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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr

Britain spins slowly into the darkness of winter, a seasonal
movement which is currently mirrored in our political realm. In
the church our hearts and minds turn to Advent, and to Christmas.
While in the school year, endings and beginnings are the preoccupation in July and September, for the church, it is at Advent
and Christmas when we consider what has been, and what is to
come. The weeks of Advent briefly recall the history of our salvation, from the Patriarchs, through the Prophets to John the
Baptist, and we read the words of the Revelation to John about
the end times and reflect on the ultimate judgement of God. Spiritual optimists rejoice in the heaven which awaits us, and pessimists prepare for the wrath of God. Agnostics simply sit out the
month and wait for the return of less eschatological times. But
Advent is just a prelude which will lead us to the celebration of
the birth of the Christ Child to Mary. As Advent reaches Christmas we pass through a spiritual portal which takes us back from
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the consideration of the second coming of Christ, to the first
coming of our Saviour. In the upside down world of the Kingdom the themes of Advent, the Four Last Things - Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell - lead us to the baby born in Bethlehem.
Endings and beginnings, birth through to death, the bookends of
created time, and the bracket around our existence, the wrapper
of God’s purposes which enfolds our small lives. As we move
towards our individual end, and as we become more aware of the
touch of eternity in our lives, we may consider with new insight
how much the birth of this child is the key to understanding who
we are, what this life means to God, and where we are going.
The birth of Christ moves us, and the baby in the manger warms
our heart and stirs our feelings of love and hope. But in the Biblical narrative the birth of Jesus was not all angelic choirs. The
birth of our Saviour was accompanied by the slaughter of male
children, and in fear the Holy Family fled to a fragile safety as
refugees in Egypt. Just as reality crashed into the beginning of
the life of Jesus, so reality crashes into our lives too. Even in this
place and this time, blessed as we are with security and health
never known before, we each experience aspects of death, judgement, heaven and hell while we live, through the events and traumas of human experience, our struggles, failures, joys and ultimately our own ending.
In all of this, we dare to believe that we are held in Christ - that it
is he whose life enfolds ours, whose love frames our birth, our
learning, becoming, living, and our passing. The Incarnation
holds the whole year and our whole life in the hand of divine Being. The Incarnation brings the life of God into the reality of our
world, into human experience of death, judgement, heaven and
hell in this life, and brings all of human experience into the life
of God. All our vulnerability, our struggles, our weakness, our
longing, our becoming, our triumph, our humiliation and defeat,
our calling and recalling - all is held in Christ, as his life has become ours, so that we might live in God forever.
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longing, our becoming, our triumph, our humiliation and defeat,
our calling and recalling - all is held in Christ, as his life has become ours, so that we might live in God forever.
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Our awareness of the profundity of this act of God, this Incarnation, comes home to us above all in our baptism, when we reflect
on what it means to have been baptised into Christ. This is why it
makes sense to remember the baptism of Jesus immediately after
Christmas. We follow Jesus into the waters of baptism, and to be
baptised into him is to share his birth, his mother, his experience
of family life, his growth and learning, his ministry and teaching,
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his rejection, suffering, death and burial. It is also to share his
resurrection, and a life set free from ‘all the vain things which
charmed me most’, to live life set free in him and for him.
I was baptised by immersion as a teenager, and that afternoon,
after I had changed back into dry clothes, one of our youth group
leaders gave me a Bible. Inside was a baptismal passage, from
Galatians 2, verses 19 and 20: “I have been crucified with
Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” At the time I
saw it as something to live up to, an impossible calling, but as
time goes by the more deeply I feel that it is a statement about
the love of God, which is made manifest in the Incarnation of
Christ. The Incarnation we are to celebrate in the coming weeks,
his birth for us, places us in the heart of God for all eternity.
I wish you all a very happy Christmas.

FR RALPH
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From julie
Early in November eight of us
from St Peter’s Transformation
group enjoyed a lunch at The
Clink, a restaurant run and maintained by inmates in Brixton Prison. Phoebe Hilary describes our
visit and gives some background to
the Clink in her article on page 9.
What I want to particularly highlight though is the interaction with
our server whom we will call Eric. He was a bit shy at first but
very quickly opened up about his life, his experience in prison
and his difficult journey towards rehabilitation.
I was struck most by Eric’s honesty, both about his past and his
hopes for the future. He spoke about the power to change, to
change his values, to change how he thinks about himself and
how he views and reacts to others. And it seemed that he is going through a very real change.
Eric was struck by the fact that there were two priests at the table
so the conversation inevitably turned to faith, to church and to
God. He spoke starkly of the power of evil in a way that makes
those of us who haven’t lived his reality a bit uncomfortable. Towards the end of the meal Eric said that ‘his hope is that he has
left the evil behind, that he is now working towards living a life
pleasing to God, that he was now on the road towards heaven.’
He did not use these words but I think this is what he meant.
I wanted to say, ‘Eric you don’t need to earn anything for God
loves you just the way you are.’ This is of course true but I think
in that moment it would have been unfair to him and to his efforts to change. At the heart of our faith is the unconditional
love and grace of God. And yet, giving someone like Eric the
ability to change, the hope that he can now live a good life is an
act of the grace and love of God. For God does love Eric the
way he is; just as he loves all of us here today the way we are.
But the welcoming love of God is not stagnant. For the genuine
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love that is abounding in grace moves towards the courage to
change and the freedom to hope.
I am often overjoyed by the enthusiasm at St Peter’s in our call
to make God’s welcoming love known throughout our community. We do this in a number of ways and for our purposes I’ll
highlight just a few:
St Peter’s Children and families. Our family service is growing in joy and liveliness. Carole, Joe and Fiona are doing a wonderful job each Monday and Friday welcoming toddlers and their
carers to The Poppets. Our relationship with the school is positive and fun. Parents are increasingly coming to us with ideas of
how to further build this relationship, the most recent being
Claire Johnson’s idea of creating a Reverse Advent Calendar in
aid of The Passage to promote giving in both the church and
school.
The Children’s Choir is very popular with 34 children now taking part. Elisabeth is a wonderful and highly skilled choir director and Joe is assisting her with playing the piano and in the singing. Our organist Andrew Sackett is also involved and has made
possible the wonderful opportunity to join with his adult professional choir in a special Christmas concert on the 7th of December. The children are very excited about this opportunity.
Other young people’s activities There are a number of children’s activities planned for Christmas. The Nativity Play is on
the 15th of Dec and we have 19 children involved this year. We
have a good number of young people attending the Youth Group
and look forward to the year ahead.
Newcomers’ lunches: We have a new initiative to hold lunches
for new people in the church. We held our first a few weeks ago
and it was a lovely time together. The idea for the lunches is for
people to come together, to learn a bit about St Peter’s and to
connect with one another. We plan to hold these every two to
three months after the family service. Please do let me know if
you are interested in helping or attending.
Carols: There are a number of outreach and social activities
coming up in December including our annual Christmas Carol
singing with the school choir and mince pie give-away at Victoria station Monday the 16th of December 1.00-3.00. All are wel7

come and encouraged to join us!
Welcome Boxes continues to flourish and we have a number of
new people who have joined the group as volunteers. We also
have a number of new people to visit, all recently hosted by
Housing Justice. Sam Atkins has recently taken on the job of applying for grants and is very enthusiastic about what this might
bring for the future. Our next welcome party will be an International Christmas party the 17th of December 3-6 pm in my flat.
We are asking our friends to bring either food or a tradition to
share from their home country. Everyone is very welcome to
join us.
A big part my life this last year and particularly the last 6 months
has been helping to plan the clergy retreat held last week in Merville, France. I was a bit nervous in the run up to the conference
as there were 85 clergy of diverse churches and backgrounds
coming together. In the end it was a lovely experience with a
positive and encouraging atmosphere. And I have already joined
the planning for the next one. Last week we enjoyed a refreshing time together at our parish retreat in Ely led by Canon Tim
Alban Jones.
And finally, Christmas is just around the corner and I am looking
forward to all this will bring. Please do join us for one of our
many services, including Christingle on Sunday the 8th at 4 pm,
the Nativity on Sunday the 15th at the 9.45 service, the Carol Service on Sunday the 22nd at 6 pm and the Crib Service and Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.
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Lunch at THE CLINK
Together with Father Ralph and Julie, a group of 6 of us from St.
Peter’s made our way to Brixton Prison for lunch at the Clink
restaurant. The security was formidable. We had to leave hats,
scarves and gloves as well as keys, mobiles and bags in lockers
and were not even allowed handkerchiefs in our pockets. Then a
massive door was opened and we were frisked. Another door
opened and we were led across a courtyard to the restaurant.
The restaurant was large and comfortable and only the plastic
cutlery reminded us that we were in prison. We had pre-ordered
our meal from a choice of 3 sophisticated menus each offering
meat, fish and vegetarian dishes .The food was of a high standard
and Alex, our chief waiter, was very friendly and quickly identified each one of us and our wishes. He told us that he realized
how stupid his past life had been and that he was now determined to go straight. He urged us to come again and to try the
Sunday menu and the dinner menu (Sammie, one of our group
recommended it) for they are more elaborate.
Although the prison has been modernized, the buildings evoke a
grimmer past. It was built in 1819 and was soon overcrowded,
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gaining the reputation of one of the worst prisons in London. It
was among the first to introduce penal treadmills. In 1852 it was
converted into a prison for women after Tasmania became the
final colony to refuse to accept women prisoners from England.
Later it became a military prison. Today it is a Category B training establishment and may be known to readers as the setting of
Gordon Ramsay’s TV series ‘Gordon Behind Bars’.
The Clink restaurant was opened 5 years ago. The thirty prisoners who work in the restaurant and kitchen train towards gaining
City and Guilds NVQs.
Our experience was very positive (unlike perhaps that of former
inmates such as Bertrand Russell, George Lansbury, Oswald
Mosley and Mick Jagger) and we thank Julie very much for organizing a very interesting and enjoyable outing. We strongly
recommend it.
PHOEBE HILARY

BOOK CLUB
The next Book Club meeting is fixed for Wednesday,
On Wednesday 18 December at 7.00pm
at 54 Chester Row
The book chosen is “The Warden” by Anthony Trollope.
All are welcome
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Enjoy this celebration on 8 December
and, if you can join
us for Christingle
making, from
3.30pm on Friday
the 6th
in the Committee
Room.
We would also be
very grateful to
those who can bring
cakes and treats for
the party after the
service.

Christmas Carol Singing
and Mince Pie give-away
at Victoria Station.
Come and sing with us at
Victoria Station, accompanied by the school choir,
on Monday the 16th of December from 1pm to
2.30pm.
Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to attend!
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FROM JOE

This Christmas will be a weird one for me. Every year since I
started University I have been heavily involved with the music of
Christmas from playing the organ at carol services to playing in
brass bands or to the countless services I was singing for; this,
however, will be my first year with a minimal amount of musical
involvement. I thoroughly look forward to all the music and
concerts that will be held here at St Peter's this year. I do eagerly
anticipate my old university’s carol service, where I have been
invited back to play the organ.
Music brings so much to life and to worship; music has the
intense beauty to bring us to tears or to raise us up. All too often
we don’t notice the music around us or what it is doing. The
easiest way to see the effects of music is to watch a film where
the soundtrack has been taken away (examples of this can be
found on YouTube). We associate emotions with particular
sounds and memories and it is easy to forget what we have till it
isn’t there.
So far I’ve really enjoyed everyone and everything at St Peter's.
There have been challenges and there have been moments where
I have had no idea about what to do or how to go about it. But
everyone has been all too kind and ready to help me learn 12

whether that be writing my
first talk, and the others I have
done since, learning how to
deacon for a service or even
the lesson I had on being
Thurifer 15 minutes before
the start of the service.
There
have
also
been
moments that have gone very

well, if not hard work, for
example helping Fiona to
create and put up the trees for
harvest or cake decorating
with the youth group.
When I started and had my
commissioning service on the
1st
September,
Ralph
explained the role of Pastoral
Assistant to the church and really emphasized that St Peters was
very lucky to have a Pastoral Assistant, So far I am finding it is
quite the other way around, in that I am very lucky to be the
Pastoral Assistant of St Peters.
I am very much looking forward to working with the youth
group particularly over the spring and summer months and hope
to plan some fun and exciting activities with Revd Julie. But for
now let us focus on the impending seasons of Advent and
Christmas with all the joys and excitement they will be bringing,
and I will with excitement and joy as I share these upcoming
seasons and holidays with you.
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PARISH NEWS

October, the month of mellow fruitfulness, began with our celebrations of Harvest. On Friday the 4th our St Peter’s School children came to celebrate in church, bringing with them a huge
number of gifts for The Passage, and on Sunday the 6th at a joint
Parish Eucharist Harvest Festival service the children went to the
Parish Hall to make apple and pear decorations with prayers to
hang on two beautiful harvest trees in church. The service was
followed by a lovely lunch together on the portico, and our gifts
were taken to The Passage, who said it was the biggest individual gift of food they receive all year. The food is used particularly
to help those moving into their own flat after homelessness. The
following week Revd Julie led a harvest celebration for Eaton
House School, Fr Ralph was away on retreat in France, and Year
5 came to church to showcase their recent work to their whole
school in their assembly.
The Choir of the 21st Century performed a concert on Saturday
12th October and on Sunday the 13th the Youth Group went out
to eat together in the evening. On Saturday the 19th the church
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was filled for a memorial service in memory of Cecil Woolf, and
the following day we were delighted to baptise six children Scarlett Thomas and David Nellie, and Tiffany, Ava-Jae, MilaJae and Charlee Siu. The Faith Discussion Group met on Monday the 21st to discuss our stewardship of nature, and on Saturday 26th October a beautiful chamber music concert was held in
church on behalf of Saakshar and Help Musicians UK.
We marked All Souls Day with a moving Sung Eucharist on Saturday 2nd November, and All Saints Sunday on the 3rd. Our
youth group also met on the 3rd, and then our clergy were away
for three days at the Two Cities Clergy Conference at Merville in
northern France with Bishop Sarah. A memorial service took
place in church on Thursday 7th November, remembering David
Miles, who was married to his wife Elizabeth at St Peter’s. Sunday the 10th was kept as Remembrance Sunday in the normal
way with an act of Remembrance on the Portico at 11am, and
simultaneous services at Victoria Station, and the message of
Remembrance was explored by Year 6 children when they came
to church to present their learning to the whole school on
Wednesday 13th, in a moving play telling the story of a ten year
old child living in Victoria through the First World War.
On Thursday 14th of November a group of eight people from St
Peter’s went to have lunch in the amazing Clink restaurant in
HMP Brixton, a restaurant run by prisoners which trains inmates
to work in catering on their release. The following day another
group of fifteen went to stay at Bishop Woodford House in the
centre of Ely for our overnight parish retreat, which was a

very moving and relaxing experience. This was followed by
Stewardship Sunday on Sunday the 17th, and the Faith Discussion group met again on the 18th to discuss and read the
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very moving and relaxing experience. This was followed by
Stewardship Sunday on Sunday the 17th, and the Faith Discussion group met again on the 18th to discuss and read the Bible on
the subject of Saints and Sanctity.
The last Eaton Square Concert took place on Thursday the 21st,
at which the wonderful Kirkman Quartet played beautifully. Carl
Muller spoke movingly about the concerts over the last 13 years
and was thanked for all his work to create and promote these outstanding concerts. Photographs and further detail can be found
on pages 30 and 31. On Sunday 24th November we baptised Gabriella Reese and Anika Marwaha, and the following week Joe,
Julie and Ralph accompanied other local clergy and Pastoral Assistants for a short retreat in Surrey. The month ended dramatically, with a Westminster City School Music Concert on
Wednesday 27th, the Columbian FOSCA Christmas Fair and
Concert, and the Parish’s American Thanksgiving Quiz and dinner (in aid of the New Bridge Foundation) on Saturday the 30th.
December begins with Advent Sunday on December the 1st, and
then a series of wonderful Christmas events - Benenden School
Concert (4th), Kids for Kids concert (5th) and Magdalen College
Cambridge concert (6th), and then on Saturday the 7th, straight
after the School Christmas Fair, our Children’s Choir head north
to sing in a concert at Chingford Parish Church. Our Christingle
service is on Sunday the 8th, and the CIOT Carol Service on the
12th. Ralph and Rachel extend a Christmas welcome to all at the
Vicarage Christmas Party on Saturday the 14th. Our church Nativity Play takes place the next morning during the Sung Eucharist, then many of us will be singing carols and giving out mince
pies at Victoria Station on Monday the 16th. Revd Julie hosts a
party for Refugees and those who visit them on the 17th, and
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Mince pies at Victoria Station on Monday 16th. Revd Julie hosts
a party for Refugees and those who visit them on 17th and
Christmas concerts take place for the Whitehall Choir (17th) and
PWC (18th), and for St Peters School on the 19th.
Our Parish Carol Service is on Sunday 22nd, and the AA Carol
Service the following (Monday) night. Christmas Eve services
follow our normal pattern, with a Crib Service in the afternoon at
4pm and Midnight Mass at 11pm, followed on Christmas Day by
our services at 8.15, 9.45 and 11.15am.

Please note that after Christmas, the church will be
closed until Thursday 2nd, with the exception of the
Parish Mass on Sunday 29th.
Merry Christmas!
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chiLdrEN’s pagE

Mary will have a
Son and his name
Will be Jesus.
Matthew 1: 18-23
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THE MEANING OF MEDALS
Every remembrance Sunday people always ask me what medals I
wear and what they represent. So
here goes; I will explain to you all
the medals.
The blue and gold is the World
War I victory medal won by both
my grandfathers.
The multicoloured medal is the World War
medal; the idea of the five symbols on the modern Olympic flag
is to represent the five continents.
The green, yellow and white
medal is from the mercantile marine, formerly the merchant navy,
as it was renamed after World War I; that medal is very rare.
The red white and blue is the General Service Cross for youth
and service to this country. The head of the monarch of the time,
King George V, is on the first four medals. The crimson, white
and blue is the Corps of Commissionaires, 2nd class Order of
Merit for seventeen years service. I was the youngest holder of
that medal. My long service cadet force medal I wear on the left
side of my jacket; this is the badge of the regiment I served in,
the Royal Green Jackets. Our memorial is in Grosvenor Gardens.
Anyone can wear the medal of any relative (e.g grandfather or
great grandfather or uncle) on the right side on Remembrance
Day or on memorial parade. These can be obtained from the
Royal British Legion simply by giving their name and if possible their rank and they will search for them. If you have any
problems please contact me. I am always pleased to help. Speak
to me on Sundays at church or use my contact details below.
Phil Course
07956 855960
Philipcourse66@gmail.com
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PICTURE FOR DECEMBER

St Lucy - Filippino Lippi
Her name means “Light” which makes her an appropriate saint
for Advent, the time of putting on the armour of light. Her feast
falls near the shortest day, after which the year begins to turn.
“Tis the year’s midnight and it is the days
Lucy that scarce seven hours herself unmasks.”
John Donne
20

Readings for DECEMBER
AND JANUARY
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

Sunday 1 December
1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24: 36-44

Sunday 5 January
Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday 8 December
2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 1:1–10
Romans 15:4–13
Matthew 3.1–12

Sunday 12 January
Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday 15 December
3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Sunday 19 January
2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7
I Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Sunday 22 December
4th Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Sunday 26 January
3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1–4
1 Corinthians 1:10–18
Matthew 4:12–23

Tuesday 24

December
Midnight Mass
Isaiah 9:2–7
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
Wednesday 25 December
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7–10
Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-14
Sunday 29 December
1st Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 63:7-9
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Sun 1
Mon 2
Tues 3
Wed 4

First Sunday of Advent
Francis Xavier,
Missionary, Apostle of the
Indies, 1552.
Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon,
Founder of the Little
Gidding Community,
1637

For the Parish
For our staff
For the churches of South
and North India
For Christian Community

For the Churchwardens

Thurs 5
Fri 6

Nicholas Bishop of Myra,
c326

For our Prayer Board
requests

Sat 7

Ambrose, Bishop of
Milan, Teacher of the
Faith, 397
Second Sunday of
Advent

For the freedom of the
press.

Sun 8

For the Parish

Tues 10

For those working in local
retail
For our prayer

Wed 11

For the lonely

Mon 9

Thurs 12
Fri 13
Sat 14

Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse,
304
John of the Cross, Poet,
Teacher of the Faith, 1591

22

For all those elected today
For our Prayer Board
requests
For our growth in faith this
Advent

calendar contd
Sun 15

Third Sunday of Advent

For the Parish

Mon 16
Tues 17

O Sapientia

For the poor
For the Metropolitan Police

Wed 18

O Adonai

For the homeless

Thur 19

O Radix Jesse

Fri 20

O Clavis David

Sat 21

O Oriens

For the church’s mission
agencies
For our Prayer Board
requests
For all who are in darkness

Sun 22

Fourth Sunday of Advent

For the Parish

Mon 23

For the Anonymous groups

Tues 24

Christmas Eve

Wed 25

CHRISTMAS DAY

Thur
26
Fri 27

Stephen, Deacon, First
Martyr
John, Apostle and
Evangelist
The Holy Innocents

Sat 28
Sun 29
Mon 30

The First Sunday of
Christmas

Tues 31

In thanksgiving for the
Incarnation of the Son of
God
In thanksgiving for the
Incarnation of the Son of
God
For all persecuted for
their faith
For our continual
formation by the gospel
For Children
For the Parish
For the Archbishop of
Canterbury
In thanksgiving for the
blessings of 2019

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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JANUARY CALENDAR
Wed 1
Thur. 2

The Naming and
Circumcision of Jesus
Basil the Great and Gregory
of Nazianzus, Bishops,
Teachers, 379 and 389

Fri. 3

For our Prayer Board
requests
For refugees

Sat. 4
Sun. 5

For the mission of the
Parish in 2020
For the bishops of the
Church

The Epiphany

For the Parish

Mon. 6

Wed. 8

For all who have been
baptised at St Peter’s
For people living with
depression
For St Peter’s School

Thur. 9

For the parish staff

Tues.7

Fri. 10
Sat.11

William Laud, Archbishop of
Canterbury, 1645

Sun. 12

The Baptism of Christ

Mon. 13

Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers,
Teacher of the Faith, 367

Tues.14
Wed. 15
Thur.16
Fri. 17

Antony of Egypt, hermit,
abbot, 356
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For our Prayer Board
requests
For all who rent spaces
at St Peter’s
For the Parish
For the people and
nations of Europe
For the charity
Saakshar School
Appeal
For the charity
Zacchaeus 2000
For the charity
Kidscape
For our Prayer Board
requests

calendar contd
Sat. 18
Sun. 19
Mon. 20
Tues. 21

Beginning of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity
Second Sunday of
Epiphany

For all the churches in
Westminster
For the Parish

Richard Rolle of Hampole,
Spiritual Writer, 1349
Agnes, Child Martyr at
Rome, 304

For the unity of Christians:
the Anglican Communion
For the unity of Christians:
the Roman Catholic Church
For the unity of Christians:
the Orthodox Churches
For the unity of Christians:
the Churches of the
Reformation
For our Prayer Board
requests

Wed. 22
Thur. 23
Fri. 24

Francis de Sales, Bishop of
Geneva, teacher,1622

Sat. 25

The Conversion of Paul

Sun. 26

Third Sunday of Epiphany

Mon. 27
Tues. 28

Thomas Aquinas, Priest,
Philosopher, Teacher of the
Faith, 1274

Wed. 29
Thurs.
30
Fri. 31

For the teaching of the
Christian faith
For the Parish
For parents and
grandparents

For the social life of our
congregation
Charles, King and Martyr,
1649
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For those whom we find it
difficult to love
For our Prayer Board
Requests

EXHIBITION IN AID OF SAAKSHAR
In October 2019 Henrietta Nicholson went with Nicola Morley, her
son Edward and her brother William Dennis to Mumbai to host a
charity exhibition of her prints of
paintings at the Taj Mahal Palace
Hotel. All went well and we were
able to send a good cheque to
Saakshar from donations given in
return for which pictures of their
choice were ordered. In view of
our success we are thinking of repeating the project in Cape Town
Henrietta on the opening night
next year and including this time
Prince Harry’s Landmine Charity for any donations received.
Nicola writes: “Saakshar, meaning ‘literate is a school for children who have been brought up in Delhi’s slums. The school is run by a small
team of dedicated people who give their
time, expertise and a great deal of love.
The children are clean, attentive and
comfortable in the school environment.
Saakshar is proud that a number of their
students have been able to train at college to have their own careers, with two
of them returning to teach at Saakshar.
The children who come to Saakshar have
been born in the slums because their parents or grandparents have come to the city from the country to
find work. This means that the children do not have any roots to
go back to. Their only memories are the slums, Of course, like
any other child, anywhere in the world, they have dreams, ambiOne of Henrietta’s
pictures
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tion and imagination. I wanted to
encourage them to believe that they
could be anything they wanted to be.
I asked them to close their eyes and
imagine themselves in their dream
career. Then I asked them to draw
themselves in that career. After they
had finished drawing, I offered them
a range of dressing up clothes to
choose from. In front of a background of saris I took their images.
The project is still developing. I will
return to India to experience more
about the school, the area, the way
The dream career
of living and the terrific individuals
who run it. I will also incorporate the drawings, so painstakingly
done by the children into a wider composition.”
HENRIETTA NICHOLSON
NICOLA MORLEY

Faith Discussion Group - Next Meetings
The meetings are a relaxed opportunity to read Bible passages
together and discuss their meanings for us. They are held at
7.30pm at the Vicarage and are open to everyone.
Forthcoming meetings are:
Monday 20 January: The Incarnation
Monday 17 February: Love and relationships.
29

CELEBRATION OF EATON
SQUARE CONCERTS

On Thursday 21 November, the last of the Eaton Square Concerts was held. The first concert took place in 2007 and since
then there have been spring and autumn seasons, each of five or
sometimes six concerts presenting the best of chamber music in
the fine setting of the church.
Audiences have grown in size and enthusiasm over the period
but in the end, despite support from a variety of donors, it proved
not financially viable to continue. Nevertheless, this last concert
was not an occasion for sadness, but for celebration of the years
of pleasure which the concert series have given. We welcomed
the Kirkman Quartet, one of our St Peter’s prize winners who
played, to the delight of the audience, pieces by Frank Bridge,
Haydn, Purcell and Debussy. Many donors and Trustees, as well
as long-standing and recent members of the audience were able
to attend.
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The moving spirit behind the concerts has been Carl Muller,
without whose dedication, hard work and support the series
would not have begun and certainly could not have continued as
it has, and all of us at St Peter’s, as well as the wider audiences
must be grateful to him for the time and energy he has lavished
on the series. We also thank Ikon Arts who have been so much
involved in setting up and running the concerts and suggesting
artists to play as well as the many generous donors who have
sponsored some of the concerts and the Trustees who have given
their skills and experience in support of the concerts. The clergy
and employees of St Peter’s have right from the beginning given
practical support and encouragement and the concerts have
received much appreciation from the audiences.
So it is with great joy and pride that we look back on what has
been an exceptional period for the artistic contribution of St
Peter’s to the community and have been happy to celebrate this
final great occasion.
VALERIE SMITH
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MASS TOURISM
We spent the last weekend of June in Norfolk, helping to celebrate the Diamond Wedding of our friends, Mary and Mike.
The wedding had been at Bury St Edmunds Cathedral where
Mary’s father was then Provost after having served many years
as Vicar of St Peter Mancroft, Norwich.
Norwich is a wonderful city and much to be congratulated on
its care of wild flowers. Each roundabout and verge was a riot
of colour with clover, dandelions, buttercups, cow parsley. Our
bus tour guide told us that the city had had the reputation of
having a church for every week of the year and a pub for every
day. He felt that both numbers had diminished somewhat over
the years and certainly the pleasant suburb we stayed in appeared to have no churches at all. We planned to go to either
the cathedral or to St Peter’s on the Sunday, but the tourist information office warned us off trying to get into the city then as
there was to be an international cycle race which necessitated
the closure of most roads.
So we cut our losses and settled for a visit to St Peter’s on the
Saturday morning. St Peter’s has long been a flagship church,
large, dignified and traditional in all aspects. Remembering it
from my last visit in the late 1950s I was somewhat bemused to
find it being shaken to its foundations by a rock band. Seeing
our dismay, a kindly steward came over and reassured us that it
was only a rehearsal for a wedding taking place that afternoon.
Otherwise the building was just as I remembered it. But this
time I saw something new.
We were directed to the large tapestry which hangs in the northwest corner, protected from fading by a heavy curtain. When
pulled aside it reveals the scene at the tomb on Easter morning,
Mary kneeling at the feet of the risen Jesus.
It becomes clear now why she did not recognise him at once.
She was not blinded by tears of grief or of joy.
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It becomes clear now why she did not recognise him at once.
She was not blinded by tears of grief or of joy.

The reason is that she had never before seen him wearing a hat.
You have to look hard and use your imagination, but here he is,
the only known depiction of him wearing suitable headgear for
tending a garden on a sunny Easter morning.
ANN BAWTREE
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From the magazine - JANUARY 1920
When we turn from the general
aspects of our day to ourselves, there
are certain tasks which lie before us.
There is first of all the Parochial
Church Council. I hope that this year
will see it well established and on the
way to real efficiency. Like any
other scheme it is as yet on paper
and its constitution is one that
promises well, but its usefulness
depends on the measure of its
representative character. I hope that
it may prove to be such. We have
taken great care that each of the
Churches shall have their full share.
Certainly at St Peter’s we have not
had a great number of nominations
but I hope that our decision to keep open the Electoral Roll for
some time will lead to more nominations and secure that all
people shall have the opportunity of putting their names on the
Electoral Roll. I do appeal to you all to help to make the Council
really representative. If I am asked what purpose the Council
should prove, there are two main questions with which it should
concern itself. First, the Spiritual. I designedly put this first. In
this I should include all that concerns our life in the Church. I
believe that our Lord’s test of the life of the parish is not only its
organisations, nor even its worship, but the life of the Church as
it flows out into the neighbourhood. We ought to be able to see
that the influence of Christ’s Church is felt in the life of the
people, that we are able to help the Municipality by bringing to
bear the conscience of the Church on these questions which
concern the ordinary life of the neighbourhood…Secondly there
is the material. This will include, of course, the financial side of
our life. The Council will have seriously to consider this problem
for a problem it has become…I have carefully gone through the
accounts and I find that we have actually spent less this year
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than last, but we have received less. I wish to spare you in the
future the appeals which I have had to make. But it seems that
this can only be done if we realise that the whole question must
be gone into and we must so order our life that our expenditure
shall be equal to our receipts…There will be many other
questions which concern our life that will come before the
Council. A real way of helping us will be that questions will be
suggested to us by those who are not on the Council, so that the
whole Parish may take its part in our life.

COMMENT This letter from the then Vicar, Austin Thompson,
highlights the change in the way the local Church was governed.
Until the mid-nineteenth century, local civil and ecclesiastical
affairs had both been handled by a Vestry meeting. However,
civil powers were gradually transferred to secular local authorities, leaving the church with limited powers, entirely shouldered
by the Incumbent and Churchwardens. At the national level the
arrangements for church government changed with the setting
up of a National Assembly in 1919 in which lay people would
be represented; the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure, 1921 conferred specific rights and duties upon PCCs. Here
St Peter’s is making preparations for the new system of local
church government, by giving more time for admission to the
Church Electoral Roll and by identifying possible PCC members. Despite more recent changes in legislation PCCs continue
as the formal way of securing basic lay participation in local
church affairs. However, a trace of the old system can be observed on the evening of the church Annual Parochial Church
Council meeting. That meeting is always preceded by a Vestry
Meeting, which is open not only to people on the church Electoral Roll but to anyone resident in the parish. It retains the old
power of electing the churchwardens but has no other purpose.
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SAINT FOR WINTER
St Nicholas of Myra (traditionally 15 March 270 – 6 December
342), also known as Nicholas of Bari, was an early Christian
bishop of the ancient Greek maritime city of Myra in Asia Minor
(Ancient Greek: Μύρα, modern-day Demre, in Turkey) during
the later Roman Empire. His life spanned the period of the
Empire’s transition from paganism to Christianity. Because of
the many miracles attributed to his intercession, he is also known
as Nicholas the Wonderworker. St Nicholas is, in various cities
and countries around Europe, the patron of sailors, merchants,
archers, repentant thieves, prostitutes, children, brewers,
pawnbrokers, and students. His reputation evolved among the
faithful, as was common for early Christian saints, and his
legendary habit of secret gift-giving gave rise to the traditional
model of Santa Claus through Sinterklaas.
Very little is known about the historical St Nicholas. The earliest
accounts of his life were written centuries after his death and
seem to contain many legendary elaborations. The earliest
complete account of his life that has survived to the present is a
Life of St Nicholas, written in the early ninth century by Michael
the Archimandrite (814–842), nearly 500 years after Nicholas's
probable death.
Nicholas is said to have been born to wealthy Christian parents
in the Greek seaport of Patara, Lycia in Asia Minor. In one of the
earliest attested and most famous incidents from his life, he is
said to have rescued three girls from being forced into
prostitution by dropping a sack of gold coins through the
window of their house each night for three nights so their father
could pay a dowry for each of them. Other early stories tell of
him calming a storm at sea, saving three innocent soldiers from
wrongful execution, and chopping down a tree possessed by a
demon. In his youth, he is said to have made a pilgrimage to
Egypt and the Palestine area. Shortly after his return, he became
Bishop of Myra. He was cast into prison during the persecution
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initiated by Diocletian, but was released after the accession of
Constantine. An early list makes him an attendee at the first
Council of Nicaea in 325, but he is never mentioned in any
writings by people who were actually at the council, so this may
be a confusion of identity. Late, unsubstantiated, legends claim
that he was temporarily defrocked and imprisoned during the
Council for slapping the heretic Arius. Another famous late
legend tells how he resurrected three children, who had been
murdered and pickled in brine by a butcher planning to sell them
as pork during a famine.
Any writings St Nicholas himself may have produced have been
lost, and he is not mentioned by any contemporary chroniclers.
This is not surprising, since he lived during a turbulent time in
Roman history. The earliest mentions of St Nicholas indicate
that, by the sixth century, his cult was already well-established.
Less than a hundred years after St Nicholas's probable date of
death, the Eastern Emperor Theodosius II (reigned 401–450)
ordered the building of the Church of St Nicholas in Myra,
which thereby preserves an early mention of his name. The
Byzantine historian Procopius also mentions that the Emperor
Justinian I (reigned 527–565) renovated churches in
Constantinople dedicated to St
Nicholas and St Priscus, which
may have originally been built
in 490. A single, offhand,
mention of Nicholas of Myra
also occurs in the biography of
another saint, St Nicholas of
Sion, who apparently took the
name "Nicholas" to honour
him. The Life of St Nicholas of
Sion, written around 250 years
after Nicholas of Myra's death,
briefly mentions Nicholas of
Sion visiting Nicholas of
Myra's tomb to pay homage to
him. The fact that St Nicholas
had a tomb which was
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prominent enough to be visited in a pilgrimage is taken as the
strongest evidence that he was a real historical figure.
Following the building of St. Nicholas’ Church in Myra,
Nicholas' remains were moved to a sarcophagus in that church.
In 1087, after the Greek Christian inhabitants of the region had
been subjugated by the newly arrived Muslim Seljuk Turks, and
some decades after the Greek church had been declared to be in
schism by Rome, a group of merchants from the Italian city of
Bari stole the major bones of Nicholas' skeleton from his
sarcophagus in the church and brought them to their home town,
where the relics are now enshrined in the Basilica di San Nicola.
The bone fragments remaining in the sarcophagus were later
taken to Venice. After St Nicholas’ relics were brought to Bari,
the demand for pieces of his bones rose. Small bones quickly
began to be dispersed across western Europe. The sailors who
had transported the bones gave one tooth and two fragments
chipped from Nicholas's sarcophagus to the Norman knight
William Pantulf. Pantulf took these relics to Noron in Normandy,
where they were placed in the local church of St. Peter in June
1092. In 1096, the duke of Apulia gave several bones of St
Nicholas to the count of Flanders, which the latter then enshrined
in the Abbey of Watten. According to legend, in 1101, St
Nicholas appeared in a vision to a French clerk visiting the
shrine at Bari and told him to take one of his bones with him to
his hometown of Port, near Nancy. The clerk took a finger bone
back with him to Port, where a chapel was built in its honour.
Port became an important centre of devotion to the saint and, in
the fifteenth century, a church known as the Basilique SaintNicolas was built there dedicated to him. The town itself is now
known as Saint-Nicolas-de-Port.
Among the Greeks and Italians he is a favorite of sailors,
fishermen, ships and sailing. As such he has become over time
the patron saint of several cities with harbours. In modern
Greece, he is still easily among the most recognisable saints and
6 December, his feast day, finds many cities celebrating their
patron saint. He is also the patron saint of the whole of Greece
and particularly of the Greek navy. In the Eastern Orthodox
Church, St Nicholas' memory is celebrated on almost every
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Thursday of the year (together with the Apostles) with special
hymns. Devotional akathists and canons have been composed in
his honour, and are frequently chanted by the faithful as they ask
for his intercession. He is mentioned in the Liturgy of
Preparation during the Divine Liturgy (Eastern Orthodox
Eucharist) and during the All-Night Vigil.
Many Orthodox churches have his icon, even if they are not
named after him.

COMMENT
In the UK and the USA St Nicholas and Father Christmas,
originally a development of the Spirit of Winter, are now so
entwined that it is impossible to separate them out.
In the Middle Ages Christmas Day was not the prime day for
gifts though it was a day of joy and feasting. New Year’s Day
and Epiphany featured equally. In a few countries, St
Nicholas’s Day and Epiphany are when gifts are generally
exchanged, in memory either of the generosity of Nicholas or the
gifts of the Three Wise Men. When gifts were given on
Christmas Day this was in celebration of the greatest gift of all,
that of the infant Christ, though this is becoming less and less
prominent.

Saint chosen by RICHARD CARTER.
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sT pETEr’s
Liturgical calendar 2019/2020
2019/
2020

Festival/Holy Day

Worship

Sun. 1
December

First Sunday of
Advent

Morning worship at normal times.

Sun. 8
December

Second Sunday of
Advent

Sun.15
December

Third Sunday of
Advent

Morning worship at normal times.
4pm Christingle Celebration for
children and families.
Morning worship at normal times
with Nativity Play at 9.45 service.

Sun. 22
December

Fourth Sunday of
Advent

Morning worship at normal times.
Parish Carol Service 6.00pm

Tues. 24
December
Wed. 25
December

Christmas Eve

First Sunday of
Christmas
The Epiphany

Crib Service 4.00pm
Midnight Mass 11.00pm
Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am
Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30am
Morning worship at normal times.

The Baptism of Christ

Morning worship at normal times.

Presentation of Christ
in the Temple
(Candlemas)
Ash Wednesday

Morning worship at normal times.

Sun. 29
January
Sun. 5
January
Sun. 12
January
Sun. 2
February
Wed. 26
February

Christmas Day

Eucharist with Imposition of
Ashes at 8.00am; 9.30am
(School);12.30pm; 7.00pm
Morning worship at normal times.

Sun. 22
March
Sun. 5 April

Mothering Sunday
Palm Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15 am;
9.45am Family Eucharist ,
Procession of Palms
11.15 Sung Eucharist

Thur 9
April

Maundy Thursday

The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
7.00pm
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2019/
2020

Festival/Holy Day

Worship

Fri. 10
April

Good Friday

The Story of Good Friday 10.00am
The Liturgy of Good Friday 12 noon

Sat. 11
April
Sun. 12
April

Easter Eve

Easter Vigil 8.00pm

Easter Day

Holy Communion 8.15 am
Family Eucharist 9.45 am
Sung Eucharist 11.15 am
Morning worship at normal times.

Sun. 10
May
Thurs. 21
May
Sun. 24
May
Sun. 31
May
Sun. 7
June
Thurs. 11
June
Sun.28
June
Sun. 4
October

The Dedication of St
Peter’s Eaton Square
Ascension Day

Sun. 18
October
Sun. 1
November
Sun. 8
November

12.30pm worship as usual.

Sunday after Ascension
Day
Pentecost

Morning worship at normal times.

Trinity Sunday

Morning worship at normal times.

Corpus Christi

12.30pm worship as usual.

Peter the Apostle
Patronal Festival.
Harvest Thanksgiving
St Luke

Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30 am
Holy Communion 8.15am
Parish Eucharist 10.30 am
followed by Parish Lunch.
Morning worship at normal times.

All Saints’ Sunday

Morning worship at normal times.

Remembrance Sunday

Holy Communion 8.15am
Family Eucharist 9.45am
Act of Remembrance at 11.00am
Sung Eucharist 11.15am

Sun. 15
November

Stewardship Sunday

Morning worship at normal times.

Sun. 22
November

Christ the King

Morning worship at normal times.
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Morning worship at normal times.
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Priest Missioner
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Licensed Lay Minister
Dr Judith Richardson

Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com
Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge

Pastoral Assistant
Joe Grogan
joe@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

P.C.C. Members
David Brown
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Philip Course
Mary Drummond
Robin Duttson
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Jim Glen
John Hilary
Jacqueline Ladds
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Lucy Randles
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson
Richard Wildash

Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb. Ron Swan
The Revd Simon Walsh
The Revd Jacqui Miller
Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob2@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Miles Ridley
020 7504 0537
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Samantha Sharples-Owen
020 7504 0537
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
Sarah Shayler
020 75040537
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Joe Grogan
020 7235 4482
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
Evelyn Olugboja
07794 409 313
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230

Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information

Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod

Library
Sam Atkins

Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen

Rotas:
Family Eucharist
Servers
Laura Cook (07775 331 456)
LEM
Laura Cook (07775 331 456)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Readers
Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Intercessors Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh
(07742 521 650)
Sung Eucharist
Servers
Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
LEM
Valerie Smith (020 7834 9251)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter (07973 667 252)
Readers
Richard Carter (07973 667 252)
Intercessors Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
Refreshments Rosa da Silva
(020 7821 1809)

Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook
Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
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£ 20
PER
DAY

Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

Daily

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Cover photograph by the Vicar

