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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr
At Christmas time it seems
that people divide easily into
two camps. On the one hand
there are those whose hearts
leap at the first sound of a
Christmas jingle, at the first
sighting
of
pre-Advent
glitter, and whose eyes
almost fill with tears at the
sight of Christmas or
‘seasonal’ lights illuminating
the High Street. These are
the
people
who
love
Christmas, who cannot wait to get to work on their lists, choose
their cards, set aside weekends to shop for presents, play their
Christmas cds in November and tick off the days as the great
season of joy approaches. Well before Advent one younger
member of the church made a big chart at home so that she can
cross off the days as Christmas gets near. On the other hand there
are those whose hearts sink at the idea of another Christmas, and
grit their teeth through the emotive Christmas adverts, the
glittering lights in Sloane Square and the themed invitations of
the season, calculating in odd moments how they can pass those
days with the least amount of ‘ho ho ho,’ and survive another
terrible festive season. I wonder why some people (who have
other areas of joy in their lives) find the Christmas period so
difficult, while others enjoy it so much. While visiting Saakshar
last March, I was taken to a shopping mall, where an outdoor
children’s play area was in full swing under the 35 degrees of
Delhi sun. The children’s area had a Christmas theme, and jingle
bells was playing loudly. I laughed at the idea that Christmas
was being celebrated in a city with a tiny number of Christians,
in March. My host replied, “It’s always Christmas in India!”
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For many of us, Christmas is synonymous with ‘family’, and our
emotional approach to it is shaped by relationships and
circumstances which still affect us, practically or emotionally,
for good or ill. Christmas can be a time of sorrow and regret, as
well as happy get together where new memories are formed. For
many of us perhaps it is both.
However we experience it, Christmas for Christians will always
be a time of joy. All religious traditions have sought to
understand how the divine can be present in the human world,
the spiritual present in the material. Buddhism has its
bodhisattvas, and Hinduism has deities who appear on earth.
Judaism had prophets filled with the Spirit of God, and hints of
one like a Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven. The
incarnation of God in Christ is unique in religious belief as an
understanding of how God is present in his own world. The
resurrection of Jesus would be of no more significance than the
raising of Lazarus were it not for the Incarnation - because it is
not a human being whose resurrection we celebrate, but God’s
own Son. The incarnation opens up an entirely different level of
relationship between God and us. God shares our life, and placed
in him through faith and through our baptism, we share both his
death and his resurrection, and the eternal life of God. Various
theological ideas have been used in Christian tradition to ringfence this idea, so fundamental is it to our faith and our hope.
The virginity of Mary and her Immaculate Conception are both
ways of speaking about the profoundly different nature of Jesus his divine nature present in a human life. Neither of these ideas
are significant in themselves - they are pointers, signs which say
something about who Jesus is, and what God is like. At
Christmas we celebrate not only God’s intention to enter into the
human stable, but God’s intention to transfigure and transform
human life into the divine light of eternity. I wish you all joy this
Christmas.
Callum Shaw - Head Verger and Premises Manager
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We are delighted to welcome Callum Shaw as our new Verger
and premises Manager, and look forward to getting to know him
in the coming weeks.
Faith Discussion Group Dates
The Faith Discussion Group will continue to meet in 2019, and
the dates are shown below. We read passages of the Bible
together and discuss their meaning for us and how they relate to
our own experience. All meetings are at the Vicarage, at 7.30pm
and everyone is welcome.
Mon 21st January
Mon 18th February
Mon 20th May
Mon 17th June
Monday 22nd July
Monday 16th September
Monday 21st October
Monday 18th November
Revd Jacqui Miller
I am delighted to announce that we will have another person
joining us on placement over the next few months. Revd Jacqui
Miller is a Deacon who is coming to gain some different
experience of ministry and worship at St Peter’s as she prepares
to be ordained as priest. She will be joining in with all aspects of
our life and worship, so please make her welcome when you
meet her in the coming weeks.

Jacqui writes:
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Dear All,
I am very much looking forward
coming to join you at St. Peter’s
meeting everyone over the next
weeks. This is just a little note to
introduce myself.

to
and
few

I am a full-time teacher in Tottenham, North London, where I
lead the Year 6 team. We’re a 3-form entry school, so it’s quite
big and busy, with all the usual joys, frustrations and sorrows of
inner-city life. The children at school come from all over the
world, and I love teaching in such a diverse environment. My
husband, Luke, was the Vicar of the parish my school is in, and
all three of our boys went to school there.
Tom, our eldest, is now 22 and has just completed a History
degree
at
Anglia
Ruskin
University. Our middle son,
Stephen, who is 20, is in his final
year studying Theology at York
St. John and is looking likely to
follow his parents into the church.
Andrew, 18, has just started a
History degree at Winchester
University. Tom has now started
work in Clapham, so just as the
youngest leaves home, the eldest
is back – no chance of empty nest
syndrome in our house quite yet!
Although I am now a teacher, I
was ordained deacon in St Albans
Abbey some 27 years ago. I
served my Title at St. Paul’s, Bedford, then married Luke and
moved to London. I have not worked full time in the church
since then, and in many ways my vocation became subsumed in
the busy-ness of ordinary life. Now, however, there is space for
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me to look at my own ministry again, and over the last couple of
years, I have begun to sense a growing call to priesthood. This is
something I am very grateful you have allowed me to explore
with you.
I hope over the next weeks and months that I will have the
opportunity to get to know you. I will be around most Sundays,
doing a range of jobs, but, most importantly, just being part of
the community here at St. Peter’s. I very much hope that you will
come and say hello if you have the time - I’d love to meet you!
Jacqui
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from julie

As I sit down
to write this
letter I am reminded that today is American Thanksgiving.
Growing up in America I have always loved Thanksgiving: the
festivities, the time with family and, of course, the food. Above
all, Thanksgiving, as the name conveys, is a time to give thanks.
Rowan Williams writes, “When we say thank you to God we
connect our own experience with God as Giver. We say that
what has happened to us is somehow rooted in the gift of God.
And Jesus, in his life and in his death, connects the darkest
places of human experience with God the Giver; as if he is
saying that even in these dark places God continues to give, and
therefore we must continue to give thanks.”
The joy of giving thanks to God in the midst of darkness and
light leads us quite nicely to the season of Advent, to the time of
waiting and watching for the sign that God’s presence is alive in
the mystery of our time and the reality of our lives.
And so, before we jump into the joy of Christmas lets take a
moment and pause, to reflect on the ways we see and experience
the presence of God today. This year we have a special
opportunity to come together for a short reflection and silent
prayer Mondays in Advent 6 pm in the church. Don’t worry if
you have never prayed in this way before. It will simply be a
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time to sit quietly in the midst of the noise around us. For ready
or not the city is celebrating Christmas in churches, schools, the
shops or outside in the cold. And it is nice to take a bit of time to
reflect on what this celebration is all about.
At the heart of our Christmas celebrations at St Peter’s we tell
and re-tell the Jesus, old but forever new. And we do this in
many different ways. Sometimes it’s through worship and
prayer. Other times it is by participating in a nativity play as we
will here at St Peter’s on the 16th of December. You might like
to hear the story in the context of our beautiful parish carol
service that same evening. Or you may like to join us this year
as we sing with the school choir in Victoria station the afternoon
of Thursday the 20th December. I enjoy singing Christmas carols
and one of my favourites is Jesus Christ the Apple Tree. I love
how Jesus is compared to an apple tree with allusions both tothe
tree of life and to the new life of Incarnation. Jesus is the tree of
life renewed by the abundant hope of God.
This term year 4 at St Peter’s school has been studying the life of
Jesus and particularly what the Beatitudes at the beginning of
Jesus sermon on the mount, teach us about following God. For
they give us a picture of Jesus, of his mission and calling then
and now. To highlight a few….
Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God. . .
As part of their study the teachers from year 4 asked if the
children might interview me about the ways I incorporate the
Beatitudes into my life. I admit I was a bit daunted by this
request. For how can I give answers to their questions that will
meet their newly developing faith while staying true to myself?
How might I explain the complexity of showing mercy in a
world where this is becoming increasingly difficult? How can I
explain wanting to seek justice and peace but failing to do so?
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The day came and the children asked me a series of very good
questions. What Beatitude is your favourite? What does it mean
to be meek, to mourn, to be poor in spirit? Why are people
persecuted for their faith? The final question was, to my mind
the best. Is it hard to follow the Beatitudes? And the answer
was straightforward. Yes of course it is. We all try but we all
fall short… And yet, the good news is that God always forgives
and he is always with us helping us to follow him. For it is
because of Jesus, the presence of God in our lives, that a life
formed by peace, mercy, humility and righteousness becomes
possible.
This is the heart of the Christmas story. The message 2000 years
ago and for us today is that Jesus, the Son of God, the Saviour of
the world has come to make new life possible. He is the tree of
new life growing in the very heart of our lives.
Jesus the Apple Tree
1. The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be
Compared with Christ the apple tree.
2. His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.
3. For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have bought:
I missed of all; but now I see
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree.
4. I'm weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.
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5. This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree
Please support St Peter’s Christmas Charities
This Christmas season St Peter’s is supporting three charities that
support children locally and around the world. Our local charity
is Kidscape who provide support for vulnerable youth and their
families in London. Kidscape meets regularly in our parish hall
and Matthew has been an active part of their programme.
St Peter’s is also supporting the charity St Vincent de Paul, UK
a charity that works with children and young people at risk of
homelessness.
And finally, we are supporting Amos Trust, a charity supported
by George our former Verger. Amos Trust works towards
justice and equality primarily in the Holy Land and Central
America. Our donation will go towards work with children most
affected by the unrest in Israel Palestine.
Additionally, donations from the Christingle service on the 9th of
December will support the work of the Children’s Society with
disadvantaged children in the UK. The mission of The
Children’s Society is to ‘flight for change so that disadvantaged
children have better lives.” They do this through nurturing
children in early years, strengthening families through advice
and support, providing basic needs for destitute families,
campaigning for the needs of children, particularly around the
areas of debt and poverty.
Thank you for your support and may you have a blessed
Christmas.
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from the registers
BAPTISM
30 September
14 October

-

Artemis and Hermes Shikhi
Wilson Forbes

4 November

-

Aria Xhaxho
Isaiah Mitchell
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from matthew
The God of Rest
I am currently reading a book
called Steel Angels by the Reverend
Magdalen Smith. She is a Diocesan
Director of Ordinands, and the
book expands on the nine criteria
used to assess those seeking
ordination in the Church of
England. I have enjoyed Smith’s
use of literature and art to expand
on not just on the qualities of a
priest but also on the importance of
the Christian life for all. Applicant
to ministry or not, it is a book that touches on the importance of
faith in our time. One sentence that particularly struck me is this
one:
“In the rush and reality of working too hard and not
praying enough, perhaps our greatest loss is missing the
opportunity to tell others why we are a part of [the
church], in a society that sends out the message that there
are no longer any world-views, institutions and
ideological backdrops that can provide safe reference
points for people to build their lives on or gain strength
from”.
Extract from Steel Angels: The personal qualities of a priest, by
Magdalen Smith.

This stood out to me because this month I have seen a few
people in my life struggling to find a balance in their lives. Two
close friends of mine, for example, have been juggling master’s
degrees with full-time employment, seeking to get further in
their chosen professions. But I don’t think these fast-paced,
demanding environments my friends find themselves in are
anything new. Jesus talked to everyday people two-thousand
years ago, and I believe the Good News is, fundamentally, the
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offer of spiritual rest for struggling individuals, in all times and
places:
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light” Matthew 11:28-30,
NRSV.

Jesus’ words here remind us that we are part of the eternal,
invisible church because we need to be, because we need God’s
love in a world where rest, both physical and spiritual, is hard to
come by. A couple of weeks ago, I went to the evening service at
St. Mary’s Bryanston Square. I am trying to get used to different
traditions within the Church of England, and St. Mary’s
charismatic form of worship is one I have not experienced before
(especially new to me was the welcome interval in worship
where you could get up and make yourself a cup of tea or
coffee!) But in this unfamiliar place, I encountered Jesus in a
young preacher who spoke on Matthew 11:28. His voice broke
with emotion at a couple of points in his sermon, and it was clear
he had found a spiritual resting place at St. Mary’s, especially on
“The Life Course” offered there. After the sermon someone
prayed with me, and I left feeling excited to have been part of the
energy of that church. For me at that moment, spiritual rest did
not mean retreat. It meant exploring a potentially new way of
doing things, a new avenue in which to express my faith.
Magdalen Smith in Steel Angels also talks about going out to
others, to “places where we might not ordinarily feel
comfortable”. Perhaps going out to find Jesus in other
environments is one way to find respite from our heavy burdens,
and the reality of being over-worked. Jesus does not say, “let me
come to you”, but rather “come to me”, “come to me, all you that
are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest”.
Following that call from Jesus, “come to me”, just over a year
ago I came to St. Peter’s for the first time. He continues to
surprise by showing me new ways to get involved in our church
community, and one way recently has been through leading the
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Youth Group. A game that the group loves to play is called
“mafia” or “werewolves”, where we all sit in a circle and take
the plunge into our imaginations: night falls, we close our eyes
and the villagers awake to find one of their number has been
eaten! With the help of a doctor and a detective, the villagers
must talk to one another to decipher who among them is the
wolf. For me it is especially rewarding when I see the children
volunteer to help narrate these games and encourage their fellow
members to get involved. The rest offered by Jesus is not
exclusively for adults, it is for children to. Children in secondary
school, with the demands of homework and exams, need time to
be themselves and connect with others. I hope those that attend
the Youth Group at St. Peter’s see it as one of those places where
they can unwind and have fun. Rather than stay at home, the
children who attend choose to step out of their comfort zones and
talk to friends old and new on a Sunday evening. I find this
really encouraging and impressive, and following their example I
am trying to find new ways to take time out and be more
involved with others in my daily life. Jesus said: “my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light”, which tells us this doesn’t have to
be difficult. As an example, yesterday evening I discovered a
new board game with my flatmates called Skull. We spent about
an hour trying to figure out the rules to this macabre-sounding
game, but after boosting our morale with some mince pies we
had a great evening of fun together.
As we approach advent, I look forward to some festive activities
at St. Peter’s, starting with bauble making in the Parish Hall!
And I wish you all a restful and blessed Christmas.

14

readings for december
& january
Sunday, 30 December:
First Sunday of Christmas
1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26
Luke 2: 41-end

Sunday, 2 December:
First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33: 14-16
1 Thessalonians 3: 9-end
Luke 21: 25-36
Sunday, 9 December:
Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5: 1-9
Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6
Sunday, 16 December:
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3: 14-end
Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3: 7-18
Sunday, 23 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5: 2-5a
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-45
Monday, 24 December
Midnight Mass
Isaiah 9: 2-7
Titus 2: 11-14
Luke 2: 1-14
Tuesday, 25 December
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Hebrews 1: 1-4
John 1: 1-14

Sunday, 6 January:
Epiphany
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12
Sunday, 13 January:
Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 43: 1-7
Acts 8: 14-17
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
Sunday, 20 January:
Third Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 62: 1-5
1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
John 2: 1-11
Sunday, 27 January:
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a
Luke 4: 14-21
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booKs for advent and christmas
Advent is a time of preparation, and Christmas a time of
celebration. There are various ways of enhancing our ability to
do both and well written books can assist us in this. The most
obvious way is through looking at Biblical passages selected and
commented upon by someone who has given thought to making
these seasons come alive. Delia Smith’s book “A Feast for
Advent” is now a classic and well worth reading if you do not
know it and returning to it if you do. So is re-reading the opening
chapters of Matthew’s and Luke’s and the Prologue to John’s
gospels with one of the good commentaries available in the
parish library. But I am looking now at two different ways in
which we can use these seasons to grow in faith and in practice.
“Waiting for the Word”: Malcolm Guite
Malcolm Guite is a poet who is writing now. In this book he
chooses a poem every day - some well known, some less known,
some by Christians, some by non-Christians, some written by
himself; he then reflects on the passage in a way which assists
our experience of these seasons. He feels that poetry can give us
an insight into their tensions and paradoxes: light and darkness,
waiting and consolation, emptiness and fulfilment in a way that
prose statements often cannot. Imagination complements reason.
His anthology, he says, is meant to help us keep inner peace at a
time of “bling and tinsel” and he suggests reading the poems
“aloud and slowly, in defiance of the silent skim-reading that has
replaced an older tasting of language”. One feature of the book
is a series of poems written by Malcolm Guite himself on the
great “O Antiphons”. These are familiar to us from the end of
Advent hymn “O Come, O come Emmanuel” and they start on
17 (or in some places on 16) December, calling on Christ under
different titles, though not by his name - Wisdom, Lord, Root of
Jesse, Key of David, Dayspring, King of the Nations,
Emmanuel . These deepen our understanding of the Incarnation
by reference to the Old Testament and - in Guite’s poems - to the
New Testament, to other poets, to nature and the seasons. The
whole can be a real enrichment of what may have become over16

familiar to us with the passage of years.
“Living Prayer “: Archbishop Antony Bloom.
Not all books that can assist us in keeping Advent are overtly
“Advent books”. This time of preparation can be one to focus
once more on our life of prayer. Alongside liturgical and set or
vocal prayers are those that concern our more directly personal
relationship with God. This year, on Monday evenings, there are
four hours of silent prayer spread over four weeks. A book like
Antony Bloom’s may be an encouragement for these times. I
would recommend reading the last chapter of this book first. It is
headed “Epilogue: Prayer for Beginners”. It is only for
beginners in the sense that it gets down to the very basics of
prayer. An encounter like prayer must, to be real, be between
real persons. So there is no use, from our side, in presenting a
cleaned-up version of ourselves to God. If we start with our real
selves, God can change us; he cannot change a cardboard cut out.
A period of self-examination, or formal confession, can assist us
in getting down to the basics. We must also avoid praying to a
fantasy God based perhaps on longstanding misapprehensions.
While we must use our positive knowledge, gained from reading,
hearing or experience, we must also realise the limitations of
such knowledge and be ready to be open to a God largely
unknown. Archbishop Bloom goes on to suggest, over five
weeks, five different emphases, each ending with a simple
prayer. After this you might want to return to the earlier chapters
of the book which are considerably more austere, looking at
discipline of body and mind in prayer, dealing with boredom and
dryness and practising true forgiveness of others (he comments
perceptively “Forgiveness is often just putting the other on
probation”) He puts a lot of emphasis on moving from separation
from God to union with him, from observing Christ’s and the
saints’ experiences to sharing them and letting meditation, by
which he understands disciplined thinking about Scripture and
the liturgy, to full prayer which in the west is often referred to as
contemplative prayer. This is a serious book on a serious
subject, but the Archbishop can display a lightness which
prevents it from being discouraging. For instance, a prayer may
be unanswered for a number of reasons, one of which can be that
17

the request is a foolish one. He instances someone who as a
small child prayed for years that he could be like his grandfather,
able to remove his teeth and put them in a glass at night. If you
look at things you have asked you might well find some that fit
into this category.
These and other books for Advent and Christmas are displayed
on the top of the bookcases in the parish library and may be
borrowed
Valerie Smith

BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the
Book Club has been arranged for Friday,
7 December at 7.00pm
at the Bawtrees, 25 Hugh Street.
The book is
‘Gentleman in Moscow’
by Amor Towles
All are welcome.
???????????????
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picture for december

St Stephen - First Martyr
Greek Orthodox Icon

Feast Day 26 December
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CAROL SINGING
at
VICTORIA STATION
on Thursday, 20 December

From 1.30-3.00pm
(in front of W H Smith)
with St Peter’s School Choir
We will be handing out mince pies as
a way of celebrating the Christmas
season with the community.
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picture for january

Mary Slessor
Missionary in Nigeria

December 1848 - January 1915
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december calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Sa 1
Su 2
M

3

Tu 4

Charles de Foucauld, Hermit
in the Sahara, 1916
First Sunday of Advent

For Callum Shaw our new
Verger
For the Parish

Francis Xavier, Missionary,
Apostle of the Indies, 1552
Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon.
Founder of the Little
Gidding Community, 1637

For the Churches of South and
North India
For Christian community

W 5

For the Churchwardens

Th 6

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra,
c.326

For children

F

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
Teacher of the Faith,397
The Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
The Second Sunday of
Advent

For our Prayer Board requests

7

Sa 8
Su 9

For those working in local
retail
For the Parish

M 10

For our prayer

Tu 11

For the Anonymous groups

W 12

For our growth in faith and for
vocations
For persecuted Christians

Th 13
F 14
Sa 15

Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse,
304
John of the Cross, Poet,
Teacher of the Faith, 1591
Ember Day

22

For our Prayer Board
For vocations

calendar contd
Su 16

The Third Sunday of Advent

For the Parish

M 17

O Sapientia

For the Metropolitan Police

Tu 18

O Adonai

For the homeless

W 19

O Radix Jesse

For the Church’s mission
agencies

Th 20

O Clavis David

For inter-faith relations

F

O Oriens

For all who are in darkness

Sa 22

O Rex Gentium

For the lonely

Su 23

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

For the Parish

M 24

Christmas Eve

Tu 25

CHRISTMAS DAY

W 26
Th 27

Stephen, Deacon, First
Martyr
John, Apostle and Evangelist

F 28

The Holy Innocents

In thanksgiving for the
Incarnation of the Son of
God
In thanksgiving for the
Incarnation of the Son of
God
For all persecuted for their
faith
For our continual formation
by the Gospel
For children

Sa 29

Thomas Becket, 1170

For the Archbishop of
Canterbury

Su 30

The First Sunday of Christmas

For the Parish

21

M 31

In thanksgiving for the
blessing of 2018

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.

23

24
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january calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Tu 1
W

2

The Naming and Circumcision
of Jesus
Basil the Great and Gregory of
Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers,
379 and 389

Th 3

For victims of economic
hardship
For our Prayer Board
requests
For all who have been
baptised at St Peter’s
For the Parish

F 4
Sa 5
Su 6

For the mission of the
Parish in 2018
For the bishops of the
Church

The Epiphany

M 7
Tu 8

For people living with
depression
For St Peter’s School

W 9

For the parish staff

Th 10
F

11

Sa 12
Su 13
M

William Laud, Archbishop of
Canterbury, 1645

Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of
Rievaulx, 1167
The Baptism of Christ

14

For the church’s worship
For our Prayer Board
requests
For religions
For the Parish
For the charity Saakshar
School Appeak

Tu 15

For the charity Zacchaeus
2000
For the charity Kidscape

W 16
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calendar contd
Th 17
F

18

Antony of Egypt, hermit, abbot,
356
Beginning of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity

For wisdom
For our Parayer Board requests

Sa 19

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester,
1095

For the unity of Christians: the
Anglican Communion

Su 20

The Third Sunday of
Epiphany

For the Parish

M 21

Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome,
304

For the unity of Christians: the
Roman Catholic Church
For the unity of Christians: the
Orthodox Churches
For the unity of Christians: the
Churches of the Reformation

Francis de Sales Bishop of
Geneva, teacher, 1622
The Conversion of Paul

For the unity of Christians: the
new Churches
For our Prayer Board requests

Timothy and Titus,
Companions of Paul
The Fourth Sunday of
Epiphany
Thomas Aquinas, Priest,
Philosopher, Teacher of the
Faith, 1274

For the mission of the church

Tu 22
W 23
Th 24
F 25
Sa 26
Su 27
M 28
Tu 29
W 30

Charles, King and Martyr, 1659

Th 31

For the Parish
For theologians
For the conviviality of our
Parish
For those whom we find it
difficult to love
For parents

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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parish news
For the clergy and staff, the beginning
of October was marked by the
departure of our Verger George
Middleton, who finished work on the
5th of October, to take on a part time
administrative position at St Cyprian,
Clarence Gate. A few days earlier we
went out to lunch in Pimlico to thank
him for his work at St Peter’s and to
wish him well. The Church was
without a Verger during October and
November.
St
Peter’s
School
celebrated their Harvest Festival in church on Friday the 5th and
the Church celebrated Harvest on Sunday the 7th October, with a
wonderful joint service at 10.30am and lunch on the Portico.
Ralph and Rachel went to India to visit Saakshar and for a
holiday in October, which meant that Julie, Matthew, Judith and
others were very busy indeed. The Faith Group was hosted by
Revd Julie while Ralph was away, and then it met again at the
Vicarage in November to consider the apocalyptic ideas at the
end of Matthew’s gospel. In those two weeks the Church was
well used, with meetings for the Benevolent Society of St
Patrick, Wine Tasters, Inclusive Church and a concert of
Japanese music, and Year 5 from St Peter’s School came to
church to present all they have been learning for the school and
parents. Interviews were held for the position of Verger and
Premises Manager, and we were delighted to appoint Mr Callum
Shaw, who moved in to St Peter’s at the end of November and
began work on December the 1st.
On Saturday the 27th of October, a large group of people of all
ages took part in a fundraising walk in Hyde Park. The Hyde
Halloween Walk was organised by Matthew Butler to support
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the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation, a charity supporting
people who suffer from spinal chord injury, and have had their
lives affected by paralysis. As well as raising money, the event
brought many people together for a fun event despite the
weather.
On Sunday the 28th of November we welcomed the writer and
poet J Chester Johnson as our preacher at the Sung Eucharist,
who joined us with his wife and spoke eloquently about the
psalms. That week some of our refugee contacts and friends
came to St Peter’s for an art workshop about refugee identity,
and their moving artworks were displayed in church over the
following three weeks. On Friday the 2nd November we
celebrated All Souls Day and remembered those whom we love
but see no longer with a beautiful Sung Eucharist in church. On
Saturday the 3rd of November we welcomed nearly a hundred
people to a social evening, with a quiz and professional tasting of
wine and cheeses, in aid of the Welcome Boxes and Housing
Justice. On Sunday the 4th our Youth Group went out to eat
pancakes at My Old Dutch on the King’s Road. May people
from St Peter’s were delighted to go to St Botolph’s without
Bishopsgate on Tuesday 6th November to support David
Armstrong, a former member of St Peter’s, as he was licensed as
Vicar - we look forward to seeing more of David and Peter
Wilde in the months ahead.
The Parish retreat took place at Aylesford Priory in Kent on the
9th and 10th of November. Led by Tony Kyriakides and Denise
Yelham, it provided a wonderful chance to spend time in prayer
and reflection in the countryside. It was followed on Sunday 11th
November by Remembrance Day, and we marked 100 years
since the end of the First World War with a ceremony on the
portico, beautiful music from our choir, and also with two
ceremonies led by Revd Julie and Matthew Butler at Victoria
Station. Year 6 from St Peter’s School took their assembly in
church on Wednesday the 14th, and reflected movingly for the
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school and for parents on the experience or war and
remembering too.
Sunday the 16th was our stewardship Sunday, when we
encouraged all members of the church to give generously and
regularly, and introduced the Parish Giving Scheme, which will
make monthly giving even easier. St Peter’s School were with us
again on Wednesday the 21st, for their annual Singing Contest,
at which Fr Ralph and Revd Julie acted as judges to decide the
winners of individual, house and group performances, bringing a
tear to they eye of many parents. Many were on a Christmas
theme. On Saturday 24th the Whitehall Choir held a successful
concert in the church. On Monday the 26th we began a series of
Silent Prayer hours in church, and on Tuesday the 28th we
hosted the Memorial Service for Julie Green. Kids for Kids, the
charity which works with poverty and the effects of war in
Darfur, South Sudan, held their moving annual fundraising
concert in church on Thursday 29th.
As we look ahead to the Advent and Christmas period, the
Church will be busy with our beautiful services and many Carol
Services and concerts. Please see the information here about
forthcoming services. (pages 34 and 35)
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parish magazine survey
results
Over three months in the summer the Editorial Board of the
parish magazine conducted a survey on what people like or
dislike about the parish magazine, with a view to seeing how it
might be improved.
The response to the survey was very limited, with only twenty
responses being made, even after a reminder. Nevertheless the
results were fairly consistent.
All those who responded said that they were regular readers of
the magazine. Most said they read it both online and in hard
copy, but a minority, equally divided, read it in one form or the
other.
From the beginning of this year, we began producing the
magazine every second month, rather than ten times a year.
Previously the magazine was monthly except that in the months
of December and January and in August and September there
was a combined magazine. Responses were more or less evenly
divided as to whether six times a year or ten times a year was
better.
The articles that were most read were the Parish News, the
Vicar’s and Assistant Priest’s letters, and the calendar and
readings page, all scoring over 70%. Next most popular, with
scores in the 60% band were the 100 Years Ago page, accounts
of places visited by the congregation, the Pastoral Assitant’s
letter, interviews with the congregation and the seasonal saint
stories. Coming in slightly below in the top of the 50% band
were book reviews and articles on the church and grounds.
Below 50% were the recipe pages, the seasonal pictures and the
concert reviews. Right at the bottom, below 10% was the
children’s page. We were rather surprised at this last result. With
so many children in the congregation, and with the interest
children show in the fun sheets on Sundays, we expected this to
be higher. It may mean of course that those responding were
predominantly from the Sung Eucharist; if this was true the
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unbalanced response would reduce the effectiveness of the
survey.
We also asked whether there were items other than those
regularly covered that people would like tos see in the magazine.
These included news about developments in the Diocese and not
just the parish, a youth page rather than a children’s page, more
interviews with members of the congregation, more obituaries
including some for people who died in previous years, and more
information about school activities.
We also asked about the layout and the presentation of the
magazine and here views differed widely. Some were for minor
improvements - a church logo on the magazine, clearer
resolution for the pictures, more thorough proof-reading, smaller
type and greater evenness of spacing. Other responses were more
radical, suggesting a complete rethink of the presentation but
without many details of what the changed version might look
like. We also asked what other means of communication (in
addition to the pew sheets, notices, and emails) could be helpful.
Suggestions again were limited but included transmitting more
via the school and focusing more on the Facebook page. We
might also look at using Twitter.
The Editorial Board is discussing how to take this forward. The
formal survey is now closed. However, if anyone else wishes to
comment, they are welcome to email me at
vasmith@btinternet.com
Valerie Smith
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from the magazine december 1918
st john the evangelist

To realise that the war is over, that the guns are silenced at last,
and that our men no longer face the hourly peril of wounds and
death: to realise that brings such unspeakable relief that one
feels inclined to let everything go for a while and drink in
carelessly the breath of peace and freedom...But now we must
settle down again to the real business of life, for our
responsibilities are no less now, perhaps they are greater, than
they have been in the past four years.
In a few weeks we shall be in the midst of a General Election,
and Christian citizenship demands that we should take pains,
men and women alike, to make right use of our votes...There can
be little doubt that Christian people should unite in using all
things in their power to support the Establishment of a League of
Nations. In a pamphlet recently issued by SPCK we read: “All
nations are members of one Family or Commonwealth of
Nations, and must guide their policies accordingly. Mutual
distrust must give place to mutual trust. Patriotism must become
a desire that our own country should offer its best service, not
that it should be exalted over others in power and wealth.”
...The season of Advent, and its thrilling message “The Kingdom
of Heaven is at hand” should have a deeper meaning for us than
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ever before, as we look forward to Christmas Day, the birthday
of the Prince of Peace, who is the Hope and Inspiration of the
World. I hope that all who are confirmed will make their
Communion on that day or within the octave of the Christmas
Festival. Those who have become slack and irregular should
recognise not only that they have need of God but also that God
has need of them, and of the individual contribution which each
member of the Church can make towards the fulfilment of plans
for his Kingdom.

Comment:

This extract from a letter from the Priest-in-Charge of St
John’s, Eric Hamilton, rightly stresses both the personal and
the social messages of Advent. After a considerable period
of jingoistic nationalism, the commitment to a wider vision
is refreshing. The country was indeed at an important
juncture. The end of the war fostered hopes of a continued
peace and a League of Nations appeared to offer a way
forward though in the end it did not fulfil the hopes of its
founders. The general election, giving the first opportunity
for some women to vote, turned out to be remarkable in the
overwhelming victory of Sinn Fein in Ireland and the
decades of tensions that followed.
In our present
circumstances there is still need this Advent for both the
personal preparation and the broader social reflection
advocated here.

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
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sT PETEr’s
liturgical calendar 2018/2019
2018-2019

Festival/Holy Day

Worship

Sunday 2
December

First Sunday of
Advent

Morning worship at normal times.

Sunday 16
December

Third Sunday of Advent

Morning worship at normal times
with Nativity Play at 9.45am
Parish Carol Service 6.00 pm

Monday 24
December

Christmas Eve

Crib Service 4.00pm
Eucharist of Christmas Night
11.00pm

Tuesday 25
December

Christmas Day

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Sunday 30
December

First Sunday of Christmas

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30am

Sunday 6 January

The Epiphany

Morning worship at normal times.

Sunday 13
January

The Baptism of Christ

Morning worship at normal times.

Sunday 3
February

Presentation of Christ in the
Temple (Candlemas)

Morning worship at normal times.

Wednesday 6
February

Ash Wednesday

Sunday 31
March

Mothering Sunday

Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes at
8.00am; 9.30am (School);12.30pm;
7.00pm
Morning worship at normal times.

Sunday 14
April

Palm Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15 am; 9.45am
Family Eucharist ,
Procession of Palms
11.15 Sung Eucharist

Thursday 18
April

Maundy Thursday

The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
7.00 pm

Friday 19
April

Good Friday

The Story of Good Friday 10.00am
The Liturgy of Good Friday 12 noon

Saturday 20
April

Easter Eve

Easter Vigil 8.00pm

Sunday 21
April

Easter Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15 am
Family Eucharist 9.45 am
Sung Eucharist 11.15 am
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Sunday 5 May

The Dedication of St
Peter’s Eaton Square

Morning worship at normal times

Thursday 30
May

Ascension Day

Midday worship at normal time

Sunday 2 June

Sunday after Ascension
Day

Morning Worship

Sunday 9 June

Pentecost and
Confirmation by the
Bishop of London

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30am

Sunday 16 June

Trinity Sunday

Morning worship at normal times

Thursday 20 June

Corpus Christi

Midday worship at normal time

Sunday 30 June

Peter the Apostle Parish Patronal Festival

Morning worship at normal times

Sunday 29
September

Michael and All
Angels

Morning worship at normal times

Sunday 4
October

Harvest Thanksgiving

Holy Communion 8.15 am
Parish Eucharist 10.30 am followed by
Parish Lunch

Saturday 2
November

All Souls’ Day

No services

Sunday 3
November

All Saints’ Sunday

Morning worship at normal times

Sunday 10
November

Remembrance
Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Act of Remembrance at 11.00am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Sunday 17
November

Stewardship Sunday

Morning worship at normal times

Sunday 24
November

Christ the King

Morning worship at normal times
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recipes for winter
WINTER VEGETABLE PIE
Ingredients
2 tbsp olive oil
2 onions, sliced
1 tbsp flour
300g (about 2 large) carrots,
cut into small batons
½ cauliflower, broken into small florets
4 garlic cloves, finely sliced
1 rosemary sprig, leaves finely chopped
400g can chopped tomato
200g frozen peas
900g potato, cut into chunks
Up to 200ml/7fl oz milk
Method
1. Heat 1 tbsp of the oil in a flameproof dish over a medium
heat. Add the onions and cook for 10 minutes until softened,
then stir in the flour and cook for a further 2 minutes. Add
the carrots, cauliflower, garlic and rosemary, and cook for 5
minutes, stirring regularly, until they begin to soften.
2. Tip the tomatoes into the vegetables along with a can full of
water. Cover with a lid and simmer for 10 minutes, then
remove the lid and cook for 10-15 minutes more, until the
sauce has thickened and the vegetables are cooked. Season,
stir in the peas and cook for 1 minute more.
3. Meanwhile, boil the potatoes for 10-15 minutes until tender.
Drain, then place back in the saucepan and mash. Stir
through enough milk to reach a fairly soft consistency, then
add the remaining olive oil and season.
4. Heat the grill. Spoon the hot vegetable mix into a pie dish,
top with the mash and drag a fork lightly over the surface,
Place under the grill for a few minutes until the top is crisp
golden brown.
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FUDGY CHOCOLATE PUDDING
This rich, fudgy pudding bakes in the oven and comes out with
two layers - a chocolate cake layer on top and a fudgy chocolate
sauce layer on the bottom. Spoon into serving bowls and
garnish with a dollop of cream, crème fraiche or ice cream
Ingredients
100g (4 oz) plain flour
150g (5 oz) caster sugar
2 tablespoons cocoa powder
1 dessertspoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon baking powder
100ml (4fl oz) semi skimmed milk
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
225g (8 oz) dark brown soft sugar
4 tablespoons cocoa powder
450ml (14 fl oz) hot water
Preparation method
1. In a medium bowl, combine flour, caster sugar, 2 tablespoons
cocoa, baking powder and salt.
2. Stir in the milk, oil and vanilla until smooth.
3. Spread an ungreased 23cm (9 in) square baking tin
4. Combine brown sugar sand 4 tablespoons cocoa; sprinkle
over batter in the pan. Pour hot water over all; do not stir.
5. Bake at 180°C/ Gas mark 4 for 35 to 40 minutes. Serve
warm.
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Assistant Priest
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Pastoral Assistant
Matthew Butler
matthew@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb.Ron Swan
The Revd Preb. Tony Kyriakides
The Revd Simon Walsh
Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob2@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
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Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge
P.C.C. Members
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Mary Drummond
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Claire Glen
Jim Glen
Jake Goedhuis
James Gourlay
John Hilary
Raana Khatabakhsh
Jacqueline Ladds
Christopher Maguire
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Matthew Butler
07496 022 336
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
Evelyn Olugboja
07794 409 313
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe

020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
\Miles Ridley
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Samantha Sharples-Owen
Sarah Shayler
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson

Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230
Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod
Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen
Communications & Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis
Young Formation Group
Convenor: the Assistant Priest
Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
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Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist Servers
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Family Eucharist Welcomers,
Readers and Intercessors
Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Family Eucharist Refreshments
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Sung Eucharist Welcomers
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Sung Eucharist Servers and
Intercessors
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055

£ 20
PER
DAY

Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Cover - ‘A snowy day in London’ picture taken by Connor Clark

