cut into small pieces
85g shelled pistachio, roughly chopped
100g Demerara sugar
Method
1. Heat oven to 190C/fan 170C/ gas 5. Place the pears in a
medium size pan, add the granulated sugar and cook on a
medium heat until the fruit starts to soften and releases its
juices, about 10 minutes. Add thr blackberries and bring
back to the boil, then remove from the heat. Spoon the fruity
mixture into 4 individual ovenproof ramekins, or I large
baking dish.
2. Place the flour, butter and a pinch of salt in a large bowl and
rub together with your fingers until the mixture resembles
coarse breadcrumbs. Add the pistachios and demerara sugar,
then stir to combine.
3. Sprinkle crumble evenly over the cooked fruit. Bake for 2025 minutes if small or 40 minutes if large, until golden.
Remove from the oven, cool slightly, then serve with ice
cream, if you like.
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eaton square concerts
Preparations for the 24th season in our continuing series are virtually
complete. We continue to schedule outstanding musicians playing
beautiful and interesting music for our growing audiences, and we are
excited by the prospects for the coming season.
Natalie Clein, cello
Marianna Shirinyan, piano
The distinguished British cellist will open the Autumn 2018 Season on
Thursday 4th October with an all-Beethoven programme featuring his
first three Cello Sonatas and the Variations for Cello and Piano in F
major on ‘Ein Maedchen oder Weibchen’, Op. 66. Since winning both
the BBC Young Musician of the Year and the Eurovision Competition
for Young Musicians in Warsaw, Natalie Clein has built a brilliant
career, performing regularly at major venues and with orchestras
worldwide to critical acclaim. Her playing has been praised for its
“astonishing range of colours…and wide variety of expressive styles
(Gramophone Magazine). She is joined by Armenian born pianist
Marianna Shirinyan, who is one of the most creative and sought after
soloists and chamber musician on stage today. We are extremely
pleased to be able to present Natalie Clein, with whom we have been
trying to arrange a concert for several years. Her recital could well be
one of the high points of our season, and one not to be missed.
Leonore Piano Trio
This outstanding ensemble will perform on Thursday 11th October,
when they will play:
Haydn’s Piano Trio in E-flat major Hob KV 29; Parry’s Piano Trio No.
1 in E minor; and, Beethoven’s Piano Trio n B-flat major Op. 97
‘Archduke’.
The Leonore Piano Trio brings together three
internationally acclaimed artists (Benjamin Navarro, violin, Gemma
Rosefield, cello, and Tim Horton, piano), whose performances together
have been highly praised since the trio’s formation in 2012.
Gramophone Magazine has written: “…Hard to imagine a greater
empathy…. The Leonores play with glorious affection and security”.
The concert marks the 100th Anniversary of Hubert Parry’s death (7th
October 1918) with his first piano trio, noted for “its lyrical
composition” and “highly appealing melody”. Those of us who recall
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the wonderful concert two years ago by Jemma Rosefield and Tim
Horten, will not want to miss hearing them again. For others the
opportunity to hear the ‘Archduke’ performed by the remarkable
Leonore Piano Trio will be the signal attraction.
Janina Fialkowska, piano
Beloved the world over for her exquisite pianism, Janina Fialkowska
has enchanted audiences for more than thirty years with her glorious
sound, her sterling musicianship and her profound sense of musical
integrity. She is particularly distinguished as one of the great
interpreters of the piano works of Chopin, some of which (Ballade No.
2 in F major, Op. 38, three Mazurkas , Op. 50, and Fantasie in F
minor, Op. 49), will be featured in her return to our series. The
evening will also include: Mozart’s Piano Sonata No. 8 in A minor, K.
310; Schumann’s Fantasiestueck Op. 12; and, Ravel’s Jeux d’eau. Her
first appearance in Eaton Square Concerts was simply unforgettable,
and we are looking forward to her return to our stage on Thursday
25th October with great anticipation and affection.
Czigany Quartet
The St Peter’s 2018 Prize winners return on Thursday 1st November
for the second of the prize concerts. The programme features: Haydn’s
String Quartet No. 1 in G major, Op.77; Beethoven’s String Quartet
No. 1 in F major, Op. 18; and, the wonderful Brahms String Quartet
No. 1 in C minor, Op. 51. The quartet’s St. Peter’s Prize concert in our
Spring 2018 season only a few months after the ensemble had been
formed in November 2017 was remarkable with a splendid
performance of the Debussy String Quartet. We are excited to hear the
progress the group has achieved in the intervening months. As
impressive as their debut was, the return of the Czigany Quartet
promises to be even more rewarding.
Vasari Singers
On Thursday 8th November the Vasari Singers, one of London’s
leading choirs recognized widely for its virtuosity, versatility and
variety of performances, returns with an exciting programme: ‘The
Instrumental Choir’, which explores famous orchestral works, such as,
Pachelbel’s Canon, Barber’s Adagop for strings, and Elgar’s Nimrod
in arrangements for the choir. The ensemble under the direction of
Jeremy Backhouse hasachieved considerable acclaim for performing
with passion and sensitivity. In this concert the Vasaris build upon
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their reputation for the originality and diversity of their repertoire. In
their past concerts in our series the Vasari Singers have never failed to
impress and delight.
Quiroga Quartet
On Thursday 15th November the Quiroga Quartet, one of Spain’s
most highly regarded string ensembles, will perform a concert of:
Arriaga’s String Quartet No.1 in D minor; Halffter’s String Quartet
No. 9 (‘In Memoriam: Miguel de Cervantes’; and, Ginastera’s Quartet
No. 1, Op. 20. Although relatively unknown in the UK, the quartet has
performed to acclaim throughout the world and has been highly
praised for its recordings. A review in The Strad read: “ a beautiful
tone combined with an unblemished technique…. The sound quality
and balance between instruments (are) admirable…every detail in the
score is faithfully produced….” H. E. The Ambassador of Spain is
Patron of the concert, which is co-produced with Instituto Cervantes
and ILAMS (Iberian and Latin American Music Society). The concert
offers an opportunity to hear a superb Spanish string quartet
performing important works rarely heard in the UK. It is an event not
to be missed.
Canterbury Cathedral Girls’ Choir
The season’s finale on 22nd November 2018 will present the young
and talented ensemble initially formed at Canterbury Cathedral in 2014
to sing in Evensong. The group has since participated in other
significant events in the cathedral, and have made two highly praised
recordings: Christmas with the Canterbury Cathedral Girls’ Choir
(Decca) and Great Cathedral Anthems (Signum) in collaboration with
the men’s choir. The Girls’ Choir has also appeared on television and
radio. BBC Music Magazine noted: “The sound created … is bright
and smoothly blended, with excellent articulation and dynamic detail”.
The programme will feature works by French, German and English
composers ranging from the 17th through the 20th centuries and
featuring pieces by Bach, Britten, Couperin, and Quilter, as well as,
Benjamin and Coward. The concert promises to be a joyful end to the
season.
Friends Programme
Our Programme continues to grow slowly. It is our hope that
membership will eventually become a meaningful source of financial
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support for the activities of Friends of Music. If you are not already a
Member, I urge you to support Friends of Music by becoming a
Member.
Parishioners of St Peter’s pay only £5 per concert with no charge for
children, which hardly covers pro-rata share of the cost. It is also a
steep reduction from what the general public pays (£18 for standard
and £12 for concessions). The price of a ticket also includes a glass of
fine wine offered by Jeroboams. The ‘price/value proposition’ of
Eaton Square Concerts has to be one of the outstanding bargains in all
of London.
We do not want to raise the price for members of the St Peter’s
congregation, nor do we want to limit the number of tickets we make
available to individuals who are not able to afford the standard ticket
price. Therefore, we ask that you become a Member in the
Programme, which offers some attractive advantages. There are
application forms on the table at the rear of our church next to the
Visitors’ Register. Please join us. We need your help to continue to
build upon our success as a premier cultural institution in Belgravia
offering great music and outstanding performances for all.
Looking Forward
Our Board and our co-producer Ikon Arts Management are preparing a
three-year strategic plan, which will define the scope and pace of our
development in the future. Appreciating that it will be very difficult to
scale the heights achieved in our last season, which was the most
successful season we have enjoyed since inception, we are preparing
some very exciting developments for our audiences. The first small
step has already been taken with the expansion of our autumn season
to seven concerts. We shall be working closely with our Vicar and St
Peter’s PCC to make sure our plans can be sensibly implemented and
are fully supported by our congregation.
We will make
announcements, as decisions are taken, with the hope to begin
meaningful implementation of our plans with the coming season.
All of us at Friends of Music are extremely grateful for the support that
the members of St Peter’s provide Eaton Square Concerts. We could
not continue with our wonderful concerts without your attendance and
donations. Thank you.
CARL ANTON MULLER HON ARAM
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com

Assistant Priest
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Pastoral Assistant
Matthew Butler
matthew@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge

Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb.Ron Swan
The Revd Preb. Tony Kyriakides
The Revd Simon Walsh

P.C.C. Members
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Mary Drummond
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Claire Glen
Jim Glen
Jake Goedhuis
James Gourlay
John Hilary
Raana Khatabakhsh
Jacqueline Ladds
Christopher Maguire
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson

Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob2@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
TBA

Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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Lydia Marshall Bain
020 7582 0922
George Middleton
07949 678 570
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe
020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Andrew Scofield
07801 730 087
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Nickie Aiken
020 7834 2893
Sarah Byford
077738 282453
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Leslie Howard
020 8764 8364
Ted Jones
020 7834 7692
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson

Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764

Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod

Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist Servers
Laura Cook
07775 331 456

Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Family Eucharist Welcomers,
Readers and Intercessors
Laura Propert
07831 434 680

Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Family Eucharist Refreshments
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650

Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen
Communications & Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis
Young Formation Group
Convenor: the Assistant Priest

Sung Eucharist Welcomers
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Sung Eucharist Servers and
Intercessors
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055

Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook
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Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL

www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
COVER:
The field mouse on the cover is from one of our sets of green
vestments. Green is the liturgical colour for "ordinary time"and as there is
quite a lot of this, we have two sets. The set with the harvest theme is used
after the summer until Advent. It is decorated with ears of wheat and grapes,
representing the Eucharist, and with poppies and other life connected with a
growing field: field mice, spiders and butterflies. Other symbols on the
harvest vestments reflect the eternity and infinitude of God. These and the
other sets of vestments used at St Peter's were designed after the fire of 1987
by Caroline Davis, after a series of discussions with the then Vicar, Fr Tillyer
about what would reflect both the liturgical seasons and the atmosphere of
the rebuilt church. VAS

