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FROM THE VICAR

HOPE
In winter’s darkness and at the turning of the year the world waits
in both fear and hope. The pandemic which seemed under control
in the summer is now raging afresh around the world despite
attempts to subdue it. Like a forest fire which has set the very
ground alight, it catches easily and spreads again where it seemed
to have been beaten out. The price so many have paid with their
lives (by Christmas perhaps two million), and with loss of work
and livelihood, and the enormous cost to be borne by future
generations, is hard to grasp. But we also have hope that the
vaccines now in production will be able to lead us back to a safer
life in 2021.
We do not expect it will be the same as before. While many of us
would like to have the green light for world travel again, to safely
visit family, or to holiday in the destinations we love, most of us
have used the time of Covid to reflect on the priorities for our lives
and to change things for good. Some people in government also
recognise that 2021 offers a unique opportunity to take bolder steps
towards reducing climate change and improving the quality of life
for everyone, although we must wait to see how much of the
rhetoric is made good. Some of this change will be voluntary, and
some may be forced by financial exigency.
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The church understands fear and hope held in tension at
Christmas. We are not told what time of the day Jesus was born,
but we hear of the shepherds in the fields
outside Bethlehem at night receiving the
message of the angels, and the darkness
of night is contrasted with the angelic
manifestation of God’s glory, heralding
the arrival of the Saviour, the light in our
darkness.
The nighttime, almost clandestine scene in the stable reminds us
that Mary’s baby was born into a dangerous and brutal world. The
Feast of Christmas is quickly followed by Holy Innocents, when
we remember the rageful massacre of male children by Herod the
Great, following the birth of Christ. The event is only recorded by
Matthew and so some scholars question its veracity, but the failure
of the historian Josephus to mention it could be simply because the
killing of children was not unusual enough to be newsworthy. The
everyday vulnerability of the baby in the manger born to parents
far from home was only the beginning of the dangers faced by God
in Christ, and the murder of the Innocents presages the death of the
innocent Christ on the cross.
Our hope for normality and health in 2021 is tentative, but
Christian hope is sure and certain, as St Paul reminds us. It is
founded on the Incarnation, God’s participation through Jesus
Christ in our disordered world, which lifts up our suffering
humanity into the realm of light. The coming of God into the
world (which we may understand as historical fact, spiritual truth
or world changing metaphor) insists on the ultimate victory of
truth, justice and peace, the victory of love, the victory of the
cross, the victory of the resurrection. I pray that as Christmas
comes, as the year turns and 2021 begins with its hopes and
challenges, you may know the love of God which surrounds you,
the light of Christ which shines in you, and the power of the Spirit
to live and work for God’s Kingdom.

FR RALPH
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FROM JULIE

As I sit down to write this letter it strikes me that this issue of the
magazine straddles the turnover from 2020 to 2021. And this has
given me a distinct feeling of hope, hope not merely that 2020 is
nearly over but that there is change and the promise of new life
ahead. While there is much to be thankful for today I think we all
feel happy too with the prospect of 2021. This does not mean of
course that all will immediately be back to normal but there is now
genuine hope that this difficult time will end. And I think the
essence of this very real hope captures something of the meaning
of Advent.
Advent is all about waiting in anticipation of hope, the hope of
new life and new birth. And this year the concept of waiting is all
the more tangible than in previous years. We have learned much
this year as a society and as a church about waiting. And I for one
am a bit tired of waiting. I want to experience the hope of new life
and new birth now. I want to see hope realised.
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And yet, as we enter the season of Advent and then Christmas,
let’s ponder a bit deeper on the idea of hope. So what do we hope
for? The end of the virus? World peace? Economic restoration?
We of course hope for these things but the hope we await in
Advent is much more. For I am not merely speaking about the end
of COVID 19 but I am pointing to an all encompassing eternal
hope that this season brings to life.
This year Advent looks different and it could be that our
experience these past 10 months will help us to capture its
meaning more readily. We are not able to have our Advent and
Christmas celebrations in the same way as in previous years but
we will celebrate. We will celebrate the hope of the Incarnation.
God, through the messiness of birth and into the complexity of
human life, has become one with us. Jesus was born, lived and
died as one of us. The significance of this cannot be underplayed
for it means that God in Christ has enveloped each of us in an
everlasting relationship of love. And this love is an open
welcoming invitation for all.
I am often overjoyed by the enthusiasm at St Peter’s in our call to
make God’s welcoming love known throughout our community.
And we have done this in a number of new creative ways
throughout the challenges of 2020. I’ll highlight just a few.
We have connected with people online through Sunday morning
services, school services, reflections, Zoom groups and more. This
has been a challenge at times but has also been a wonderful way to
both keep our community united whilst reaching out to others.
Our ministry with young families has been a particular joy for me.
It has been lovely and encouraging to see the involvement from so
many people, adults and children. Our relationship with the school
is positive and fun. We have developed a wonderful working
relationship with the teachers and staff despite the restrictions.
Whilst our online services have not always been perfect I am so
grateful to Fiona and Andrew Sackett for providing beautiful
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music for the family worship. Our Sung Eucharist has also
flourished during this time and Ralph as created some wonderful
videos. Andrew and the choir have produced beautiful music for us
all to enjoy. New people have begun to attend both services and all
have appreciated our time of worship together.
In terms of Christmas events, there are a number of services and
activities planned. Please do refer to the list in the centre pages of
the magazine. We are in the midst of working on our Nativity
video which at the moment has more than 45 children taking part.
As I am the Priest Minister I will end with a note on mission. Our
mission and outreach has looked different this year. We have been
unable to do many of the activities we enjoy and yet outreach has
continued.
During the first lockdown we connected with people in the parish
who were isolating through phone conversations and delivering
food and other practical items. The church has supported the work
of The Passage and the Food Bank. We have continued our
relationships with our Welcome Box friends through conversation
and practical help, including the purchase of 3 laptop computers.

One Happy Family Community Centre, Lesvos

All of this gives us reason to hope.
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And lastly we give
financially to our yearly
and Christmas charities.
This Christmas we are
supporting Tear Fund
and One Happy Family
Community Centre
working with refugees
in Lesvos (Lesbos).
The offering from the
Christingle services will
support the work of the
Children’s Society.

I finish with a Psalm of hope.
Psalm 121
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
4 He who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord is your keeper;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
8 The Lord will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and for evermore.

REVD JULIE
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DECEMBER CHILDREN’S PAGE
The Forerunner of Christ
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100 YEARS AGO

Letter from Mr D.Cleugh, dated 20/11/20
May I trespass on your space in order to talk a little about the
Mystery Play entitled “The Violet Under the Snow”, which is to
be performed on December 20th.
Now it seems that the whole virtue of such a performance consists
in the fact that it is entirely communal in its character – the actors
are chosen from among the Parishioners; the scenery should be
made by them, very plain in character; the properties supplied by
them; the dresses made by them out of the simplest and most
inexpensive materials-in short, the whole parish should lend its
support in one way or another to the furthering of the objects for
which the play is being produced…
The Choir will be responsible for the music and the carols. Four
Parishioners and the Rev. Paul Nicholls have undertaken the
parts of the play, so that the undertaking is already on its way…
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But what is most needed now is the furniture – the building of the
scene-and several very important properties to be used for the
necessary effects, such as a peal of tubular bells and sheep bells.
The furniture needed must be of the roughest description-a large
wooden armchair, a dresser, an oak chest, several rush-bottom
stools, and a large carpet of a plain dark colour, and a small round
table, very strong. If any Parishioners could lend any of these
things, would they communicate with Mr Dewin Cleugh at St
Peter’s Vestry?
COMMENT
There does not seem to be an extant text of “The Violet in the
Snow” as performed at St Peter’s. There is a song/hymn where the
infant Jesus is referred to as a violet in the snow, and there is a
story by Nathanael Hawthorne involving a child called Violet who
makes a girl from snow to be a playmate; she comes alive but
unfortunately melts when Violet’s parents insist on bringing her
into the house to warm up. Given the props that are required it
seems unlikely that it the play at St Peter’s was just a nativity story
although it seems that sheep bells are required and there will be
carols as well as accompanying music.
The whole project seems very ambitious, if it is to be entirely
produced and acted by members of the church. One also wonders
where all this rough-hewn furniture was going to come from in
Belgravia. Even in the poorer area of the parish served by St
John’s rustic furniture would have been unusual. Alas the next
issues of the magazine are missing so it seems we shall never know
more about its content, nor how it was received nor how well
attended the performances were.
VALERIE SMITH
11

BOOKS FOR ADVENT
Advent, like Lent, is one of the seasons for which publishers like
to have new books. Sometimes new angles emerge but on the
whole, after many seasons of Advent books, it can be hard to find
something new to say without shifting the focus to some tenuously
related topic. So one of the books I am recommending for Advent
reading is particularly well-focused. It is in fact a booklet,“Living
in Hope”, which, together with a CD, is part of the York Advent
Course, and could be used alone or via Zoom with friends.
https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/living-in-hope/
The course is by Catherine Fox, who will be know to some of you
by her series of novels which form the Lindchester Chronicles.
(By the way if you don’t know these, they could prove relaxing
but relevant Advent reading, with their stories of a year month by
month centred on the cathedral, parishes and people of
Lindchester. The first is “Acts and Omissions”).
The course takes the traditional Advent
approach looking at life, death and
after, but not in a way that will recall
the hellfire sermons of the 19th century.
It is full of quotations giving varied
points for reflection, some integrated
into the text, some in pull quote form,
from theologians to novelists, from
surgeons and doctors to monks and
musicians. Each of the four sections
ends with a number of challenging
questions. In what is likely still to be a time with restrictions on
meeting others, the CD is useful in enabling us to listen as it were
at first hand to the reactions and insights of other people.
If you want some additional material, I suggest a collection of
sermons by the late Michael Mayne, entitled “Responding to the
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Light”. It has a section devoted to Advent, as well as sections
going on to look at particular aspects of Christmas and Epiphany.
The sections are short and easy to read, which is a consideration in
a busy time. The language is simple, though not simplistic, and
direct with arresting phrases which stick in the mind: “It is the
Christlike God who is both our Saviour and our Judge”.
There is also an excellent talk by Rowan Williams on You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wluWNtLRo20
In some ways, I am inclined to recommend meditation on
liturgical elements of the season rather than new books. These
bring increased richness by giving a perspective that goes beyond
the babe in the manger that now seems to fill the periods both of
Advent and Christmastide but still retains the focus. Take for
instance the collect for the first Sunday in Advent (Cranmer’s own
work). This introduces us not simply to the idea of the historical
coming of Christ (“in which [he] came to us in great humility”),
but to his future coming (“that in the last day, when he shall
come”) and its present implications for us (“now in the time of
this mortal life”). We are no longer spectators of an event but
caught up in it. You can find the text both in the 1662 Book of
Common Prayer or in only slightly modified form in Common
Worship, or search online Anglican collect for Advent 1.
Similarly the “O” Antiphons give much matter for meditation.
These are verses which are generally said, starting on 17
December, at Evening Prayer or as Gospel acclamations, although
they are perhaps most familiar through the hymn “O come O come
Emmanuel”. Our neighbour church, St Matthew’s Westminster,
handily sets out the antiphons with some notes about their link
with the Old Testament and a bit of history (https://
www.stmw.org/o-antiphons.html). They give a new perspective on
the babe of Bethlehem who is addressed as Wisdom, Key of
David, Dayspring, King of the Nations, Root of Jesse and
Emmanuel. Reflecting on them can be very rewarding.
VALERIE SMITH
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PARISH NEWS

In October we were enjoying the opportunity to worship in church
again, and slowly getting used to distancing, masks and sanitising.
The 8.15am BCP Holy Communion service was held in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, and the Family Worship and Sung
Eucharists took place with limited numbers of people, who had
registered to attend. Both these services were also streamed on
YouTube, enabling them to reach larger numbers of people averaging around 100 views for the two services, sometimes
considerably more. A small choir sang for the Sung Eucharist, and
the Family Worship was kept simple and short to enable children to
stay relatively still. Wednesday morning Eucharists were well
attended too, and Tuesday lunchtime services much appreciated.
The church was closed apart from these times.
Harvest Festival was celebrated at the start of October and, as well
as the limited congregations, there were a hundred and fifty ‘views’
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of our harvest services online too. The last services in church before
the November lockdown was a beautiful Mass for All Souls on 2nd
November, and the two said masses the next two days. All Souls
was all the more moving because we knew we were about to be
closed again.
The process of getting in and out of the church in that month was
complicated because of falling plaster from the portico ceiling,
which necessitated the closure of the west doors and the portico
entirely. Subsequent inspection by our surveyor, with a large
hydraulic platform, and the removal of more plaster, revealed the
need to inspect the inside of the portico to assess possible damage to
the wooden beams which form its structure. To do this we needed to
erect a large scaffolding tower in the South end to allow a section of
ceiling to be removed. [See the detailed account on page 26.] Once
this is done and we know the scale of work needed, we shall have to
replace one or both sides of the copper roof, install a replacement
ceiling, and if necessary, replace some of the internal wooden
structure of the portico roof. Because of this, access to the church
was through the north door, and to enable a safe flow of people, exit
at the end of services was through the south door, into the
Kindergarten playground. This system of flow worked very well
once everyone knew where they were going!
The government announcement of a new one month lockdown at
the start of November meant that we ceased public worship again,
as well as cancelling almost every other use of the building. Most
(but not all) AA groups have continued, with very limited numbers,
and educational classes such as the Sunday Chinese schools and the
Kindergarten have been able to go on, and very limited professional
musical rehearsals.
From Remembrance onwards, the Family Worship with Agape took
place live, led by Revd Julie with lots of contributions from
recorded readers and intercessors and music from Andrew Sackett
and Fiona Hymns. The Sung Eucharist was led by Fr Ralph and
recorded slightly in advance, with recorded readings, prayers and
sermons, to enable these and the specially recorded music by
Andrew John Smith, Dan Moult and the choir to be enjoyed at better
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quality. Ralph and Julie also continued to record a weekly school
service and message for Early Years children, which were shared
with parents too. Children from year group bubbles came to
church in September and October and enjoyed extra RE lessons
with Revd Julie and Fr Ralph, and at the same time they all
worked on a creative project to build a Noah’s Arc display in
church, which was used in our services and subsequently moved
to school after half term, for all the children to see and enjoy.
The four special Sundays of
Remembrance, Stewardship, Christ the
King and Advent were very different
from usual, and the lack of an act of
Remembrance was a particular loss, but
we have done our best to keep the feasts
online with thankfulness and sincerity.
Ralph and Julie are very grateful to all
who have contributed their time and
help with services online.
If we had to find a silver lining in these months, it would of
course be the success of our worship on YouTube, for which we
are now fundraising to fit proper camera and sound equipment.
Grants were received, thanks to hard work by Valerie Smith and
Callum Shaw, towards our higher cleaning costs and new office
equipment and software. Before the November lockdown a flurry
of baptisms took place outside the Sunday services, with Zoom
links to allow absent family and godparents to be virtually
present. Much online work was done, with Pilgrim Course
meetings, the Faith Discussion Group, Book Group, Bible Study
led by Joe and Tuesday Evensong led by Judith. Weekly
reflections read by over a hundred people and weekly news have
been sent by email, the Welcome Box programme has continued
and the PCC’s committees have been at work.
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But it is also some of the small improvements being made to the
building which have given joy. Miraculously, after years of
standing still, out church clock has been brought back to life again
and now shows the right time on all four faces. Electrical work
required by our most recent Quinquennial inspection has also been
taking place, and not only is the building getting safer, but lights
which have not worked for months or years are now bright again both staircases, the office kitchen and
the east end of the church are now
illuminated properly, to the delight of
those of us who have been stumbling
in the dark. The portico lights were
also replaced this autumn, rather
ironically given the portico’s closure.
But best of all, the beautiful round
window over the apse has been
restored to its full beauty with new
LED backlighting. If only we could
allow a congregation to see it.
It is very hard to know what will happen in December and January.
It now seems possible that public worship can begin again and that
a modest celebration of Christmas can be held in church. If
possible, we will hold all our normal services except for carols; the
Family Christingle and Crib services will be duplicated and spread
out so that more people can attend. At the time of writing, we can
only hope that this will be allowed. One very firm hope for January
is that it will see the access ramp being built at last, as the project is
going out to tender. Around £50,000 has been raised so far towards
the cost, but more is still required. Seeing it built will put a smile
on all our faces in the New Year.

FR RALPH
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PICTURE FOR DECEMBER

St Nicholas—Fra Angelico (1400-1455)
The name Santa Claus comes from St Nicholas of
Bari. His generosity is shown in this painting
where we see him, under cover of darkness,
throwing a purse of gold coins into a house
where the father could not afford dowries for his
daughters.
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READINGS FOR DECEMBER AND
AND JANUARY
Sunday, 6 December:
2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Sunday 3 January
Epiphany
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12

Sunday 13 December:
3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

Sunday 10 January
Baptism of Christ
Genesis 1: 1-5
Acts 19: 1-7
Mark 1: 4-11

Sunday 20 December
4th Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16
Romans 16: 25-27
Luke 1: 26-38

Sunday 17 January
Epiphany 2
1 Samuel 3: 1-10
Revelation 5: 1-10
John 1: 43-51

Thursday 24 December
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9: 2-7
Titus 2: 11-14
Luke 2: 1-14

Sunday 24 January
Epiphany 3
Genesis 14: 17-20
Revelation 19: 6-10
John 2: 1-11

Friday 25 December
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52: 7-10
Hebrews 1: 1-4
John 1: 1-14

Sunday 31 January
Presentation of Christ
(Candlemas)
Malachi 3: 1-5
Hebrews 2: 14-18
Luke 2: 22-40

Sunday 27 December
John, Apostle, Evangelist
Exodus 33: 7-11a
1 John 1
John 21: 19b-25
19

DECEMBER CALENDAR
Tu 1

Charles de Foucauld, Hermit
in the Sahara, 1916

W2

For our prayer
For our staff

Th 3

Francis Xavier, Missionary,
Apostle of the Indies, 1552

For the Churches of South and
North India

F4

Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon,
Founder of the Little Gidding
Community, 1637

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Sa 5

For the Churchwardens

Su 6

The Second Sunday of Advent

For the Parish

M7

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
Teacher of the Faith, 397

For the freedom of the press

Tu 8

The Conception of the Blessed For motherhood
Virgin Mary

W9

Ember Day

For our calling

Th 10

For our prayer

F 11

Ember Day

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Sa 12
Su 13

Ember Day
For this Deanery
The Third Sunday of Advent For the Parish

M 14

John of the Cross, Poet, Teach- For our growth in faith this Ader of the Faith, 1591
vent

Tu 15

For the lonely

W 16

For the poor

Th 17

O Sapientia

For the Metropolitan Police

F 18

O Adonai

For all who have asked for our
prayers

Sa 19

O Radix Jesse

For the Churches mission agency
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DEC CALENDAR CONTD
Su 20 The Fourth Sunday of Ad- For the Parish
vent
M 21

O Oriens

For all who are in darkness

Tu 22 O Rex Gentium

For the homeless

W 23 O Emmanuel

For the Anonymous groups

Th 24 Christmas Eve

In thanksgiving for the Incarnation of the Son of God

F 25

In thanksgiving for the Incarnation of the Son of God

CHRISTMAS DAY

Sa 26 Stephen, Deacon, First
For all persecuted for their faith
Martyr
Su 27 John, Apostle and Evange- For the Parish
list
M 28 The Holy Innocents
For children
Tu 29

For midwives and paediatric nurses

W 30

For the Archbishop of Canterbury

Th 31

In thanksgiving for God’s grace in
2020

Su 31 The Presentation of Christ For the Parish
in the Temple (Candlemas)
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St Peter’s
Eaton Square

We warmly invite you to join us to celebrate

Advent and
Christmas 2020
We plan to celebrate Christmas as fully and safely
as possible this year.
Numbers at services will be limited, so please
contact the Administrator to register for Sung services, admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk or
02072354482, and the Eventbrite link in the
newsletter or Revd Julie Khovacs to register for
Family, Crib and Christingle services: revjuliekho@gmail.com
This year we will be producing an Online Carol
Service and Online Nativity Play, with details on
our website and YouTube channel.
22

Sunday 29th November - Advent Sunday
Online only: 9.45am Family Worship; 11.15am Sung Eucharist
Sunday 6th December - Advent 2
8.15am BCP; 9.45am Family Worship; 11.15am Sung Eucharist
Sunday 13th December - Advent 3
8.15am BCP; 9.45am Family Worship; 11.15am Sung Eucharist
4pm Christingle Celebration for children and families
Sunday 20th December - Advent 4
8.15am BCP; 9.45am Family Worship; 11.15am Sung Eucharist
4pm and 5.30pm Christingle Celebrations for children and families
Extra Crib Service
4pm 23rd December

Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve
4pm and 6pm Christmas Crib Service for children and families
10pm Midnight Mass

Friday 25th December - Christmas Day
8.15am BCP; 9.45am Family Eucharist; 11.15am Sung Eucharist
Sunday 27th December - St John the Evangelist
8.15am BCP; 10.30am Parish Eucharist
Sunday 3rd January - The Feast of the Epiphany
8.15am BCP; 9.45am Family Worship; 11.15am Sung Eucharist

Our Christmas collections this year will be donated to Tear Fund
(specifically for their work to end poverty in the lives of children)
and One Happy Family (a community centre in Lesvos who run a
restaurant that produces food for and with refugees and provide
classes for young children). Our Christingle services will collect
for The Children's Society.
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JANUARY CALENDAR
F1
Sa 2

Su 3
M4
Tu 5
W6

The Naming and Circumci- For the mission of the Parish
sion of Jesus
in 2021
Basil the Great and Gregory of For bishops
Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers,
The Epiphany

Th 7
F8
Sa 9
Su 10
M 11
Tu 12
W 13

The Baptism of Christ
Mary Slessor, Missionary in
West Africa, 1915
Benedict Biscop, Abbot of
Wearmouth, Scholar, 689
Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers,
Teacher of the Faith, 367

Th 14
F 15
Sa 16
Su 17

The Second Sunday of
Epiphany
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For the Parish
For refugees
For St Peter’s School
For all who have been baptised
at St Peter’s
For people living with depression
For all who have asked for our
prayers
For the parish staff
For the Parish
For all who serve others and the
gospel
For the Diocese of Durham
For the people and nations of
Europe
For the charity Saakshar School
Appeal
For all who have asked for our
prayers
For the charity Kidscape
For the Parish

JAN. CALENDAR CONT’D
M 18

Beginning of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity
Tu 19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester,
1095
W 20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349
Th 21 Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome,
304
F 22

For the churches in Westminster

M 25 The Conversion of Paul

For the teaching of Christian
Faith
For leaders in the church

For the unity of Christians:
churches in rural areas
For the unity of Christians: the
Anglican Communion
For the unity of Christians: the
Roman Catholic Church
For the unity of Christians: the
Orthodox Churches
Sa 23
For the unity of Christians: the
Churches of the Reformation
Su 24 The Third Sunday of Epiphany For the Parish

Tu 26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul
W 27

For parents and grandparents,
and all who care for children
Th 28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philoso- For theologians, For the charity
pher, Teacher of the Faith, 1274 Zacchaeus 2000
F 29
For all who have asked for our
prayers
Sa 30 Charles, King and Martyr, 1649 For those whom we find it difficult to love
Su 31 The Presentation of Christ in
For the Parish
the Temple (Candlemas)
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THE PORTICO=ITS PROBLEMS
Given the complications of getting into our church building, you
may find it helpful to have the following account of what we
know at present.
Firstly, the portico and tower are original structures. They survived both fires although there was some damage that was repaired. The portico roof is sheeted copper and cannot be easily
seen from any angle, especially the south pitch, because of the layout of the roofs. This has meant that over some past Quinquennial
surveys we were told that it needed to be inspected, as water was
penetrating through the south pitched portico roof.
Back in September, just as we had got
used to coming across the portico into
church, a piece of masonry fell off the
internal roof of the portico. I was advised by Darren, the church’s general
contractor, that an exclusion zone should
be put in place, as there could be a risk
to life if another piece fell. Following
this suggestion, I contacted Paul Travis,
our Quinquennial and Conservation surveyor, and Clive Dawson of Dawson
and Hockley, our structural engineer. I
hired an articulated boom for the day so they could inspect the internal portico roof in October 2020. The results of this survey,
were as follows:
A new internal portico masonry roof is required.
The portico south pitch requires new copper sheet.
All the high level stonework requires inspection and repair.
Further investigation work is required to see what damage the
water ingress has done to the structural timber.
The south pitch is subject to the prevailing weather.
26

This and pollution are among the factors which have meant the
copper is coming to the end of its serviceable life.
The next stage of the process has already begun. This article is being written on the 19th
November so by the time you read it the next
stage will be completed. Scaffolding has
been erected on the portico so an investigation section can be cut into the south pitch
internal portico roof. Paul and Clive will inspect the timbers and structure. This will
then allow them to draft the required specifications for the repairs required. The final investigation stage will then give the church an
idea of the scale of required repairs. I will report back, when the
report is published, regarding this final stage of investigation
works.
I was lucky to go up on the articulated boom;
it is interesting to see hitherto unexplored parts
of the church. My highlight was finding that
we have two ‘gargoyles’ on either corner of
the portico roof. They can’t easily be seen
from the ground. It appears that they are purely decorative. I find it really fascinating that I
am still find finding new parts of this lovely church. The gargoyle
looks more like a lion to me…….
On a more positive note, we again have planning permission for
the ramp. The required plans have been completed and will be retendered before the end of the year.
In this pandemic year, I am sure we have all missed getting together, and enjoying everything our church has to offer. We have clearly taken a lot for granted. I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New year.
Callum Shaw
Senior Verger and Premises Manager
See the picture of the Verger’s new assistant on page 41.
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RECOLLECTIONS
Last November’s Remembrance Day service and wreath laying at
the tomb of the Unknown Warrior were poignantly powerful both
in their intensity because of lockdown and the remembrance that
this was the hundredth anniversary of the opening of the
Cenotaph in Whitehall and the laying to rest of the Unknown
Warrior in Westminster Abbey. Both caused me to recall
memories of both World Wars and events to do with St Peter’s.
It is not well known that the Unknown Warrior was placed, the
night before he was buried, in St Peter’s parish, on the central
platform of Victoria Station. The station was in fact two stations,
one for the London, Chatham and Dover Railway on the left,
facing the platforms, and the other for the London, Brighton and
South Coast Railway on the right. Standing on the station today
we can still see this original layout.
For some reason, in the later 1980s it was decided to mark the
spot where the unknown serviceman was placed with a plaque.
The parish clergy were asked as usual to conduct the
Remembrance Day Service on the station and that year Fr Alan
Chidwick, the non-stipendiary curate , went
to conduct it. When he arrived, the station
staff realised that the plaque had not been
blessed and therefore, after the service on the
concourse, Fr Alan led the staff and
congregation that had gathered to the spot
and blessed the plaque. It can be seen on the
wall facing outward to the concourse at the
end of the row of shops. It was an act of
ministry by the Church in recognition of the
sacrifice that so many members of the army,
navy and airforce had made in the First World War.
Secondly, another memory relating St Peter’s to the Second
World War came to mind at the same time. During my time at St
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Peter’s, a regular member of the congregation was a certain
Cassandra Wise. Her husband had been an officer in the British
Army and entered what became West Berlin as the Allies
occupied the city. The city was in utter ruins, bombed and fought
over until hardly anything remained standing. While walking
through the ruins, he passed a church totally destroyed but spotted
a set of sanctuary bells. He picked them up and rescued them from
the destruction of the bulldozers, clearing the rubble.
Many years later, on one of my
visits to see Cassandra, she
showed me the bells and
offered them to me for the
church. These are the bells
which are rung at every
Eucharist
celebrated at St
Peter’s, at the elevation of the
Sacrament and at the invitation
to receive Holy Communion
from then on to this day. The
bells are on three arms each
ending with angel’s wings, each of the three bells is individually
sprung so that its ring is tuned, making a musical sound, not a
clanging noise. They are a beautiful thing and well worth a closer
inspection. What appeared to be the end of the worship in that
destroyed church has continued at St Peter’s in a new life, made
possible by the care of Cassandra’s husband in rescuing them and
Cassandra’s generosity in donating them for the church’s use. This
is why she is listed among the benefactors of St Peter’s, prayed for
annually on the anniversary of her death and on All Souls Day.
These reflections, inspired by Remembrance Day, were sent to the
Editorial Group by Fr Desmond Tillyer, who was our Vicar at the
time of the fire. We thought that this information about Victoria
Station and one of the church artefacts, would be of general
interest to readers.
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SAINT FOR WINTER (1)
St John of the Cross (Spanish: Juan de la Cruz; 24 June
1542 -14 December 1591), venerated as St John of the Cross
John was a Spanish Catholic priest, mystic, and a Carmelite friar of
Jewish origin. He is a major figure of the
Counter-Reformation in Spain, and he is one
of the thirty-six Doctors of the Church.
John of the Cross is known especially for his
writings. He was mentored by and
corresponded with the older Carmelite, Teresa
of Ávila. Both his poetry and his studies on
the development of the soul are considered the
summit of mystical Spanish literature and
among the greatest works of all Spanish
literature. He was canonized and declared
Doctor of the Church by Pope Benedict XIII in 1726. He is
regarded as the "Mystical Doctor" by the Church.
He was born Juan de Yepes y Álvarez at Fontiveros, Old Castile
into a converso family (descendants of Jewish converts to
Catholicism) in Fontiveros, near Ávila, a town of around 2,000
people. His father, Gonzalo, was an accountant to richer relatives
who were silk merchants. In 1529 Gonzalo married John's mother,
Catalina, who was an orphan of a lower class; he was rejected by
his family and forced to work with his wife as a weaver. John's
father died in 1545, while John was still only around three years
old. Two years later, John's older brother, Luis, died, probably as a
result of malnutrition due to the poverty to which the family had
been reduced. As a result, John's mother Catalina took John and his
surviving brother Francisco, first to Arévalo, in 1548 and then in
1551 to Medina del Campo, where she was able to find work.
In Medina, John entered a school for 160 poor children, mostly
orphans, to receive a basic education, mainly in Christian doctrine.
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They were given some food, clothing and lodging. While studying
there, he was chosen to serve as an altar boy at a nearby monastery
of Augustinian nuns. Growing up, John worked at a hospital and
studied the humanities at a Jesuit school from 1559 to 1563. The
Society of Jesus was at that time a new organisation, having been
founded only a few years earlier by the Spaniard St. Ignatius of
Loyola. In 1563 he entered the Carmelite Order, adopting the name
John of St. Matthias.
In the following year, he made his First Profession as a Carmelite
and travelled to Salamanca University, where he studied theology
and philosophy. It has been suggested that this period at Salamanca
would influence all his later writings, since Fray Luis de León
taught biblical studies (Exegesis, Hebrew and Aramaic) at the
university. León was one of the foremost experts in biblical studies
at that time and had written an important and controversial
translation of the Song of Songs in Spanish.
John was ordained as a priest in 1567. He
subsequently thought about joining the strict
Carthusian Order, which appealed to him
because of its practice of solitary and silent
contemplation. His journey from Salamanca
to Medina del Campo, probably in September
1567 became pivotal. In Medina he met the
influential Carmelite nun, Teresa of Ávila
(whose professed name was Teresa of Jesus).
She was staying in Medina to found the
second of her new convents. She immediately
talked to him about her ideas for the reform of
the Order: she was seeking to restore the
purity of the Carmelite Order by reverting to the observance of its
"Primitive Rule" of 1209, which had been relaxed by Pope Eugene
IV in 1432.
Under the Rule, much of the day and night were to be divided
between the recitation of the Liturgy of the Hours, study and
devotional reading, the celebration of Mass and periods of solitude.
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In the case of friars, time was to be spent evangelizing the
population around the monastery. There was to be total abstinence
from meat and a lengthy period of fasting from the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross (September 14) until Easter. There were to
be long periods of silence, especially between Compline and
Prime. Coarser, shorter habits were to be worn. There was also an
injunction against wearing covered shoes (also previously
mitigated in 1432) – this led to the reformed order being known as
‘Discalced’ (unshod) Carmelites.
Teresa asked John to delay his entry into the Carthusian order and
to follow her. Having spent a final year studying in Salamanca, in
August 1568 John travelled with Teresa from Medina to
Valladolid, where Teresa intended to found another convent. After
a spell at Teresa's side in Valladolid, learning more about the new
form of Carmelite life, in October 1568, John left Valladolid,
accompanied by Friar Antonio de Jesús de Heredia, to found a
new monastery for Carmelite friars, the first to follow Teresa's
principles. They were given the use of a derelict house at Duruelo
(midway between Ávila and Salamanca), which had been donated
to Teresa. On 28 November 1568, the monastery was established,
and on that same day, John changed his professed name to "John
of the Cross".
Soon after, in June 1570, the friars found the house at Duruelo was
too small, and so moved to the nearby town of Mancera de Abajo.
John moved from the first community to set up a new community
at Pastrana in October 1570, and then a further community at
Alcalá de Henares, as a house for the academic training of the
friars. In 1572 he arrived in Ávila, at Teresa's invitation. She had
been appointed prioress of the Convent of the Incarnation there in
1571. John became the spiritual director and confessor of Teresa
and the other 130 nuns there, as well as for a wide range of
laypeople in the city. In 1574, John accompanied Teresa for the
foundation of a new religious community in Segovia, returning to
Ávila after staying there a week. Aside from the one trip, John
seems to have remained in Ávila between 1572 and 1577.
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The years 1575–77 saw a great increase in tensions among Spanish
Carmelite friars over the reforms of Teresa and John. Since 1566
the reforms had been overseen by Canonical Visitors from the
Dominican Order, with one appointed to Castile and a second to
Andalusia. The Visitors had substantial powers: they could move
members of religious communities from one house to another or
from one province to the next. They could assist religious superiors
in the discharge of their office, and could delegate superiors
between the Dominican or Carmelite orders. In Castile, the Visitor
was Pedro Fernández, who prudently balanced the interests of the
Discalced Carmelites with those of the nuns and friars who did not
desire reform.
In Andalusia to the south, the Visitor was Francisco Vargas, and
tensions rose due to his clear preference for the Discalced friars.
Vargas asked them to make foundations in various cities, in
contradiction to the express orders from the Carmelite Prior
General to curb expansion in Andalusia. As a result, a General
Chapter of the Carmelite Order was convened at Piacenza in Italy
in May 1576, out of concern that events in Spain were getting out
of hand. It concluded by ordering the total suppression of the
Discalced houses.
That measure was not immediately enforced. King Philip II of
Spain supported Teresa's reforms, and so was not immediately
willing to grant the necessary permission to enforce the ordinance.
The Discalced friars also found support from the papal nuncio to
Spain, Nicolò Ormaneto , Bishop of Padua, who still had ultimate
power to visit and reform religious orders. When asked by the
Discalced friars to intervene, Nuncio Ormaneto replaced Vargas as
Visitor of the Carmelites in Andalusia with Jerónimo Gracián, a
priest from the University of Alcalá, who was in fact a Discalced
Carmelite friar himself. The nuncio's protection helped John avoid
problems for a time. In January 1576, John was detained in Medina
del Campo by traditional Carmelite friars, but through the nuncio's
intervention, he was soon released. When Ormaneto died on 18
June 1577, however, John was left without protection, and the
friars opposing his reforms regained the upper hand.
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On the night of 2 December 1577, a group of Carmelites opposed
to reform broke into John's dwelling in Ávila and took him
prisoner. John had received an order from superiors, opposed to
reform, to leave Ávila and return to his original house. John had
refused on the basis that his reform work had been approved by
the papal nuncio to Spain, a higher authority than these superiors.
The Carmelites therefore took John captive. John was taken from
Ávila to the Carmelite monastery in Toledo, at that time the
order's leading monastery in Castile, with a community of 40
friars.
To be continued in the next issue
RICHARD CARTER

COMMENT
St John is recognised as one of the leading theologians of the
mystical negative way, one who emphasised the way of renunciation of images of God in favour of the darkness of pure burning
faith. This is all the more striking because some works were written in such adverse circumstances and others in the intervals of a
busy life founding, with St Teresa, a number of religious houses,
and acting as a director to many both in religious orders and
outside. Although much of his work seems austere in tone, it is reported that when he spoke at recreation he discoursed so delightfully that he would make all those present laugh.
The rest of the story of John’s story, his escape, the establishing, of
monastic houses, the eventual recognition of the Discalced and his
death and canonisation will be covered in the next magazine.
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PICTURE FOR JANUARY

Charles King and Martyr (1600-16490), from a
stained glass window by Ninian Cooper, church
of St Mary Magdalene, Gillingham, Kent.
Feast day: January 30th.
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JANUARY CHILDREN’S PAGE

Jesus at twelve
years old:
read the story in
St Luke’s Gospel, chapter 2,
verses 41-52.

Then try to spot
ten differences
between the two
pictures!
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The WESTMINSTER FOODBANK
needs DONATIONS more than ever!
There are ways we can continue to help the most
vulnerable in our society... Please bring in your nonperishable food for the Foodbank. Contact Revd Julie
for information on where to leave donations. Our
volunteers will deliver them to the Food Bank
promptly. Financial support is also appreciated.
I was hungry,
and you fed me...
(Matt 25.35)
The Westminster Foodbank is based
at Westminster Chapel and provides three days’ worth of nutritionally balanced (non-perishable) food to
residents in the Borough of Westminster experiencing
financial crisis, through a voucher scheme.
It is part of a nationwide network of Foodbanks.
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RECIPE FOR POST-CHRISTMAS
Even in this very atypical year you have probably had a lot of rich
foods over Christmas, perhaps even more than usual if you have
had fewer visitors to share them with. However, that does not mean
that January has to be a month of self-flagellation. For a start,
Christmas goes on till at least Twelfth Night (6 Jan, Epiphany) and
possibly even till Candlemas on 2 February, although few of us
have the stamina to keep up celebrations for so long. However, a
move to different types of meals may be welcome.
In Italy, dishes of lentils are traditionally served at the New Year, it
being supposed that the resemblance of the flat round lentils to
coins may presage a prosperous year. The more lentils consumed
the more coins which we may feel particularly in need of. The
Italians combine the lentils with a large sausage and certainly
lentils go well with pork. So here is a recipe for a simple lentil
soup, served with sausages or bacon.
For two people, take 4 oz (125g)
of lentils. The orange ones make a
soupier soup, but in others the
lentils remain more distinct if you
want to count your coins. They do
not need soaking. Soften a
chopped carrot and onion in lard
or bacon fat or oil and then stir in
the lentils and about a pint (50cl)
of water. Put in a bay leaf, a
couple of cloves and half a dozen
peppercorn and simmer until the
lentils are soft (half an hour to an hour depending on the type of
lentil). Add salt towards the end of cooking. Garnish each serving
with two or three grilled chipolata sausages or some chopped
grilled bacon and a little chopped parsley.
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR
2020-2021
2020-2021

Festival - Holy Day

Worship

Sun 29 Nov.

First Sunday of Advent

Morning worship online.

Sun 6 Dec.

Second Sunday of Advent

Morning worship at normal
times.

Sun 13 Dec.

Third Sunday of Advent

Morning worship at normal
times.
Christingle Service at 4pm.

Sun 20 Dec.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Morning worship at normal
times.
Christingle Service at 4pm.

Wed 23 Dec.

Wednesday before Christmas

Crib Service at 4pm

Thur 24 Dec.

Christmas Eve

Crib Services at 4.00 and
6.00pm
Midnight Mass 10.00pm

Fri 25 Dec.

Christmas Day

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Sun 27 Dec.

St John the Evangelist

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30am

Sun 3 Jan.

The Epiphany

Morning worship at normal
times.

Sun 10 Jan.

The Baptism of Christ

Morning worship at normal
times.
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Sun 31 Jan.

Presentation of Christ in the
Temple (Candlemas)

Morning worship at normal
times.

Wed. 17 Feb.

Ash Wednesday

Eucharist with Imposition of
Ashes at 8.00am; 9.30am
(School);12.30pm; 7.00pm

Sun 14 March

Mothering Sunday

Morning worship at normal
times.

Sun 28 March

Palm Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Procession of Palms
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Thur 1 April

Maundy Thursday

The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 7.00pm

i 2 April

Good Friday

The Story of Good Friday
10.00am
The Liturgy of Good Friday
12noon

Sat 3 April

Easter Eve

Easter Vigil 8.00pm

Sun 4 April

Easter Day

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Sun 9 May

The Dedication of St Peter’s
Eaton Square

Morning worship at normal
times

Thur 13 May

Ascension Day

Midday worship at normal
time

Sun 16 May

Sunday after Ascension Day

Morning worship at normal
times

Sun 23 May

Pentecost

Morning worship at normal
times

Sun 30 May

Trinity Sunday and Confirmation by the Bishop of London

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist with Confirmation 10.30am

Thur 3 June

Corpus Christi

Midday worship at normal
time

Sun 4 July

Peter the Apostle
Patronal Festival

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30am
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Wed 29 Sept.

Michael and All Angels

Midday worship at normal time

Sun 3 Oct.

Harvest Thanksgiving

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30am followed by Parish Lunch

Sun 31 Oct.

All Saints’ Sunday

Morning worship at normal
times

Tues 2 Nov.

All Souls’ Day

Sung Eucharist at 7.00pm

Sun 7 Nov.

Stewardship Sunday

Morning worship at normal
times

Sun 14 Nov.

Remembrance Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Act of Remembrance 11.00am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Sun 22 Nov.

Christ the King

Morning worship at normal
times

The Verger’s new Assistant Rudolf
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07956 310 764
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Callum Shaw
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Valerie Smith
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David Stanley
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Rosa da Silva
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Readers Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Intercessors

Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen

Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh
(07742 521 650)

Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar

Sung Eucharist
Servers
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LEM
Valerie Smith
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Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter
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Readers
Richard Carter
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The Outreach Group
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Hospitality Co-ordinator
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Safeguarding Officer
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Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
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Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
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Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Sidesmen (Welcomers)
Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
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Worship at St Peter’s
WORSHIP DURING THE PERIOD OF COVID19
While for the time being it seems that we will be able to have
services in church, subject to following the hygiene rules, we are
still in a period of uncertainty. To keep up with possible changes,
and to see arrangements for special Christmas services, please
consult our website or the weekly emailed newsletter (to which
you can subscribe via the website) or https://www.facebook.com/
pg/stpetereatonsq or Twitter @StPetersEatonS1
Sunday worship includes 8.15am Holy Communion (no need to
book), a non-eucharistic family service at 9.45am, for which you
will need to book via Eventbrite (46 places: children of three and
under do not count towards the total), and a Sung Eucharist at
11.15am (40 places: please email the parish administrator if you
wish to attend—see page 42 for details). There is a said
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesdays and at 8am on Wednesdays.
Services are also live streamed. Because of falling plaster from
the portico roof we are unable to keep the church open for
private prayer at the moment and entrance for services, until
some protection is in place, is via the red door on the north
(Wilton Rd) side of the church.
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