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Vicar’s NEWsLETTEr

Restoration

One of the pieces of our church ‘furnishings’ at St Peter’s which is most
heavily used is the bowl or stoup for holy water, which is set into the cover of
our font. Echoing the font itself below, it provides a reminder to all who enter
the church that it is through the water of baptism
that we are placed by God ‘in Christ’ and born
again into the spiritual life of the church. Every
day people use it as they enter and leave the
church, making the sign of the cross and often
repeating a trinitarian formula as blessing. Using
holy water in this way on entering a church is
clearly an important part of many people’s
An example of an ornate
spiritual practice.
medieval water stoup - a
The origin of water vessels near the door of 12th century Holy Water
churches may lie in the washing rites of Judaism Stoup (on a 19th century
which continued into life of the earliest churches stand) at Michelham Priory,
and monasteries, where hands and feet needed to near Upper Dicker, East
Sussex
be washed before entering. Such washing places
still exist on Mount Athos and at other ancient
sites. I am reminded of visiting the of Monastery of Agios Panteleimon on the
Greek island of Tilos, where water from a pipe at the entrance to the
monastery falls into a stone bowl and is used to wash hands and feet, to refill
water bottles and to restore wilting pilgrims arriving through 40 degrees of
summer heat.
The presence of such bowls is well documented since ancient times. They
were present in the catacombs of Rome and in churches ever since they have
been built into walls, columns or porches, and later made as freestanding
basins, lined with lead or other metal if the stone was porous. Later stoups
were made of marble and decorated, and some were large, rivalling the size of
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a font. When visiting churches the rule of thumb seems to be that if it has a
lid, it is font, not a stoup.
People like me who were brought up in secular homes, or who enjoyed the
benefits of protestant religion in our youth, have a certain wariness about
these types of religious practice. We worry that if
misunderstood they can seem magical, or superstitious,
an attempt to twist God’s arm through our religious
deeds. Interestingly, Martin Luther the 16th century
reformer, strongly advocated the use of holy water for
re-affirming our faith and as a way to arm ourselves
against evil’s deceptions and temptations. I may not
believe in evil in the way that Martin Luther did, but I
recognise that my generation has been cut off from the
sense of the spiritual indwelling the physical. We can
be too rational at times to recognise the way in which
God (who is God of all things in earth and heaven) can
reach and touch us through the created matter of the
world. Holy water is water, just as the Bible is words,
and Jesus of Nazareth was a human being, but when
purposed by God it is far more - it can be a point of
St Peter’s holy
contact with the spiritual, with the divine life
water stoup before
communicated through matter, though touch, through
gesture and through
prayer.
Our holy water stoup had become very tired,
and the task of holding water for many years
had taken its toll. One of our congregation,
Kay Simon, suggested that it should be
restored to its original glory and investigated
where this might best be done. Consequently,
I have taken a few motorcycle rides down the
Old Kent Road during May, to the small
workshop which agreed to clean and then
nickel-plate the bowl. It seemed appropriate
for me to go there by motorbike, as my
grandmother used to live nearby and died in and after
what was then New Cross Hospital, and as a student I used to visit her by
motorbike. The firm which re-plated our bowl works mostly with motorcycle
parts and vintage car restoration, and by pure chance, just hours after placing
the restored bowl back in its place in church, the workshop was featured on a
television programme I chanced upon too. It is good to see such craftsmanship
being put to the service of the church. Our holy water bowl, now pristine once
more, will continue to inspire us and the many visitors to St Peter’s with the
knowledge that God’s love for us is tangible, his grace is abundant, and his
refreshment is abundant life itself.
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Faith Discussion Group - Dates for 2019
The Faith Discussion Group is a relaxed opportunity to read the
Bible readings together and discuss their meanings for us and
how they relate to our own experience. The meetings are all at
7.30pm at the Vicarage and are open to everyone.
Dates for the year are:
Monday 17 June
Monday 22 July
Monday 16 September
Monday 21 October
Monday 18 November
4

from julie

Life at St Peter’s these last two months has been for me pointed
to the glory of God in our midst, whether through the joy of
toddlers in the Poppets, the inquisitiveness of children at St
Peter’s school, the joy of Easter or the enthusiasm and fun
experienced at the May Fair.
At the end of April we held our Annual Parochial Church
Meeting where we highlighted our life at St Peter’s over the last
year. I’ve included here an updated version of my APCM report
for your interest and hopefully enjoyment.
I’m often asked to share my favourite Bible story. I was asked
this question just the other day in the adult confirmation course
as we spoke about the significance of the bible to our faith. I’m
not sure I have a favourite but there are certain passages that
have been important in my life. I love, for example, the account
of Jesus blessing the children when all others, including the
disciples, wanted to push them aside. I love the varied and rich
images of Jesus in The Gospel of John. He is the Good
Shepherd, the bread of life, the vine, the light and the source of
new and abundant life.
During these first weeks of Eastertide we read many of the postresurrection stories. I like these stories because they emphasize
how Jesus met his friends personally, how he cares about
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individual people. Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene at the
empty tomb. He takes his disciples fishing, and afterwards fixes
them breakfast on the beach. He meets the two men on the road
and he meets Thomas in his doubt.
In each of these stories Jesus is not immediately recognized. His
identity is revealed only when it becomes personal. Mary
recognizes Jesus when he calls her by name. Peter recognizes
Jesus as he calls him to join him for a meal. And the two men on
the road recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread. So where
do we recognise the presence of God? Where do we see evidence
of the Spirit moving?
Ralph recently gave a wonderful sermon in the Sung Eucharist
service. One reason I think it is so good is that his words gave
hope, hope that the Spirit of God is here, here in the midst of our
very ordinary lives... To quote Ralph, The Spirit is here ‘bringing
a new strength, a new peace and new hope.’
I think we see evidence of the Spirit of God in many ways here
at St Peter’s. And I’d like to highlight just a few examples.
Firstly St Peter’s vision of inclusivity and welcome is integral to
every area of our church life. And the launch of the children’s
choir is one new way we have seen this vision come alive in
recent months, with both the children and their families.
Eleanor, one of the children in the choir, was recently baptised. I
found this personally a very moving experience. A few months
ago Eleanor, who is 7, asked me if she could do the thing I do
with the water and the cross. Her class had recently come to the
church for a mock baptism service, where I baptised a doll,
which had clearly made an impression. Eleanor and I met a
couple of times with her mother to discuss the meaning of
baptism in a way a 7 year old might understand. And I could see
she was ready to embrace the faith for herself. On the day of her
baptism she was very excited about it all. For she understood that
she was being welcomed into God’s family, that God was with
her in very special and personal way.
At the heart of a welcoming church is one that nurtures Christian
formation. In this regard, our quiet days and retreats have been a
creative way of deepening our spiritual life together.
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Confirmation preparation, the Faith Group and Lent course have
all, in their own way, encouraged our growth in faith. Formation
happens in our day-to day-lives, as together we walk the journey
of faith. And this journey of faith inevitably leads us beyond the
walls of our church, out into the world.
Transformation is integral to the life of St Peter’s. Along with
donating 10% of congregational giving to our chosen charities,
we seek to embrace local outreach opportunities. We are
currently supporting Red Thread, New Bridge and Saakshar.
Matthew is organising a walk Saturday the 29th of June in aid of
Red Thread, a charity working with at risk youth. This will be
followed by our parish picnic in Eaton Square Gardens. We are
planning a second Thanksgiving dinner and quiz in aid of New
Bridge, a charity befriending prisoners and ex-offenders. And,
we plan to hold another fundraiser in aid of Saakshar next spring.
The outreach group continues to think of ways to engage with
our local community. On Maundy Thursday we enjoyed shining
shoes and giving away chocolate eggs at Victoria station. We
always welcome new and creative ideas.
Welcome continues to be a source of joy and inspiration. We
host welcome parties where normally 10-15 refugees attend. We
shall continue with promotion and recruitment.
And this brings me to a very important way we see the spirit
moving at St Peter’s. And this is in and through our wonderful
May Fair! I am very thankful for Mary, Nancy and the many
others who have done so much to make this May Fair an
amazing success. It was wonderful to see how our church
community came together to both enjoy the fun and also to work
towards raising funds for our Ramp Appeal. So far we have
raised over £15,000.
And finally, life and ministry at St Peter’s is all about people. I
ended my report by thanking people. There are many I would
like to thank but for sake of time, I briefly highlight those with
whom I work most closely. Firstly I am thankful for Ivan. You
all don’t see him much as he divides his life between Canterbury
and St James but he is always supportive of me and of St Peter’s.
7

I’m grateful for Valerie and her ever-faithful commitment to St
Peter’s, to prayer and to helping people to deepen in their faith.
I’m always thankful for Judith, for her preaching, her dedication
to and engagement with theology, which deepens our
understanding of God and his presence in our lives.
I’d like to say a special thank you to Callum, for his daily work
in keeping the church welcoming and organised. He has made it
through Christmas, Easter and the May Fair. Callum is highly
motivated, positive and dependable and I’m grateful for these
past 6 months he has been with us.
It’s been a joy working with Matthew for nearly two years now.
He has made a big difference to St Peter’s. And he has made a
big difference to me. Matthew has grown in every aspect of
ministry, from the Poppets to the youth group to preaching. I
have especially appreciated how he has embraced the vision of
welcome boxes, befriending several people, making a real
difference in their lives. I will miss Matthew when he leaves in
August but I look forward to seeing what God has in store for his
future.
And finally, I’d like to thank Ralph for putting up with me for
yet another year. I’ve said many times how I value Ralph’s
calming presence, his dedication to caring for others and to
helping us recognise the presence of God in our daily lives. I
appreciate Ralph’s leadership style, his quiet confidence and his
depth of understanding into the human spirit. I can honestly say
it would not be possible to have a better colleague in ministry.
And so, I will end with a quote from Ralph’s sermon.
‘God is love, and does not change, and the Bible is adamant that
what matters is God’s love for us, not our ability to grasp our
relationship to his divine greatness. When we struggle to believe,
as we often do, may Christ come to us and show us his love.’
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The Book Club (020 7259 0486)
The next meeting is on
Wednesday, 26 June at
7.00pm at 54 Chester
Row. The book is
“Mansfield Park”
by Jane Austen
All are welcome.
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from mattheW

Return
The past two years at St. Peter’s have been an amazing
experience, and it is going to be difficult for me to move on in
August. Faced with new decisions to make, I often rely on the
wisdom of my bookshelf. A favourite read of mine, written by
Simone Weil, is called Gravity and Grace, which definitely has a
lot of “gravity”, or heaviness, but also holds a lot of spiritual
truth. One chapter argues that we should sometimes create an
intentional “void”, or space, in our lives, because then we allow
God’s grace room to enter. Taking this message to heart, I am
thinking of taking something of a “gap year” when I leave, rather
than hurrying on to my next career step.
For the bank holiday weekend I went up to Norwich, the city
where I lived for three years while at university. Since leaving, I
have often wanted to go back and live there, but I have dismissed
those feelings as a kind of nostalgia, a longing to re-live
university life! But this time it felt different. Hanging out with a
couple of good friends, Norwich seemed to shine with a new
light, offering hidden gems to discover. Among these gems was
the Great Hospital, also known as St. Giles’ Hospital, which
featured briefly in my master’s dissertation. I had never actually
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visited it before, having always believed it to be situated further
out of Norwich, but the other day I turned a corner and there it
was. It was first established in 1249 as a hospital for elderly
clergy, poor scholars and those termed the “sick-poor”, and
features some beautiful designs in its architecture. Not just a
place to treat illness, it was and remains a place of beauty, the
ceiling of the attached St. Helen’s Church being illustrated to
depict the heavens and God’s order in the midst of suffering. I
was glad to learn that it continues to provide sheltered housing
and care for the citizens of Norwich.
Having this new experience in a city I know well, I was
reminded of a quote from Cloud Atlas, a movie I love and can
fully recommend: “we cross and re-cross our old paths like
figure-skaters”. This is a beautiful line said by a character called
Timothy Cavendish, caught in a contemplative moment on the
train and staring out of the window. It reminds me that we do not
simply go forwards in life, “on to the next thing”; we go
backwards as well, through our memories and experiences to
rediscover what really matters to us.
One of the most rewarding things for me at St. Peter’s has been
spending time with the children that come to the church, from
the toddlers at Poppets to the teens at the Youth Group. A special
memory I hold dear is the time I got to write and rehearse a short
play for some talented students from Year 5 to perform. I may
have started them off with a script, but they soon made it their
own – offering up suggestions, designing props (like a time
machine!) and inserting lines they thought worked better. They
really brought to life the story of the “Road to Emmaus”, with its
narrative of two disciples going their own way before being
intercepted by Jesus.
In this passage from Luke’s gospel, Cleopas and the other
disciple are busy re-crossing their paths like figure skaters,
“talking with each other about everything that had
happened” (Luke 24: 14). It is important to look over the things
that are important to us, to cross and re-cross our olds paths, to
treasure our memories and to respect how far we have come
already.
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Taken on my excursion around Norwich, Saturday 25th May
2019.
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readings for june
& july
Sunday, 2 June: Seventh
Sunday of Easter
Acts 16: 16-34
Revelation 22: 12-14, 16, 17, 20
-21
John 17: 20-26
Sunday, 9 June: Pentecost
Parish Confirmation with the
Bishop of London
Acts 2: 1-21
John 14: 8-17
Sunday, 16 June:
Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31
Romans 5: 1-5
John 16: 12-15
Sunday, 23 June: First
Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 65: 1-9
Galatians 3: 23-29
Luke 8: 26-39
Sunday, 30 June:
Peter the Apostle
Acts 12: 1-11
1 Peter 2: 19-25
Matthew 16: 13-19
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Sunday, 7 July: Third
Sunday after Trinity
Isaiah 66: 10-14
Galatians 6: 7-16
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20
Sunday, 14 July: Fourth
Sunday after Trinity
Deuteronomy 30: 9-14
Colossians 1: 1-14
Luke 10: 25-37
Sunday, 21 July: Fifth
Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18: 1-10a
Colossians 1: 15-28
Like 10: 38-42
Sunday, 28 July: Sixth
Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18: 20-32
Colossians 2: 6-15
Luke 11: 1-13

from jacqui
As you know, I came to St. Peter’s on
placement last December in order to
explore a call to priesthood. I was made
Deacon nearly 28 years ago, before the
church had voted to ordain women to the
priesthood – indeed, only a few years
after we decided to allow women to be
deaconed. It was a strange time in the
church, challenging and exhilarating: the
joys of stepping into a new world were
combined with the sadness of division
over whether the move was right or not.
Since then, the ordained ministry of
women has become steadily more widely accepted – it is no
longer unusual to see women in dog collars and, of course, now
our own bishop is a woman - how unlikely that seemed when I
offered myself for ministry some 30 years ago!
My own journey has not been an easy one, as I have spent the
whole of my married life worshipping in churches which still
feel that to ordain women is not the right move, hence my
coming to St. Peter’s. Here I have found not only acceptance of
the role of women, but a place where women leading, preaching
and teaching is the norm, where my being a woman is not what
defines me or my ministry and for that I cannot thank you
enough – you have made my journey possible.
So, what next? Having been through a period of discernment, the
Diocesan Director of Ordinands has recommended me, and
Bishop Sarah will ordain me on Sunday 30th June – the 28th
anniversary of my deaconing. The service is at 4:00pm at St.
Mary’s Church, Stoke Newington. This may seem a strange
choice, but the bishop is ordaining not only candidates from the
Two Cities Area, but also from Stepney, as they have no bishop
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in place at the moment.
I will celebrate communion for the first time at our normal 11:15
service the following Sunday (7th July)
Bishop Sarah has decided she would like me to stay at St. Peter’s
into the autumn and Fr Ralph has kindly agreed to this. I am not
sure how long this will be for, but I am very pleased to be able to
stay beyond my ordination in a church where I feel so very much
at home!
Please pray for me over the next few weeks as I prepare for
ordination, and also for Ralph and Julie as they cope with the
inevitable mistakes of the inexperienced – the journey is not over
yet, in fact, in many ways, it is only just beginning!
Jacqui
The Revd Jacqui Miller
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picture for june

St John the Baptist in the Wilderness

Guido Reni
1575-1642
16
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june calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
Sa 1

Justin, Martyr at Rome, c.165

Su 2

Seventh Sunday of Easter

M

The Martyrs of Uganda, 18857 and 1977
Petroc, Abbot of Padstow, 6th
century
Boniface (Wynfirth) of
Crediton, Bishop, Apostle of
Germany, Martyr, 754
Ini Kopuria, 1945

3

Tu 4
W

5

Th 6
F 7
Sa 8
Su 9

For the church in Uganda
today
For the rural church
For the churches in Germany
For the church in Melanesia
For our Prayer Board
Requests
For spiritual growth

Thomas Ken, bishop, non
juror, hymn writer, 1711
Pentecost - Parish
Confirmation

For the Parish and opur
Confirmands

Barnabas the Apostle

For Laura Cook and Richard
Carter, our Churchwardens
For friendship

M 10
Tu 11

For those persecuted for their
faith
For the Parish

W 12

For St Peter’s School

Th 13

For our Parochial Church
Council
For our Prayer Board
Requests

F

14

Sa 15
Su 16

Evelyn Underhill, Spiritual
Writer, 1941
Trinity Sunday

18

For the Church Schools of the
Diocese
For the Parish

calendar contd
M 17
Tu 18
W 19
Th 20
F

Samuel and Henrietta Barnett,
Social Reformers, 1913
Bernard Mizeki, Apostle of the
MaShona, Martyr 1896
Sundar Singh of India, Sadhu
(holy man) Evangelist, Teacher
of the Faith, 1929
Corpus Christi
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Sa 22

Alban, first Martyr of Britain,
c.250

Su 23

First Sunday after Trinity

M 24

The Birth of John the Baptist

Tu 25
W 26

For our Social Services
For the church in Southern
Africa
For the church in India
With thanksgiving for the
sacrament of the Eucharist
For our Prayer Board
Requests
For all being ordained as
Deacon and Priest this
Petertide
For the Parish
For the clergy of the Diocese
of London
For the work of Amnesty
International
For all who are lonely

Th 27

Cyril of Alexandria, 444

For the church in North Africa

F

Irenæus, c.200

For all who teach Christian
faith in schools and churches
For vocations

28

Sa 29

SS Peter and Paul

Su 30

The Feast of Peter the Apostle
(Patronal Festival)

For the Parish

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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from the magazine july 1929
st john the evangelist
I have just re-read my last July news
notes, and I must not repeat myself,
but I wish you would look at our last
year’s Magazine and read them
again. Already some of you are on
holiday on July 29th; I take the
Scouts to camp at the Isle of Wight
on the same date, and go off on
holiday afterwards; and our Girl
Guides have their first experience of
camp life on August 2nd, at Stanton
St. Gabriel, Dorset. Fr. Chamberlain
will be away July 22nd to 29th, and
will take the remainder of his holiday
in September.
I would appeal to all of you on holiday to show forth the love of
God that is in you. Loyalty to St John’s does not make us belittle
other churches, however simple their music, or however lacking
they may be in ceremonial. The great truth of the Catholic
Revival is that the Church of England is Catholic, whether the
celebrant wears a black scarf and takes the north position or
wears the Eucharistic Vestments amidst the fullest Catholic
ceremonial. So give your hearty support to the Church wherever
you may find yourself, and sternly cut out any thoughts of
criticism or dissatisfaction. You go to meet your Risen Lord, and
where two or three are gathered together in His Name, you will
find Him. Worship Him and forget externals.
And on you who remain behind, or take your holidays at other
times, we are forced to place a large burden of responsibility.
You have the singing of St John’s to maintain; Fr. Chamberlain
will conduct a Choir Practice on the Friday nights in August.
Try and attend them. Many of the regular Servers will be away,
the remainder will be wanted every Sunday. The 9 a.m. Mass
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will be discontinued, those who usually make their communion
then must get up an hour earlier and attend the 8 a.m. service.
There are many visitors to London who drop into St John’s
during the holidays, you must give them a good welcome, and let
them see that St. John’s is a place of real worship, with or
without a choir. The church is in your hands; I know you will do
what you can for Her.
Your Priest, H.W. Benson

Comment:

Then as now central London churches faced the effects of the
major holiday season on the daily life of the church. One issue is
that of where those on holiday are to worship when out of London.
St John’s was very much in the catholic tradition of the Church of
England – more so than St Peter’s at that time - and the chances of
finding a church of similar tradition in some areas would have
been very limited. We may still face the same issue. But as Fr
Benson rightly observes, the Church is the Church whatever its
liturgical manifestations and it is to encounter the Risen Lord
rather than to gratify personal taste (still less snobbery) that one
attends.
The words of Von Hugel writing to a person he directed are
relevant: “Christianity’s greatness, its special genius, consists, as
much as in anything else, in that it is without this fastidiousness”.
As for those who remain in London it was and is inevitable that
more responsibility should fall on them. Fr Benson reminds them
in some detail of what there is to be done. And we equally need to
remember that the life of St Peter’s continues regardless of the
season and that if we are in London, we need to be there to share
duties and to welcome visitors from the local hotels seeking a
place to worship while away from home.

Extract chosen and commented by Valerie Smith
21
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parish neWs
April was a busy month with the
Lent Course, Holy Week and
Easter. On Tuesday the 2nd of April
three local schools were at St
Peter’s to work together on a Key
Stage 1 School Shakespeare
production of Midsummer Night’s
Dream. On the 4 April Eaton
Square
Concerts
featured
Londinium performing four mass
settings and on Thursday the 11th
we enjoyed the Kirkman Quartet
playing Mozart, Bridge, Stravinski

and Mendelssohn.
Holy Week began with Palm Sunday when we process around
Eaton Square with Bayleaf the donkey. Our worship during Holy
Week followed the well established pattern, with the Eucharist
and Meditations on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, the
Maundy Thursday Eucharist with the washing of feet and Watch
service on Thursday, and on Good Friday the ‘Good Friday
Story’ - worship for all ages at 10am and the Good Friday
Liturgy at noon. Holy Week culminated with the Easter Liturgy
and Service of Light on Saturday evening followed by the Easter
Sunday morning services.
On Maundy Thursday we also enjoyed shining shoes and giving
away Easter eggs at Victoria station as a sign of serving others as
Christ has served us.
Following Easter, after a bit of a break, the welcome box group
hosted an Easter welcome party for our refugee friends, the
youth group enjoyed a dinner at Wagamama and we carried on
the Confirmation courses for children and adults. The APCM
was held Monday the 29th of April where we thanked all those
who volunteer their time serving St Peter’s and welcomed the
new members to the PCC.
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The primary focus in May was our wonderful May Fair on the
11th of May. It was an outstanding community event with fun for
all ages. We are very thankful to Mary, Nancy and the many
others who volunteered their time to make the day such a
success. We have currently raised over £15,000 for St Peter’s
Ramp Appeal. Thank you to everyone for your support.
Looking ahead to June and July please join us for our
Confirmation Service on Pentecost Sunday, 10.30 am on the 9th
of June.. 13 children and 4 adults will be confirmed by bishop
Sarah this year. They have been attending Confirmation courses
where we have covered topics on the church community,
scripture and living the Christian life today. In the week before
Confirmation the children will enjoy a visit to St Paul’s
Cathedral followed by pizza and the adults will also have their
own pizza outing. The following Sunday the 16th of June we will
host Amnest-tea after both services. In between the services
cakes will be on sale to raise funds for Amnesty along with
information on this wonderful organisation. There will be a
youth group outing Sunday the 23rd of June.
On Saturday the 29th of June there will be on walk in aid of Red
Thread, a charity working with at risk youth in London. This
will be followed by a Patronal parish picnic in Eaton Square
gardens from 12-3. Everyone is very welcome to join us for one
or both!
We have appreciated and enjoyed our children’s choir. They
have done very well singing in church and at the May Fair. We
are grateful to Elizabeth and Fiona for their direction and hard
work. The choir will be singing next at our Patronal festival
Sunday the 30th of June.
With July will come school assemblies, concerts and end of year
performances. St Peter’s year 6 production for the school is the
18th of July followed by a performance for families on the 19th.
The year 6 presentation ceremony is Monday the 22nd and the
School Leavers Service is Tuesday the 23rd.
Matthew, who has been a outstanding pastoral assistant with us
for nearly two years, will be moving on in August. He will be
greatly missed! Matthew’s final Sunday will be Sunday the 18th
25

of August. Please do come along to support Matt in this next
stage of his life and ministry.
St Peter’s Poppets will continue meeting each Monday and
Friday over the summer so please do bring your toddlers along to
enjoy a time of play and crafts. We wish you all a restful and
joyful summer holiday!

The Right Worshipful Lord Mayor of Westminster Councillor Lindsey Hall with Jerry from Vauxhall City Farm
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may fair 2019
The May Fair was a tremendous success and even the brief hail
and showers we had during the afternoon couldn’t dampen the
atmosphere. The Lord Mayor of Westminster, splendidly
dressed, nearly lost her hat to Jerry, the alpaca. The fire engine
was as popular as ever, even though they kept being called out to
various emergencies, and the bouncy castle was kept busy all
afternoon. The police horses looked suitably bored and the
wonderful band, Phoenix Rising, put us all in the mood.
Huge thanks go to all those members of the congregation who
took part, and especially to Rev Julie who helped me throughout
the whole process and without whom it would not have been
such a success. The amount of work that went on behind the
scenes - for months - was enormous; sorting donations, making
marmalade, organising stalls and collecting goodies etc.
The transformation of the church and churchyard on Saturday to
be briskly followed by returning everything back in time for
business as usual the next day, was no mean feat! Thanks must
go to Callum who took this in his stride, but he must have been a
little surprised to see how efficiently it was achieved! This year
we decided not to have a skip and the following week Oxfam
came and collected all that we had not sold, so, hopefully, it will
not go to waste.
We all ended the day tired, but, hopefully, happy knowing we
had pulled off another great community event. I made some new
friends and I hope you did too. The provisional total is £15,000,
which, given the weather, is fantastic. There is still money
trickling in, and we won’t have the final figure until near the end
of June.
Mary Drummond
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july calendar
This is the Church’s liturgical calendar for the month ahead. It
shows the holy days that we will be celebrating in common with
other Christians throughout the world. In the right hand column
is indicated the particular focus of our prayer each day at St Peter’s. You might like to incorporate it into your own prayers even
if you are unable to join us here.
M 1

For Westminster City
School
For the Staff of St Peter’s
School

Tu 2
W

3

Thomas the Apostle

Th 4
F 5
Sa 6

Thomas More, Scholar, and
John Fisher, Bishop of
Rochester, Reformation
Martyrs, 1535

Su 7

Third Sunday after Trinity

For our Faith Discussion
Goup
For our School Governors
For our Prayer Board
Requests
For the Resources
Committee

For the parish

M 8
Tu 9

For The Passage Day Centre
For Alcoholics Anonymous

W 10

For the agricultural
community
For the Benedictine Order

Th 11

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of
Monte Cassino, Father of
Western Monasticism, c.550

F 12

For our Prayer Board
Requests
For care workers

Sa 13
Su 14

Fourth Sunday after Trinity

For the Parish

M 15

Swithun. Bishop of
Winchester, c. 862
Osmund, Bishop of Salisbury,
1099

For the Zacchaeus 2000
Trust
For Salisbury Cathedral and
Diocese

Tu 16
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calendar contd
W 17

For the Royal College of
Defence Studies
For those being baptised this
year and their families

Th 18

Elizabeth Ferard, first
Deaconess of the CofE,
Founder of the Community of
St Andrew, 183

F 19

Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa and
his sister Macrina, Deaconess,
Teachers of the Faith, c. 394
and c. 379

For our Prayer Board Requests

Sa 20

Margaret of Antioch, Martyr,
4th century

For the church in the Middle
East

Su 21

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

For the parish

M 22

Mary Magdalene

Tu 23

Bridget of Sweden, Abbess of
Vadstena, 1373

For the ministry of women in
the worldwide church
For retreat houses and leaders

W 24

For all school leavers

Th 25

James the Apostle

For pilgrims

F 26

Anne and Joachim, Parents of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Brooke Foss Westcott, Bishop
of Durham, Teacher of the
Faith, 1901
Sixth Sunday after Trinity

For our Prayer Board requests

Sa 27
Su 28
M 29
Tu 30

W 31

Mary, Martha and Lazarus,
Companions of our Lord
William Wilberforce, Social
Reformer, Olaudah Equiano
and Thomas Clarkson, AntiSlavery Campaigners, 1833,
1797 and 1846
Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of
the Society of Jesus, 1556

For parents and children
For the Parish
For Affirming Catholicism and
Inclusive Church
For freedom and justice

For the work of the Jesuits
around the world

Please note that requests left on our Prayer Board will now be prayed at the
12.30pm Eucharist every Friday.
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picture for july

Joachim and Anne
meeting near the Golden Gate

Paolo de San Leocadio
1447-1520
30
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eaton square concerts
The concerts presented in the Spring 2019 Season were a series of
wonderful artistic successes. They continued our tradition of
producing beautiful and interesting music performed by outstanding
musicians in the marvellous visual and acoustic venue that is St
Peter’s Eaton Square.
The Holst Singers
Last spring the widely acclaimed a cappella choir made a very
successful debut with our series. As a result we were happy to
welcome this distinguished group to open this spring’s season on
March 21st with a programme entitled Reformation and Revolution.
Framed by the intense Missa Rigensis by the contemporary Latvian
composer Ugis Praulins, the one-hour concert achieved beautiful
moments of great tension and reflecton by juxtaposing English
music of the 16th Century (Byrd and Tallis) with works by
composers from the Baltic States from the turbulent years at the end
of the 20th Century. Under the energetic and inspired direction of
Stephen Layton (He stamped his feet quite surprisingly at one point
of frenzied expression.) the meticulously prepared programme was
both wildly exciting and marvellously controlled. It was a fine
beginning for our 25th season.
Londinium
The prior commitments of this immensely popular chamber choir
gave us no choice, but to schedule its concert A Mass of Masses for
April 4th. We would have preferred to have the group perform later
in the season, but both choral concerts were well attended, perhaps
because their programmes, though both ‘ordered’ by the Mass
format, were so different. Londinium’s programme featured the
beautiful Mass in G minor by Vaughn Williams, his revival of
English Polyphony, and included contrasting Masses: Richard
Rodney Bennett’s only liturgical work (Missa Brevis); the
American William Albright’s Mass based on the Anglican text and
written for the 900th Anniversary of Chichester Cathedral; and,
Josef Gabriel Rheinberger’s Mass for Double Choir, for which he
was honoured with a medal in 1879 by Pope Leo XIII. The massed
voices (pun intended) effectively shaped and projected the widely
differing musical styles of these works. Under the direction of
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Andrew Griffiths, Londinium is considered one of London’s most
versatile chamber choirs, and this evening’s radiant performances
demonstrated its vocal excellence. Andrew Giffiths is also know as
a founding member of Stile Antico, which performed Victoria’s
magisterial Tenebrae Responsories last spring in connection with
the release of the group’s CD of the work.
Kirkman Quartet
On April 11th this year’s winner of the St Peter’s Prize as the most
accomplished and promising string quartet studying in the Royal
Academy of Music performed its first Prize Concert in our
series….., and what a debut it was! The members of the quartet are
still undergraduates, and they had been playing together for a little
over two years. David Strange had heard them perform and
reported that the ensemble was a worthy prize winner, but he and
the audience were hardly prepared for the astounding performance
by the quartet of a challenging and varied programme, which
included works by Mozart (String Quartet No. 21 in D major, K.
575), Bridge (Three Idylls H. 67), Stravinsky (Three Pieces for
String Quartet), and Mendelssohn (String Quartet No. 6 in F minor,
Op. 80). Theirs was quite simply the most impressive debut of any
St Peter’s Prize winner that David and I could recall in the 12 years
that the annual prize has been awarded. Those of us who were
fortunate to hear them play their first Eaton Square Concert will not
want to miss their second appearance in our series.
Fenella Humphreys, violin
Nicola Eimer, piano
On 25th April the duo performed selections for their recently
released CD of sonatinas, So Many Stars. The entire evening of
charming and interesting short pieces for violin and piano was
remarkable for the rapport the two musicians evidenced and the
enthusiasm with which they performed. The audience, including
invitees of Grosvenor, which sponsored the concert, loved every
minute. An added special feature of the evening was the surprise
presence of Cheryl Frances-Hoad, composer of one of the works in
the programme. Before her composition was played, she shared
how the work happened to be commissioned by Fenella Humphreys
and described some of the musical ideas she had developed in her
composition. It was just the type of intimate conversation with the
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audience that Eaton Square Concerts likes to facilitate, and which,
we believe, makes Eaton Square Concerts unusual.
Michael Collins, clarinet
The London Mozart Chamber Players
The finale of the Eaton Square Concerts season always manages to
be “something special”, and on May 2nd it came as no surprise given
the clarinet virtuoso and his supporting string players, that the
concert was a complete joy. Michael Collins played with a panache
that seemed so natural, almost off hand, but communicated such
enjoyment, that the pleasure he communicated throughout his entire
performance was quite infectious. The four members of the
London Mozart Chamber Players were the perfect support and foil
for Micheal’s virtuosic flights of fancy in works composed by
Mozart (Violin Sonata for clarinet and string trio, K. 378 and
Clarinet Quintet in A, K. 581) and Weber (Clarinet Quintet in B flat
major, Op. 34). At the end of the evening, the audience rose to its
feet and accorded the smiling musicians a boisterous standing
ovation. The concert was sponsored by The Hari Hotel, whose
support has been invaluable since it opened in Belgravia.
Looking Forward
Despite the artistic and popular success of the Spring 2019 season,
Friends of Music is facing an unsustainable deficit for the current
year. We are approaching our current Sponsors and Supporters in
an attempt to cover the deficit before the year end. We are trying to
meet several challenges to Friends of Music. We have had to
accept a significant increase in indirect operating costs at the same
time that our ticket sales and audiences have declined, primarily
due to the effect of the General Data Protection Regulations
(GDPR) introduced in the spring of 2018. Due to the Regulations
our mailing lists were reduced by over 70%, as many people on our
lists failed to affirm positively that they wished to continue to
receive information on Eaton Square Concerts directly. Other
organizations which implemented GDPR had similar experiences to
ours. Cubitt House actually lost over 84% of its list, but their
primary promotional means are print advertising. Our attendance in
the Spring 2019 season increased from Autumn 2018, but was still
down from Spring 2018 by about 25%. Our direct concert
operations yielded a small surplus, but our indirect overheads,
largely general administrative and promotional expenses more than
34

doubled in line with market levels for services provided primarily
by Ikon Arts Management, which has supplied our back office
services, since Friends of Music was founded. We also experienced
a short fall in funding, as sources which we believed had committed
to provide vital funding, failed to follow through as expected.
While Friends of Music faces existential challenges, we are hopeful
that we can address these problems by receiving funding from
charitable foundations and new Sponsors, at the same time that we
restructure our operations by retaining a public relations and
marketing consultant with social media experience and utilize a
professional ticketing firm to replace the manual operation that we
have been using. These are ambitious plans, but they are essential,
if Friends of Music is to continue to produce Eaton Square Concerts
at the level of excellence that has been established for them.
In Appreciation
All of us at Friends of Music are extremely grateful for the support
that St Peter’s and its members have given to sustain Eaton Square
Concerts. We could not continue our wonderful concerts without
your attendance and donations. Thank you.
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Picture of John the Baptist
To colour
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recipes for spring
Pineapple & Port Skewers
Ingredients
400g pork fillet
4tbsp light muscovado sugar
60ml cider vinegar
1tsp fish sauce
½ small pineapple, peeled, cored and cut into chunks (or use
ready prepared fresh pineapple, drained well)
1 green pepper, deseeded and cut into squares (optional)
4 spring onions, trimmed and cut into 4 equal lengths
Small bunch coriander, chopped (optional)
Cooked rice or pitta bread, to serve
Method
1. Cut the pork into cubes. Heat the sugar and vinegar in a pan
over a low heat until the sugar melts. Add the fish sauce and
cool. Tip the pork in and mix well so that the cubes are
covered in sauce.
2. Heat the barbecue. If you are using coals, wait until they turn
white. If you are indoors, heat a griddle pan. Thread the
pork and pineapple onto skewers, alternating pieces with the
pepper and spring onion.
3. Barbecue or griddle the skewers for 3-4 minutes each side
(you may need to cook them for longer if griddling).
Sprinkle with coriander, if you like, then serve with rice or
slide into pitta breads
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Fruit & Mascarpone Tart
Ingredients
2 x 320g ready-rolled
all-butter puff pastry
100g icing sugar
750g tub mascarpone
600ml double cream
2tsp vanilla extract
200g raspberries, a few halved
200g blackberries, a few halved
1 large mango, peeled and thinly
sliced
6 nectarines or peaches, or a mixture, sliced
4 passion fruits, (look for ones with crinkly skin, this means
they are ripe), halved, seeds and pulp scooped out
handful small mint leaves
Method
1. Heat oven to 200c/180fan/gas6. Unroll 1 pastry sheet, but leave
it attached to the parchment. Place it on a baking tray, dust with
2 tbsp icing sugar, then cover with another sheet of parchment
and another baking tray. Pour baking beans into the tray to
weigh it down, or use empty cans. Bake for 30 minutes, then
check if the pastry is golden all over. If not, return for another 5
minutes or so. Repeat with the other pastry sheet (or cook both
together if you have enough trays). Once out of the oven, trim
the edges with a large, sharp knife. Leave to cool.
2. Softly whip the mascarpone, cream, vanilla and remaining icing
sugar, then transfer half to a disposable piping bag fitted with a
1.5cm round nozzle (or just snip off the corner). Pipe blobs of
the mascarpone cream over the surface of one piece of pastry,
right up to the edges. Top with half the fruit and dust with a
little icing sugar.
3. Top with the second piece of pastry, more mascarpone cream
(refilling the bag when you need to), the remaining fruit, a
dusting of icing sugar and, finally, some, mint leaves. Best
served within one or two hours.
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OUR COMMON LIFE
Vicar
The Revd Ralph Williamson
020 7235 4242
vicar@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk

Deputy Director of Music
Andrew Sackett
andrewjsackett@gmail.com

Assistant Priest
The Revd Julie Khovacs
07540 418 623
julie.khovacs @stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Pastoral Assistant
Matthew Butler
matthew@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Revd Preb.Ron Swan
The Revd Preb. Tony Kyriakides
The Revd Simon Walsh
Churchwardens
Laura Cook
07775 331 456
Richard Carter
07973 667 252
Hon. Treasurer
Jim Glen
Jim.glen@yahoo.com
P.C.C. Secretary
Ann Fincher-O’Brien
annfob2@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Valerie Smith
vasmith@btinternet.com
Verger
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
verger@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Parish Administrator
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Book-Keeper
Susan Redwin
020 7235 4482
finance@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
Director of Music
Andrew-John Smith
07545 009 607
acjsmith45@hotmail.com
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Groundsman
Laurence Aldridge
P.C.C. Members
David Brown
Francesca Campagnoli
Richard Carter
Laura Cook
Phil Course
Mary Drummond
Robin Duttson
Ann Fincher O’Brien
Jane Franses
Davida Forbes
Luca Formica
Jim Glen
John Hilary
Jacqueline Ladds
Christopher Maguire
Lynne Mark
Susan Moore
Lucy Randles
Vivien Reed
Judith Richardson
Valerie Smith
SophieThomson
Richard Wildash

Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Matthew Butler
07496 022 336
Ann Caro
020 7834 9692
Griselda Bourne
07769 693 311
Linda Childs
020 7723 6080
Laura Cook
0775 331 456
Philip Course
07956 855 950
Rosa da Silva
020 7821 1809
Judith Evans
020 7976 6427
Jim and Claire Glen
020 7821 8671
Ever Gutierrez
07709 543 391
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Peter and Elizabeth Ho
07802 888 996
Raana Khatabakhsh
07742 521 650
Carl Muller
020 7235 6857
Jenny McHugh
020 7233 1144
Evelyn Olugboja
07794 409 313
David and Laura Propert
07831 434 680
Katherine Radcliffe

020 7630 1580
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Olivia Reed
020 7235 4482
Judith Richardson
020 3268 0055
Miles Ridley
020 7504 0537
Saskia Sissons
020 7245 1159
Samantha Sharples-Owen
020 7504 0537
Callum Shaw
07365 002 204
Sarah Shayler
020 75040537
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
David Stanley
020 7736 9800
Nancy Wood
020 7730 5877

School Governors
Foundation PCC
Jim Glen
Ted Gush
Judith Richardson

Magazine compiled by Olivia Reed
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School Headteacher
Miles Ridley
020 7641 4230
Deanery Synod
Richard Carter
020 7794 9195
Jim Glen
020 7821 1809
John Hilary
020 7223 3860
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
Judith Richardson*
020 3268 0055
Valerie Smith
020 7834 9251
* Also Diocesan Synod
Standing Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Resources Committee
Chair: Laura Cook
Worship Committee
Chair: the Vicar
Parish Revenue Group
Convenor: Jim Glen
Communications
& Media Group
Convenor: Sian Jarvis
Young Formation Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Adult Formation Group
Convenor: the Vicar
The Outreach Group
Convenor: Revd Julie
Hospitality Co-ordinator
Laura Cook

Children’s Advocate
Samantha Singlehurst
07930 826475
Parish Magazine Editor
Phoebe Hilary
020 7259 0486
Bible Reading Fellowship
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information
Rotas:
Family Eucharist
Servers
Laura Cook (07775 331 456)
LEM
Laura Cook (07775 331 456)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Readers
Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Intercessors Laura Propert (07831 434 680)
Refreshments Raana Khatabakhsh
(07742 521 650)
Sung Eucharist
Servers
Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)
LEM
Valerie Smith (020 7834 9251)
Sidesmen
(Welcomers) Richard Carter (07973 667 252)
Readers
Richard Carter (07973 667 252)
Intercessors Judith Richardson
(07907 459 693)

Safeguarding Officer
Vivien Reed
07956 310 764
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£ 20
PER
DAY

Worship at St Peter’s
Sundays
Holy Communion
Family Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

8.15 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

Daily

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Daily Eucharist
Wednesdays - Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Fridays at St Peter’s School *
*during term time only

8.00 a.m.
5.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.
7.30 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
9.10 a.m.

For other acts of worship please see inside this
magazine or on the Church notice boards

St Peter’s Church
119 Eaton Square
London SW1W 9AL
www.stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
020 7235 4482; admin@stpetereatonsquare.co.uk
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