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FROM THE VICAR

Reflecting on Six Busy Years
The next few months will pass quickly, and we are all looking forward very much to being able to open the church and worship
again. After the sadness of last Easter, when we put our services
online at the last moment with mixed success, I pray that our celebration of Holy Week and Easter this year will go ahead as normal.
For me it will be particularly poignant, as my last Sunday at St Peter’s will be our celebration of the resurrection on April 4th.
Despite the lockdown and the restrictions, which will continue,
there is a lot to do at St Peter’s in these months. I am trying to get
as much done as possible before I leave, but at the same time I am
excited to be preparing for a new stage in my ministry. My licensing service at St James, Stonesfield and St Laurence, Combe, will
be on May 1st, but I am unsure of the venue or the time for the service yet. Both churches are very small, and it seems likely that the
service will be for the local communities only.
I will certainly miss you all at St Peter’s very much and I will look
back at my time as Vicar with thankfulness. It has been a period of
intense and rewarding work for me, and I would like to take a few
minutes here to reflect on just some of the things which we have
achieved together over these last six years, and celebrate them.
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When I came, I was asked by the Bishop and by the Church Wardens to focus particularly on building relationships within the
church community which had been fractured and broken by previous unhappiness, and to address the church’s declining finances. I
certainly did my best to restore a sense of peace and security for
all our congregation and community, as well as looking for ways
to make our finances more secure, and the church has definitely
moved on from these troubles now - although both kindness and
giving will always require our active attention.
When I began work here in May 2015 there were many other issues which I realised needed addressing. We quickly organised our
first PCC away day, in the Crypt at St Paul’s Cathedral, and spent
that day exploring everyone’s ideas, hopes and concerns about the
future of our church. The decisions we made then and on subsequent PCC away days laid the foundation for what we have done
since. That work has been greatly helped by the appointment of
Revd Julie to take over the role of Assistant Priest, and then of
Callum Shaw as Verger and Premises Manager; they have transformed the life and work of the church through their dedication.
PCC groups, formed and reformed in recent years, have also enabled people to invest their skills and interests in our shared life, organising social events, quiet days and retreats, outreach, worship,
and caring for our building and resources.
One of the first areas of concern for me was the way the church
looked to outsiders. Its website, service books and literature were a
patchwork of styles. A new Media and Communications Group
came up with a plan, and from that we launched a new website,
new welcome booklets, fliers and cards, new letterheads and a new
logo, and then a weekly news email and weekly spiritual reflections which have been used consistently to communicate a positive, forward looking and open engagement with the world, our
parish and our church community. The old phone system and the
photocopier were also replaced to help us work better and more efficiently.
We have held Stewardship Sundays each year, and I have tried to
emphasise the importance of giving for all our members, and the
joy of giving generously. The previous decline in congregational
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giving was stopped, and more recently joining the Parish Giving
Scheme has helped to reduce our administration costs and to facilitate regular giving, while the arrival of a Goodbox card machine
before Christmas has got us ready for the return of events and bigger services in church this year. The income from our car park and
room hire was still declining a couple of years after I arrived, and
needed attention too - which we did with Callum’s help through
renting part of our car park to Just Park, and by beginning to market our rooms more effectively. Before lockdown this was going
well and during this year, as we have been mostly closed, the car
park has been a financial life line for St Peter’s thanks to JustPark.
We hope that this year when restrictions are lifted, the building
will start to hum again with many different groups and will generate a good income once more as well as providing a valuable
home for our outreach
and ministry. The recent
renovation of valuable
spaces, the Welcome
Room, Committee
Room, toilets, Parish
Hall and Kitchen all
play their part in this,
helped by generous
grants from the Pimlico
St Peter’s Trust, and a
little help from
Grosvenor. Alongside our attention to church finance has been a
determination to give away as well as to gather in. God loves a
cheerful giver, and this applies to churches too. As well as enabling charities to raise plenty of funds here at concerts and
through training days and other events, and in addition to our
Christmas fundraising and special collections, we began to give
away 10% of our congregational giving to chosen charities every
year. To be able to do this, as well as to pay a gradually increasing
Common Fund contribution to the diocese, is a sign of spiritual as
well as financial health.
The quality of our welcome was another major area which we discussed in 2015 and have continued to address. One of the prob4

lems when a church becomes stressed is that we become absorbed
with our internal life, and lose our ability to engage with newcomers. The best way to increase parish giving is to attract new members, but no one will come if we do not look attractive, and no one
will stay if our welcome is not warm. Over the last few years we
have made sure that those who are officially ‘Sidesmen’ at our services were also trained as ‘Welcomers’ and I have continually reminded myself, the PCC and everyone at St Peter’s that welcoming
newcomers must constantly be our goal, on Sundays and on every
other occasion. Newcomers slipping away after a service while
groups of longstanding friends talk only to each other will slowly
kill a church. With this constantly in mind we have sought to be
open and welcoming, and to value and include everyone who
comes to St Peter’s. Julie has been particularly active in fostering a
spirit of welcome and engagement with newcomers, and is ever
seeking ways to include and enfold them in our life and faith. I
have seen the quality of our welcome steadily improve over recent
years, and hope it will always continue to be a feature of life here.
In 2015 the St Peter’s Poppets was in the doldrums. But we knew
that it could be far more useful and with a little help it began to
grow, and went from being someone else’s project to being the
heart of our outreach and growth. A year ago our two weekly Poppets groups were bursting with life, and attracted many people who
went on to become members of the church, parents at school and
valued members of our community. It has become the seedbed for
our church life, and will be so again this year, as well as an act of
service for local people.
The Faith Discussion Group has been a source of pleasure and inspiration for me. With around a dozen people usually attending (a
good biblical number) it continues to generate interest, and is intended to slowly aid our learning, our faith and our friendship. Retreats and Quiet Days, mostly organised more recently by Julie,
have been brilliant opportunities for this too, recognising that we
are all on a spiritual journey, each with different needs and questions at any time.
The appointment of our first Pastoral Assistant recognised that
there is a valuable role for a young person to work pastorally and
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practically while building their experience and considering their own
calling. Catherine Cowie, now ordained in Gloucestershire, Matthew
Butler, working with families at St Marylebone, and now Joe
Grogan, have filled that role with unique gifts and charism, and have
each gained from the experience
in different ways. They have
helped us to look outward, to do
more in the community and in our
own church, and to be part of the
wider church’s work too.
St Peter’s School has occupied a
lot of my attention and has been a
very rewarding part of my ministry. In 2015 people expressed concern about the lack of connection
and understanding between the school and the church, and thankfully this could never be said today. I was asked to become Chair of
Governors soon after I arrived and we appointed a new Head, Miles
Ridley. Since then the involvement in school of Julie and myself
along with Judith and our Pastoral Assistants too has steadily increased. Before lockdown we were in school several times each
week and got to know teachers and staff, families and children well,
reinforcing bonds of friendship and support with many who also
worshipped with us on Sundays or attended other local churches.
After many years of working mostly alone as a university chaplain,
it has been a real delight to be part of a team here. Over the last six
years that team has changed and grown. We said goodbye to Fr
Mark Lowther, and we welcomed Julie, whose excellent work with
families and outreach has now been recognised in her change of title
to Priest Missioner. St Peter’s has also benefited greatly from the
ministry of associate priests, and we said a gradual goodbye to Revd
Ros Trafford Roberts and to Fr Ron Swan as they retired, and welcomed and said goodbye to Fr Tony Kyriakides. More recently we
have been blessed by the midweek support of Fr Simon Walsh, and
the wisdom and experience which Revd Jacqui Miller brings to our
team too. In addition to this, Dr Judith Richardson went through the
Licensed Lay Minister training and became a valued part of our
team as an LLM. With the support of Pastoral Assistants too, the
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happy group of clergy and leaders of worship at St Peter’s brings a
wealth of spirituality, faith and knowledge to our shared life.
Many other things have happened, and many things have been
done. There have been sad losses of dear friends, as well as the
ending of precious and valuable
activities. Among these, the closure of the Eaton Square Concerts was especially sad for me,
as, along with our outstanding
liturgical music, our concerts
were one of the things which had
most attracted me (and others) to
St Peter’s. Last year it seemed so
sad that they had to end, but we did not know then that all concerts
and performances were about to be terminated by a global pandemic which has spared no corner of the performing arts. We fondly remember the Eaton Square Concerts and the joy they gave, and we
hope that St Peter’s will be a hub for the arts, for music and performance in the future, helped by new sound and streaming equipment
too, and the access ramp which is soon to be built!
I am so grateful to all of you who have contributed to the rich
growth and development of St Peter’s over the last six years - to old
members, new members, visitors and supporters, occasional worshippers and dedicated volunteers. I have enjoyed your good company and sound judgement most of all. You have taught me so
much, and I have loved being a part of our life together. I will continue to pray for your flourishing as the church comes back to the
fullness of its life again this year.

FR RALPH
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FROM JULIE

I sit down to write this letter just after watching Joe Biden’s
inauguration as the 46th President of the United States. And after
a time of division, violence and pandemic this is a tangible
reminder that hope is very much alive in our world today. But
what, you may ask, is our hope? What exactly are we hoping for
and how will we know when we find it? We all have our
individual hopes and dreams but I would wager we have a few in
common. We hope for peace. We hope for economic stability.
We hope for good health. And we hope once again to return to life
as we knew it.
All of these hopes are right and good but, as people of faith, let’s
think more deeply about the source of our hope. As good Sunday
School students you might say ‘Jesus is our hope.’ And you know
what? You would be right. For the Incarnation of Jesus, God
becoming one of us, is the foundation of our hope. We can strive
for peace because Jesus is our peace. We can work for justice
because Jesus humbled himself, forsaking equality with God, to
show us the path towards justice. We can bring forth health and
hope to a hurting world because Jesus first brought healing to ‘All
the Nations.’
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Put simply we have hope because God in Christ is with us through
the pain and suffering of life. And God will be with us as we are
brought out of despair into joy. And as we look closely we may
catch glimmers of hope and joy all around us.
During last week’s online
school service I encouraged
the children to create a
prayer or reflection corner in
their home, a place to pray, to
read, to draw or merely to
think… A few days later I
received a lovely email from
Maria describing the ‘altar’
her little girl Mimi made in
their sitting room. She
insisted her parents were to
dim the lights and pray with
her each day and they were
more than happy to go along
with this request. Have a
look at the photo of Mimi’s
altar. She has included a
Bible, books, folders, a little
stuffed bear, a kneeler, a jar for donations and significantly a sign
instructing all to pray.
Mimi’s altar both displays the genuine faith of a young child and
points toward a wider hope for each of us. God is with us and he
hears us when we come to him in prayer. These are familiar
words. And this familiarity may blur the strength of their meaning.
So let’s stop a moment and ponder what this means that the God of
the Universe, the God of all Creation is with and listens to each
and everyone of us. God cares for us and desires to walk beside us
as a friend.
The presence of God is woven throughout in both the beautiful
times of life and also the painful and confusing times. As I said in
last week’s sermon, I enjoy reading stories about God’s presence,
about his calling in the lives of his people. I love to help people
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discover their own calling… And I find it helpful occasionally to
look back at the development of my own calling… For when we
do we are reminded of the simple fact that God has guided us
along the way and will continue to do so now and in the times
ahead…
I certainly do not need to say that we are living in challenging
times. The pandemic continues to rage. The church is closed. Fr
Ralph is moving on in his journey which is wonderful for him but
also sad for us. There will be change ahead. There is sadness and
yet there is also hope.
For as we explore the way God has been guiding us individually
and as a church we look ahead in hope… And yet looking forward
always begins with looking back. One of my favourite things to
do during lockdown is to watch old movies. I recently watched
‘The Wizard of Oz’ remembering fondly those Christmas Days
when I would watch the film as a child. As I watched I imagined
going on an adventurous journey like Dorothy.
I’ve always loved adventure. And yet, one thing I learned is that
most of our calling, our journeys, are not filled with adventure but
are filled with the day to day choice of faith and hope in the midst
of where life takes us.
During the remainder of lockdown take the time to reflect on your
own calling. For we each have a calling from God. We are all on
a journey with the God who knows us and calls us by name.
The opening verses from Psalm 139 are a good place to end as they
remind us of this remarkable truth.
1
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my
thoughts from far away. 3You search out my path and my lying
down, and are acquainted with all my ways.

REVD JULIE
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FEBRUARY CHILDREN’S PAGE

As Lent starts we remember Jesus’s three
temptations in the wilderness. Look at the pictures
to remind you what they were and then fill in the
squares. If you have difficulties read the full text in
Matthew’s gospel.
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FROM JOE

This has been a strange year and nearly a strange 12 months, with
Covid lingering longer than anyone would have wanted or hoped.
I’m sure this sentiment has been echoed in both Fr Ralph’s and
Revd Julie’s articles.
This time last year I wrote a short article on one of the three Preraphaelite stained glass windows we have here at St. Peter’s. The
three windows are in what was originally, before the fire, the
Blessed Sacrament chapel; this is now the Verger’s Vestry. In the
article I drew attention to the two Latin words on one window,
‘Surgite’ and ‘Sperate’. Surgite is a commandment to ‘rise’, and
‘sperate’ a commandment to ‘hope’.
When writing that article, I didn’t know how important those
words would be. I’m sure many have struggled at one time or
another through the barrage of lockdowns we have suffered, even
though they have of course been so necessary. And one of the
things that has certainly helped me when I sit and think is this
stained glass window which often pops into my head. I remember
those strong words, and I think of the thousands that have found
solace in those words of instruction and compassion. We are
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reminded of God’s love for us, of his sacrifice.
In what has been for many the toughest time
they have ever experienced God’s evercomforting presence is around them. A poem
that comes to mind is ‘footprints in the sand’, a
famous poem where a person meets Jesus on
the beach and as he looks back he see two sets
of footprints. As he looks further back he
notices at the toughest points there is only one
set of footprints. He then asks Jesus why he
left him at the hardest of times. Jesus answers
the man and says he didn’t leave him but rather
carried him through the toughest of times.
As we continue through this year, we have
more hope as more vaccines get approved, and
as more vaccinations are given out. But this is
only just the start, we are still reminded to rise
up and hope. This hope is the hope that is
always there, of new birth, of life and of love.
These dark and strange times have been a trial
for everyone, they have taught all people many
things they didn’t know, had forgotten, or just didn’t appreciate
before. So let's remember in the days, weeks, and months ahead
to Rise up and Hope as we continue our journeys comforted in
the knowledge of the Godhead ever with us.

JOE GROGAN
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NATIVITY PLAY
The Family Service Nativity Play on a Sunday in December has
been quite an institution for some years. This year, however, the
church was closed because of Covid-19 restrictions at the time
when rehearsals would normally have taken place, and even when
the church was open in December
numbers who could attend were so
limited that a live performance on
site was not possible. Nothing
daunted, we set about producing a
nativity film, with a vast cast
whose contributions were sent
from their homes and co-ordinated
into a narrative by Revd Julie.
The MC was a cloud and an angel descended to tell the Virgin
Mary that she would give birth to a baby who
would be the Christ. This was Gabriella but
there were other angels including some who
floated impressively. As Mary and Joseph approached the stable we had sight of two Vergers
busily cleaning up the area with not a few grumbles about the trouble.
There were oxen and asses and of course a manger and a star and the
Blessed Mother and St Joseph. Throughout
the film we benefited from the lovely Christmas hymns sung by Fiona.
Baby Jesus arrived in due course and was
laid in the manger. Then the angels appeared to the shepherds and indeed there
was a remarkable variety of shepherds coming to witness the great event from the wise
old shepherd through shepherd brothers and
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sisters to some very young apprentice shepherds
And, or course, sheep.

Like all major productions our film had to face the comments of
the critics. However, far from being slammed, it was declared the
best nativity they had ever seen.
We can show only a few still photos here and of course you can’t
fully appreciate it without seeing the whole thing as a film.
Happily it is still available on
YouTube, so go and watch it
there, You will enjoy it!
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-CQyvEYLu3I
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ST PETER’S 100 YEARS AGO
This would normally be the 100 (or at the moment
80) Years Ago page, but inexplicably the 1921 series
is absent and the 1941 book of magazines starts only
in April. To compensate for this we recently received
(anonymously) a parcel containing a book, in a pretty
cover, of photos, clippings and manual entries
relating to a wedding that took place at St Peter’s in
1921 between Bishop George Lanchester King
(formerly Bishop of Madagascar, retiring from that see in 1919)
and Louise Beatrice Bewley, from a Dublin family.
On his return from
Madagascar Bishop
King had become
Secretary of the SPG
(Society for the
Propagation of the
Gospel) and it was
there that he met his
wife-to-be, who at that
time was SPG
Secretary of Women’s
Work. This was
Bishop King’s first
foray into marriage;
up to this point he had
worked closely with
his sister Gertrude.
There was a
considerable age
difference between the
Bishop and his bride,
but the marriage was a
happy one for the
twenty years they had together. They were married at the early
16

hour of 9.30am by the Bishop of Kensington assisted by the Vicar
Austin Thompson and others; a choral service of Holy
Communion followed for the bride and groom.
The reception had, unusually, taken place the previous afternoon
at the SPG headquarters in Tufton St. The congregation and guests
included workers at SPG and missionary friends. The gifts were
plentiful but often quite modest reflecting the fact that this was not
your typical society wedding: teacloths, nightdress cases, books,
glass bowls. Among the gifts listed are those between the Bride
and Bridegroom. He gave her a gold wristwatch; she, more
originally, gave him (1) a pair of old Georgian shoes buckles, (2) a
pair of hair brushes and (3) an old shaving glass. I assume “old” is
meant in the sense of “antique” rather than “second-hand”.
The cuttings and photographs
unfortunately do not afford us any
views of the interior of the church’.
However, in this photograph of the
bridesmaids outside the church you
can see the small war memorial
crucifix which featured in the past few
excerpts from the 1920 magazine
when the question of making a larger
memorial was being discussed.
In an introduction to a tribute to
Bishop King on his death the then
Bishop of St Alban’s wrote: “He did
not, as so many of us are content to
do, merely exhort people to pray; he
taught them how to do it. His teaching in this, as in all else, was
from first to last rooted and grounded in the historic Creeds of
Christendom, in the sacraments of the Catholic Church, in the
steady and systematic study of the Bible and in the writings of the
great Christian theologians, ancient and modern.”
VALERIE SMITH
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PICTURE FOR FEBRUARY

George Herbert 1593-1633
One of the greatest priest poets
of the Church of England.
‘’ Welcome deare feast of Lent'
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READINGS FOR FEBRUARY
AND MARCH
Sunday 7 February:
Second Sunday before Lent
Proverbs 8:1, 22-31
Colossians 1:15-20:
John 1:1-14

Sunday 7 March:
Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20: 1-17
1 Corinthians 1: 18-25
John 2: 13-22

Sunday 14 February:
Sunday next before Lent
2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Sunday 14 March:
Fourth Sunday of Lent,
Mothering Sunday
Exodus 2: 1-10
Colossians 3: 12-17
John 19: 25-27

Wednesday 17 February:
Ash Wednesday
Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6.10
Matthew 6: 1–6, 16–21

Sunday 21 March:
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jeremiah 31: 31-34
Hebrews 5: 5-10
John 12: 20-33

Sunday 21 February:
First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9: 8-17
1 Peter 3: 18-22
Mark 1: 9-15

Sunday 28 March:
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Philippians 2: 5-11
Mark 15: 1-39

Sunday 28 February:
Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16
Romans 4: 13-25
Mark 8: 31-38
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Mon 1 Brigid, Abbess of Kildare, c.525

For all getting married at St
Peter’s

Tu 2

For St Peter’s Primary
School

The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple (Candlemas)

W3
Th 4

For the Worship Committee
Gilbert of Sempringham, Founder of
the Gilbertine Order, 1189

F5

For prayerfulness
For the local emergency services

Sa 6

The Martyrs of Japan, 1597

For our MP and City Councillors

Su 7

The Second Sunday before Lent

For the Parish

M8

For the homeless

Tu 9

For refugees

W 10

Scholastica, sister of Benedict, Abbess For our care of St Peter’s
of Plombariola, c.543
Church

Th 11

For the PCC

F 12

For the parish staff

Sa 13

For our Church Wardens

Su 14 The Sunday before Lent

For the Parish

M 15

For our learning

Thomas Bray, Priest, Founder of the
SPCK and the SPG, 1730

Tu 16 Shrove Tuesday

For a holy observation of Lent

W 17

For penitence

Ash Wednesday
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FEB. CALENDAR CON’TD
Th 18

For our teenagers

F 19

For the churches of the Deanery

Sa 20

For the businesses of the Parish

Su 21 First Sunday of Lent

For the Parish

M 22

For the staff of Victoria Station

Tu 23 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna,
Martyr, c.155

For the church in Turkey

W 24

For the ministry of all Christians

Ember Day

Th 25

For peace, justice, and
reconciliation

F 26

Ember Day

For Diocesan Directors of Ordinands and selectors for ministry

Sa 27

George Herbert, Priest, Poet,
1633

For poets

Su 28 Second Sunday of Lent

For the parish

This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the current month.
It shows the holy days that we celebrate in common with other
Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column is
indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. Especially in times when it is not possible to attend services in church you may like to incorporate it into your own
prayers.
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PARISH NEWS

December began with the welcome reopening of the West doors of
the church, after falling debris from the portico ceiling forced us to
close them until a protected walkway had been installed. This was
done very effectively by our good friend Darren, enabling us to
come to services through the main doors again. The entrance was
also decorated with lights in time for our Christmas celebrations.
Darren also provided our two magnificent Christmas trees, which
were beautifully decorated by Callum, James and Jo, and provided
very welcome inspiration in the dark time of the year. Darren also
sold Christmas trees to the public from the church Car Park, which
has become a happy seasonal attraction too.
The church did look beautiful, and we were so grateful that we
were able to stay open and to hold Christmas services, albeit on a
limited and socially distanced scale. The nativity Play, usually a
feature of early December, was not going to be possible live this
year so Revd Julie and Andrew Sackett made it work beautifully
22

online, and involved even
more children than usual. It
was a great technical and
social success, bringing our
community together in these
special weeks, and it was
watched over 600 times!
See pages 14 and 15 for a
little more on this subject.
School year group bubbles
came for Christingle services, and we offered three
church Christingle services too, each with small numbers of people,
which were moving and
heartwarming, in the extraordinary circumstances. There were also three
Crib services for children
and families, as the lockdown rules changed and
we reconciled ourselves
to a very quiet Christmas.
Although collections were
much more limited than
usual, we were pleased to
give our Christmas charities some support. This
year the money from our Christmas services was given to Tear Fund
and One Happy Family community centre in Lesvos, who run a restaurant producing food for and with refugees, and classes for young
children. All our Christingle donations (including those from
school) were donated to The Children's Society.
The Carol Service, such a highpoint in our normal celebrations, was
moved online, and nine readers were recorded separately in church,
and their readings blended with the Choir’s specially recorded carols and music, and the customary prayers. It was watched well over
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300 times, which strangely means it has been our most successful
carol service ever.
The service of Midnight Mass at a slightly earlier time was very
beautiful, and our celebrations on Christmas morning were joyful
and bright in the crisp winter sunlight, but the joy of worshipping
together was cut short in January, and as most churches closed
their doors in a new voluntary lockdown our PCC agreed to cease
public worship again from the 17th of January, when we returned
to online services only. That decision will stand until Ash
Wednesday, the 17th of February, when it will be reviewed.
Our refugee visiting Welcome Box volunteers helped provide
some Christmas cheer by putting together Christmas hampers for
27 refugee families at Christmas, and we have continued to keep
in touch with all our refugee friends.
Inside the church there has been activity. Following the retirement
of Olivia Reed, we were delighted to hold interviews for the position of Administrator, and to appoint Davida Forbes, who will
begin once the schools return - soon, we hope. We have also begun the introduction of Churchdesk management software to
make our work more streamlined too.
Electrical work was also completed, and a false alarm in the Fire
Alarm system made us aware that we need to replace it urgently a decision taken at the PCC meeting on January 28th. That meeting also voted to go ahead with the installation of a new video and
sound system for the church which will radically enhance our
ability to record, stream and share services, concerts and events.
Meanwhile, the Access Ramp has gone out to tender, and we hope
to confirm a builder and begin work in the coming weeks.
January also began with the news that
Fr Ralph is to leave St Peter’s at Easter. After six years at St Peter’s he and
Rachel are moving to Oxfordshire,
where Ralph will be Rector of Stonesfield and Combe, on the edge of the
Blenheim estate. The Churchwardens
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and Revd Julie have begun to meet to prepare for the interregnum
at St Peter’s. In the current lockdown it is hard to imagine that
there will be much opportunity for a farewell event in person, but
we hope this might change. Ralph’s licensing service will be on
Saturday 1st of May and is likely to be limited in scale.
Looking ahead, we hope to hold services on Ash
Wednesday and during Lent, but these will be reviewed nearer the time. We have planned an online
Quiet Day for Saturday 27th February, and our Lent
Groups this year will be online too, meeting as usual
on Tuesday evenings at 7pm and Wednesday mornings at 11.30am, reading and studying a book by Paula Gooder, Journey to the Empty Tomb.
Confirmation classes will also be starting for children and adults at
the end of February.
We hope and pray that we will all come safely to a joyful celebration of Easter, and for health, peace, prosperity and freedom for all
the people of the world.
FR RALPH

Thank you
to Valerie Smith for covering the role of Administrator
so efficiently during the period before the appointment
of Davida Forbes—without you our church life
would have ground to a halt!
Fr Ralph
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MARCH CALENDAR
M1

David Bishop of Menevia
Patron of Wales c601

Tu 2

Chad, Bishop of Lichfield,
For The Passage
Missionary, 672

For the Church in Wales

W3

For our Lent Groups

Th 4

For our assistant clergy

F5

For our Prayer requests

Sa 6

For the NHS and all its staff

Su 7

Third Sunday of Lent

For the Parish

M8

Edward King, Bishop of
Lincoln, 1910

For our liturgy

T9

For the Bishops of the Church
of England

W 10

For the Governors of St. Peter’s
CE Primary School

Th 11

For the Church of England

F 12

For our Prayer requests

Sa 13

For persecuted Christians

Su 14

Fourth Sunday of Lent –
For the Parish
Mothering Sunday

M 15

For simplicity of life

Tu 16

For our hospitals

W 17

Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, Patron of Ireland,
c.460

Th 18

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem,
For peace and justice in Jerusalem
Teacher of the Faith, 386

F 19

Joseph of Nazareth

For the churches in Ireland

For fathers and husbands
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MARCH CALENDAR CONT’D
Sa 20

Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne,
Missionary, 687

Su 21 Fifth Sunday of Lent

For the Parish

M 22

For the Archbishop of Canterbury

Tu 23

For the wise use of our resources
Oscar Romero, Archbishop of
San Salvador, Martyr, 1980

For the South American
communities in UK.

Th 25

The Annunciation of Our Lord
For women
to the Blessed Virgin Mary

F 26

Harriet Monsell, Founder of the
Community of St John the Baptist, 1883

Sa 27

For our Welcome Box project
Palm Sunday

M 29

For the Parish
For the Church and the
World in Holy Week
For the Church and the
World in Holy Week

Monday of Holy Week

Tu 30 Tuesday of Holy Week
W 31

For the victims of sexual
exploitation

For the Church and the
World in Holy Week

Wednesday of Holy Week
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LENT AT ST PETER’S
It is likely that Lent activities this year will need to be online. But
there will still be be opportunities to deepen your faith and prepare for Holy Week and the festival of Easter, starting with Ash
Wednesday on 17 February. Check the email newsletters to see
what arrangements can be made.
First is our Lent course where we shall be maintaining more or less the usual structure with two sessions each week, covering the same ground and starting on Tuesday 23 at 7pm and Wednesday 24 at 11.30am, via
Zoom., and continuing up to Holy Week We will be studying
Paula Gooder’s book “Journey to the Empty Tomb”. The church
has a number of copies of the book to borrow or to buy at £10. If
you would like a copy, which can be collected from the church or
delivered to your door, please contact Judith Richardson, richardson_judith@hotmail.com It is also available on Kindle although
this is more expensive (£12.34) than our special offer.. Sessions
will be via Zoom. And there is also an online Quiet Day.We
have in recent years had a day retreat away at St Peter’s Bourne in
the early part of the year. Because of COVID restrictions that is
not going to be feasible this year. Instead we will have an online
session on Saturday 27 February from 10am to 3pm. There will be
short services, a few talks, and periods of silence and also a few
suggestions about arranging the day to get the greatest benefit.
It also remains uncertain how far our Holy Week Services will be
able to be held with a congregation present or will be simply
online but opposite are the services which we hope to hold in one
form or another. This year when services will be streamed even if
there is also a congregation present will be a good one to take part
even in those that you have not previously attended.
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Palm Sunday – 28 March: The day when we commemorate
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, when palms are blessed so that we
can join with the welcoming crowds. There will be a Family Service and a Sung Eucharist, around the usual times depending on
what is permitted. The usual procession is unlikely.
Maundy Thursday: 1 April, 7pm: This is the day when we remember particularly Christ’s betrayal, the Last Supper and the agony in the Garden. All starts bright with white vestments and
hangings, then after communion, the Blessed Sacrament is carried
to a place of repose away from the altar, vestments are changed
back to purple and we spend time praying silently with Christ in
Gethsemane, either in church if possible or at home.
Good Friday: 2 April, 12pm Today is one of emptiness, the day
humanity put to death the Son of God and there are no adequate
words. We hear the Gospel of the Passion, pray for all for whom
Christ died and in some way venerate his Cross.
Holy Saturday, 3 April, 8pm: This is the great celebration of
Easter, the triumph of light over darkness, of all that enhances life
over all that distorts it. It is an ancient liturgy full of visual significance. Normally, we kindle a fire outside the church and light the
great Easter candle from it, bringing light into the darkened
church. We hear the history of salvation , sing Alleluia and renew
baptismal vows before the great celebratory Eucharist takes place.
We will do as much as restrictions permit.
Easter Day, 4 April,8.15am, 9.45am, 11.15am This is the joyous celebration of the resurrection and the affirmation of all that
has gone before, and the continuation of our baptismal life, the
gathering up of all our Holy Week experiences.
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REFLECTIONS POSTCHRISTMASTIDE.
Now that the Christmas cards are down, re-read, mulled over, with
new addresses filed for next year, before being cut up for shopping
lists, it is time to review the situation. Some years ago one Christmas we decided to send no cards at all just to see what would happen. Of the one hundred and fifty usually sent, one addressee
thought we had gone off her and another assumed we were dead.
Nobody else noticed at all but as I do like getting cards, charities
still collect stamps and I still need shopping lists, we went back to
normal.
There is one particular card which always brings me special
joy. It is from the now ninety six year old widow of a farmer in
Normandy. We met Mme. Thérèse Lecoeur in the
1970s through her son, François. We were living in Portsmouth
when a sports master neighbour was organising an inter-county
cross country running competition. It had been decided that Normandy was near enough to count as the south of England. We suspect that this was because François at sixteen held the record for
his region. So his was the time to beat. We were allocated as his
hosts.
François was a charming young man, shy but excited at his first
visit abroad. It was a revelation to him that if he made the strange
noises he was told to imitate in his classroom they actually made
sense to us. “You understand me?” he asked and was astonished
when we assured him that we were getting the gist of what he
meant to say.
At that time we holidayed in a campervan, towed behind our Ford
Escort. It looked like a wardrobe flat on its back and when
opened up and fully operational resembled a covered wagon.
François said we must bring it to his home which was a small farm
on the outskirts of Coutances. This we did the following summer
and were introduced to rural life 30in Normandy. The address was

Le Mesnil St Jean and there does not seem to be an exact translation for ‘mesnil’. It must mean hamlet or settlement because the
Lecoeur residence was a substantial house among a cluster of half
a dozen smaller ones. The local
economy seemed to work on the
principle that one household kept a
pig or two, one a couple of cows, another some hens and all would
share. We arrived just after one of
the pigs had been slaughtered and the
Lecoeur share included some pork
and large quantities of blood. M.
Pierre Lecoeur’s contribution seemed
to consist mainly of apples. From these he fuelled the little community with cidre, the strongest, flattest, murkiest cider to be found
outside my home county of Devon. We never saw a still on the
premises but quantities of calvados were also readily available.
The farmhouse was a cosy drop-in centre for all comers who, arriving at the door, were immediately in the family living room. There
was always a decanter of the golden spirit on the long refectory table and M. Pierre told us it was on offer “avant, pendant et
après”. Indeed we were served some on our first morning, quite
soon after breakfast. An aged aunt sat beside the wood fire, willing
to have a conversation on any topic a visitor wished to raise. She
quietly listened to the lengthy opinions of others, whether they
were on politics, pop music or the price of pig food. She lived to a
great age, loved and mourned by all. Ever since that memorable
holiday spent under the apple trees in our mobile home I have
hoped to foster that happy atmosphere.
On our departure, M. Pierre presented us with a flagon of the
ghastly cidre which he told us was a special brew, laid down for
the wedding of his daughter, Marie Clare, who was then a young
girl of about fourteen. It was in one of those specially strong bottles with the cork secured with a wired cap, like champagne, as it
had been know to explode. Graciously accepting the horrid stuff
we bade them all a fond farewell and headed for Cherbourg and
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home.
The bottle went into the back of a cupboard for some time until
eventually we felt we must try it. Carefully
the wire was cut and ears were covered as
the cork was eased out. Not a sound. Not
a sigh. Oh dear, it was as flat as a pancake. What would the guests think at Marie Clare’s wedding feast. Should we tell?
We poured out coffee cup sized amounts
and sipped gingerly. It was delicious. It
was his finest vintage calvados, disguised
as cidre lest we should be stopped by the
customs. M. Pierre guessed we would
probably have the full quota of wine which was allowed at that
time and he did not want to get us into trouble.
Mme Thérèse was widowed quite young, in her fifties, and each
year we communicate at Christmas and tell each other that everything is fine with us and hope it is with the them.

Vive les cartes de Noȅl!
ANN BAWTREE
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SAINT FOR WINTER (2)
St John of the Cross (Spanish: Juan de la Cruz; 24 June
1542 -14 December 1591), venerated as St John of the Cross
INTRODUCTION
The first part of the story of St John of the Cross appeared in the
December magazine. John, along with Teresa of Ávila had been
engaged in the controversial reform of the Carmelite order to
bring it back to an older, stricter form of observance. Tensions between those who favoured the old and those who favoured the
stricter regime intensified The former in 1577 were getting the upper hand. We left John, in December of the year, being taken prisoner by a group of the anti-reform Carmelites after he had refused
to leave Ávila. He was taken to the monastery in Toledo where we
pick up the story again.
John was brought before a court of friars, accused of disobeying
the ordinances of Piacenza. Despite his argument that he had not
disobeyed the ordinances, he was sentenced to a term of
imprisonment. He was jailed in a monastery where he was kept
under a brutal regime that included public lashings before the
community at least weekly, and severe isolation in a tiny stifling
cell measuring barely 10 feet by 6 feet. Except when rarely
permitted an oil lamp, he had to stand on a bench to read his
breviary by the light
through the hole into the
adjoining room. He had
no change of clothing and
a penitential diet of water,
bread and scraps of salt
fish. During his
imprisonment, he
composed a great part of
his most famous poem
Spiritual Canticle, as well
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as a few shorter poems. The paper was passed to him by the friar
who guarded his cell. He managed to escape eight months later, on
15 August 1578, through a small window in a room adjoining his
cell (he had managed to prise open the hinges of the cell door
earlier that day.)
After being nursed back to health, first by Teresa's nuns in Toledo,
and then during six weeks at the Hospital of Santa Cruz, John
continued with the reforms. In October 1578 he joined a meeting at
Almodóvar del Campo of reform supporters. There, in part as a
result of the opposition faced from other Carmelites, they decided
to request from the Pope their formal separation from the rest of
the Carmelite order.
At that meeting John was appointed superior of El Calvario, an
isolated monastery of around thirty friars in the mountains about 6
miles away from Beas in Andalusia. During that time he
befriended the nun, Ana de Jesús, superior of the Discalced nuns at
Beas, through his visits to the town every Saturday. While at El
Calvario he composed the first version of his commentary on his
poem, The Spiritual Canticle, possibly at the request of the nuns in
Beas.
In 1579 he moved to Baeza, a town of around 50,000 people, to
serve as rector of a new college, the Colegio de San Basilio, for
Discalced Carmelite friars in Andalusia. It opened on 13 June
1579. He remained in post until 1582, spending much of his time
as a spiritual director to the friars and townspeople.
1580 was a significant year in the resolution of disputes between
the Carmelites. On 22 June, Pope Gregory XIII signed a decree,
entitled Pia Consideratione, which authorised the separation of the
old (later "calced") and the newly reformed, "Discalced"
Carmelites. The Dominican friar Juan Velázquez de las Cuevas
was appointed to oversee the decision. At the first General Chapter
of the Discalced Carmelites, in Alcalá de Henares on 3 March
1581, John of the Cross was elected one of the "Definitors" of the
community, and wrote a constitution for them. By the time of the
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Provincial Chapter at Alcalá in 1581, there were 22 houses, some
300 friars and 200 nuns among the Discalced Carmelites.
In November 1581, John was sent by Teresa to help Ana de Jesús
to found a convent in Granada. Arriving in January 1582, she set
up a convent, while John stayed in the monastery of Los Mártires,
near the Alhambra, becoming its prior in March 1582. While
there, he learned of Teresa's death in October of that year.
In February 1585, John travelled to Málaga where he established a
convent for Discalced nuns. In May 1585, at the General Chapter
of the Discalced Carmelites in Lisbon, John was elected Vicar
Provincial of Andalusia, a post which required him to travel
frequently, making annual visitations to the houses of friars and
nuns in Andalusia. During this time he founded seven new
monasteries in the region, and is estimated to have travelled
around 25,000 km.
In June 1588, he was elected third Councillor to the Vicar General
for the Discalced Carmelites, Father Nicolas Doria. To fulfill this
role, he had to return to Segovia in Castile, where he also took on
the role of prior of the
monastery. After disagreeing in
1590–1 with some of Doria's
remodelling of the leadership of
the Discalced Carmelite Order,
John was removed from his post
in Segovia, and sent by Doria in
June 1591 to an isolated
monastery in Andalusia called
La Peñuela. There he fell ill,
and travelled to the monastery
Icon of the death of St John from the
at Úbeda for treatment. His
museum in the monastery of Ubeda
condition worsened, however,
and he died there, of erysipelas on 14 December 1591.
The morning after John's death huge numbers of townspeople in
Úbeda entered the monastery to view his body; in the crush, many
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were able to take home bits of his habit. He was initially buried at
Úbeda, but, at the request of the monastery in Segovia, his body
was secretly moved there in 1593. The people of Úbeda, however,
unhappy at this change, sent a representative to petition the pope to
move the body back to its original resting place. Pope Clement
VIII, impressed by the petition, issued a Brief on 15 October 1596
ordering the return of the body to Úbeda. Eventually, in a
compromise, the superiors of the Discalced Carmelites decided that
the monastery at Úbeda would receive one leg and one arm of the
corpse from Segovia (the monastery at Úbeda had already kept one
leg in 1593, and the other arm had been removed as the corpse
passed through Madrid in 1593, to form a relic there). A hand and a
leg remain visible in a reliquary at the Oratory of San Juan de la
Cruz in Úbeda, a monastery built in 1627 though connected to the
original Discalced monastery in the town founded in 1587.
The head and torso were retained by the monastery at Segovia.
They were venerated until 1647, when on orders from Rome
designed to prevent the veneration of remains without official
approval, the remains were buried in the ground. In the 1930s they
were disinterred, and are now sited in a side chapel in a marble
case above a special altar.
Proceedings to beatify John began between 1614 and 1616. He was
eventually beatified in 1675 by Pope Clement X, and was
canonized by Benedict XIII in 1726. When his feast day was added
to the General Roman Calendar in 1738, it was assigned to 24
November, since his date of death was impeded by the thenexisting octave of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. This
obstacle was removed in 1955 and in 1969 Pope Paul VI moved it
to the dies natalis (the Latin expression used by the Catholic
Church to denote a saint’s heavenly birthday) of John, which is 14
December. The Church of England commemorates him as a
"Teacher of the Faith" on the same date. In 1926, he was declared a
Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XI.
RICHARD CARTER
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PICTURE FOR MARCH

Oscar Romero 1917-1980
Archbishop of El Salvador.
Assassinated for speaking out
in defence of human rights.
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MARCH CHILDREN’S PAGE

These are two
pictures of the Last
Supper, which we
remember on Maundy Thursday.
Read the story in the
gospel according to St
Matthew, chapter 26,
verses 1-9

Then compare the
two pictures and see
if you can spot the
ten differences
between them.
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LENT AND EASTER BOOKS
As its Lent book for group study, St Peter’s has chosen “Journey
to the Empty Tomb” (see details on page 28) and I hope as many
people as possible will follow this course.
However, as well as the book we are studying I sometimes like to
have another book on hand for private Lenten reading. If you feel
the same there are two suggestions below.
“Take the Plunge: Living Baptism and Confirmation”: Timothy Radcliffe.
This is not specifically a Lenten book but the theme of Baptism is
so central to Lent and Eastertide that this is the right time to read
it. In the early church Baptism generally took place at the Easter
Vigil, starting at evening on Holy Saturday and continuing
through the night till Easter morning. The readings at the Vigil are
rich in references to water, from the great flood and the dividing
of the Red Sea to Isaiah’s invitation to the thirsty to come freely
to the waters. Later in the Vigil all renew their baptismal vows.
So we can all benefit from more reflection on this sacrament.

Timothy Radcliffe is an English Dominican, who has several excellently written books on the faith to his credit, explaining things
simply but not simplistically, rich in references to great writers
from many countries and breathing a wide air.
The structure of the book essentially reflects that of the service of
Baptism, naturally according to the modern Roman Catholic rite
as the author forms part of that communion, but there is little that
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will prove strange to those accustomed to the service in Common
Worship.
Throughout he emphasises the centrality of Baptism: “The
Church will flourish in the 21st century if we grasp that the Church
is above all the community of the baptised.” It represents our sharing in Christ’s victory over death and constitutes the greatest dignity of any Christian.
The rationale behind baptism at any age, including infancy is emphasised. At the Baptism of infants we see the priority of God’s
call over any choice on our part and when adults are involved
there is a restoration of freshness and resilience - in the words of
the “Exultet”, the great Easter proclamation “Sin is washed away,
lost innocence is regained and mourning turned to joy.” And there
is the giving of a name with which we will participate in relationships with God and others. “We are made to play with God to all
eternity”. Adult candidates sometimes choose a second name at
this point in token of their new birth.
Of course, there are many other angles to be considered – as well
as being an undeserved gift Baptism also involves a free decision,
learning to grow in knowledge and faithful practice, learning to
see ourselves not just as individuals but as part of the community
of faith, both local and wider.
Timothy Radcliffe goes on to look at the symbolism of the anointing with oil, the pouring of the water, the giving of a candle, the
putting on (sometimes physically but always really) of a new garment. He puts the individual Baptism in the wider context of the
Easter Vigil and then relates it to Confirmation which is not, as
sometimes held, the ratification by the candidate of the promises
made at Baptism but a strengthening for the trials of the rest of the
Christian life. The book is easy to read and gives much scope for
reflection.
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“Rooted in Love: Lent Reflections on Life in Christ”: edited
and introduced by the Bishop of London.
If, instead of a book of this general nature, you would like something that gives short thoughts for each of the days of Lent try this
one. It has five sections, covering the forty days, each reflection
contributed by one of the bishops serving the London Diocese and
therefore representing a range of viewpoints. Bishop Sarah’s introduction focuses on the importance of strong faith in difficult times.
Inevitably at this time it centres on the particular challenges from
COVID lockdown, the near ban on personal contacts outside the
home and the disproportionate effect on those already on the margins of society. She shows in this context God’s
love in Christ unlocking our love for him, and for
our fellows, strengthening us for times when facile
interpretations of that love no longer suffice. She
stresses the importance of community, as against
an individualist culture, in enabling us to live out
our baptismal calling of growth into the likeness of Christ.
The following sections fill out this picture, looking at the nature of
the Christ we are serving, responding to Christ’s call, the implications of being part of the Body of Christ, growing more into his
likeness and more and more centring our life on him. Each day’s
thought concludes with a suggestion for prayer and action.
Combined with other Lenten practices and worship this reading
will enable you to participate more fully in the joy of Easter.
VALERIE SMITH
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OUR COMMON LIFE
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Priest Missioner
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs
@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Licensed Lay Minister
Dr Judith Richardson
Pastoral Assistant
Joe Grogan
joe@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb. Ron Swan
The Revd Simon Walsh
The Revd Jacqui Miller
Churchwardens
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Davida Forbes
davida_s@yahoo.co.uk
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith pro tem
vasmith440@gmail.com

Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com
Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge
P.C.C. Members
David Brown
Richard Carter
Annabel Clark
Philip Course
Mary Drummond
Robin Duttson
Luca Formica
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Jim Glen
John Hilary
Michael Johnson
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David Payne
Ekanem Peers
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
Richard Wildash

07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Samantha Sharples-Owen
020 7504 0537
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
Sarah Shayler
020 75040537
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Joe Grogan
020 7235 4482
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
Evelyn Olugboja
07794 409 313
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe
020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson
Interim School Headteacher
Rob Lock
020 7641 4230
Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
Judith Richardson+
0203268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod
Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Samantha Singlehurst
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Readers Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar

Intercessors

Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen

Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh
(07742 521 650)

Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar

Sung Eucharist
Servers
Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
LEM
Valerie Smith
(020 7834 9251)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter
(07973 667 252)
Readers
Richard Carter
(07973 667 252)
Intercessors John Hilary
(020 72333860)
Refreshments Rosa da Silva
(020 7821 1809)

The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie Khovacs
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook
Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Library
Sam Atkins
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist
Servers
Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
LEM

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623

Sidesmen (Welcomers)
Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
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Worship at St Peter’s
WORSHIP DURING THE PERIOD OF COVID19
While for the time being it seems prudent have services online
only we all very much hope we can have some face to face
services during Lent and Holy Week and Easter. For the time
being our Family Service and Sung Eucharist can be seen on the
church’s YouTube channel and there is an 8am Wednesday
Eucharist by Zoom. Even when we are allowed to resume face
to face services, and can reinstate the Tuesday lunchtime
Eucharist in addition to the other services, hygiene rules and the
use of face coverings are still likely to apply to those attending,
as will the need to book a place. For the Family Service at
9.45am on Sundays, you will need to book via Eventbrite (46
places: children of three and under do not count towards the
total). For the Sung Eucharist at 11.15am (40 places) please
email the parish administrator. These services will continue to be
streamed. To keep up with possible changes, and to see
arrangements for special Holy Week services, please consult
our website or the weekly emailed newsletter (to which you can
subscribe via the website) or https://www.facebook.com/pg/
stpetereatonsq or Twitter @StPetersEatonS1
We are not yet able to have the church open for private prayer.
St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Cover photograph by the Vicar

