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from the vicar
The New Priest Missioner,
and Multi Faith Worship
Four years ago we had the good fortune
and wisdom to appoint Revd Julie as
our Assistant Priest, and we are
delighted that she will be continuing to
work at St Peter’s for the foreseeable
future. The role as we advertised it
reflected the way her predecessor, Mark
Lowther had fulfilled the role, and his
leadership of the parish through two periods of interregnum.
Looking at the job description we used in 2015, I can see how
much Julie has developed the role and made it her own, through
a stable period of church life and growth. With this in mind, and
in recognition of all that she does with our church’s outreach and
mission programmes, we discussed earlier in the year the
possibility of changing her job title to reflect the nature of the
role today. Both Julie and I agreed that the title ‘Priest
Missioner’ was the most appropriate way to describe her work,
and as this is an established title both in parish and cathedral
contexts we proposed this to the PCC at their last meeting, and to
Bishop Sarah. Now, with everyone’s agreement, we have
rewritten the description of the Priest Missioner’s role and I am
happy to announce that Julie’s change in title will take place with
effect from the first of September. We warmly congratulate her
on this change, which gives recognition to the enormously
important outreach work which St Peter’s helps to encourage mission and outreach done by each of you through your work
and your charity involvements, outreach through many charities
which we support as a church, and outreach which we undertake
ourselves through involvement with the AA, Welcome Boxes
and wider community. We hope that Julie will continue to
encourage us to make the love of Christ known in action as well
as in prayer.
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One of the events which has happened at St Peter’s each year
over the years but which might be little known by our
congregation is the Multi Faith Celebration for the Royal College
of Defence Studies. Each July, St Peter’s is filled to bursting as
over a hundred military officers from over fifty countries attend
the service at St Peter’s, along with their families. The service
marks the end of their course and year of study at the RCDS on
Belgrave Square, just within the northern edge of our parish. The
officers on the course come from very diverse communities,
from China and the USA, Germany, Israel, Russia, Mexico,
Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka, France and Australia, Nigeria and
Bulgaria, UK, South Africa and many more. Some of these
countries may have considered one another enemies in the recent
past, so the peace and trust building potential of this year of
shared study is incalculable. They were joined at St Peter’s by
government and shadow ministers from both sides of the House
of Commons and Lords with responsibility for defence, who
have also participated in the course at different points. In July the
end of the academic year means new postings for those who
graduate as lifelong members of the RCDS - to run an army base
in Norther India, to plan French naval deployments, to direct
activities of the Sri Lankan navy on patrol against piracy, and
many more. For me the strategic value of the year is fascinating,
but the significance of this
act of worship is of
enormous importance too.
With representatives of
almost all the world faiths,
it includes readings from
the Hebrew Bible, the
Koran, the Bhagavad Gita,
from Confucius, from the
Shinto tradition, the Guru
Granth Sahib, and the
Christian scriptures, read
by members of armed
forces who are practicing
followers of those faiths.
We sing three hymns
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(carefully chosen and based mostly on the psalms) and I lead the
prayers, which focus on the importance of compassion, service to
our fellow men and women and the recognition of our shared
humanity. The service has slowly evolved over the time I have
been at St Peter’s and this year we made sure that all our gender
references were inclusive, and that the final blessing would be
meaningful for all, without specifically Christian references. If
you share my inclusive intention and hopes for the church’s
engagement with the world, you will not be surprised that we do
this at St Peter’s. I am dedicated to offering Christian worship
with clearly trinitarian theological references and distinctively
Christian teaching, but I also firmly believe that we should also
engage in worship with people of other faiths - worship which is
truly inclusive and respectful, and not on our terms. Such
worship celebrates the faith in God we share, and the
commitment to love and justice we hold in common, rather than
the differences which occur between and within our faiths. Yet it
seems that there are few churches where a service like this can
take place. All the more reason, I think for us to keep on
welcoming people of other faith to St Peter’s on splendid
occasions such as this.
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from julie
As I write I am preparing for
a holiday and family visit to
California. It will be lovely
to reconnect, to rest and to
reflect on these past months
of life at St Peter’s. And
there are a number of
highlights on which to reflect.
We enjoyed a wonderful
parish patronal picnic and
walk in aid of Redthread. A
big thank you to Matthew for
organising a fun and successful walk and to Laura, Lucy and
others for a wonderful picnic! The children’s choir had a joyful
and successful term culminating with a lively party in the parish
hall. The Poppets continues to flourish as we look forward to a
summer of fun together. We enjoyed the end of year production
and services celebrating and sending off year 6 into their exiting
new stage of life. We will miss them at St Peter’s school but
look forward to seeing them in the youth group from September.
The welcome box group enjoyed a fun and tasty barbecue with
our refugee friends. Thank you again to Matthew for his
masterful barbecuing skills!
I am mindful that, when I return from holiday, Matthew will be
getting ready to move on to his next job as Family Ministry
Coordinator at St Marlybone Parish Church. I cannot begin to
express what a joy it has been working with Matt these past two
years. His involvement in the Poppets, school, youth group,
welcome boxes and virtually every area of ministry has been a
gift to me and to many others. I have appreciated his thoughtful,
engaging and compassionate presence. He has been an
exceptional pastoral assistant and will be greatly missed! St
Marlybone Parish church is blessed to have him and we look
forward to all that God has for him. Matthew’s final service is
the 18th of August where we will give him a suitable send off. If
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you would like to contribute to Matt’s gift please give your
donation to Fr Ralph or myself.
Another highlight from this past month has been the celebration
of Jacqui’s ordination as priest and her service here at St Peter’s.
I have not known Jacquie long but I feel privileged to be her
colleague in ministry. And, as I said in my recent sermon for
Jacqui’s first Eucharist, we have a few things in common. We
are both of course women and priests. We have both journeyed
through a range of theological views and expressions of faith.
We both value the unity and diversity of the church. And I
suspect, we both, at one time or another, have wondered, ‘How
have I become a priest in the Church of England.’ And this
question has a simple answer… it has to do with God and the
surprising way he works in the lives of his people… And God
calls us all into a new and exciting life with him. So what then
does it mean to be called by God? It is, after all, quite a bold
thing to claim.
Rowan Williams speaks about calling in relational terms. God,
he says, ‘does not see us as a group of workers ready and waiting
to do his bidding… But God sees and calls us as ourselves.’
God’s call is firstly an invitation to relationship irrespective of
our personal holiness or abilities. We do not need to earn his
favour. He simply wants us to be with him. And secondly, what
we are called to do flows from this relationship, from our
identity as beloved by God.
In the parishes where Jacqui has served her ministry as an
ordained woman was not always valued and yet she continued to
serve the church in a variety of ways. She has run toddler
groups, choirs and youth clubs. She founded a Mothers’ Union
chapter, ran Confirmation courses and led a ministry in a local
women’s shelter. She has led bible studies, prayer groups, and
pilgrimages. And yet, as important as these things are, it is not
the activities of ministry that define Jacqui’s calling. Her call to
be a deacon, a servant, remains – but now she is moving in a new
direction where she is called to reflect the presence of God in a
particular and special way. And our role as a church is to
welcome, encourage and receive her ministry as she begins her
life as a priest…
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In my sermon I ended with the poem ‘The Call’ by George
Herbert and I thought it appropriate to share it again here.
“The Call
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life :
Such a Way, as gives us breath :
Such a Truth, as ends all strife :
And such a Life, as killeth death.
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength :
Such a Light, as shows a feast :
Such a Feast, as mends in length :
Such a Strength, as makes his guest.
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart :
Such a Joy, as none can move :
Such a Love, as none can part :
Such a Heart, as joyes in love. !
George Herbert
The call to new life, light and joy is what we seek to embrace at
St Peter’s. And one of the ways we do this is by encouraging the
integration of our faith with the practicalities of life, our work,
our family and our community involvement. This is what is
meant when we talk about God’s call in our lives and it is also
what St Peter’s Transformation or Outreach Group is seeking to
do. And for me personally this call to mission forms an integral
part of my calling as priest. For together we support the work of
charities including our regular support of Saakshar, providing
education to children living in the slums in Delhi. We embrace
our call to diversity and welcome through Welcome Boxes, our
befriending ministry with asylum seekers and refugees. And we
encourage new creative ideas on ways we can share God’s love
and inclusivity in our community, such as collecting items for
the local Food Bank or singing Christmas carols and giving away
mince pies in Victoria station. New people and creative ideas are
always welcome! And finally, the Transformation Group is
there to encourage and highlight the ways you are a sign of the
light of God in your community. It is my hope that we will
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expand and enliven this aspect of our life together as we grow in
the knowledge and love of God.
Have a lovely and blessed summer,

Faith Discussion Group - Dates for 2019
The Faith Discussion Group is a relaxed opportunity to read the
Bible readings together and discuss their meanings for us and
how they relate to our own experience. The meetings are all at
7.30pm at the Vicarage and are open to everyone.
Dates for the year are:
Monday 16 September
Monday 21 October
Monday 18 November
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the book club
The book club meets monthly at either Phoebe Hilary’s house, 54
Chester Square or with David and Ann Bawtree, 25 Hugh Street. We
meet at seven and spend about an hour talking about that month’s book
over a glass of wine. Then we discuss what to read next. Everyone is
free to suggest a title and as you see, we like variety! We are a small
group by some standards, sometimes only half a dozen of us, although
several others come whenever they can. Here are some of the books
we have read.
The Essex Serpent
by Sarah Perry
A Florence Diary
by Diana Athill
Eleanor of Aquitaine
by Alison Weir
The Spanish Ambassador’s Suitcase
by Matthew Paris and
Andre Bryson
The Old Man and the Sea
by Ernest Hemmingway
Conclave
by Robert Harris
South Wind Through the Kitchen
by Elizabeth David
A Fortunate Life
by AB Facey
Winston Churchill’s Toyshop
by Stuart MacRae
Gaudy Night
by Dorothy L. Sayers
Acts and Omissions
by Catherine Fox
Blink
by Malcolm Gladwell
Once There was a War
by John Steinbeck
Mapp and Lucia
by E F Benson
Ann Bawtree

The Book Club (020 7259 0486)
The next Book Club meeting is fixed for
Wednesday,
28 August at 7.00pm at
54 Chester Row
The book is
“Finn Family Moomintroll”
by Tove Jansson
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from matthew
Growing in Faith
As I am leaving St. Peter’s soon,
I’ve been thinking about my faith
and what’s different about it now
compared to when I first arrived in
August 2017. I remember sitting in
Ralph’s office, during my first
week, and discussing this very
subject. I said to Ralph that my
faith had always been quite a
private thing – something I studied
at university, ruminated and
reflected upon, but had rarely
shared. His response has, I think, framed my experience at St.
Peter’s. He said that I would have to get used to sharing it as a
Pastoral Assistant! I would like to think I have tried my best to
do this, not only through giving sermons but through all the
things I have been a part of at this wonderful church.
One of the most electric experiences has been giving interactive
sermons at the Family Eucharist. Preparing for this, I would have
an idea in my head, a way of acting out a Bible story, only to
have it come alive when involving the children in church. My
first sermon was on Genesis 28: 10-18, otherwise known as the
story of Jacob’s ladder. I asked the children present to stand in a
line, flapping their arms like wings as a literal ladder of angels.
They then had to pass a message from heaven down the line to
Jacob, whose dream had conjured up this ladder ascending to
God. I wanted an adult to read what was written in the silver
envelope (I’d gone all out for my first talk and bought special
ones from Rymans!) and a brave volunteer raised his hand to be
the voice of God: “I am with you and will watch over you
wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not
leave you until I have done what I have promised you” (Genesis
28: 15). These words of the Lord to Jacob spoke to me at a time
when I was embarking on a new adventure myself, and with any
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new undertaking there is both excitement and trepidation. From
my talk two years ago, I said: “And he’s telling all of us this, that
God is there for us even when we’re scared, when we’re running
away and when we feel like nothing good can possibly happen –
just like Jacob, who is running away from his brother and from
his home”.
Ralph’s response that I need to get used to sharing my faith has
meant coming to terms with being uncertain about it at times. A
piece of inspiration and something that helped me to do this is
Meg Barker’s book Rewriting the Rules. Barker reflects on how
we can overcome ways of functioning that hold us back: “I
wonder if the best gift that we could give to other people would
be to show them a little of our own anxiety and insecurity, so
that they wouldn’t have this fiction to compare themselves
against” (14). Over my time here I have occasionally been asked,
when discerning what God is “calling me” to do: What is the
Good News for you? What is Jesus’ message? I honestly think
that, for me, this is it: that God works with us through our
insecurities. It is something Paul picks up on by comparing the
faith we have in Jesus to holding treasure in “jars of clay”: “we
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not destroyed”. This essential part of the gospel has helped me
not only grow in faith but has also helped me to share it, because
by sharing our faith in Jesus we help others to feel valued and
loved amidst the trials of life.
Making others feel valued is something I think the community at
St. Peter’s Church does very well, and I feel blessed to have been
part of it. One way it does this is through charitable outreach,
particularly I think through the Welcome Boxes. As part of this
outreach, I remember going to meet an asylum seeker for the
first time with our past churchwarden, Phil. I remember being
wary at first, unsure what to say or how to help. But it was the
young man we were visiting who put us at our ease with his
natural friendliness, and by sharing his story and what he has
been through. Over the following two years I have often felt
humbled by the faith of the refugees and asylum seekers I have
met, many of whom wait years for a decision regarding their
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leave to remain in the UK. The Welcome Parties, usually hosted
in Revd Julie’s flat, have been occasions for joy and celebration
– with people singing, eating together and talking about things
they enjoy. I recently operated a barbecue on the portico, and I
think this particular summer party was one of our most well
attended yet.
I am moving on to be the Families Ministry Lead at St.
Marylebone Parish Church. This would not have been possible
without the rewarding two years I have spent at St. Peter’s. The
families who come to this church, through Poppets, the Family
Eucharist, the school and/or our fundraising events, have
encouraged my own faith in Jesus. It has been amazing watching
involvement at the Family Eucharist grow, particularly in the
special activities we have on feast days. It has also been moving
to see, week after week, individuals setting up the refreshments
after the service. The first St. Peter’s online reflection, written by
Judith and myself for the Festival of All Saints, included
Malcolm Guite’s A Last Beatitude and the lines: “the faithful
servers on the coffee rota/the ones who hold no candle, bell or
book/but keep the books and tally up the quota”. The people who
serve so steadfastly in the background have encouraged me to
keep finding new ways of getting involved as a Pastoral
Assistant. The reflections have definitely taken a lot of
background work, but they’ve helped my own understanding of
the lessons each Sunday. It has been a fun challenge to find
pictures for the reflections each week, but worth it to think back
on paintings seen or photographs taken and discover them in a
new light.
Finally, there are some people to mention. I feel I have grown in
faith through the spiritual guidance of Fr Ron. He has been my
spiritual director while I’ve called this church home, and has
kindly lent me books and given his time to pray with me and
discuss what’s been on my mind. Attending the midday mass
with Ron presiding most Mondays has helped me gather my
strength for the week ahead. I would like to use this space to
thank him for his wisdom, support and friendship. I will really
miss working with Revd Julie and Fr Ralph, who have helped me
grow in faith through their own example, through seeing them
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care for this church and the people who come here. I wish to
thank them for providing me with more leadership opportunities
this year, which has included leading the Youth Group with
Sammie. Thank you Sammie for being a real Children’s
Champion, for always being on hand, from taking the group out
for activities to setting up games in the Parish Hall – I’ve really
appreciated your energy and positivity. It has been great fun
working in the office with Olivia, Susan and Valerie, who since I
started have helped me learn the ropes and made me feel
welcome. At Poppets I have had the pleasure of working
alongside Carole, Fiona and Ann. I pray that this lovely group,
which has given toddlers and their parents/carers a space to have
fun and get to know one another, will continue to go from
strength to strength. And I can’t sign-off this article without
mentioning our verger Callum, who has inspired me by his own
passion for serving at St. Peter’s and who is making a real
difference. It has been great working alongside him, from
changing light bulbs to working out new ways of doing things
and ensuring this church is a welcoming place for everybody.
Being given the chance to express my faith in Jesus as part of
this church community has been one of the best experiences of
my life, and I thank you all for a truly memorable two years.
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mass tourism
Bristol

Envisioning the city of Bristol, thoughts of a cathedral are not
the first which spring to mind. To the fore come exploration,
trade, education. The city grew out of iron age hill forts and
Roman villas built at the confluence of the rivers Avon and
Frome, receiving city status in 1020.
The Venetian navigator, John Cabot, set sail from Bristol to
Newfoundland in 1497 and from his experiences, trade routes
developed, including the notorious slave trade.
There is also the highly regarded Bristol University, which
received its Royal Charter in 1909, developed from the several
academic institutions already present in the city.
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The Cathedral has its roots in an Augustinian Abbey founded in
about 1140 by Robert Fitzharding. Of the original building only
the 1160 Romanesque chapter house remains but by 1298 there
stood a fine medieval hall church, meaning that its two side
aisles are the same height at the nave.
The impressive height of the three
ceilings immediately give a feeling of
airy spaciousness.
After the dissolution of the monasteries
in 1539 although the building became a
cathedral in 1542 there was a long wait
until its incomplete nave was finished in
the 1860s. All was worked in
sympathetic Gothic revival style using
the palest stone. The whole interior, with
its elaborate vaulting and intricate choir
screen, gives an impression of delicacy
and light.
Eucharist on the fourth Sunday of Easter
proceeded in a comfortable, well ordered familiar manner, with
due ceremony and excellent music. There was opportunity to
admire and ponder upon the characters depicted in the newest
stained-glass windows. They pay tribute to the many civilians
who gave service to the community during WW2. Amongst
many they include nurses, firefighters, the Home Guard, Air
Raid Wardens, the Police, a fitting twenty-first century comment
on the story of this fine city.
Ann Bawtree

15

picture for august

William and Catherine Booth
Founders of the Salvation Army

“ Some men’s ambition is art.
Some men’s ambition is fame.
Some men’s ambition is gold
My ambition is the souls of men.”
William Booth, 1904
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readings for august
& september
Sunday, 1 September:
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Ecclesiasticus 10: 12-18
Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16
Luke 14: 1, 7-14
Sunday, 8 September: Twelfth
Sunday after Trinity
Deuteronomy 30: 15-20
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14: 25-33
Sunday, 15 September:
Thirteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Exodus 32: 7-14
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Luke 15: 1-10
Sunday, 22 September:
Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Amos 8: 4-7
1 Timothy 2: 1-7
Luke 16: 1-13
Sunday, 29 September:
Michael and All Angels
Genesis 28: 10-17
Revelation 12: 7-12
John 1: 47-51

Sunday, 4 August: Seventh
Sunday after Trinity
Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 12-14. 2:18
-23
Colossians 3: 1-11
Luke 12: 13-21
Sunday, 11 August: Eighth
Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 15: 1-6
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16
Luke 12: 32-40
Sunday, 18 August: Ninth
Sunday after Trinity
Jeremiah 23: 23-29
Hebrews 11: 29-12:2
Luke 12: 49-56
Sunday, 25 August: Tenth
Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 58: 9b-14
Hebrews 12: 18-29
Luke 13: 10-17
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august calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Th 1
F

2

Sa

3

Su

4

M

5

Tu 6
W

7

Th

8

F

9

Sa 10
Su 11

The Seventh Sunday after
Trinity
Oswald, King of Northumbria,
Martyr, 642
The Transfiguration of Our
Lord
John Mason Neale, Priest,
Hymn Writer, 1866
Dominic, Priest, Founder of
the Order of Preachers, 1221
Mary Sumner, Founder of the
Mothers’ Union, 1921
Laurence, Deacon, Martyr at
Rome, 258
The Eighth Sunday after
Trinity

M 12
Tu 13
W 14
Th 15
F

For tourists who visit the
parish
For our Prayer Board
requests
For the business of the
parish
For the Parish
For Christians in leadership
and government
For our discernment of
God’s glory in our midst
For beauty in worship
For the ministry of
preachers
For our Prayer Board
requests
For the MU worldwide
For the Parish
For simplicity of life

Octavia Hill, Social Reformer,
1912
Maximilian Kolbe, Friar,
Martyr, 1941
The Blessed Virgin Mary
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For social justice
For our pursuit of truth
In thanksgiving for Mary the
God-bearer
For our Prayer Board
requests

calendar contd
Sa 17
Su 18

For St Peter’s staff
The Ninth Sunday after
Trinity

M 19
Tu 20

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux,
Teacher of the Faith, 1153

W 21

F 23
Sa 24

Bartholomew the Apostle

Su 25

The Tenth Sunday after
Trinity

M 26

W 28
Th 29
F 30
Sa 31

For those who hire our parish
rooms
For Cistercian communities
For our armed forces serving
overseas
For good inter-faith relations

Th 22

Tu 27

For the Parish

For our Prayer Board
Requests
For Z2K
For the Parish
For our discipleship

Monica, mother of Augustine of
Hippo, 387
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo,
Teacher of the Faith, 430
The Beheading of John the
Baptist
John Bunyan, Spiritual Writer,
1688
Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne,
Missionary, 651

For pilgrimage
For a deeper knowledge of
God
For prisoners of conscience
For our Prayer Board requests
For the life of prayer

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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parish news
For the clergy at St Peter’s the
months of June and July simply
flew past. On Sunday the 2nd of
June Revd Julie preached at St
Paul’s Cathedral in their main
Sunday Eucharist and then on
Tuesday the 4th, Fr Ralph and
Revd Julie were both at St Paul’s,
along with Matthew and Judith and
all our young confirmation
candidates, who were given a
fascinating tour of the building,
including a climb all the way up to
the viewing gallery on top of the dome, before sharing pizza
together at Pizza Express across the road. It was a fitting end to
the confirmation course. Then on Thursday the adults being
confirmed met at another pizza restaurant for a meal to celebrate
the end of their course too. The Confirmation Service itself on
Sunday 9th June was a deeply moving occasion. Bishop Sarah
presided, and the church was filled with members of the
congregation, family and friends, who were also treated to
delicious refreshments on the portico afterwards. We
congratulate the 13 children and four adults who were
confirmed.
The evening before the Confirmation there was a concert in the
church by the Purcell Singers, and our own dedicated young
singers in the children’s choir met weekly on Friday afternoons
throughout these two months too. On Wednesday the 12th,
children from Year 2 at St Peter’s School entertained their fellow
students and families with an assembly in church about all they
have been learning.
There was a good attendance for the PCC on Thursday 13th
June, and on Saturday the church doors were open for a concert
of music by Parry, Wesley and Rutter by the St Paul’s
Knightsbridge Festival Choir. On Sunday the 16th, Ari and
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Audrey McCombie were baptised at the Family Eucharist and
our Westminster Amnesty Group came and gave information to
our congregation on the portico after both the main services - a
well established and valued ‘Amnes-tea’.
The Faith Discussion Group met on 17th June, and on 22nd July,
with a dozen people on each occasion discussing Spirituality in
June and the Virgin Mary in July. Revd Simon Walsh celebrated
the lunchtime Mass on the feast of Corpus Christi on Thursday
the 20th of June, and that evening the church was filled again for
a concert by the London Oratory School. On Sunday 23rd June
our children went to the Parish Hall during the Family Eucharist
to make paper fish, ready for our Patronal Festival celebration
the following weekend. On Tuesday 25th we welcomed the
children of Eaton House School and the following day we
welcomed all of St Peter’s School and many parents for our
Early Years First Stage (Reception) children’s assembly,
showcasing their learning over the year. On Thursday 26th Fr
Ralph attended a service for all members of Year 6 leaving
church schools in Westminster - this annual event at St
Margaret’s celebrates the time they have spent in their respective
schools and prepares them for bigger things to come. The
following day our school celebrated the feast of St Peter in
church at their Friday Mass, and also marked Green for Grenfell
Day.
The celebration of the Feast of St Peter took place over two days
this year, with a sponsored walk in Hyde Park raising money for
the charity Redthread Youth Limited, followed by a Patronal
Picnic in Eaton Square Gardens on Saturday the 29th. Then on
Sunday the 30th of June we celebrated our Patronal Festival in
church, with beautiful music, and flowers at the base of our
statues provided by Kay Simon in memory of her parents. The
same afternoon a large number of our congregation went to
Stoke Newington to support Revd Jacqui Miller at her ordination
to the priesthood, and then the following Sunday we enjoyed her
celebration of her first mass at St Peter’s. At that service we
presented her with a portable communion set, and welcomed her
formally to serve as a licensed priest at our church.
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We welcomed Eaton House School to the church for their end of
year celebration on Monday 1st and then Tuesday 9th July. On
Saturday the 6th the church was filled again for a concert
performed by the Maiastra Quartet, and on Sunday the 7th we
were pleased to welcome Kathy Childress from Christian Aid,
who spoke effectively at the Family Eucharist about Christian
Aid’s work. On Wednesday the 10th of July, Julie and Matthew,
along with our Welcome Box visitors, hosted a welcome party
and barbecue for our refugee friends on the Portico, and the
following day the staff and clergy went to the Duke of
Wellington pub in Belgravia for a farewell lunch with Matthew
Butler, to thank him for his enormous contribution to St Peter’s
over the last two years. The Children’s Choir met for the last
time before September on Friday the 12th, this time for a party in
Julie’s flat rather than a rehearsal. Then on Sunday the 14th we
were delighted to baptise Solomon Lee at the Family Eucharist,
and that evening the Youth Group went out for their last
adventure of the year, to an escape room where they followed
clues to work out their freedom.
On Wednesday the 17th, the Royal College of Defence Studies
came to St Peter’s for their end of year Multi Faith Service (see
‘From the Vicar’) and that afternoon the children of Year Six
performed their end of year play - Oliver Twist - at the church
for their fellow students and teachers. The performance for
parents took place at the Grey Coat Hospital School the next day
on the lower school stage. The whole school was in church on
Monday the 22nd of July for a Whole School Celebration
Assembly, marking the end of the year with performances from
each year group, and the Year Six Leavers’ Service took place
the following morning, led by Fr Ralph - at which parents cried a
few tears as their children said goodbye to the school. Each was
presented with a beautiful Bible from the church, and a £10
Book Token from the School Governors.
On Wednesday the 24th of July the church hosted the funeral
service for Doreen Stravolgi, a resident of Ebury Street. The
service was led by Fr Ralph along with former Dean of
Salisbury, Revd Derek Watson. On Sunday the 28th we were
pleased to baptise baby Mia Harrison at the Family Eucharist.
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As we look ahead into August and September, both Revd Julie
and Fr Ralph will be taking time away, but on the 17th of August
we are hosting the blessing of the marriage of Elaine Macritchie
and Steven Newcombe, and then on 18th of August we will
sadly be saying goodbye to Matthew Butler as his time at St
Peter’s comes to an end. On the 1st of September we welcome
the people of Trinity and Tobago for their annual Independence
Day Thanksgiving Service. Later that week our school returns
for the autumn term and on Saturday the 14th, the PCC will be
going to the Finsbury Business Centre in Clerkenwell for an
Away Day of thinking, discussion and prayer. Two weeks later
we will host another wedding blessing, this time for Christian
Gooding and Edithmia Davies on Saturday the 28th of
September.
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goodbye to matthew butler
and fr tony kyriakides
After two years of happy, creative and faithful service at St
Peter’s it is time to say
goodbye
to
Matthew
Butler,
our
Pastoral
Assistant. Matthew has
made
an
enormous
contribution
to
our
worship, our outreach and
our community since he
joined us, and we wish
him every happiness in the
future as he moves to a
position at St Marylebone
to work with children and
families in September. He will not be far away, and we hope to
keep in close contact.
We are also very sad to say goodbye to Fr Tony, who is stepping
down as an Associate Priest at St Peter’s on the 8th of
September.
Tony
joined us as a regular
celebrant
and
preacher at the Sung
Eucharist in 2015
and has played a
very full part in our
worship over these
years, also (with
Denise)
leading
retreats and teaching
for us. The Revd
Prebendary
Tony
Kyriakides-Yeldham
is both Chaplain at the Marie Curie Hampstead Hospice, and
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Priest Vicar at Westminster Abbey, and we are so grateful that
he has made time to serve among us and has dedicated so much
of his care to our worship and community. We hope that we will
still see Tony and Denise from time to time. You can hear him
preach at Westminster Abbey from time to time too, or read his
sermons here:
https://www.westminster-abbey.org/worship-music/sermons
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september calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
M 2

The Martyrs of Papua New
Guinea, 1901 and 1942

For the Anglican Province
of Papua New Guinea

Tu 3

Gregory the Great, Bishop of
Rome, Teacher of the Faith,
604
Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester
(Oxon) Apostle of Wessex,
650

For Europe

W 4

For rural churches

Th 5
F 6

For teachers
For our Prayer Board
requests

Sa

For young people leaving
home
For the Parish

7

Su 8
M

9

The Twelfth Sunday after
Trinity
Charles Fuge Lowder, 1880

Tu 10

For the mission of the
church in areas of poverty
For all our volunteers

W 11

For our environment

Th 12

For children beginning new
school years
For our Prayer Board
requests
For all going through
times of trial
For the Parish

F 13
Sa 14
Su 15
M

16

John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople Teacher, 407
Holy Cross Day
The Thirteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Edward Bouverie Pusey,
Priest, Tractarian, 1882
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For the Faith Discussion
Group

calendar contd
Tu 17

Hildegard, Abbess OF Bingen,
Visionary, 1179

For song-writers and
musicians
For the Governors of St Peter’s
CE Primary School

Th 19

Theodore of Tarsus,
Archbishop of Canterbury, 690

Justin Welby, Archbishop of
Canterbury

F 20

John Coleridge Patterson, first
Bishop of Melanesia, and his
Companions, Martyrs, 1871
Matthew, Apostle and
Evangelist
The Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity

For our Prayer Board Requests

W 18

Sa 21
Su 22

For our study of the Gospels
For the Parish

M 23

For the Parish staff

Tu 24

For Westminster Street Pastors

W 25
Th 26
F 27

Lancelot Andrews, Bishop of
Winchester, Spiritual Writer,
1626
Ember Day

For our growth in faith
For the Archbishop &
Province of York
For our Prayer Board requests

Sa 28

Vincent de Paul, Founder of the
Congregation of the Mission
(Lazarists), 1660
Ember Day

Su 29

St Michael and All Angels

For the Parish

M 30

Jerome, Translator of the
Scriptures, Teacher of the Faith,
420

For holiness

For vocation

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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picture for september

Martyrs of Papua New Guinea,
1942

The Martyrs Chapel, Ballarat Anglican Cathedral ,
Australia commemorates 333 Christian who lost
their lives in New Guinea during the invasion and
occupation of the island during the Japanese forces
during World War Two
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from the magazine september 1929
st john the evangelist
From The Scouts
There is little time to write in the
holiday month, but we must thank our
many kind friends who helped us to
have a delightful camp.
Both
subscriptions
and
cakes
were
gratefully received. We combined with
the Priest-in-charge’s old Scout
Troops from Sydenham, making a
camp of over 50 strong. It rained
slightly nearly every day and yet we
had a delightful camp and everything
went smoothly. Our Chapel was a
disappointment, as the heavy wind
delighted to blow it down and let the
rain in. Sunday was hopelessly wet
and the Choral Mass had to be cancelled, though we managed a
Low Mass between the showers with twenty-eight communicants.
Mass was also said on the Wednesday and Friday. We had
hoped to have one on the feast of the Transfiguaration, but the
wind and rain lowered our Chapel to the ground. We shall have
to ask one of our kind friends to give us a marquee for a Chapel
tent, in which we can defy the elements, next summer.
From The Girl Guides
Our week’s camp in Dorset has come and gone, amid universal
regrets. We had a most delightful time, in spite of two really
terrific gales at night. However, all the tents stood the strain
and no one was any the worse for the experience. We were able
to bathe at Charmouth and St Gabriel’s Gap, and on the last day
had a memorable excursion to Weymouth by car - just a
Company outing. There donkey rides on the sands were much
enjoyed, among other excitements, followed by a cream tea in
really civilised surroundings. Further thrills were in store for us
on the homeward journey when the car broke down and we had
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to be towed home, but out spirits rose to the occasion and song
after song filled the air, to the great amusement of our rescuers.
From The Vicar
Did you see the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides when they returned
from Camp? No? What a treat you missed! They looked
splendid - fine representatives of the youth of St John’s. Full of
life and vigour, they were pleased with themselves and with the
world in general - worthy exponents of the doctrine of Peace and
Goodwill, the establishment of which is the aim of their Order.
Camp life is a grand experience for them, and makes them
bigger and healthier both in body and soul - grand examples for
Brownies and Wolf Cubs alike, let them be never so elfish, never
so blood-thirsty. Please help them and the Orders to which they
belong; for, consciously or unconsciously, they are engaged in a
noble work.

Comment:
There is something very British in the indomitable way both Scouts and
Guides react to their wet and windy camping holidays, ready to enjoy
themselves whatever the circumstances. Heavy rain, gales, tents
collapsing, transport breaking down- nothing can daunt them. The Vicar's
enthusiastic comments in the third extract indicate that they emerged
"full of life and vigour" and in cheerful spirits. My childhood
recollections, though somewhat later than the date of these extracts show
how this attitude persisted. People sat determinedly on the beach, in
deckchairs, but wrapped in overcoats and behind windbreaks and
claimed to be enjoying themselves and feeling happy and healthy.

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
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the new bridge foundation
The New Bridge Foundation, which offers a befriending service
to prisoners, is one of the charities which St. Peter’s has chosen
to support this year.
I first made contact with New Bridge some eight years ago. At
the time it seemed that I was constantly
hearing of reports of the reoffending rates
and the issue of revolving door criminals:
those who reoffend within a short time of
release and return to prison. I was surprised
to learn of the numbers in prison and also
those with indeterminate sentences.
New Bridge Foundation was set up by
Lord Longford in 1957. He had become
aware that many offenders, having
committed crimes and received long
sentences, had become isolated and had no
contact with the outside world. He believed that every offender,
whatever their crime, could be rehabilitated.
Prison is a lonely place. 12% of people in prison never receive a
letter and 30% are not visited by anyone during their time inside.
New Bridge befriending brings contact with the outside world to
isolated prisoners through a network of 250 volunteers. These
befrienders write a personal letter every two weeks and visit
those whom they befriend every few months. It is a unique
arrangement in that each befriender will keep in contact with the
prisoner throughout their sentence and if they are transferred on
to another prison they continue to remain in contact.
This befriending not only offers contact with the outside world
but also with someone with whom they can talk things over if
they so wish and who will never be judgemental nor put a label
on them.
For those volunteers who wish to do so they can continue
to keep in touch for a while after release. In this way, New
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Bridge aims to help exoffenders to settle back
into the community and
reduce the reoffending
rates.
Volunteers are carefully
recruited and after an
initial training, attend one
of the twenty-one monthly
support groups. These
groups, composed of
about eight volunteers,
meet
to discuss their
befriending, seeking advice and support from other members in
the group and learn from each other experiences. They are also
invited to an annual seminar which covers relevant topics.
Befriending takes time to arrange and once a prisoner has written
to request a befriender the New Bridge Office obtains sufficient
further information from the prison staff.
The New Bridge Office keeps in regular touch with a long list of
prisoners while they are waiting for a befriender. Once a
befriender has selected a prisoner to befriend, and the
correspondence begins, letters from the prisoners to the
volunteers are sent to the New Bridge Office. These are then
forwarded on to the volunteers, most of whom use a pseudonym.
This ensures that the private life of the volunteers remains safe.
Of those that I currently befriend, two prisoners have no contact
with their families. This is the case for many of the offenders
who ask for a befriender from New Bridge. I am their sole
contact and visitor. The only letters, Christmas cards and
Birthday cards they receive are those that I send as a New
Bridge befriender.
In turn I look forward to receiving their replies and welcome an
exchange about say, gardening, their interests and current affairs.
Each year New Bridge asks the people in prison of their
experience. For many the befriending relationship is the first true
relationship they experience.
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New Bridge is currently piloting an initiative in conjunction with
the Ministry of Justice to investigate the best use of in-cell
telephony for the isolated. This is aimed at those who may be
able to maintain contact more easily through talking than
writing. In this scheme phone calls between befrienders and
offenders will be arranged every two weeks with visits every
three months.
New Bridge is urgently recruiting new volunteers to support the
requests from people in prison. The recruitment and training
offered takes time and costs as does the sensitive management
of the befriending.
The New Bridge Foundation receives no government or central
funding and relies on individual donations. It is a noncampaigning and secular charity and is very grateful for the
support and donation made by St Peter’s.
Pippa Cardale
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Children’s pages
BIBLE QUIZ
1.

What was the name of the shepherd boy who
became the second king of Israel?

2.

How many brothers did Joseph have?

3.

Who were the parents of Cain and Abel?

4.

Noah sent out 2 different kinds of birds from
the Ark. What were they?

5.

After the flood, what sign did God give that He
would not destroy the earth with a flood again?

6.

Who found baby Moses in the river?

7.

Who did Boaz marry?

8.

Abraham travelled with his nephew. What was
his nephew’s name?

9.

What was the name of the mountain where
Moses was given the 10 Commandments?

10.

What did King Solomon ask God to give him?

Answers: 1.David, 2.11 brothers also 1 sister, 3.Adam and Eve, 4.Raven and Dove,
5.Rainbow, 6.Pharaoh’s daughter, 7.Ruth, 8.Lot, 9.Mt. Sinai, 10.Wisdom.
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Picture to colour
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
(read the story in Luke 10 vv 30-35)
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recipes for summer
Spaghetti Puttanesca
Ingredients
3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 red onion, finely chopped
6 garlic cloves, finely sliced
½-1 tsp dried chilli flakes
12 anchovy fillets in oil, drained
and roughly chopped
2 tbsp baby capers, drained
100g/3½oz pitted black olives
sliced
800g/1lb.12oz cherry tomatoes
(600g/1lb 5oz halved, 200g/7oz quartered)
500g/1lb 2oz dried spaghetti
Handful flatleaf parsley, finely chopped
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
To serve - freshly grated Parmesan
Method
1. Heat the olive oil in a large frying pan over a medium heat.
Add the onion and cook for 5-8 minutes, until softened.
Add the garlic, chilli flakes and anchovies to the onion and
cook for 2-3 minutes. Add the capers, olives and halved
tomatoes and cook for 8 minutes, or until the tomatoes start
to soften and break down slightly.
2. While the sauce is cooking, bring a large pan of salted water
to the boil. Add the spaghetti and cook for 2 minutes less
than the suggested time on the packet, stirring a few times.
While the pasta is cooking, add a small ladleful of pasta
water to the tomato sauce.
3. Drain the spaghetti as soon as it is ready, keeping back a little
of the water, and add it to the sauce with the quartered
tomatoes and another splash of pasta water.
4. Cook for 3-4 minutes, then stir in the parsley. Season with
pepper, and salt if needed (the anchovies will be salty).
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Serve the pasta in warmed bowls, with Parmesan.
Quick and Easy Tiramisu
Ingredients
3 tsp instant coffee granules
3 tbsp coffee liqueur (or Camp Chicory & Coffee Essence)
250g tub mascarpone
85g condensed milk
1 tsp vanilla extract
4-6 sponge fingers
1 tbsp cocoa powder
Method
1. Mix the coffee granules with 2 tbsp boiling water in a large
jug and stir to combine. Add the coffee liqueur and 75ml
cold water. Pour into a shallow dish and set aside.
2. Make the cream layer by beating the mascarpone, condensed
milk and vanilla extract with an electric whisk until thick and
smooth.
3. Break the sponge fingers into two or three pieces and soak in
the coffee mixture for a few seconds. Put a few bits of the
sponge in the bottom of two wine or sundae glasses and top
with the cream. Sift over the cocoa and chill for at least one
hour before serving.
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Amnes Tea
‘The Westminster and Bayswater
Amnesty International group would
like to thank everyone for their
generosity in buying cakes and
making donations at the
Amnes Tea on Sunday, 16 June.
We raised a remarkable £304.’

42

43

44

45

OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Priest Missioner (from 1 September)
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

P.C.C. Members
David Brown
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Phil Course
Mary Drummond
Robin Duttson
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Jim Glen
John Hilary
Jacqueline Ladds
Christopher Maguire
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Lucy Randles
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson
Richard Wildash

Pastoral Assistant
Matthew Butler
matthew@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb.Ron Swan
The Revd Preb. Tony Kyriakides
The Revd Simon Walsh
The Revd Jacqui Miller
Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob2@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com

Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge
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Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Matthew Butler
07496 022 336
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
Evelyn Olugboja
07794 409 313
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe

020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Miles Ridley
020 7504 0537
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Samantha Sharples-Owen
020 7504 0537
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
Sarah Shayler
020 75040537
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson

Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230
Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod
Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen
Communications
& Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis
Young Formation Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook

Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist
Servers
Laura Cook (07775 331 456)
LEM
Laura Cook (07775 331 456)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Readers
Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Intercessors Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh
(07742 521 650)
Sung Eucharist
Servers
Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
LEM
Valerie Smith (020 7834 9251)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter (07973 667 252)
Readers
Richard Carter (07973 667 252)
Intercessors Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
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£ 20
PER
DAY

Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Cover picture “Sunset over Pimlico” taken by Sue Armitage

