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VICAR’S NEWSLETTER

Longing for the Kingdom of God - Two news stories
The feast of Christ the King is now long gone, but the theme of
the Kingdom of God will be with us until ‘kingdom come’. The
longing which we feel as Christians goes deep into the roots of
Jewish faith, the faith which inspired and provoked Jesus to action. The Torah had provided a blueprint for a just and egalitarian society in which the gap between the rich elite and the landless poor was minimised. The bedrock of this system, however
imperfectly it was ever implemented, was the assumption that
God owns the land and everything in it, and that all should be
able to participate fully in the community’s life. The legal frame2

work provided by Deuteronomy sought to speak and act on behalf of the weak and the poor. The Israelites were accountable to
God, and a condition of their blessing was their continued obedience to him.
The prophets who arose around eight centuries before Christ,
Amos, Hosea and Isaiah, spoke harsh words at a time of outward
peace and prosperity, a time of self-satisfied religiosity. Amos
condemned Israel, because of the injustice which its people allowed - the sale into debt slavery of the innocent and needy; the
oppression of the poor; the abuse of poor women; and the exploitation of debtors. It is not hard to see how texts like the words in
Amos 5 would have inspired the Jesus we meet in the gospels,
and to recognise how the prophetic demands of the prophets became the rallying call for the poor and the socially disenfranchised of his own day: Take away from me the noise of your
songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.
We are grateful to all who over many generations have heard his
voice and have dedicated themselves to the kingdom of righteousness, justice and peace which Jesus proclaimed. But every
so often I am reminded how far we have to go before we share
the blessings of that Kingdom, and how many people need to be
won over from their pursuit of power and wealth at any human
cost, by his heart of love.
Two recent news stories reminded me of our failure to live out
God’s justice in our city. The first was about Garside House
Nursing Home on Regency Street, Westminster, which has been
home to some of our community’s most vulnerable and needy
people, not only the elderly, but also dementia sufferers, people
requiring wound care, and people in need of palliative end of life
care. Following a Care Quality Commission report which judged
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conditions there to be ‘inadequate’ and after a whistleblower
raised the alarm about the treatment of some of the 30 elderly
residents in the home, the Police have launched a criminal investigation into abuse allegations. Garside was outsourced by Westminster Council to the private provider Sanctuary Care in 2015
as part of an eight-year £126m contract to “deliver savings”. The
savings come in part from paying those who work there £2 per
hour less than the London Living Wage, a voluntary minimum
that Westminster pays to its own staff (which is itself far from
generous in a costly city with inadequate housing). Sanctuary
pays some of the staff just £8.54 per hour. In 2018 Sanctuary
Group, which runs care and retirement homes and social and student housing, made £77m in pre-tax profit on a turnover of
£735m. Many things can be said about this from a moral or spiritual point of view, but to express it politely, I would say that it is
wrong to outsource care to profiteering organisations in order to
get around the obligation to pay people anywhere near properly.
I have a daughter who works in social care in London and I am
very aware of how difficult it is to get dedicated staff to work in
these demanding circumstances. If we want good care for the
vulnerable, for our neighbours and ourselves, which we do, we
must pay those who deliver it properly, and support and train
them well so that they can do the work of care which is essential
to any just society.
The second story, from the BBC, reported on the experience of
an asylum seeker called Sunny, who has spent 21 years sleeping
on night busses in London. He came to London in search of asylum, having been smuggled out of Nigeria where he had been
imprisoned for campaigning for democracy. Back then his case
was rejected, and rather than go back to Nigeria to face a death
sentence, he began an invisible life on the buses. Its hard to believe that someone can live on the streets of London and sleep on
a night bus for two decades, but this is what Sunny did. The report says that, “It was a church minister, a woman of unwavering
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generosity, who first bought him a monthly pass to save him
multiple nightly fares. She continued to do so, month after
month, and other friends would chip in if she wasn't around. By
day Sunny would volunteer at churches - he would attend several
during his time in London. When his work was done, he would
often head to Westminster Reference Library where he could
catch up on the day's news or pick up where he'd left off in the
book he'd been reading. He might then ask a restaurant manager
if they could spare some food, and says he was rarely turned
away.” Sunny was granted permanent leave to remain in 2017
after a concerted effort among those who knew him to document
his presence in London over many years with photographs and
witness statements. He still frequently sleeps on the bus.
Surely it is time for us to offer a more joined up and much more
just solution to the needs of the vulnerable among us, with much
better housing provision, more resources for our immigration
services, proper medical and welfare provision for the homeless
and for those living with addiction, for the elderly and for the
mentally ill. In Westminster, in the heart of our beautiful city,
while so many of us have lives which are secure, or prosperous,
the needs are great, but the longing for justice is strong.
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FROM JULIE

In my sermon for the 2nd Sunday of Epiphany I mentioned how
people sometimes ask me if I have always wanted to be a priest
in the Church of England. The short answer is no. I did various
things before I was ordained. And I am still occasionally surprised to find myself here. And yet I love being a priest and am
immensely grateful as I reflect back along my journey that led
me to St Peter’s.
I strongly believe that we are all on a journey with God, that calling is not limited to only some. God draws each of us to know
his unconditional and ever-present love. And we each have a
particular calling to make the love of God known to others.
This may be through our family life, our friendships or in the
work we do. Sometimes our calling is clear and open. Other
times it is more mysterious even surprising. So how do we know
our calling? What are we looking for?
In John’s Gospel chapter 1 v.10, Jesus asked his disciples, “What
are you looking for?’ And I suppose it’s no surprise that the disciples simply avoid the question. Perhaps, like us, they don’t
quite know what to say. So instead they ask Jesus, “Where are
you staying?” And Jesus answers with an invitation, “Come and
see.” To “come and see” is the call to let go of whatever might
be holding us back. To ‘come and see’ is God’s invitation to
6

believe that we will see God as we walk the life of faith together.
I recently attended a charity auction at Christie’s. It was a special auction of artwork by refugees from the isle of Lesbos organised by the Hope Trust. The auction was great fun and highly
successful. And there was one particular painting that caught
my eye.

The painting is titled “Embrace God.”
To the side of the painting was a small card that read, “I was a
man who did not know God. I went to a sage and he told me to
imagine two chairs - one for me, the other for God. I followed
his advice and opened my mind and heart to God. And of course
I felt someone was sitting there listening to me.
Peace and love from Alireza Hosseini, Afghanistan”.
Look for a moment at the image. I love how the man, presumably Alireza, is portrayed. He is sitting in a field of wildflowers,
symbols of peace and beauty. Tired and weary of the journey, he
rests his head on his chair turning away from the other chair.
7

And yet, with his eyes slightly open, he tilts his head in the hope
that he will see the God who must be there sitting on the empty
chair.
For me Alireza’s painting is a picture of God’s invitation to
“come and see.” The painting is not a masterpiece. It is highly
unlikely the artist will be famous, wealthy or a person of influence like many who were in Christie’s that evening. But Alireza
has more than that. He has experienced the peace that comes in
being known and embraced by God. And I imagine that his experience as a refugee, a person displaced from home, played a
part in his search for God.
I have lived in the UK for nearly 20 years and yet I sometimes
feel like a foreigner. Although I have not experienced anything
close to Alireza’s journey, I do sometimes feel a sense of displacement. And I actually think, in my life, this has been a good
thing. For I believe God reaches out to us in these moments of
life when we live in the unfamiliar, even if only for a time.
One of my favourite passages in the Old Testament comes from
the Prophet Jeremiah. In Jeremiah 29 the prophet writes to the
people in exile: “Thus says the Lord of hosts to all the exiles
whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. . . Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into
exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you
will find your welfare.”
The first time I heard a sermon on this passage was soon after
moving to Scotland. At the time, to my surprise, I was going
through a bit of culture shock. I felt far from home and everything around me seemed distant and unfamiliar. And so, these
words from Jeremiah to the exiles in Babylon resonated with my
experience. If you remember the leaders of Israel were sent
away – to Babylon – the end of the world in their eyes. They
were far away from all they knew and loved. They felt alone
even abandoned by God. We can imagine they hoped to return
8

home. And when receiving this letter from Jeremiah they may
have expected him to say, “Wait it out. Put up with this foreign
land but have little to do with its people and its customs.” But
he didn’t. Jeremiah, in fact, said something quite different:
“Plant gardens, build houses, have children…. Seek the peace
and pray for the city where God has sent you.”
This passage has influenced my experience of faith and my calling here at St Peter’s. For it sheds light on our identity before
God and one another in the reality of our world today. We may
feel a bit like exiles in a world full of many changes and movements we simply cannot comprehend. We may feel scared or
angry – ready to hide away. But hiding away is not an option for
the people of God, at the time of exile or now. We are to seek
the welfare of the city – and this is exactly what we are seeking
to do at St Peters. We offer here a simple welcome and acceptance in Christ for all people. We offer a community, a sense of
home.
There will be many opportunities to come together to enjoy one
another’s company in the coming weeks. You might like to attend the church quiet day Saturday the 8th of February. I look forward to welcoming you all to my flat Tuesday the 25th of February for our annual Shrove Tuesday pancake party. I encourage
you to attend one of our three Ash Wednesday services and the
Lent course created and led by Valerie. If you fancy a dance and
would like to support Ralph’s wonderful work in India join us
for our parish barn dance in aid of Saakshar Saturday the 14th of
March. And finally, consider coming along to our Lenten quiet
day at St Peter’s Bourne Saturday the 28th of March. We look
forward to seeing you!
I wish you all God’s blessings.
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FROM JOE

For my article in this magazine, I thought I would talk about a
stained-glass window. I feel it’s quite fitting to discuss it as you
will see through my brief article that it has links to baptism, and
we recently had the
baptism of Christ, as
well as links to
Epiphany
which
feasts we have recently celebrated in
the church. I have
long been a fan of the
works of William
Morris and everything that goes into
his works. Morris is
often known for
earthy or subdued
colours in comparison
to
his
contemporaries. The
This piece is located in Trinity Church, Boston, Mass.
stained-glass window
I have chosen for this is rather rich in reds and purples; there are
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suggestions that this is due to Morris trying to depict a greater
sense of the majesty of religion in this work. I do hope you enjoy
my commentary on it.
I have chosen this piece as, from the very start, we can draw
similarities with our own church. Trinity Church has had three
buildings, the second was burnt down during a great fire in 1872.
Trinity Church has four English stained-glass windows, of which
this one, David’s charge to Solomon,by William Morris and Edward Burne-Jones is located in the Baptistry at Trinity Church.
William Morris is rather well known for his diverse range of
studies and having a lot of depth in his works. Normally everything is in its place for a reason, often with a great amount of
meaning. In this quick run-through of this piece by Morris, I will
be focusing on only a few points of interest from the work.
Whilst looking into this work there are very few articles or information on the stained-glass window about its history or existing
analysis, so most of the following arguments and ideas are my
own.
Either side, around the throne of
David, we find angels. We also
find these angels have ten
stringed instruments: the ten
stringed instruments are referred
to in the Psalms’ of David, as
one of the instruments that
should be used to praise God.
We can also see the angels are
not playing their instruments. I
can think of two reasons why
this might be; either they are listening to David’s final words of
wisdom to Solomon, or they are
waiting to start mourning the
death of David before resuming
their praises to God.
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The two figures in the top
centre, both in red, are
David and Solomon and
David is imparting his final words of wisdom to
Solomon (these can be
found at the end of this
article, 1 Kings 2 vs 1-12).
One of the next things we
can draw from this work is
the fact David has a
sword. However, David
says in 1 Kings 2 v 8 that
he would not put Benjamin to death by the sword
when they meet at Jordan. I believe this is showing the power
that David exercises over his own will, that he can carry a sword
without drawing it. It does also remind us of the great fighter and
leader that David was.
Whist retaining our focus on these two central figures we can see
that both David and Solomon are in this Sanctuary or pulpit style
enclosure around the throne. Could this be depicting the fact they
are learned and closer to God? Or as this stained-glass window is
in a baptistry it could be a depiction of a font; this could be to
remind us of the congregation of Christ that we all placed in
through our baptismal vows. This idea comes from the fact that
David is holding a drawing of a temple in his hand which looks
similar to that of Trinity Church.
I think on the outside of this are flowers which could be referring
to psalm 103 in particular verses 15 and 16 “As for mortals, their
days are like grass; they flourish like flowers in the field; for the
wind passes over it and it is gone” and particularly as we are remembering the end of King David’s life.
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Around the entrance to this
pulpit area we can see four
figures surrounded by what
appear to be boxes of gold
and vessels of frankincense
and myrrh. There are two
reasons I can think of for
this the first being a foreshadowing of the birth of
Jesus, the second that it shows preparations for the death of
David, the latter because frankincense and myrrh were used to
prepare a dead body in this era. Myrrh was used as an embalming oil and the frankincense was used as an offering for the departed as well as being used to mask the odour of a dead body
and to stop the spread of diseases by purifying the air. The idea
these are preparations for the coming of Jesus could be seen in
the idea that four ‘Magi’ can be seen at David’s feet. We can tell
these are Magi as they are holding books and quills, and the term
Magi comes from the Greek and Prussian ‘magus’ a term from a
learned person, priest or scholar.
On the right hand side the soldiers are holding
banners; one depicts a large decapitated head being held up by what looks like a young boy. I
believe this is referring to the battle between
David and Goliath from 1 Samuel 17. Just outside the frame of this image you can see a sling
being held in David’s other hand.
On the other banner we can see a figure holding open a lion’s
mouth. This one rather confused me for a while, but after much
thought on it I think the most likely reason for this would not be
a link to Daniel in the lion’s den, but actually a brief passing
comment in 2 Samuel 23, verse 20 which talks about Benaiah
killing a lion on a day when snow had fallen. This leads me to
draw the conclusion that these soldiers are King David’s ‘mighty
men’ and represent the commanders of David’s army.
14

1 Kings 2 vs 1-12:David’s Charge to Solomon
1 When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to
Solomon his son.
2 “I am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be
strong, act like a man, 3 and observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and regulations, as written in the Law of Moses.
Do this so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you go
4 and that the Lord may keep his promise to me: ‘If your descendants watch how they live, and if they walk faithfully before me
with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have a successor
on the throne of Israel.’
5 “Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me—
what he did to the two commanders of Israel’s armies, Abner son
of Ner and Amasa son of Jether. He killed them, shedding their
blood in peacetime as if in battle, and with that blood he stained
the belt around his waist and the sandals on his feet. 6 Deal with
him according to your wisdom, but do not let his gray head go
down to the grave in peace. 7 “But show kindness to the sons of
Barzillai of Gilead and let them be among those who eat at your
table. They stood by me when I fled from your brother Absalom.
8 “And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on me the day
I went to Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord: ‘I will not put you to death by the
sword.’
9 But now, do not consider him innocent. You are a man of wisdom; you will know what to do to him. Bring his gray head down to
the grave in blood.” 10 Then David rested with his ancestors and
was buried in the City of David. 11 He had reigned forty years
over Israel—seven years in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem.

15
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BOOKS FOR LENT
One of the things that it is good to do during Lent is to take a
look at our practice of prayer. It is the sort of thing that has a
tendency to get crowded out or become routine or just get stuck.
Sometimes a book, reflected on over the Forty Days, can help us
get past this block so that when Easter comes we are ready share
once more in the joy of the Resurrection.
A book that I have found helpful over the years is Simon
Tugwell’s work simply entitled “Prayer”. It comes in two
slim volumes. The first “Living with God” is, if you like, the
theory. It looks at the background to our prayer and focuses on
getting the daily habit of being with God and removing the
obstacles to doing so. This habit starts with building a Christian
memory through increasing our familiarity with the Scriptures,
with some basic doctrine and with the worship of the Church. As
our stores of this knowledge grow, the Holy Spirit will bring to
mind what from this tradition is relevant to our own situation.
We also, in preparing ourselves for prayer, need to expand our
imaginations. It is all to easy to say “Oh, that could never
happen” or “Oh, I couldn’t possibly do that”. In this way we set
artificial limits to our knowledge and understanding of God; we
end up retaining control, but with a world “too small for God”.
Tugwell insists on the need to dethrone ourselves from being our
own god so that we are open to a wider picture, As our own God
we can be perfectly respectable people, virtuous in the eyes of
the world. Like the Elder Brother in the parable of the Prodigal
Son, we turn out the expected day’s work, are dutiful and
reliable, keeping other vices in check by the greater sin of pride,
but remain closed to joy and real compassion. Tugwell tells us
that God invites us to let go of all this, to put down the burden of
directing everything, to let God be God, and for a while play
truant from the school of the world. If we say that we want to do
things “my way” he reminds us of the saying of the Red Queen
to Alice: “I don’t know what you mean by your way; all the
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ways about here belong to me”.
The second volume looks at the practical ways in which we can
grow in relationship with God through prayer. It considers how
the body can assist us as well as the sort of prayer that consists
in just talking to God throughout the day. It covers also the role
of feeling in prayer, along with the way that periods of aridity
can discipline us. It reminds us that the whole of our personality
should be involved, that passions are meant to be passionate and
that while reason and moderation also have their place they
should not be allowed to tyrannise over other elements. There is
also a section on how liturgical prayer, whether by that we mean
the offices of Morning and Evening Prayer or the Eucharist, can
play a part in our life of prayer. Then he looks at the prayers of
intercession and of thanksgiving which we all need to use, but
for which some people have a particular vocation. Finally we
are reminded that we do not pray alone; we share our prayer with
the whole company of heaven and the Church on earth.
There are other excellent books directly on prayer. I would
single out Metropolitan Antony’s “School for Prayer” Like
Tugwell, he sets the actual times of prayer in a wider
perspective, beginning with building a basic relationship with
God. He then recommends finding one or two written prayers
that really speak to us and that we can use as a continuing focus,
then going more deeply into prayer, making time for prayer and
making ourselves able to use it so that we develop a relationship
with God which is unique to us. As we might expect from an
Orthodox priest, he gives information on using the Jesus prayer
as a door into the prayer of quiet. And he also has an Orthodox
firmness and directness. For instance, speaking of what we are
sometimes pleased to call the absence of God, he comments:
“We complain that He does not make Himself present to us for
the few minutes we reserve to Him, but what about the twentythree and a half hours during which God may be knocking at our
door?”
18

Other books you may find useful are Brother Lawrence’s
“Practice of the Presence of God” which describes how
Lawrence learned to live constantly in God’s presence without
any injury to the performance of his busy job.
These and other books suitable for Lent, such as Delia Smith’s
classic “Feast for Lent” and the compilation “Lent with
Evelyn Underhill” are set out on the bookcases in the Library
Corner.
Also this year’s Lent course is on prayer looking particularly at
the Prayer of Quiet, or Christian mindfulness.
LENT COURSE SESSIONS
There will be a choice of two sessions each week, one on
Tuesday evening at 7pm and one on Wednesday mornings at
9.15am, both to be held in the Committee Room. You can
attend as many as you choose.
Each of the five weeks focuses on a different aspect of silent
prayer:
Tuesday 3 and Wednesday 4 March: The body and mind in
prayer. Some of the differences between mindfulness and
Christian silent prayer.
Tuesday 10 and Wednesday 11 March: Preparing for
silence through imaginative engagement with the gospel
stories.
Tuesday 17 and Wednesday 18 March: Preparing for
silence through meditative reading.
Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 March: The prayer of quiet,
and its relation to intercession and action.
Tuesday 31 March and Wednesday 1 April: The prayer of
quiet and the Holy Week and Easter Liturgy.
If people wish, the following Tuesday and Wednesday could
be a period of shared silent prayer, with a short general
discussion at the end.
19

ST POLYCARP

Feast Day February 23. One of the most famous early bishops. He was martyred in his eighties about AD 155, burned at
the stake then stabbed to death when the fire failed to consume
his body.
20

READINGS FOR FEBRUARY AND
MARCH
Sunday, 2 February:
Presentation Of Christ in
the Temple (Candlemas)
Malachi 3:1-5
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2: 22-40

Sunday 1 March: First
Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2:15-17: 3:1-7
Romans 5: 12-19
Matthew 4:1=11
Sunday 8 March: Second
Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12: 1-4a
Romans 4:1-5,13-17
John 3:1-17

Sunday 9 February: Third
Sunday before Lent
Isaiah 58:1-9a
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20
Sunday 16 February:
Second Sunday before Lent
Genesis 1:1-2.3
Romans 8:18-25
Matthew 6:25-34
Sunday 23 February:
Sunday next before Lent
Exodus 24:12-18
2 Peter1: 16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Sundat 15 March, Third
Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42
Sunday 22 March, Fourth
Sunday of Lent, Mothering
Sunday
Exodus 2:1-10
2 Corinthians 1: 3-7
Luke 2: 33–35
Sunday 29 March, Fifth
Sunday of Lent (Passiontide
begins)
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 8:6=11
John 11:1-45

Wednesday 26 February:
Ash Wednesday
Isaiah 58:1-12
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6.10
Matthew 6: 1–6,16–21
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Sat 1
Sun 2

Brigid, Abbess of Kildare,
c.525
The Presentation of
Christ in the Temple
(Candlemas)

Mon 3
Tues 4

For the Worship Committee
Gilbert of Sempringham,
Founder of the Gilbertine
Order, 1189

Wed 5
Thur 6

The Martyrs of Japan,
1597

Fri 7
Sat 8
Sun 9
Mon 10

For all getting married at St
Peter’s
For the Parish

For interfaith dialogue

For the local emergency
services
For our MP and City
Councillors
For our Prayer Board
Requests
For our prayerfulness

Third Sunday before
Lent
Scholastica, Sister of
Benedict, Abbess of
Plombariola, c543

Tues 11

For the Parish
For our care of St Peter’s
Church

Wed 12

For the PCC
For the parish staff

Thur 13

For our Church Wardens
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR CONTD
Fri 14

Sat 15

Sun 16
Mon 17

Cyril and Methodius,
Missionaries to the Slavs ,
869 and 885, & Valentine,
Martyr at Rome, c.209
Thomas Bray, Founder of
the SPCK and the SPG, 1730
The Second Sunday before
Lent
Janani Luwum, Archbishop
of Uganda, Martyr 1997

Tues 18
Wed 19
Thur 20
Fri 21
Sat 22
Sun 23

The Sunday before Lent

Mon 24

For our Prayer Board
Requests

For our learning

For the Parish
For the Faith Discussion
Group
For our Youth Group
For the churches of the
Deanery
For the businesses of the
Parish
For our Prayer Board
requests
For all users of our
building
For the Parish
For peace, justice and
reconciliation

Tues 25

Shrove Tuesday

Wed 26

Ash Wednesday

For a holy observance of
Lent
For penitence

Thur 27

George Herbert, Priest, Poet

For poets

Fri 28

For Saakshar in Delhi

Sat 29

For our associate clergy

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed
at the 12.30 Eucharist every Friday.
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PARISH NEWS

Writing at the end of January, the events of the start of December
seem a very long time ago. December the 1st was a Sunday, but
the previous day had seen a great deal of activity at St Peter’s, as
the friends of Columbia held their annual concert and outdoor
market in the church and on the portico, while our Parish Social
Evening - an American Thanksgiving Dinner and Quiz in aid of
the charity New Bridge Foundation took place in the Hall. Both
were a great success. Advent Sunday was on the 1st of December, and on Wednesday the 4th, old members of Benenden
School celebrated their annual Christmas Concert in the church.
The following day Kids for Kids held their Christmas concert,
with guests Timothy West, Miriam Margolis and Joanna Lumley, raising many thousands of pounds for relief and development work in Darfur. On Friday the 6th the Knightsbridge Kindergarten held its Nativity Play in church, to the delight of par24

ents. St Peter’s Primary School held their Christmas Fair on Saturday the 7th, and that evening over twenty members of our
Children’s Choir went to sing as part of a delightful performance
of ‘Wassail’ at
Chingford Parish
Church, arranged
by Family Eucharist organist Andrew Sackett.
Our
Church
Christingle service, on behalf of
the Children’s Society, took place
on Sunday the 7th, and was a beautiful occasion. St Peter’s Primary School held their Nativity performance by Key Stage 1
children on Wednesday the 11th for the school, and on the 12th
for parents, with great enthusiasm and joy, and the Eaton House
School Carol Service was also on Wednesday the 11th. The
Chartered Institute of Taxation held their Christmas Carol Service on Thursday the 12th, and on Saturday the 14th many people went to celebrate Christmas at the Vicarage, at Ralph and
Rachels’ Christmas Party for the parish. Our church Nativity
Play took place during the family Eucharist on Sunday the 15th
of December, with older and younger children involved, and that
evening the Youth Group went ice skating in Kensington.
On Monday the 16th December members of the parish joined the
school choir for carol singing and the distribution of mince pies
(and Christmas services information) at Victoria Station, and that
evening the Whitehall Choir held their Christmas concert in
church. Revd Julie welcomed many of our refugee friends and
church visitors at her flat for a Christmas Welcome Party on the
17th, and on the 18th PWC held a Carol Service in church. St
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Peter’s School held their Carol Service and end of term Eucharist
in church on Friday the 20th.
On the last Sunday before Christmas, December 22nd, we celebrated Christmas with a beautiful Parish Carol Service by candlelight, and on Monday the 23rd the church was filled to capacity for the Anonymous Carol Service - at which the collection for
our Christmas Charities was over two thousand pounds. On
Christmas Eve we held our beautiful Crib Service for all ages in
the afternoon, and then a moving Midnight Mass at 11pm.
Christmas Day Services were joyful and afterwards the church
was closed until Sunday the 29th, when we held a joint Parish
Eucharist.
St Peter’s then reopened on Thursday the 2nd of January, and
we celebrated The Epiphany at all our Sunday services on the
5th. With some sadness we took down our majestic Christmas
trees on the 6th, and the church returned to its simple beauty, and
the Poppets also began meeting once again. The Children’s
Choir began meeting for rehearsals again on Friday the 10th.
On the 12th of January, when we celebrated The Baptism of
Christ, Lewis Godfrey-Fausset was baptised at the Family
Eucharist and later that day the Youth Group met for games and
food together. The staff of St Peter’s Church went out for their
Christmas and New Year lunch on Tuesday the 14th, to one of
our favourite local restaurants, About Thyme in Pimlico, as a
sincere thank you for all their hard work over the year and especially in the Christmas period. The following week, on Monday
the 20th, the Faith Discussion Group met at the Vicarage for the
first time in the new year, discussing the Incarnation, and the
PCC met on Thursday the 23rd. Revd Julie hosted another lunch
for newer members of the Church, and the Youth Group also
met. That week on Wednesday 29th, Year 4 presented their recent work to the whole school in an Assembly in church. The
month ended with a rehearsal for the marriage of Marigold Free26

land and James Selwyn Gummer, which took place with both
style and joy the following day.
In February and March there is much to look forward to: we
have a Quiet Day in church on Saturday 8th February, a Welcome Party on Thursday the 13th, and a concert by the Choir of
the 21st Century on Saturday the 15th. The Faith Discussion
Group meets again on Monday the 17th, and Revd Julie hosts a
Pancake Party on Shrove Tuesday, 25th of January. On Ash
Wednesday, the 26th, we have services with ashing at 8am, at
9am for the school, at 12.30pm and the Sung Eucharist at 7pm.
Our Lent Course, this year a course about prayer, will begin on
Tusday 3rd of March at 7pm and Wednesday 4th at 9.15 am, and
follow that pattern until Holy Week.
Fr Ralph will be in Delhi visiting Saakshar at the end of February and start of March but back in good time for our next church
social event, a Barn Dance with Indian food and snacks to raise
money for Saakshar’s work, on Saturday the 14th of March. The
Faith Discussion Group will meet again on the 16th, and we will
celebrate Mothering Sunday on the 22nd. Holy Week will begin
with Palm Sunday on April the 5th.
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CHILDREN’S PUZZLE
'The temptations of Jesus '
“If you are the Son of God …”

Fill in the blanks.
(See Matthew 4 verses 3,6.)
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ST PETER’S EATON SQUARE
COOKBOOK
Whether you’re a master baker or a novice in the kitchen, if you
are connected to St Peter’s Eaton Square and you have a recipe
to share, we’d love to hear from you.
St Peter’s is planning to publish a cookbook, filled with recipes
from members of our congregation and other groups affiliated to
the church and school.
We want to hear about the story behind your recipe, too, so
please add a few words about why you think your chosen recipe
is so good, how you came to cook it, why and for whom, and any
other stories attached to it. It could be the country’s best Christmas cake, pancakes or hot cross buns, to celebrate the liturgical
seasons, or equally a world-beating plate of spicy tofu for a rainy
Tuesday night, or the very best way to cook a sand sole.
We can’t choose every recipe, so please don’t be too disappointed if yours is not picked, but to maximise your chances of
being in the book, the more innovative a dish can be, the better!
And don’t worry if you can’t cook, you can still contribute. If
you’re a master mixologist, we’d love to have your cocktails. If
you’re a child, we’d love to know your favourite dishes.
Don’t forget to add your name to your recipe, along with where
(geographically) the recipe originally comes from, if appropriate,
and your connection to St Peter’s Eaton Square.
A final note: if your favourite recipe is exactly replicated from a
published book, I’m afraid we can’t use it. However, if you’ve
put your own spin on someone else’s recipe, please feel free to
send it in for consideration.
Please email your recipes or give them personally to Revd Julie
at revjuliekho@gmail.com by the end of February.
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MARCH CALENDAR
Sun 1

First Sunday of Lent

For the Parish

Mon 2

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield,
Missionary, 672

For the Passage

Tues 3
Wed 4

Ember Day

Thur 5
Fri 6
Sat 7

Sun 8

Perpetua, Felicity and their
companions, Martyrs at
Carthage, 203
Second Sunday in Lent

Mon 9

Wed 11
Thur 12
Fri 13

Third Sunday of Lent

For our Prayer Board
requests
For our church
community
For the Parish

Patrick, Missionary, Patron
of Ireland, c.460

For God’s mission in
our land
For the churches in
Ireland

Sat 14

Mon 16
Tues 17

For the Parish
For the Bishops of the
Church of England
For the Governors of St
Peter’s CE Primary
School
For the Church of
England
For simplicity of life

Tues 10

Sun 15

For our Lent Prayer
Group
For vocations to the
priesthood
For our Children’s
Choir
For our Prayer Board
requests
For persecuted
Christians
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MARCH CALENDAR CONTD
Wed 18

Cyril Bishop of Jerusalem,
Teacher of the Faith, 386

For peace and justice
in Jerusalem

Thur 19

Joseph of Nazareth

For fathers

Fri 20

Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne,
Missionary, 687
Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop
of Canterbury, Reformation
Martyr, 1556
Fourth Sunday of Lent,
Mothering Sunday

For our Prayer Board
requests
For the Archbishop of
Canterbury

Sat 21

Sun 22
Mon 23
Tues 24
Wed 25

Thur 26

For wise use of our
resources
Oscar Romero, Archbishop of
San Salvador, Martyr, 1980
The Annunciation of Our
Lord to the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Harriet Monsell, Founder of the
Community of St John the
Baptist, 1883

Fri 27
Sat 28

Sun29

Fifth Sunday of Lent
(Passiontide begins)

Mon 30
Tues 31

For the Parish

For the poor
For women

For the victims of
sexual exploitation
For our Prayer Board
requests
For those who
maintain our gardens
and parks
For the Parish
For spiritual growth

John Donne, Priest, Poet, 1631
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For St Paul’s
Cathedral

THE OXFORD MOVEMENT
The recent canonisation of John Henry Newman led some of my
acquaintances to ask questions about his role in the Church of
England, and about the Oxford Movement of which he was originally one of the key figures. So here is a very brief summary.
The background
England in the 1820s and 30s was in a ferment – the change in
Parliamentary franchise and the first loosening of the link between public office and membership of the Church of England
form part of the background. Within the Church of England itself
there were conflicting currents from the Broad Church party,
seeking to water down doctrine and generally replace it with morality, and from the Evangelical Movement with its emphasis on
personal conversion and fervour often at the expense of sacramental grace and wider church authority. Alongside these was
the initially weaker stream, descended from learned High Church
divines of the 17th and 18th centuries, with their
emphasis on the Church of England as a branch
of the wider catholic church, on the episcopacy
and monarchy, on the sacraments and on fidelity to the whole of the Book of Common
Prayer. The threat of the Whig state to the
Church helped to give new strength to this last
element.

John Keble

The leaders
Of the three early leaders of the movement,
John Keble came straight from the High
Church tradition. His sermon in 1833 at St
Mary the Virgin Oxford on “National Apostasy”, dealing with the growing conflict of demands of duty to Church and duty to the State,
marked the start of the Oxford Movement. So
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too, through the instruction
of his highly influential
mother, did Edward Pusey.
Pusey’s tradition was much
closer to the old “High
Church” ethos than to some
of the more colourful later
developments. He remained
a sober, scholarly and
rather distant presence.
Newman’s case was quite
John Henry Newman:
different; he started as a
Picture from the RC diocese of Salford
committed Evangelical but
through prayer, through study of the writings of the early years
of the Christian church and through a full examination of the
Prayer Book he too became a supporter of this view of the sacraments and structures of the church. He expressed this not only in
his writings, but in the way he organised life at the church he
served in Littlemore. His final departure from the Church of
England was on the issue of central authority to decide contested
matters, something which still proves an issue in the wider Anglican Communion.
The main points
The emphasis of these early leaders of the movement was on the
threefold ministry of bishops, priests and deacons, as set out in
the Ordinal attached to the Prayer Book, on baptism and communion as the two sacraments generally necessary for salvation,
on public recitation of Morning and Evening Prayer, on the celebration of Holy Communion on the Sundays and festal days for
which eucharistic provision was made, on the Real Presence of
Christ in the sacrament as set out in the catechism (though the
mode of that presence is left undefined) and on the option of private confession to a priest as set out in the exhortations to receive Holy Communion and the Order for the Visitation of the
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Sick. All this both emphasised the direct link, despite Reformation changes, between the church in England now and the church
stretching back to the earliest days and on the objective nature of
faith not solely dependent on personal experience.
Later developments
Some of the features that now most readily identify churches in
the catholic tradition – vestments, incense, candles, physical gestures of devotion, crosses etc - came to the fore only with the
second generation of Oxford Movement leaders, sometimes
known disparagingly as the Ritualists. These procedures were
by no means adopted just for their ornamental value. After the
passing of the Public Worship Regulation Act in 1874 priests –
especially those working devotedly in some of the poorest areas
of England – found themselves suspended or imprisoned for following such usages. No one goes to such lengths in defence of
an ornament. Rather these were practices that had a twofold
value: they reflected the strong incarnational sense of the Movement, so that, just as care for people’s physical as well as their
spiritual welfare was pastorally important, so worship should appeal to the whole person; they also stressed the adherence to the
one universal church through customs that had been sanctified by
centuries of use and embodied the underlying truths of the faith.
The Legacy of the Oxford Movement
Looking at the Church of England even now, it would seem that
the Oxford Movement had considerable success in getting its
tenets widely accepted. The Eucharist is often the central service
and a degree of ceremony is normal. Since the 1830s there have
been developments in the understanding of the early church and
in the evolution of liturgy which have enabled many denominations to move beyond some of the controversies of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation and allowed a degree of liturgical
convergence that could hardly have been imagined even in the
1950s. In the Church of England this has meant the use of new
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authorised liturgies alongside the Book of Common Prayer, the
current one being that set out in Common Worship.
Challenges
There are however some challenges to this success. We leave
to one side the Anglican evangelical wing (which continues
strong and has its own undoubted value and integrity, though it
is now infected in some quarters by a non-denominational approach almost fundamentalist in character). to look at more insidious threats. One, from the catholic wing, is the introduction. despite the range of options now permitted by the authorised forms of service, of texts imported from other churches,
especially the Roman Catholic, which is a move towards a congregationalist rather than a whole church approach. The other
comes from some middle of the road churches for whom there
is a risk of the theology and ecclesiology behind the practices
and ceremonies fading away so that vestments and the rest do
become purely ornamental.
Going forward
No movement endures for ever, nor should it. The world
changes and the same gospel needs to be proclaimed afresh to
every age and the attitudes of people today are very different
from those of the 19th and even 20th centuries. But our concern
should surely be to see that all the valuable things that were
brought back to the Church of England, both in doctrine and in
practice, are understood and not lightly abandoned.

VALERIE SMITH
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MASS TOURISM
DURHAM CATHEDRAL
A business trip took us to Durham for the weekend of the 14th
Sunday after Trinity so we were able to go to the 11.15 Sung
Eucharist at the Cathedral. The city is dominated by its Castle
and the Cathedral as befits a diocese ruled from 1068 to 1836 by
Prince Bishops.
Besides its spectacular architecture, much of the history and
fame of Durham centres around St Cuthbert. Based on a Benedictine monastery the building of the Cathedral was begun as a
shrine for him in 1093 and by 1153 was nearly completed. It is
thought that Cuthbert was born to a noble family in Melrose,
Scotland. He began his adult life as a soldier but after a vision of
St Aidan in 651 on the night of the saint’s death, he took up his
religious vocation. In 655 he was sent to Ripon, where ten years
later he became Master of the Order. He was moved several
times to different places and in different positions during his life.
all in the northeast of England. He spent time at Melrose Abbey
and at Ripon, sometimes as Bishop, sometimes as Prior.
He had a big change of role in 664 at the Synod of Whitby where
the Roman and Celtic traditions were in conflict as to the correct
date of Easter. Peace making must have taken its toll on
Cuthbert as he was granted leave to become a hermit in 676 and
spent nearly a decade in the remote Farne Islands.
He was sent to Hexham in 685 to be the Bishop followed by a
move to Lindisfarne where he remained until his death in 687.
Cuthbert was not officially canonised for several centuries, but
his holy life and some miracles attributed to him aroused great
veneration from his flock and his remains were treasured relics.
Vikings frequently raided the northeast of England and the
monks there feared not only for their own lives but for the holy
36

remains of St Cuthbert. By 875 the monks left Lindisfarne and
headed for land granted to them at Chester-le-Street taking
their treasures with them. There they remained until there was
further trouble from invaders and they were on the move again.
There are conflicting theories as to how the party settled in
Durham. One is that their leader, Bishop Aldhem had family
connections who owned land at Durham and it seemed a sensible place to be. The other story is the more romantic. On the

Statue on Dun Cow Lane of the procession of
the remains of St Cuthbert
journey the cart carrying Cuthbert’s coffin became stuck and
during the halt, Bishop Aldhem had a vision of Cuthbert saying
the name “Dunholme”. This was taken to be a message from
the saint as to where his final resting place should be. The trouble was that no-one knew where Dunholme was. The story
goes that they overheard one cow girl asking another if she had
seen her stray dun cow. “Yes” came the reply, “it was walking
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towards Dunholme”. So, all they had to do was find said cow
and follow it. The animal presumably became either tired or
hungry because it stopped when it reached the promontory where
Durham Cathedral now stands and to this day there is a very
handsome statue of it on the riverbank.
The story of the Lindisfarne monks trekking to find the right
place for St Cuthbert to rest would make a good play for the children of the congregation. Along the lines of a Nativity Play but
following a cow instead of a star. I am sure it is possible to hire
a cow costume, it only takes two grown-ups to act the legs.
The Sunday morning Eucharist proceeded as expected. The
usual, large congregation were joined by about fifty of the family
and friends of baby Alfred John Wilkinson. On a personal note, a
cheque for a large amount of money was handed over to the director of music from the Friends of Cathedral Music, in which
we have a vested interest. It was pleasing to see the conductor
and accompanist lead the choir from their seats around the nave
altar to the rail to receive communion. We have noticed in our
church travels that musicians are sometimes side lined at this
point, almost as if part of the furniture. Referring to them as Alfred John’s fan club, the baptismal party were led in procession
to the great font at the west end by the celebrant, the Reverend
Canon Sophie Jelley, the Canon Missioner. And what a processional route it is.
The great pillars march down the central aisle two by two, alternating the conventional vertical pattern with the most elaborate
of designs. To give an idea of the scale, the square pattern on one
measures very nearly two feet across, point to point. They are
truly massive.
In 1539 the monastery suffered the same fate as most others and
was handed over to the crown. It was not long however before
the Cathedral was re-founded in 1541, the last Prior becoming
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the first Dean.
There was some destruction of furnishings in the 16th century
and in the 18th part of the Norman Chapter House was demolished, to be rebuilt in the original style in 1895. Nearly a century
later in 1986 UNESCO named the building a World Heritage
Site.

The Cathedral boasts a comfortable cafeteria and a well-stocked
shop. Something else not to be missed is the model of the building constructed entirely of Lego bricks, 300,000 of them at a £1
a time. One of them is mine, purchased in 2013. It took three
years to build and stands six feet high.
ANN BAWTREE
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FROM THE MAGAZINE - MARCH 1920

We wish to commend for reading this report “The Church and
Social Service” which has just been issued. It is essentially a
call to Church people to co-operate with the State in social service. It emphasizes the principle that all service for others,
whether it is specifically religious or not, is service for the Kingdom of God. “Church work” has generally stood for certain
kinds of endeavour to relieve distress or palliate evils which
ought to have been removed. There is nothing which needs to be
so much emphasized as that all social and public work needs the
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Christian motive and the Christian principle for its purity and its
strength. The separation in mind, and therefore in fact, between
the spiritual and secular is responsible for the indifference of a
large part of Christian people to social progress. The State has
too often been regarded as a secular force, instead of being a
minister of God for good. What this report aims at seeing is a
true mutualness of co-operation between the Church and the
State for common service and life. We cannot but feel if this
were brought about that it would do much to restore in man’s
mind their respect for an allegiance to the Church as the representative and minister of Christ’s spirit. This report is full of
suggestiveness as to the ways in which the Church, both in town
and village, could co-operate with other bodies and so be the the
rallying force of Spiritual unity. The report has much to say on
the wide opportunities which the Parochial Councils can be, not
only for ecclesiastical, but also for human and social purposes.
They should really be, what is the true ideal of every parish, an
executive committee for the Kingdom of God in every locality.

COMMENT:
The feeling among practising Christians that it is unsuitable for
churches to co-operate with public initiatives is much less evident now than it was a hundred years ago; indeed, except when
the partnership is in pursuit of a party political point, many see
the churches’ contribution to general welfare as their most important feature. It is perhaps a British trait to value action above
beliefs or philosophies that inspire the action. Nowadays the
reluctance for co-operation is more likely to originate with the
State than with the churches as there can be suspicion that the
price of help from the church is indoctrination of the recipients.
There is a presupposition that the secular is somehow completely neutral, whereas a secular point of view is as much a
point of view as a religious or philosophical one.
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MOTHERING SUNDAY RECIPE
Food in Lent: In terms of fasting and abstinence Lent is not
quite what it was. While swathes of the population appear at
least to want to take seriously whole months of teetotalism or
veganism or even growing moustaches (for those who can), Lent
seems to evoke a much weaker commitment. It was not always
so. Up to at least the sixteenth century in England foods proscribed in Lent included not only
meat, but eggs and dairy products
as well. Almond milk is seen as a
new thing, but the fifteenth century recipes in “Curye* on
Inglysch” (Early English Text Society, 1985, ed. Hieatt and Butler)
indicate that it and almond butter should be substituted in Lent
for dairy products The Orthodox churches, in principle at least,
remain even more strict, also cutting out all fish except for molluscs (which seem, rather oddly, to be regarded as plant-based
food) and wine and olive oil as well.
However the chance now is that people will be found to be abstaining in Lent for health or environment reasons rather than
devotional ones and unlike religious rules they seem rather grim,
apparently offering no let-up for days of celebration. Milton has
it right when he writes: “For other things mild Heaven a time
ordains/And disapproves that care, though wise in show,/ That
with superfluous burden loads the day/And, when God sends a
cheerful hour, refrains” (even the Orthodox are allowed fish,
wine and oil on Lady Day).
A festive recipe: So the recipe I give here, curd tart, is a festive
one for Mothering Sunday or Lady Day or any other special days
that fall in Lent. In Lancashire (and I believe in Yorkshire) it is
traditionally eaten at Pentecost for high tea after the Whitsuntide
processions in the afternoon. You are supposed to make the curd
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yourself, but I substitute ricotta, though plain cottage cheese will
also work if you smash it up a bit.
To begin, make a shortcrust pastry with four ounces (110g) of
plain flour and either two ounces (50g) of butter, or half lard and
half butter. This will cover an 8” (20cm) tart tin. Bake the pastry
blind for 15 minutes at gas mark 4 or 180C. Meanwhile, make
the filling by melting gently two ounces (50g) of butter, then
adding, off the heat, two ounces (50g) of sugar, fourteen ounces
(400g) of ricotta and two medium eggs. Mix well. You vary the
recipe by adding at this stage the finely grated zest of a lemon or
a handful of sultanas. Mix one of these in, spread the mixture in
the cooled pastry base and sprinkle nutmeg over the whole.
Bake for about half an hour until the filling is set. It is best
served at room temperature, or cool but not cold.
And on Monday you can counteract the richness by returning to
abstinence.
VALERIE SMITH

CHRISTMAS CHARITY RESULTS
The total collections for the Christmas charities came to
£4990.39. Of this £314.79 was raised for the Children’s Society
through Christingle. The remaining £4675.40 is being distributed among:
1) Kids for Kids who work in the remote villages in Darfur,
where children are living in extreme poverty.
2) Health Poverty Action who act in solidarity with health workers, activists and communities worldwide to improve health and
challenge the causes of poverty.
3) St. Vincent's Family Project which is a resource centre for
young families in Westminster.
We thank all who contributed to raising this very significant
amount, whether from the congregation or from those who
use oor facilities.
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ST JOSEPH

Feast Day March 19.
'St. Joseph and the Christ child'
by Guido Reni 1575 - 1642
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PICTURE FOR COLOURING

Colour the picture and fill in the
blanks from Matthew 9-14
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£ 20
PER
DAY

Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

Daily

Morning Prayer (except Wed.)
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
- Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School*
*during term time only

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Cover photograph by Samantha Singlehurst

